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TO THE 
Right HoNoOURABLE 
THE 


Earl ot HUNT iNaDoN, we. 
My LORD, 


AD I the Homur to be 
H known to a Perfon of more 

Probity, Steadinefs, Love to his 
Country, and Benevolence to the whole 
Race of Mankind: Had I known a 
truer Friend to Chriftianity in Ge 
neral, or to the Church in Particular ; 
your Lordfbip had not been troubled 
with this 4ddre/s, nor with the Protection 
of this Work ; which is defign’d for 
the Cure, Relief, or Entertainment, of 
the Valetudinary, Weak and Difeas’d 
in Body or Mind. Your Lordpip’s 
natural and aequir'd Endowments en- 
| A 2 able 


DEDICATION. 
able You to judge /olidly, how well it 
may be fitted for that End. Good 
Lady Hunttnepon, I believe, has 
benefited by fome of the ‘Rules for 
Health laid down in this Treatife; as 
have fome others of the Branches of 
your Noble family. Lady Betty’s.emi- 
nent Chriflian Virtues are not only 
univerfally admir’d, bat felt. Thefe 
Confiderations make this Work. your 
Lord/bip’s peculiar Property; and Iam 
greatly pléafed with an Opportunity, 
publickly to declare the Honour and 
Effeem.1 have for-the’ Family of the 
peop hemy and, in patsionlar, how 


certty: I am, 


uM 52 ORD, 
“seb GG our Lordi s moft faithful — 


TS+ 173905 JaoW humble Servant, 


~ Gro. Cuayng,. 
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1.° HE following Effay was writ- 
| ten to inftrué? all fober and 


3 ferious Perfons, how to pre- 
ferve, or regain their Health; but chiefly 
to direEt and relieve my Fellow-fufferers, — 
the Scorbutic, Gouty, Confumptive, or 
Nervous Valetudinarian-low-hvers; to 
make them pafs their Lives the moft com- 
fortably, the Degree of their Diftem- 
pers, the Time of Lrfe, the Nature of 
Things, and the fecret Orders of Provi- 
dence, will permit. And fince they muft 
be deprived, in fome Degree, of the 
grofler fenfual Pleafures , fince all Jen 
tient and intelligent Beimgs are made 
for Happine/s, will by mere Infind, 
eek it fome-how, and fome-where; 
fince their neceffary Low-living will na- 

b turally 
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turally (; in time at leaft ) make them 
high-{pirited, and their intellectual Or- 
gans more acute, penetrating, and de- 
licate ; I have endeavour'd, by the fol- 
lowing Difcourfes, to /upply them with 
fome fuitable Entertainments and Amufe- 
ments, fuch as I have often agreeably 
diverted my leifure Hours with. 


2. True Philofophy 7s the Science 
of living the. moft happily, through the 
whole Period of our Exiftence, the Na- 
ture of things will permit; Phyfic is 
but one Branch of this Philofophy, and 
regards but one part of our Compofition, 
and but for a fmall Period of our Du- 
ration. ‘True Philofophy takes im the 
whole Extent of our Being, from its moft 
diftant Beginning, to its moft advanced 
Stages, poffible or conceiveable. True 
Phyfic is that only which directs how the 
Body may be preferved the moft health- 
ful, rhe intellectual Organs depending on 
the Body the moft acute, the Senfes the 
moft perfect, and the Limbs the moft- 


achive 3 
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active; not for a while only, and by 
_ Fits and Starts, but uniformly, as long 
as they were made to laff, and as the 
original Frame and Texture will permit: 
Any thing le/s than this, 1s but as a Part 
to the Whole; an imperfect and unfinifh’d 
Sketch of /uch a Philofophy, and fuch 
a Phyfic, their Theory and Principles, 
was intended by the following Effay and 

Difcourfes. 


3. They were compofed at different 
Times, and on different Occafions ; but 
one general Scheme, and one manner of 
free Philofophizing, and eafy Conjectur- 
ing, runs through them all; one, to wit, 
where the fundamental Truth, or Propo- 
fition iz general, is Jupposd either al- 
low’d, reveal’ d, or already demonttrated. 
But the Why ? the final Caufes, the moral 
Confequences, and the particular De- 
tail, 2s only here conjettured about, from 
probable or philcfophic Principles. This 
neceljarily makes them more \oofe, un- 
guarded, and immethodical, and the 

e Sus b 2 fame 
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fame things to be often repeated. But I 
had neither Leifure, Relith, zor Strength 
of Application, zo remedy thefe Faults; 
it would have coft me more Trouble than 
the firfé Compofure. All I could obtain 
of myfelf, was to make a fhort, more 
diftiné? Abltract of the whole, and join 
a few Explications, to prevent Cavil, and 
all Miftakes not wilful and difingenuots, 
if poffible. 


4. Lam very fenfible, by this Work, 

I fhall make myfelf obnoxious to two very 

different kinds of Men, the Suft, Rigid, 
and Precile; and the Licentious, Un- 

euarded, Spurious, Free-Thinkers. The 

firit, very probably, will cenfure my 

-Conjeftures and Sentiments, as dan- 
gerous avd prefumptuous, avd myfelf, 

as being wile above what is written, and 

arrogaitly prying into the Secrets of in- 

fuitWifdom. It is very poffible I may have 
been faulty, in this particular. I am fen- 

fle, that fome even undoubted Truths, that 
may hurt the Weak, ought to be concealed, 

or 


tan 
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or enjoy d only infecret; the fame Degrees 
of Light not being equally luminous and 
perceptive zo a// Eyes. But fince old 
Men, and Valetudinarians efpecially, be- 
come, as it were, Children a fecond 
time, and, in their fecond Childhood, 
thofe muff have their Rattles as well as 
thefe; I thought it fafer, as I am Jure it 
3s much more entertaining, to play with 
Ideas, philofophic Conjeétures, and uch 
Amufements, how weakly foever founded, 
as tend to make Virtue and its Source ami- 
able, juftify the Conduct of Providence, 
and mend and rejoice the Heart without 
hurting the Head, than to dwell on the dark 
Side of Things, that lead to Pyrrhoni{m, 
Fatalifm, Infidelity, avd Defpair. If 1 
thought I had advanced any thing dero- 
gatory from the Amiablenefs of inpmit 
Perfeétion, contrary to the Dottrine of 
the earlieft and pureft Times of Chni- 
{tianity, contradictory zo the Analogy 
of Faith, and the Form of found Words, 
I had committed thefe Sheets to the 
Flames, with the Hand of heir Author, 
: | hc before 


vi The Prepace. 


before I had publifobed them. But, on 
the contrary, I hoped they might agree- 
ably entertain my Valetudinarian, who 
being placed by his low Health, in the 
middle State, between both Worlds, the 
old and the new, muf? unavoidably, at 
Some times, figure to bimfelf fome fort of a 
Map of the next World. I was therefore 
willing to try to illuminat 7, zhe beft I 
could, and to trace fome of the Out-lines 
of the Paflages from this to that Man- 
fion; dy endeavouring to illuftrat, from 
not fo common a Set of Principles and 
_Philofophy, /ome great and fundamental 
Truths, effablifh'd on more popular 
Proofs, viz. that there is no Poffibility of 
Hlappine/s here or hereafter, without 
Purity of Heart and Life; and that the 
true Reaton of the prefent Darkne, 
both in Providence and Revelation, 
is the Difficulty of recovering this Pu- 
rity of Heart and Life, to its utmoff 
Perfettion, in free lapfed J; ntelligences, 
confiftent with their Liberty, and. the 
Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
| » a —  apbich 


The PREFACE. Vii 
which infmt Power and Wifdom will 
not, I might fay, cannot, counteract. 


5. I apprehend lefs Quarter from the 
oppofit Set of Men, who may honour me 
with Enthufiafm, Romanceing, and 
Caftle-building, without any folid Foun- 
dation. All I have to fay is, that per- 
haps my Manner of explaining fome great 
and fundamental Truths, and a few of 
the Confequences I draw by my Method, 

‘may be defective: And perhaps, front 
fome of the Links being dropt, and from 
Faults in the wording, the Chain of the 

| Reafoning may not be always clear and 
{trong ; but I am fure the Foundation 

is folid and juft, and allow'd to be fuch 

dy all true Philofophers ; and without 
it, all general and abftracted Reafoning 

(on thefe imperceptible Subjetis) muft be 

vain; I mean, without admitting Ana- 
logy: For without fuppofing the Evidence 

and Probability of it, (it being in 
Things oly, what Proportion 7s 77 
Numbers, avd its Progretlions being only 
b 4 like 
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like the higher and fubfequent Terms of 
a Series in Algebra, from fome of the 
fitf and finpleft Terms being given) no 
general Laws, or univerfal Propoft- 
tions, can be found out, in Mathema- 
ticks, Philofophy, o~ Morality. For 
Induction, either in Experiment, Ob- 
fervation, or Calculation, suff be al- 
ways particular and limited. Perhaps 
the Method, when managed by a clearer 
Head, and a more folid Judgment, may 
become a noble Source of divine Know- 
ledge, and a fublime Philofophy. Ma- 
thematicians well know, that there are 
_ feveral different Methods of inveftigating 
the fame Propofitions in Algebra and 
Geometry ; and there is fcarce a Geo- 
meter, dt bas his own Method of In- 
veltigation. The fameConclufions, drawn 
from different demonftrated Truths, give 
a fenfible Pleafure, and a ftronger Con- 
_viction, to an honeft Heart, and a Lover 
of Truth; and I could not but be de- 
Lighted with the Univerfality, Simplicity, 
and Luminouinels of the Method of 
! a Analogy, 
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Analogy, and the other Principles I 
have laid down in the following Dift- 
courfes, ot having met with an Ob- 
jection, Difficulty, or even a Puzzle al- 
moft, in Nature, Providence, or Reve- 
lation, which had not an eafy, confequen- 
tial or probable Solution from them, which 
is, at leaft, a Prejudice in their Favour. 
I had nothing to do, but to try the Dith- 
culty, i2 its moft finple and obvious 
Cafes, (as I ufed to do in Algebra, to 
fimd out univerfal Canons) and atten- 
tively to obferve the Conditions of the 
Progreffion, zill the higher Terms in- 
volved the Complication. 


6. There are fome Perfons made fo by 
ature, chaz they are flow, dark, gloomy, 
joylefs, puzzling, and perplexing, and 
they pals for the wife, prudent, guarded 
Men of the World: They may attack 
Error, but feldom find out Truth 
themfelves ; like the Scuttle-filh, hey 
{pout out their own black Liquor ox the 
pellucid Element. Jf they are honeft 
3 | and 


_ a a ——_ SS wer ee oO 


x The Pace Vie 


and {incere, they are much to be pitied, 
and are to be treated with Humanit 

and Charity, being in the State of thofe 
born poor and blind, and fo deftitute of 
the MVeceffaries and Conveniencies of 
Life. They muft do the beft they can, 
and be charitably fupplied, and with 
Docility be willing to be led by others; and 
thus, tho’ their Trial might be hard and 
fevere, yet their Vittory would be merito- 
rious and glorious. Buz, on the contrary, 


at often happens, that Licentioufneds, 


Self-futhiciency, and a fupercilious Con- 
tempt of others, are the true Caufes of 
their Darknels and Indigence, and that 
they have themfelves, by wrong or no Cul- 


‘ture, fiunted the Organs of their Facul- 
ties, aud by a perpetual Mal-regimen 


have diftorted them, 


4. Ltake common Happinels, i” our 
natural State at prefent, to lie in the 
Purfuit of the general Meafures of Think- 
ing, Acting and Living, follow'd by the 
greateft part of the middling Rank of 
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eur Species (as it is in their Order 
im other Animals) ; and common Senfe 
(as it is diftinguifbed from culti- 
vated and refin'd Senfe) to lie in affent- 
ing and conforming to the Truths and 
Manners, agreed upon explicitly or im- 
plicitly, in the Community where Pro- 
vidence has placed us, without fome irre- 
fiftible, that 7s, miraculous Evidence, 
or a peaceable, filent, and mor inter- 
meddling Sel/f-conviétion to the contrary. 
And he who pretends to be happy, as to 
his outward Circumftances, out of com- 
mon Life, or wife as to intelletual En- 
dowments, out of common Senfe,’ iz 
Things on a Level with bis Occupation 
and Education ; I take him always to 
labour under fome undifcover’d chronical 
nervous Diflemper, be the other Appear- 
ances what they will, and have been fel- 
dom miftaken in a particular Cafe. — For 
tho a found Mind ée xot the only © 
Jure Evidence of a foand Rody, yer zt 
will always foew, that none of the great 
Organs of Life is intirely fpoilt, or 
greatly damaged, however tender and 
aes soe eee te delicate 
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delicate they may be. It is more difficult, 
than perhaps moft Men are aware of, to 
determin, with any Degree of Exatinefs, 
the Limits that feparat Wildom from 
Folly, Wrong-headednefs from intel- 
leGual Sanity ; the mof? perfeé? Man 
ere has a Mixture of doth: Optimus 
ille, qui minimis urgetur. Certain it 
is, that true Wifdom, azd a found 
Mind, confifts in firf pondering, and 
then doing, every thing as near as we 
€an, with Order, Number, Weight and 
Meafure : But fince Precifion is incom- 
patible with Finitude, if we endeavour 
to. be confiantly progreflive towards Per- 
fection, tho’ by gentle Steps, neither frop- 


pig nor turning afide, but deing the beft 


we can. without Scrupulofity, aud gene- 
roufly bopeing and believeing, that infinit 
Wifdom and Goodne/s has, or will fupply 
the relt, in his own Time and Manner, 
we cannot fail. 


8. Were I to choole for myfelf, con- 
fidering the many certain Mifenies and 


Tempto- 
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Temptations of this State of Probation, 
the few uncertain Antidotes, and much 
fewer fincere, durable, and real Plea- 
fures; I had much rather have the 
weaker, than the ftronger Syftem of 
Nerves, within the Extremes. I had 
rather choofe to be contented with the 
flight and flender, than covet the firong 
and pungent Pleafures. I had rather 
be happy im a Dream, than miferable 
awake. Ina word, I had rather choofe 
to be an innocent, benevolent, tho weaker 
and more credulous Perfon, than a 
malicious, critical, fpurious Free-think- 
er, even with regard to this Life only. 
They moft certainly are, comparatively, 
unhappy and joylels in themfeves, and 
are. unharmonioufly fram'd, in Body 
as well as Mind, who can delight, and 
employ their Talents, on throwing Dark- 
nefs and Doubts even on the imaginary 
Happine/s (fuppofe it fuch) of their 
Fellow-Creatures: Nothing but Ran- 
cour, and acrid Juices, could be pleafed 
with teariag and deftroying Childrens 

x Play- 
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Play-things ; and the wifef? Man here 
zs comparatively but a Child. 


g. 4s to myfelf, I can honeftly 
affirm, I have had but one uniform 
manner of thinking in Philofophy, Phy- 
fic, and Divinity, in the main, ever fince 
my Thoughts were fix'd, and my Principles 
eftablifh’d: They may have had Alterna~ 
tives of greater Light and Darknefs, 
occafionally and tranfiently, according to 
the State of my Spirits, Knowledge, 
and Experience ; ut in the Heart of 
my Soul (/o to /peak) I have been uni- 
form, and under the fame Conviétions, 
as to the Fundamentals of the/e Sciences: 
and always thought {purious Free- 
Thinkers, active Latitudinarians, and 


Apoftolic Infidels, (7¢ being a Contra~ 


— hEtion they can be certain in their Ne- 


gative Opinions, or by them when propa- 
gated, fbould do any Good to their Fellow- 
Creatures, but an infinit deal of Hlurt) 
under fome obftinat bodily Diftemper, 
and much more proper Subjeéts for Me- 


dicin 
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dicin than Argument ; and that a low 


Diet, long and obftinatly perfifted in, 
would at laft cure both their Body and 
their Mind, fo far as it depends on the 
Body, efpecially where Vice and Infidelity 
have not become habitual, as they certainly 
have in old Sinners: As I firmly believe, 
and am as much convinced as J am of 
any natural Effect, that Water-drink- 
ing only will preferve all the Opulent 
healthy from every mortal Diflemper, 
bateing Accidents, hereditary and epi- 
demical Difeafes ; and that a Diet of 
Milk and Seeds, with Water-drinking 
only, duly continued, and prudently ma- 
naged, with proper Evacuation, Air and 
Exercife, is the moft infallible Antidote 
for all the obftinat Difeafes of the Body, 
and Diftemperature of the Mind, fo far 
as it depends on the Body, the prefent 
State of Things will permit ; and that 
it will cure every Diforder in the Body, 
curcable, and render the Diltempera- 
ture of the Mind more trattable, and 
that, in all Events, it will make both 

4 | 0re 


svi The Pre FAce. 


more tolerable, than they can poffibly be 
otherwife. This Regimen I have for 
thefe twenty Years, firft and laft, pur- 
fued, and fhall, with the Divine Aid, 
perfift in it to my laft Moments; hi- 
therto, I thank GOD, with as much 
Vivacity, Eealth and Attivity, as can 
be expetted at my time of Life, under 
fuch a gouty, feorbutic and nervous 
Habit. The State of my IntelleEuals 
will be beft known by the following Dif- 
courfes, which were defign'd to iluftrate 
the Principles, ‘Theory, aud moral Ufes 
of philofophical Medicin. The practi- 
cal Inferences, and the Conclufions 
drawn from them in particular Cafes 
and Difeafes, confirn'd by forty Years 
Experience and Obfervation, will follow 
in due Time, in a Treatife intitled, The 
natural Method of Cure in the Difeafes 
of the Body, and Diftempers of the 
Mind thereon depending; if GOD 
feall fee fit, by the Prefervation of my 
Health and Faculties, 
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Philofophical and Pra€tical 


wey Te 


ON THE 


General METHOD and MEDICINS; 
But particularly on 


The REGIMEN of DIET, zts Quantity, 
Quality, Order and Choice, fitteft to pre- 
jferve HEALTH, prolong LIFE, and pro- 
duce equal good Spirits, im Per- 
fons of all Ages and Conftitutions. 


§. 1. HERE is not a more pernicious 
! Error in Phyfic, or one more 

oppofit to the Expectation of 

Patients, (vzz. the Prefervation or Recovery 
of their Hea/th) than that very common and 
univerfally received Opinion, That there are 
Bodies in Nature, or in the Materia Medica, 
or fuch as may be found out by rt, by 
dividing, compounding, or altering them by 
the Zortures of the Fire, which will fudden- 
ly, 
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ly, or in any great Degree, change or deftroy the 
Malignity of the morbid Humors of animal 
Bodies; or will intirely alter the Nature, 
Qualities, Figure, Size and Laws of Cohefion 
of the Particles that compofe their Fluids 
and Solzds; from an unfound and unhealthy 
State, to one of a kmdly and benign Nature (a 
wild Notion, at firft introduc’d and propagated 
by enthufiaftical Chymifts, Quacks and Sym- 
ptom-Docétors). An animal Body is nothing but 
a Compages or Contexture of Pipes, an hydraulic 
Machin, fill'd with a Liquor of fuch a Nature as 
was transfus'd into it by its Parents, or is 
changed into by the Nature of the Food it is 
nourifh’d with, and is ever afterwards good, 
bad, or indifferent, as thefe two Sources have 
fent it forth. The Prime Via, or the alz- 
mentary Tube, is, as it were, a Common Sewer, 
may be foul’d or clean’d in various Manners, 
and with great Facility ; it is wide, open, and 
reafonably ftrong, in moft Animals: But from 
the Inteftines into the Habit, (which only 
ought to be reckon’d the Body, or the Vehicle 
of the Sou/) and into the fanguiferous Tubes, 
into the Glands and Bowel/s, the Paflages from 
thence are fo ftreight and narrow, that they are 
but znfinitefimal Pores, rather than Orifices, 
Strainers and Searches, rather than Mouths of 
Tubes, and are fcarce ever vifible or perceptible 
in a heaithy State; and the Supply and Nutriture 
of the F/wids and Solids mutt pafs under the 

Form 
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Form of a Steam or Vapour through them, 
and not in the Form of a Liquor, either for 
food or Phyfic, either to increafe the Quan- 
tity, or alter the Quality of the Blood and 
Juices; and the Solids (which concentred, 
confolidated and condensd into their real or 
firtt Formation- Size, would not equal aGrainof 
Sand) are permanent and dureable, and con- 
tinue pretty much in that State of Ela/ticity 
and Firmnefs, they were firft created with; and 
they are ftrong or weak, fmall or coarfe, firm 
or Jax, loofe or elafize, blunt or fharp, as they 
were firft made by the /upreme Artificer, or are 
alter'd fomewhat by the original Dy/crafy 
or Diftempers of the Parents, (the other 
can only mend or {poil their Juices, which 
might be eafily perfeted by long Continuance 
in a /weetening ‘Diet, during their younget 
Days; which if they furvive, they generally 
grow ftronger as they grow older, become 
the Geniz, and the Governors of the World, 
becaufe the So/zds, thus purified, come from 
the Father alone) and continue much the 
fame all the Time of their Duration on this 
Globe, except fo far as the {mall temporary 
and fugitive Alteration that Diet, Exercife, 
ot Evacuation, or mild ponderous Medicines 
long continued, may make on thems fo {mall 
a Matter it really is, that Phyfic, or the Ma- 
teria Medica, can perform on the Habit, on 
the So/ids at leaft; and yet it is only in and 
by them, that Health, long Life and Sere- 
mity ate to be had: ge moft that Phyfic 
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or Phyficians can do, is inand by the Prime 
Via, or alimentary Tube, through thefe fine 
lacteal Searches into the Hadzt. 


§. 2. Wuar is it then, will it be faid, that 
Art, Phyfic ot a philofophic Phyfician, can 
truly do, to relieve the Miferies, Pains and Dif- 
eafesof their Kellow-Creatures ? A great deal, 
if judicioufly and honeftly directed, and obftinat- 
ly and exaétly purfued, viz. by mending the 
_ fuices in the Manner Nature, the Diftemper, 
the Age, and the Habitudes of the Patient 
pointout. Lhefé (the Juices) are the only things 
in an animal Body, in the Power and under the 
Dominion ofaPhyfician. If the principal In- 
tentions of the ‘Phyfician be to mend the Blood 
and Juices, they will in time, and by the wife 
Mechani/m of Nature, re@tify and confirm the 
Solids intotheir proper Situation and Tone ; for 
it is out of, and by the Juices, that the So/ids are 
nourith’d, figur’d and cloath’d. ir and Ex- 
ercife will give them the proper Firmnefs and 
Degree of Elaficity, and then the animal 
funétions will be perform’d with Facility and 
Pleafure, and thereby the Perfon will enjoy 
flealth and Serenity. Art can do nothing 
but remove Impediments, refolve Obftruc- 
tions, cut off and tear away Excrefcences and 
Superfluities, and reduce Nature to its primi- 
tive Order; and this only can be done by 
a proper and {pecific Regimen in Quantity and 
Quality, by Air and Exercife, and by well- 
judg'd and timeous Evacuation, and prepareing 
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the morbid Juices for eafier Elimination, by 
Means which, I fear, lie in a narrow Compafs, 
_and depend moftly on the mild mineral Medi- 
cins (which were never originally defign’d by 
Nature to be introduc’d into an animal Body, 
and always rend, tear and wear them out fafter, 
like Spirits and chymical Medicins, but in 
bad Cafes are at firft at leaft neceflary) judici- 
oufly managed with proper ‘Dilution. 


§.3. PHLEBOTOMY will direatly let 
out a Part of the bad and vicious Fazces, to 
be immediatly fupplied with good ones, from 
proper Regimen, by making the Veflels more 
roomy, and thereby enabling the Czrculation 
to make her fuller Rotinds; for when the 
Blood-Veflels are too turgid and full, or the 
Juices too thick, grofs, and fizy, to tumify 
them, the natural Secretzons and Difcharges 
will be too fmall to admit into them new, 
frefh, fweet Fuices, from Food or Phyfic, 
which well-tim’d, partial and frequent PA/e- 
botomy, will much affit. Vomits drive forci- 
bly out of the upper Part of the chylifereus 
Tuve, not only its noxious Contents, but 
ftrongly {queeze all the Glands (which are 
infinit) of the 4bdomen, diflolve and fufe by 
its Convulfions, and internal Campreflure, 
their Contents, (and that of the univerfal 
Mafs of the Fluids) and promote their Ex- 
pulfon s and, frequently repeated, are of more 
Ufe and Efficacy than all the other Evacua- 
tions join’d together; for they not only truly 
| | B3 —_— reach 
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reach the Habit, fupply the Place of Exercife, 
cleanfe the zuternal Vifcera and Glands, 
(which can by no other means be reached) 
but comprefs, {queeze and drive out the moft 
diftant Obftructions, by fetting the whole 
Sytem, and the moft remote Fibre, in violent 
Action and Play; and where the Solids and 
natural Strength will admit, are, I think, the 
mott univerfal Remedy known to Art, if 
obftinatly and long perfifted in, in chronical 
and obfiinat Cafes efpecially ; for moft infal- 
libly they bring out all the latent moft remote 
Morbofities in the Habit, diflolve and fufe 
them, and mix them with the univerfal Mafs 
of Fluids, in the Trunks of the great Vef. 
fels, to be more readily and eafily thrown out 
of the Habit: but they are a hard Work, and 
few can bearthem. ‘Purges clean and empty 
the lower Part of the chyl:ferous Tubes, leave 
the Glands fituated there, more Freedom to 
part with their Obfruétions by fubfequent 
Repetitions: but this Evacuation, tho’ much 
ealier, yet is a Lreat way about, and of flow 
and {mall Efficacy in great Difeafes, unlefs the 
Malady be fituated in the lowermoft Regions 
of the Body; and even then Vomits do it 
fooner and more effeCtually : and in weak Ha- 
bits, and zervous Diftempers, Purges ruffle ex- 
tremely. Diaphoretics, I think, do little in 
thefe our Northern Climats, unlets they be 
very gentle, and are ufeful only in acute Cafes, 
where Nature tends towards a Crzfe ; in chro- 
nical Cafes, they heat and inflame, and’ only 
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fpend the thinneft and moft aqueous Parts of 
the Fluids, which are generally moft innocent. 
Diuretics {cour and clean the urinary Paf- 
fages, and carry off fcorbutic and nephritic 
Salts: but to be innocent or efficacious, they 
ought to confift of the thinneft, fofteft and 
cooleft of all Liquors, that is, the pureft Water, 
jutt foften’d and acuated by the Meal or Salt of 
fome proper Vegetable. Béiflers are moftly 
Topical, they melt, fufe, and draw forth the 
vifcid Serum from the capzllary Veflels, and 
leave Room for a freer Circulation; and 
when promoted and effected by Cantharides, 
have a fenfible Effect on the moft diftant Fluids 
and Solids; and in acute Cafes, they are indeed 
the greateft and moft effectual Remedy. Thefe 
are moft and chiefeft of the Evacuations ufed 
in the Practice of Phy/ic, and, judicioufly and 
properly purfued, are of the greateft Confe- 
quence to lay a folid Foundation for a Cure. 


§. 4. MERCURY and Antimony alone, 
with their milder Preparations, judicioufly ma- 
naged, and united with the {pecific Juice of Ve- 
getables that Experience has determin’d pro- 
per for the. Diftemper, upon all the Reafoning 
and Experience I have ever had, bids faireft 
for attenuating the Juices, and opening the 
Obftructions in the {mall Veflels and Glands, 
and fo fitting the morbid Particles for Elimi- 
nation ; but they are a two-edged Sword, and 
deftroy weak Perfons in unskilful Hands; but 
I have Occafion to {peak more explicitly of 
‘nl B 4 their 
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their Nature and Effects in another Place. Ntre 
and its Preparations, efpecially the animal Pre- 
paration of it, in Wood-lice, has been thought 
by all Antiquity, the moft innocent and yet 
moft effectual of all the /aline Tribe of Me- 
dicins, to cool, deterge, and open Obftruc- 
tions; and its fenfible Effect in dividing the 
Blood-Globules in the Lungs, and giving it 
thereby its Scarlet Colour, and its Efficacy in 
hens and quickening Fre and Light, (in 
oth which Effeéts it has undoubtedly a great 
Power, if not the greateft) thew its Linergy 5 
and in febréle Exacerbations, efpecially of the 
Symptomatic kind from malignant Ulcers, and 
an zaflammatory State of the Blood, when plen- 
tifully diluted with pure Water, and long con- 
tinued, I think, and have found it the beft, 
if not the only Remedy, {ufficient to juftify the 
great Encomium onthe Natron of the Antients. 
When the Blood is {ufficiently fusd, and the 
Glands made fufficiently open and pervious, by 
Evacuation and Diet, then Steel, Bark and 
Bitters, judicioufly prepared, and fitted to the 
original Strength of the Solids of the Patients, 
will be found the moft effetual, to wind up 
the Springs of Life, and to give a Tenfion, duc 
Lone, and proper Degree of Elafiicity to the So- 
lids, the Fibres and Nerves, but efpecially the 
Membranes, which, I think, are the true and 
only Seats of Spring and Ela/ticity, andthe pro- 
per immediat Inftruments of Motion and the 
Funttions in an animal Machin. Long and 
great Evacuation, and a thin cool Diet, while 
. they 
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they are purfued to fu/e, thin, and attenuat the 
Juices, muft of Neceflity re/aw and let down 
the Spring of all the Solzds; when the Juices 
are fufficiently thin’d and attenuated, (which 
Blood-letting willalways difcover) then, to give 
Strength, Vigour and Activity to the Patient, that 
all the Secretzons may be duely made; the fole 
Intention to perfee the Cure, I fay, is to wind 
up the Solids again, as far as Art can, which, I 
fear, is not far; at leaft, I have never found it 
much, nor very dureable; for all 4/fringents are. 
of the Nature, a& by the fame Laws, and have 
the Effect that Wine and fpirituous Liquors 
have, and are not unlike the buckling upon 
Pipes and boiling foft broken Hair; they will 
give them a new Tenjfion and proper Figure 
for a fhort time, but their Efficacy and Re- 
lief is only fugitive and tranfient, and never 
dureable; and they effect at the fame time a 
thickening, incraflating and fizeing on the 
Blood and Juices, while they are winding up, 
braceing and contracting the So/zds ; for thre 
Effects of the Qualities and Powers of all Bodies, 
both Liguids and Solids, of Food and Phy/ic, 
are always in a dupficat Proportion of the 
Diftance from the Centre of their component 
Particles. There is indeed this Difference 
between Bark, Bitters and Steel, and that of 
ftrong Liquors, that the Sides of the Veflels, 
efpecially their fine clofe membranous Coats, 
imbibe, attract and preferve the aftringent 
Virtue and Qualities of Bark, Bitters and 
Steel, and fuch Aftringents and Bracers, longer, 
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by reafon of their innate attraéfive Virtue on 
the Particles of fuch Bodies, their creater So/7- 
dity, and clofer Texture, than the Blood Glo- 
bules and the circulating Fluidsdo, whichareina 
perpetual fax; and /perituous Liquors mixing 
more immediatly, fully, and by clofer and larger 
Contacts with the circulating Juices, {pend their 
Efficacy on them, and thicken them fafter. For 
thefe Caufes and Reafons, I fay, /trong Liquors 
muft have a more immediat and ftronger Effect 
on the Blood and Juices, for condenfing and 
thickening them, than Stee/, Bitters and 
Bark, and fuch-like Aftringents can have ; and 
fo f{pirituous Liquors much indulged, muft 
neceflarily have a much quicker, and more 
deleterious Effect on animal Fluids, than Steef 
and Aftringents can: but ftill they both a@ 
in one Tenor, and by one Leneral Law; and 
Steel, Bitters and Aftringents, improperly and 
intemperatly us’d, and over-dos’d, will have — 
the fame kind of bad Effeéts, and produce the 
fame Symptoms and Difeafes that Intempe- 
rance in ftrong Liquors wills; only they are 
‘fooner felt, are lefs grateful and bewitch- 
ing, are much lef{s or not at all craved, and con- 
fequently are fooner given over. | | 


§. 5. Ir is Dzet alone, proper and fpecific 
Diet, in Quantity, Quality and Order, -con- 
tinued in till the Juices are {ufficiently thinn’d, 
to make the FunCtions regular and eafy, which 
is the fole wnzverfal Remedy, and the only 
Mean known to Art, or that an animal Ma- 
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chin, without being otherwife made than it 
is, can ufe with certain Benefit and Succefs, 
which can give Health, long Life and Sere- 
nity. There is an zynate Degree of Strength 
and Filafticity in the Solzds, to circulat the 
Liquors, and promote the Secretions, and 
carry on the vttal Funétions, with which one 
comes into the World, which they derive 
from their Bzrth and Parents, which is ever 
after but littlealter’d even either by Art or Diet: 
Growth, Inlargement of the Body, and crufting 
over the original Solids, and Maturation, only 
fills the linear and infinitefimal original Tubes 
and Veffels with a proper Liquor, to ftretch, 
extend, and plump them, as a Sack is fill’d 
with Grain, or a Bladder with Air or Water ; 
from that Liquor, their Coats, the ficfhy and 
nervous Fibres of the Mufcles, Tendons and 
Membrans, and other Solids of the Body, is 
thicken’d, crufted over, and condens’d; the 
Spring, Elafticity, and motive Power, lies 
folely and intirely in the original, primary, 
divinely organis’d linear F7brils, and the Mem- 
brans made of them. The Incruftration and 
Incraflation from the Fluids, in the Tubes 
fuperinduced on them, but weakens their ori- 
ginal Spring and Llafizeity, both by its Weight 
and zncommenfurat Vibrations, as we find by 
the Elafficity of Twigs, the fharp Notes of 
fine fmall Hairs, and the Agzlity of young 
Animals. The L/afzezty confifts mainly in 
the original Degree of Attraction in the com- 
cto TET Marie 7: ae ponent 
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ponent elementary Particles of the linear Fi- 
brils, primarily fafhion’d by the Author of 
Nature; and it is in this Elaficity alone, 
the Force, Power and Pleafure of Life, and of 
the animal Functions, confitts. If the Elaffz- 
city of thefe Solids be fuch, as eafily, readily 
and pleafantly to overcome and flide over all 
the Rubs, Impediments and Letts in the 
Funétions, (whatever State the Fluids be in) 
then the Animal is healthy, ative and gay ; 
otherwife, if they are perform’d with Labour 
and Struggle, and from too great Efforts of the 
felf-motive Principle on the primarily dvznely 
organis d Vehicles, and its Load of Cruft which 
is laid on it, to defend it from the Injuries of 
this Blement, and ruinous Planet we are now 
confin’d to: For asa Surgeon lays a Plaifter ona 
Sore, to defend it from the 47/r, and the Touch 
of hard rough Bodies; if this Plaéffer it- 
felf fhould be hard, rough, corrofive, or fti- 
mulating, it would become a Pain and Incom- 
modity, inftead of a Pleafure or Defence. It 
is out of the Juices that circulat in the Tubes, 
that this p/acfferizmg is made on the primitive 
fenfible elaftze Frbrils; and it is therefore of 
the laft Confequence, and indeed the One 
thing neceflary, that thefe Juices be the fweet- 
eft, lighteft and moft /enzent poflible ; and this 
we can only bring about by Diet, /oft, /weet, 
cool, mild Diets == * bi hia 
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§. 6. Some Perfons have induftrionfly and 
defignedly fpread it about, that I was of Opi- 
nion, that a /o/e ftri& Vegetable, or M/k and 
Seed Diet, was the beft and fitteft for all Per- 
fons, Climats, and Ages, without Exception or 
Limitation, and the oly one proper, approv’d 
by the Author of Nature, and fpecific to cure 
all animal Diftempers; advifed my Patients no 
other, or pretended to cure them no other way, 
be their Diftemper what it will. My Opinions 
are of little Confequence to the World, and [ 
hope I have too little Value or Regard for them, 

,as they are mine, to be any Degree fanguin 
or concern’d for their Reception. Ihave, and 
I hope have always exprefs’d, fo great a Re- 
gard for the W2/dom, Fitnefs, and Propricty of 
Things, as difcover’d by Revelation, (from 
whence the Patent for amzmal Food is deriy’d) 
not to fet up my Opinions or Ideas in Oppo- 
fition to thofe of holy Writ, and the Divine 
Spirit {peaking in it. The Wifdom of Man, 
even that of the higheft Cherubim, is but Foo/- 
ifenefs, when compared with the Omnifcience 
of God, and his wife Providence. He that 
made us and fent us here, knows bef what is 
fitteft for us, to anfwer and bring about his 
own Defigns of Love and Mercy. But lam 
thoroughly convinced, from Reafon, Experi- 
ence, Philofophy and Revelation, that in our 
prefent State, in this our probatory tranfitory 
Situation, on this ruinous Gloge, (fenfibly and 
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evidently {poil’d a fecond time by the Deluge) 
on which we are now fituated, that gnimg/ 
Food, their Juices, and integral Particles, are 
the fitteft and moft proper, to produce moft 
quickly and more immediatly, the firmeft 
hardeft human Flefh, and warmett {trongeft 
Blood. There is a Similarity and Homoge- 
neity between the mufcular Flefh of tender 
{weet Animals, and that of the human Body ; 
the zntegral Particles of the Solids of the 
jf, and the component Globules of their 
Juices, are ready form’d, figur’d and adjufted 
to build up the //e/, and cloath the Solids, and 
furnifh out the Juices of the /atter: they are 
at hand, adjufted by Sgware and Compafs, 
direQly to be laid together, to rear the So- 
fds; and their Juices are inur’d and fami- 
Jiaris'd to perform the Meanders of the Circu- 
lation, and with Facility to perform all the gy- 
mal Functions, withthe leat Labour or Struggle, 
Iefs than thofe of Vegetables in general; as a 
Majon will fooner and more ftrongly build the 
Walls of a Houfe, who has hewn plain reé#- 
angular Stones at hand, than one who has 
rough Stones only, Sand and Mortar, all 
which muft be firft figur’d or prepar’d for a 
folid dureable Buz/ding. All this, I think, is 
true, jult and phzlofophicals; and while Youth 
and tolerable Health continues, none ought 
to alter the common temperat Diet of the 
middling Rank of thofe among whom he 
lives, for a particular or artzficzal one, without 
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a particular Ca//, and the beft Advice: Nay, 
I think fuch a Change unnatural, out of the 
Order of Providence, and in fome Degree 
zmmoral. WhenaPerfon is tolerably well, and 
not far advanced into Life, to change an amz- 
mal for a vegetable Diet, to avoid mere Pof- 
fibilities and future Contingencies, is arrogant- 
ly prying into the divine Decrees, and info- 
lently criticzfing the Condu& of his Provi- 
dence. IfGod’s Defign is to purify us by Pains 
and Penalties here, ours ought not to be only 
the mere enjoying the Kzugdoms of this World, 
andthe Glorzes thereof. If his be to fhorten the 
Time of our Sufferings, by rendering them 
more intenfe; ours ought to be to bear them 
as long as by his Affliftance we poflibly can, in 
the common Courfe of Nature and Provi- 
dence; for if we cowardly fly from them on 
one Side, He has Power and Skill enough 
to double them in another; in this Particular, 
whatever is, is beff: But if we fhould find — 
our Pains and Sufferings fo intenfe, that they 
are no longer tolerable, but hinder, inftead of 
promoting, what is our “Duty and Vocation, 
and what we are convinced is beft for us, then 
he has advifed us, when perfecuted in one 
City, to flee to another: Then, and only then, 
when animal Food will no longer do, we are 
to try what A@/k and Seeds can do to eafe our 
Pain. It is only the Cro/s of God's Appoint- 
ment, and which he declares his, by natural 
Caufes, and in the Courfe of his; Providence, 

Un- 
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unforefeen and unavoidable, which we are to 
take up daily, and with all the Joy, Alacrity 
and Refignation, that the Meaning of a Crofs 
can imply, that is, the deff we can, withthe Aid 
of his Grace. And if Suffering, Punifhment, 
Pains and Penalties, and fhortening the Dura- 
tion of our Imprifonment here, be the very 
beft for us in our prefent Situation and State; 
and if anzmal Food, and fermented Liquors, 
naturally, neceflarily, and mechanically pro- 
duce thefe Effe@s more readily than Vege- 
tables, Milk and Seed Foods, and aqueous Li- 
quors, then was it with infinit Wifdom, Kind- 
nefs and Fitnefs, that the Holy Spirit permitted 
. animal Food, and inlarged the Materials of our 
Aliment, even tho’ his firft Intention for Man 
had been Vegetables only (which could only be 
in a paradifaical State, or on a better unfpoil’d 
Planet). Butthe real Truth is, Nature, our 
Globe, the various unkindly Climats, the diffe- 
rent Ages, States, Conditions and Circum- 
{tances under which Man is at prefent, render it 
utterly zmpoffibleand impraéticable, that Man 
thould be advis‘d, order’d or commanded, by in- 
finit Wifdom, to live only on Vegetables. ‘It is 
not, and it cannot be, by Bread alone that Man 
can live at prefent; it cannot anfwer the Ends, 
Ufes and Occafions Men are now neceflitated 
to purfue. Great and fudden Efforts of Prow- 
efs and Strength cannot be anfwer’d or exe- 
cuted by Vegetables and Water only ; they are 
too thin, weak and poor. Youth-hood, Vigour, 
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Robuftnefs, and great Action, would be tor- 
tur’d, and languifh under Bread and Water 
in ever fo great Plenty: Milk, Fruits, Seeds 
and Vegetables, in any Perfection, are of much 
greater Expence and Labour to procure, than 
that the Poor and Neceffitous now can afford 
them, efpecially in Northern Climats ; they 
have loft their Vigour, Energy and Balfam, 
fince the Deluge. Milk is appropriated for 
Children, and not grown Men, to anfwer the 
Ends of Providence. But to explain my 
Thoughts on this Matter as a Phy/iczan only, 
- as clearly and precifely as I can, as they flow 
from natural Philofophy, the animal Occo- 
nomy, and my own Ewxperzence, I fay, 1. That 
after a Fever, or any acute Diftemper is over, 
and had its perfe&t Crz/e, and the Perfon is not 
paft the Meridian of Life, the Blood and 
Juices, by the ftrong and violent Labour of the 
Solids, being fufficiently ground, effete and 
languid, a Milk, Seed, or vegetable Diet, is 
by no means long and obftinatly to be con- 
tinued in; it would continue the Party too 
languid, the Fuices too thin and vapid, and 
the Spzrzts too low; and therefore he ought 
abfolutely to be direéted to an animal Diet, 
and temperatly ftrong Liquors of the lighteft, 
moft nourifhing and balfamic Nature, to be 
gradually and cautioufly enterd upon; efpeci- 
ally as he begins to be capable of 47r and 
Exercife. 2. If upon takeing away a few 
Ounces of Blood only out of a large Orzjice, the 
Curd is found too thin, teader, watery, and 
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too readily fujible, or diffolvible in warm 
Water, and the Serum too clear, whiteifh, or 
in too great a Quantity; a Milk, Seed and 
vegetable Diet, is by no means to be longer 
continued in, but is to be altered gradually 
into light, {weet and young animal Food, and 
temperat fermented Liquors. 3. If after two, 
three, four or five Years, the Diforders for 
which a low cool Diet was advis’d and enter’d 
upon, with fufficient Strictnefs and Precifion, 
isnot cured, or greatly reliev’d, the Party may 
conclude, that a low cool Diet will not make 
a perfect Cure, and muft with Patience, and a 
general Regularity, enter on common Life, 
and not be longer fcrupulous, or anxious 
about Aegzmen, in the Quality, but in the 
Quantity, and fubmit to the Order of Proyi- 
dence, and ufe the Means that Experience or 
the beft Advice fuggefts to alleviat the Sym- 
ptoms, and do the beft he can taliter qualiter, 
if he is under Fifty. 4. To fuch as have an 
original hereditary weakly /corbutical or fere- 
phutous Habit, and are far advanced in Life; 
who have me/enteric glandular ObftruGions, 
with feeble Solids, and little Strength and 
Vigour, a M/k, Seed and vegetable Diet, with 
aqueous Liquors, is by no means to be advis’d; 
for as the Cafe is abfolutely incureable, it were 
in vain to torment and reftrain them, more 
cruelly than their Diftemper itfelf does; they 
muft not be forbid, but rather indulged the 
common Comforts and Gratifications of Life. 
It is to fuch that Sts Paul's Advice to Timothy 
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is jutt,; as well as kind, to drink alittle Wine 
for their Stomachs fake, and their often In- 
firmities: A general Moderation, and an Ob- 
fervation of the fuvantia and Ledentia, is 
only to be adyifed, and the Ufe of thefe Means 
known to Art, to alleviat Symptoms. 3. In 
all eruptive Cafes, in all acute and perzodical 
cutaneous Cafes, in the actual Fits of the Gaur, 
in the fecond Fever of the Small-Pox, in 
fevers verging! towards a Crife, to drive out 
from the Centre to the Circumference any 
changeable Diforder, and univerfally in all 
Cafes where the vital Indications \anguifh 
and labour, and Nature is in a Struggle 
to throw outward Morbofity; the is maft cer- 
tainly to be affifted by generous cordial and 
warmer Medicins, and higher ‘Dzet, to further 
the End Nature pointsat. Thefeare fome of the 
Cafes where too low and cool a Regimen is by 
no means to be advifed or purfued. 6. And 
laftly, Whenever the End of a low Diet is 
obtained, vz. the /weetning and thinning the 
Juices, andthe Symptoms are abated or cured; 
the Diet is to be heighten’d, and gradually 
and cautioufly rais’d, at leaft if the Party be 
under Fifty. I will now fliggeft as plainly; in 
what Cafes I think it is tobe advifed and tried: 
As to the Healthy and Well, I have nothing here 
to fay: Sufficient for the Day is the Evil 
thereof. 

§. 7. Ir is.only to thofe whofe Stomach 


anid Digettion is fo weak and relax’d, that they 
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cannot concoct without extreme Suffering, any 
fuch Proportion even of tender animal Food 
and fermented Liquors, as may be fufficient to 
nourifh and fupport them: To thofe whofe 
Blood and Juices are evidently {fo rhick, 
grofs and vzfezd, that it fills and obftruéts the 
eflcls fo tumidly, that they cannot receive a 
fufficient Quantity of cither Medicin or Food, 
to cure or preferve them, the Circulation and 
Perfpiration being intirely at a ftand : To thofe 
who are fubje& to perpetual Hemorrhages, 
Inflammations, or conftant {mall acute Fe- 
vers: To thofe who are after the great Meal 
towards Midnight, hectical or confumptive: 
To thofé labouring under a fcorbutico-nervofe 
Atrophy and wafting: To thofe labouring 
undcr hereditary, early, knotted, difabling and 
painful Gouts or Stone: To thofe who are 
highly, hereditarily and early Serophulous ox 
feorbutical: To thofe who are leprous and 
univerfally crufted over with cutaneous: 
blotches and Scabs: To thofe who are epi- 
_ deptical carly in Life, with athin cacochymic 
Habit: To ¢hofe who are conftantly Ayferical 
ot hypocondriacal, with frequent Fits and Con- 
vulfions, under a weak thin Habit, which 
threaten a Confumption; for I have always 
obferved thefe obftinat violent Ayferie and 
hypocondriac Fits in young {lender Perfons, to 
be the firlt Stage of a real Phrthi/is Pulmonum, 
or at leaft of a nervous Atrophy ; and if it 
was not cured or prevented in this its firft 
Stage, 
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Stage, by the fame Means and Regimen com- 
monly the Refuge of the fubfequent Stages, 
they were pot to be ever after remedied, they 
being fure Prefages of Tuberciles in the Lungs: 
To thofe that are plainly eaxcerous ; in fhort, 
to thofé chiefly who after they have long and 
ftridly follow’d the beft Advice, and the moft 
effectual Remedies, ftill labour under fome 
atrocious, painful and dangerous Diftemper ; 
to fuch, and fuch only, have I ever adyifed a 
total rigid Milk and vegetable ‘Diet, with 
aqueous Liquors; but no longer to be con- 
tinued, than tillthe Symptoms werc extremely 
mitigated, or intirely overcome ; and then, ifit 
was after the Meridian of Life, to be perfifted 
in obftinatly ; if long before it, to be gradu- 
ally and cautioufly alter’d into common Life 
with great Temperance; and 1 know all ho- 
neft and experienced Phyficzans, antzent and 
modern, are and mutt be of the fame Mind, 


§. 8. THe great and effential Difference be- 
tween animal and vegetable Food, is much 
the fame as between Chemical and Gale- 
nical Medicins. Chemical Medicins are the 
fuppos’d (at leaft their moft active) Virtues 
and Qualities of Plants, Metals and M:z- 
nerals, contracted and concentred into a 
{mall Volume, by the Tortures of the Fire 5 
their ufelefs or deftruative Parts feparated and 
thrown away, and their ufeful and fanative 
Qualitics compacted and united into an imme- 
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diat Contac? and condenfed. They would be 
of admirable Ufe and Convenience, if thefefup- 
pos'd Faéts, and fuch mentioned Virtues, were 
juft, folid and true, or if an animal Body could 
bear them without greater or more fatal future 
Injuries, than their prefent Benefit (how great 
foever) or Conyenience can compenfat. But 
it is moft certain, that fuch Medicins, Drugs 
or Bodies, are the moft deftruGtive to animal 
Bodies, if long and in great Quantities thrown 
in, that Malice can invent, beyond Gun: 
powder itfelf'and even {pirituous Liquors ; for 
Not only Nature has provided none fuch, but as 
Pozfons in venomous Creatures to kill their 
Enemies, or cook them for their Food : but 
that the Particles of Fire, the moft deftruGtive 
of any, are fo clofely impacted and tranfubftan- 
tiated in, as never to be afterwards fepa- 
rated from them, and that their component 
Particles are fo minutely divided by the Tor- 
tures of the Fire, as to acquire fuch a Force of 
Attratiion towards the Particles of animal 
Bodies ; fuch a Polarity, (as Dr. Lifter ob- 
ferved, in all Calcinations, both of Vege- 
tables and Minerals, fo conftantly to anfwer 
the Magnet) that they become Iron, Briftles, 
Nails and Lancets, darting directly and per- 
pendicularly into the Solids, fo as quickly to 
tear, rend and deftroy, or fix them, and fo can 
hever be proper for Food or Phyfic ; whereas 
Galenical. Medicins, confifting of the entegral 
Particles of Vegetables, Metals or Minerals, 
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diffolved only by gentle Heat and Moifture, in a 
watry Menfiruum,have none of thefe deleterious 
Qualities on animal Bodies, but become their 
Food as well as Phyfic, and naturally take the 
Places of the morbid Particles of animal Habits, 
which Time and the natural Funétions mecha- 
nically throw off. Jutt foanimal Food, and fer- 
mented Liquors, are the {malleft, moft efement- 
aryand attractive Particles, united and concen- 
ter’d like the Rays of the Sun in the Focus of 
a Burning-glafs. Their delicious Flavour and 
Savour confifts in their greater abundance of 
Oz/ and Salts, which are the moft ative, and 
confequently the moft deftru@tive to animal 
Bodies. If they are fufliciently diluted, and 
their Volume and Quantity increas’d, by the 
more innocent and unactive Particles of fine 
Earth and Water, they may be fafely ufed, 
approaching thereby very near to Vegetables. 
Juices and fermented Liquors, much diluted 
with Water, become the neareft Approxima- 
tion to pure Water, the only Beverage de- 
figned and fitted by Nature for long Life, 
flealth and Serenity s and the whole Study of 
the Patient, and Intention of the Phy/ician, 
ought to be to find out this juft Medzocrity 
of animal and vegetable Food, when com- 
bin’d, for Aliment, and of fermented and 
aqueous Liquors mix’d for Beverage, which 
is the moft proper for preferving his Health, or 
cureing his Diforders; for there is very little 
in the Specification the Déet, whether it 
sedi ai ied ny be 
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be all Vegetable, or partly Animal, partly Ve- 
getable, {ome Vegetables being more delete- 
rious to animal Conftitutions than fome gyi- 
mal Subltances ; and there is but a very little 
Difference between pure warm Water, and 
cold Water warm’d with a very little Wine; 
the juft Mixture and Proportion fuited to the 
Conftitution and Diftempers of the Patient, is 
by far the greateft Affair; tho’ in the Diftem- 
pers by me juft now /pecified, that are painful 
and dangerous, too great Exaétnefs, both in 
Quantity and Quality, is never to be flighted ; 
for in a truc ffatical Balance, fuch as the Con- 
{titutions under the mentioned Difeafes are, 
a few Grains or Spoonfuls thrown in, will de- 
{troy the Equilibrium of Health and Eafe. 


§. 9. THe Benefits a Perfon who defires 
nothing but a clear Head and ftrong intellec- 
tual Faculties, would reap by religioufly 
drinking nothing but Water, (tepid or cold, 
as the Seafon is) while he is yet young, and 
tolerably healthy, well educated, and of a fober 
honeft Difpofition, are innumerable - Ae: 
That he would live probably till towards an 
hundred Years of Age, that being the Term 
of Life appointed by the Defign of the Creator, 
even after the Deluge, and after that eating 
of animal Food was permitted, before (as it 
is beliew'd) fermented Liquors were invented ; 
at leaft, if we have any regard for Mo/es’s 
Hiftory, which yet cannot be denied to be one 
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of the jufteft Accounts of thefe early Times. 
2. That he would thereby conftantly enjoy a 
clear Head, calm, at leat governable Paftions, 
a Facility in zate/lecfual Applications, and in 
the Acquifition of Virtue; and fo having a 
longer Duration fecur’d to him, and all Impedi- 
ments removed, he might make furprizing and 
wonderful Advances in doth. 3. He would 
thereby be fecur’d againft all the great atrocious 
and frightful Diftempers, fuch as Melancholy, 
Lowne/s of Spirits, Wrong-headednefs, Lu- 
nacy and Madne/s (the Bane of the fineft, bet 
and moft penetrating Spirits in Great Britain). 
For I defy any Man to give an Inftance of any 
furious Madnefs, or great and obftinat La- 
_ nacy or Melancholy, in any one who foon 
after Twenty, enter’d on W ater-drinking only, 
let him eat what he can; for it is fermented 
Liquors only that inflame the Membrans and 
membranous Tubuli (the Nerves), which are 
the bodily Organs of s#telleual Operations, 
Itis the Fire, Sulphur and volatile Tartar of 
fermented Liquors, that inflame, corrugat and 
ftimulat thefe Membranes, and thcir linear 
Threads, into violent Succuffions, that break 
and tear them, which are the immediat Caufe 
of thefe frightful and overwhelming Diftem- 
pers, as they are of the painful tortureing ones, 
Gout, Stone, Cancer and Confumption: For 
tho’ Gluttony will thicken the Curd of the 
Blood, and thereby caufe ObftruGions in the 
Glands and Capillaries, from whenee many 


and 
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and various Diftempers may arife, yet will they 
be of the obtufe, flow, lingering Kind, and in 
which Nature will always give a timeous and 
early Warning, by Lnappetency, Nanfea, Vo- 
muting, Purging, Sweating, Spitting or 
Rheums, which will Opportunely ftop the Pro- 
grefs; and while Water is plentifully then 
craved and given, it will carry on, diftance in 
the Circulation, and dilute this too vifcid 
Curd, to prevent an intire Obftru@tiion of the 
animal Functions, or deftroy Life, and hinder 
the Generation of Gout, Stone, Cancer and 
Confimption, which are folely produc’d by 
the hard falin Concretions of fermented Li- 
quors. But, 4. The moft fignal Benefit a Man 
will reap from early Water-drinking folely, 
while as yet in tolerable Health, is being pre- 
ferv'd from the acute, fudden and mortal Dif. 
tempers, as Apoplexies, Suffocations, Fevers 
of all kinds, Pe/filences and Pleurifies. It is 
to fermented, firong, or fpirituous Liquors 
folely, that thefe quick and deftructive Diftem- 
pers owe their true Caufe, which give no 
Warning, and admit of no Cure: At leatt, 
Warcr-drinking folely, is the only Prefervative, 
T am certain, known or knowable to Art. 
Accidents, epidemical Caufes, a conttant Neg- 
Fect, or a total Inability to guard againft the 
Dangers of the other Non-naturals, abfolutly 
feceflary towards perfect Health and Life, 
may produce fome Degrees of thefe mention’d 
grand Diftempers; but then, under fole Water- 
co eee he ae drinking, 
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drinking, they will neither be fo painful nor 
dangerous: For it is certain, Water-drinking, 
Dilution, and thm Diet, is the only Mean 
known to Art and Experience, to cure them, 
when Perfons are already feiz’d with thefe Dit 
tempers, joind with {trong and proper Evacu- — 
ations; and whatever will cure, will prevent ; 
‘as Water pour’d on will extinguith Fire, fo it 
will prevent its being kindled or beginning. 
If thefe frightful, painful and mortal Diftem- 
pers happen fometimes in Eafern or Southern 
Climats, where fermented Liquors are not 
much in Ufe, it is becaufe they wallow and 
indulge in fome things almoft equally as per- 
nicious and inflammatory as thefe jtrong Lic 
quors, as high in Aromaticks, eaftern Gums and 
fuices; Opiats, the volatile cepacious Roots, 
Fruits and Seeds, of the pot/onous, fopori- 
ferous ox ftimulating kind, with which thofe 
Climats abound, which is the fole Caufe of all 
their zuflammatory Diftempers, and unnatural 
and diflolveing Luft; for thefe are all but dry 
“‘Drams, of a more dureable and adhefive 
Nature than fome of the guid ones ; for Fire 
is {till Fire, whether Solar or Culinary, Na- 
tural or Chemical; whether it is tranfubftan- 
tmted into liquid or folider Matter; and Wa- 
ter is its only Extinguifher. | 


 §. 10. Luave faid, that the Quantity of 
Aliment (Meats and Drinks) is of much 
greater Confequence in general, than the 


Quality, 
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Quality, for the Prefervation of Life, Health 
and Serenity. If a Man ftudy the leaft, light 
or heavy will not fo much incommode him. 
The great End and Ufe of alow ‘Diet, or one 
of AGi/k, Seeds and Vegetables, is to mend 
the Fuices, to cool, attenuat and fweeten the 
circulating Flwzds ; whatever Diet does this, 
mult mechanically relax, unbend, and let 
down the Spring of the Solids. It is true, 
the Superiority of the Force or Spring of the 
Solids, muft be always greater than the Re- 
fiftance of the Fluids; elfe the Animal could 
mot live at all; that is, the animal FunGions 
could not be perform’d; and this Superiority 
muft be continued in fome Proportion, whatever 
Regimen the Animal ufes, fo long as it lives, 
But it is certain, a cool, thin, {weetning Diet, 
attenuats the Fluzds in a greater ‘Proportion 
than it relaxes and unbends the Solids; be- 
caufe, 1. All the Secretions are from the 
Fluids, and not from the Solids; and they 
{pending and wafting faffer, muft be fooncr 
tupply’dand alter’d by the proper Food. 2. Be- 
caufe the immediat AGion of Food and Phyfie 
is upon the Fluids, and they abforb and con- 
fume moft of their Vittue and Efficacy; and 
the So/zds are never acted upon by them, till 
the Fuds are fully faturated and tranfubftan- 
tiated into their Subftance. And, 3. Becaufe 
all Fluids by their Nature are fooner and more 
readily acted upon, and alter’d into foreign 
Qualities, than any Solids poflibly can; and 
| hence 
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hence it comes to pafs, that a Perfon on the 
immediat Change, and for fome confiderable 
Time after, in pafling from a high toa low 
Diet, will find his Health wonderfully 
mended for the better, becaufe the Refiftance 
of the Flusds is immediatly leflen’d; which 
will again, even under the fame Deer in Quan- 
tity and Quality, wonderfully, and, as it were, 
unaccountably totter, and alter for the worfe; 
which happens on the De/pumation of the 
Glands, Capillaries and Solzds, while they are 
fpewing out and difgorgeing their morbid Con- 
tents on the Prime Vie; but which, by proper 
and /pecific Evacuations, Exercife and Affrin- 
gents afterwards, will generally be fet to rights 
again, if the Perfon be at a proper Time of Life, 
that is, under Fifty ; for after that, there is little 
Encouragement from any Mean, but gentle 
Evacuation, and a Perfeverance in the regu- 
lated Regimen: Nay, even he mutt pro- 
ceed, leflening it in Quantity at leaft, if not 
in Quality, by proper Degrees, and at pro- 
per Periods, defcending out of Lzfe, as one 
a{cends into it, vz. by Mz/k-Porridge, Water- 
Gruel, Panada, and the like. But the great 
Benefit and Advantage a Man reaps from a 
low, cool, thinning, fweetning Regimen, of 
Milk, Seeds and Vegetables, above what he 
can have under any Diet of animal Food and 
fermented Liquors, is, that he can keep the 
ftretched and extended Bowels, and Blood- 
Veflels, always fuller and plumper, and in their 


natural 
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natural 7 enfion and Situations; and confequently 
will make the Secretzons mote plentifully, and 
all the Functions will be more natural, and eafier, 
than under a fpare, cautzous and anxioufly 
guarded ftarving Regzmen of fo little animal 
Food as is abfolutly neceflary; as a weak Perfon 
will walk more eafily in Stays than loofe, fome 
Jame Perfons in a Boot than a Stocking; anda 
defenfive Plaifter will keep a Sore eafier, than 
when it isbare; and Excefles are neither fo pain- 
ful nor dangerous under the fir/f as under the 
fecond Regimens; and the fame Perfon may 
fafely venture on at leaft four times as much 
Vegetable, Seed and Milk Food, as he dare of 
animal Food of any kind, at leaft of den/e, 
hard, or full-grown animal Food: 


§. 11. I THINK the natural Order and Pre- 
greffion in Regimen, for thofe who are or- 
dain’d to, ot for thofe whofe Vocation and 
Occupation is fedentary and ftudious, who by 
the Order of Providence, and Situation of 
Life, have been _/ignatur’d to intellectual Pro- 
feflions, and for all thofe who would cultivat 
and maintain clear Heads and quick Senfes 
to the laft, is from their Birth till Fifteen, to 
perfevere in a gradually increafing temperat 
Diet, without fermented Liquors; from Fifteen 
to Fifty, to be only temperat in animal Foods 
and fermented Liquors; after Fifty to give up 
animal Food Suppers, and fermented Liquors; 
after Sixty to give up a// amimal Food; a 

then 
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then every ten Years after to leffen about a 
quarter of the Quantity of their vegetable 
Food ; and thus gradually defcend out of Life 
as they afcendedinto it. And that all Perfons 
fubje&t to seflammatory Diftempers, Gouts, 
Lirifipelas’s, hot Scurvies, Leprofies, Afthma’s, 
Faundices, Colicks, nervous Lowneffes, vio- 
lent Head-aches, Haemorrhages and Hemor- 
rhoids, Anajarca’s, Ruptures, or white Swel- 
dings, tho’ otherwife ftrong, hearty, hale, and 
of a feeming found Conftitution, ought to 
give up Meat Suppers, and all fermented Li- 
quors; and that the Children of all Fathers 
. {for Mothers are not here to be minded) who 
have died before Thirty-five, of any natural 
Diftemper whatever, and all the Children 
begot of Fathers after Sixty, ought to live 
without Meat ee, or fermented Liquors ; 
artd that all Perfons whatever, whatever Age 
they be of, or of whatever Nature their Com- 
plaints and Diforder may be, if, upon repeated 
{mall Phlebotomies, and without tranfient 
Accidents, (as Colds, Damps, Blafts, and 
Bruifes) they conftantly obferve their Blood 
fizy, vifcows and glutinous, ought dire€ly to 
be put on alow Diet, either of Milk, Seeds 
and Vegetables only, or at leaft of one, with- 
out Meat Suppers, and fermented Liquors; and 
this Regimen, with proper attenuant, alterative 
and {weetning Medicines, (which, in the Na- 
ture of things, ought to be of the mild pox- 
éerous and mineral Tribe) to be continued 

| till 
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till at leaft this Size and Glew be broken and 
diffolved; elfe they can never expe& uniform 
and continued Health; for fuch a Regimen, 
and fuch Medicins, muft do this in Time; elfe 
nothing in Nature, poflibly can. 


§. 12. UNPHILOSOPHICAL and 
unexperienced Perfons, tho’ they know and 
obferve the great eritical Alteration that hap- 
pens in the Sex, in or about Fifty, and that 
without a {pecial Care, both in the Regimen, 
proper Evacuation, and alterative Medicins, 
they are in great Danger, either of their Lives, 
or of fome chronzcal and obftinat Diftempers, 
that make their Lives ever after miferable and 
uncomfortable, after that Period; yet think 
this Mzsfortune peculiar to Females, and that 
the Males have a Privilege and Security to be 
luxurious and fenfual to the laft ; which is the 
true Reafon why fo few die natural Deaths, 
and that moft pafs as really and truly out of 
Life, in a violent untimely Manner, as a 
felon, who fuffers under public Fuftice. The 
Matter of Fac and Order of Nature is this: 
Fifty was defign’d as the Meridian of Life, in 
this our /apfed State and Duration, on this 
ruinous Planet; from this fol/titial Point it 
is a Defcent out of Life. From the Birth 
upwards to this Point, the Solids were deve- 
lopeing, expanding, crufling over, and harden- 
ing to their utmoft Extenfion, FirmnefS and 
Denfity sand thereby their E/a/ficity beginning 

then 
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then at Fifty to weaken and unbend, and they 
to offify, the Digeffions become groffer and 
more imperfedt, the Secretzons leffen; and all 
the animal Funétions labour; and then, if 
due Care is not taken to obviat thefe Effedts, 
the chronical Diftempers naturally arifing out of 
thefe Caufes, and that lurked in the erigznalCon- 
fiitution, begin to emerge and {prout out, the 
Vifceratotumify and ob/truct, the Glands then 
_ {well and prefs on the circulating Blood-Veffels, 
the Capillaries to coalefce, become full and 
denfe, and the Nerves and Membranes are 
interrupted in their P/ay and Vibrations, 
and all the animal Machin \abours, and the 
Functions are perform’d heavily, with Pain 
and Struggle. This is the true Time and 
Season of Life, for Attention, Confideration 
and Care of a wife Man and a Philofopher. 
The Hyperbolic Curve of Life is at the Point 
of its Return downwards again ; and if then 
proper Care be taken, by fome few Evacuias 
tions, Alteratives, and a Regimen, to put a 
‘Drag on the Wheels of Life, that they may 
go down. gently, calmly and ferenecly; thefe 
become more ufeful to themfelves and 
others, than in the firft afcending part of Lifes 
‘and this happens equally to both the Sexes é 
for it is not from this Seaton being the common 
‘Period of the Fertility of the Female Sex, that 
thefe Appearances happen; but is a general 
Law of Nature to both Sexes from the 
Caufes allign’d; for all the Difference of the 
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Sexes lies inthe different Configuration of the 
fuperinduc’d Cruft or Shell laid over the pri- 
mitive ethereal Body, which in both is pro- 
bably pretty near of the fame Figure, Size and . 
Materials, originally. 


§. 13. Ir is not an unpleafant Speculation, 
to contemplat the Order of Nature inits Pro-_ 
greffion towards reducing this our Tabernacle 
of Clay, into its original Duft, from its Cradle 
to its Coffin, efpecially in thofe who live the 
whole Duration of the natural Life. The 
Difeafes of Infancy are generally Scabs, 
Blotches and Blains over the Face, Head, Eyes 
and Ears; fometimes Fits and Convulfions, 
and {uch Cephalic and Head Diftempers ; and 
thefe are certainly conftitutional and parental 
Diforders communicated by the morbid Juices 
of the Parents; the Colicks, Vomitings and 
Diarrhea’s fucceeding, come from the impro- 
per Nourifhment in Quantity or Quality of the 
Mothers or Nurfes; the Meafles and Small-pox 
are alfo original and parental Impurities convey’d 
to the Blood and Juices in the Birth, from too 
high and too much animal Food, and are moft 
of them the Difeafes of the upper Region of 
the Body. When Nature has ftruggled by thefe 
to purify the Juices by fuch De/pumations, 
then come the Diftempers of the Breaf and 
Lungs, in Coughs, Catarrhs, Confumptions, 
Ajfthma’s, Pleurifies or Peripneumonies ; after 
thefe come Pains in the Stomach, Heart- 

burnings, 
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burnings, Colicks, bilious Vomitings, faun- 
dice and “Diarrhea’s ; then fucceed Gouts, 
dtone and Gravel, Palfies, Rheumatifins and 
fixing of the Joints 5 and very often Ruptures, 
Piles, or Mortifications in the Bowels, Feet, 
or Toes, the Difeafes of the ower Regions, 
All I would infinuat by this Reflection, is, 
that Nature feems to aim, and would certain- 
ly, if not interrupted by Accidents, obtain and 
purfue a kind of a regudar and uniform Pré- 
£refion, in her Courfe of diffolving and 
monldering into Duft, this Adamical Cruk of 
Clay, by Diftempers, topical and Jocal, ftom 
the Head, through the Vifcera, to the Feet 
and Joints, till, like a dyzng Vegetable, the 
has fix’d it in the Earth, from whence it 
{prung. This is certainly her general Law, 
if not interrupted by original, parental Dit- 
eafes or Accidents hurting fome of the Or- 
£ans before it was born, or by Accidents pro- 
per and peculiar to the Party itfelf; or a ge: 
neral bad Regimen, which may quicken this 
Progre/s, or throw it out of its natural Pré- 
grefion on a weaken’d Part, that may difcom- 
pole the general Law of Nature. 


§. 14. For Perfpicuity arid Brevity, I di- 
ftinguith four Orders and Degrees of Regimen 
of Diet, that is, of Meat and Dtink; viz. 
1. The common Diet of 4 reafonable Propor- 
tion of animal Food and fermented Liquors; 
common to the middling Rank of the Healthy; 
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Temperat and Sober in every Climat or Cotin- 
try. 2. A Diet of plain freth guimal Food 
once a Day, without any fermented Liquor, 
only plain Water, or Toaft and tepid Water 
for Beverage; or one of one Day Meat with- 
out /Vime, and another Day a little Wine with- 
out Meat, which I would call the trimming 
‘Diet. 3. A Diet without any animal Food, 
but one of Milk, Seeds, Fruits and Vegetables, 
any thing where the Life of no Animal is 
wanted to compofe or drefs fuch (as Eggs, 
Gravey, and the like). 4. A total frit Milk 
and Seed ‘Diet only, without any other Ma- 
terials. Of thefe I intend to fay fomething in 
general, and in this Order, both as to theit 
Limes and Cookery. But farft as tothe Order, 
or Time of changeing any one of thefe diffe- 
rent kinds of Regzmen one for another. 


§. 15. WHEN a Perfon is tolerably well, 
and is fubject to no painful or dangerous Dif- 
temper, think it his Duty, and the Order of 
God and Providence, to let Well alone; and 
with general Temperance, without Solicitude, 
Anxiety or Scrupulofity, to perfevere in the 
common Regimen of the middling healthy 
temperat Order of Men, in the Country and 
Climat whete he was born, or long habitw- 
ated : To follow St. Paul's Advice in another 
Cafe, to ask no Queftions about what he fhould 
eat for Health’s fake; or rather our Saviour’s 
Countel, not to be /olieitous, or take anxious 

Care, 
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Care, about what he frould eat, or what he 
foould drink, or wherewithal he should be 
cloathed; but without Curiofity or Nicety, 
take a Share of whatever is prefented: For to 
live at fuch a Time, and in fuch a Circumftance, 
medically, is truly to live miferably, and 
propter vitam vivendi perdere caufas. It is 
enough, for a wz/e Man, and a Chriftian Phi- 
lofopher, to ftop, and attend to Dzet and Re- 
gimen, when, by the Order of Providence, his 
natural and providential Courfe of common Re- 
gimen is barr'd up, by fome Diforder or Diftem- — 
per; and then wife Nature will give him 
timeous Warning, by Inappetency, a Naufea, 
Reaching, Vomiting, a Flatulence, Fulnets or. 
Pain in the Stomach; for all Diftempers begin 
firft at the Stomach or Bowels, and then 
afcend to the Head, which is the Language 
of the God of Nature, faying to the Perfon, 
Man, take Care; and then, and only then, 
ought a Chriftzan Philofopher mind his Re- 
gimen, and by Evacuation, moderat Fafting 
or Exxercife, endeavour to relieve or remove 
the Grief, or apply to fome honeft experienced 
Phyfician for Advice. 


§. 16. Ir the Cafe is acute, the Party is 
not generally, at leaft for any Time, in a Con- 
dition to obferve or direct for himfelf: But 
feldom any notable Errors are committed in 
Regimen then; for on the flighteft Attempts 
to any great Excefs, either in Quantity or 
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Quality, Nature immediatly revolts, and the 
Party fuffers to fuch an Extremity, by the 
Eixacerbations of his Symptoms, that any 
notable Progrefs in fuch an unnatural Regimen 
cannot poflibly be receiv'd or perfifted in; and 
yet I have feen and felt, by the Indifcretion of 
Friends, ox the officious Sedulity of Nur/es, 
the poor Patient fuffer to mortal Agonies, and 
fometimes to Death, in acute Cafes, by im- 
proper Loads of high Foods, or liquid or folid 
‘Drams and Cordials ; and many have fuffer’d 
more from high and hot Drugs, than ever they 
could from the Diftemper. In acute Cafes, 
feldam any thing that is given either for Food 
ot Phyfic, pafles the Prime Vie, uniefs it be 
extremely ight and liguid. In fuch, the wifer 
Antients (carce ever adminiftred (befides proper 
Evacuation) any thing but tepid Water, fimple 
Oxymel, or Water foften’d, or fharpned by the 
Flour or Meal of fome proper or fpecific Ve- 
getable. Long obftinat Fafting, continued 
even ad Deliquium, with plentiful Dz/ution, 
and the Evacuation indicated by the Nature of 
the Diftemper, was their moft univerfal Re- 
medy. But it is not of Regimen in acute 
Cafes that J here intend to {peak ; my fole 
Bulinefs is with chronical Cafes. 


§. 17. Bur fince chronical Cafes are only 
acute Cafes diluted, and drawn out into a 
longer Time, with weaker ‘Paroxyfms, and a 
more protracted Crife; fince Nature has a 
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general Law and Type, by which fhe governs 
and fignatures tach acute Diftempers, efpeci- 
ally in thofe who follow her Laws and Sim- 
plicity, and not difturbed by Jpurious Art or 
Accidents; fince Fafting, proper Evacuation, 
and Dilution, are the great Remedies indi- 
cated in acute Cafes; it is natural and highly 

robable to fuppofe, that proper Avacuation, 
Abftinence, and thin cool foft Regzmen longer 
perfifted in, will be the fingle Intention pointed 
out, and the great and cardinal Remedies in 
¢hronical Cafes; and therefore, when a Per- 
fon, under common Life, is feized with a 
chronical Diftemper, which by prudent Abfti- 
nence, and leflening the Quantity of this com- 
mon ‘Diet, is not remov’d, he ought to apply 
to the proper Direcfors of Health, and follow 
their Advice religioufly, in the Ufe of Medi- 
cins and Regimen they order; and if in three 
Months time, in chronical Cafes, by rigoroufly 
purfuing the order’d Medicins and Regimen, 
their Symptoms are not totally removd, or 
greatly reliev’d and mitigated, he may, I think, 
fairly conclude the Regimen was not low, 
cool and thin enough, for the End propos’d; 
and therefore ought to refolve to fink his Re- 
gimen, both in Quantity and Quality, and 
enter upon what I call the trimmung ‘Diet. 


§.18. Bur before any Perfon refolves to 
fink or alter his Regzmen of Dict, or any pru- 
dent Phy/ician ought to adyife fuch an Altera- 
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tion, he ought always to premife a gentle pat- 
tial Phlebotomy out at the Jargeff Vein, and 
from the largeft Orifice gommonly open’d ; for 
a fmall Trunk of a Vein will only fend out 
fuch Blood as is much different from the Crg fe 
ef the whole Mafs; the Circulation being 
flower in the {mall Branches, the Vifcs- 
dity is generally impacted into the fialleft in a 
greater Proportion, and the ferous Part by the 
Slownefs is perfpired or run off, by the Lym- 
phatics, and lateral Branches; and a’ {mall 
Orifice cither comprefies and breaks the Tex- 
ture of the Curd of the Blood, difunites and 
feparates the G/odules, fo that the Obfervation 
cannot be fairly or with any Degree of Accu- 
racy made; but by comparing the Blood fo 
let out, with other found healthy Blood, (for 
Example, that of a healthy Perfon, or of a 
Bullock or Sheep) if the Difference in Ta/fe, 
Colour, Cehefion of the Globules, and Curd, 
and the Proportion thereof to the Serum, be. 
ja all or moft of thefe DiftinGions, greatly 
different from thofe of the found Blood, it 
may fairly be concluded that the Regimen of 
Diet, both in Quantity and Quality, is to be 
funk and leffen’d, and that proper and Specific 
alterative Medicins, to thin and {wecten the 
Blood, are indicated, (efpecially thofe of the 
mild ponderous Nature at firft, with the Ga/e- 
nical Vegetables, which univerfal Experience 
has aflign’d as fhecifie in a Diftemper of fucha 
Denomination) and the Evacuations of the 
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Prime Vie by gentle Vomits and domeftic 
Cathartics, as the Symptoms exafperat ; for 
tho’ a Perfon may ftill fuffer, even when the 
Blood thus let out for Experiment’s fake, moftly 
appears, on fuch grofs Experiments, tolerably 
good, and not differing greatly from found 
Blood in the Size, the bad Juices being confin’d 
to the Capillaries, Glands and great Vifcera; 
yet thefe will never be open’d and render’d per- 
vious, till the Blood in the great Trunks of 
the Veflels be firft attenuated, thin’d and 
fweetewd: Andhe will never be long or uni- 
formly well, who has bad Fuices circulat- 
ing, in thefe greater Veflels; it is a certain 
Symptom, that it muft be much worfe and 
more /zy in the fmall /ateral Branches, the 
Capillaries, and the Glands of the Vifcera; 
and it is ‘Dzet alone, and it chiefly, join’d with 
mild ponderous Remedies at firft, Evacua- 
tion, Air and Fixercife, that can at laft 
alter or antidote thefe morbific Symptoms. 
And if after three Months Ufe of the Mcdi- 
cins advis'd in chronical Cafes, by an honett 
experienced Phyfician, the Blood on fuch a 
Trial continues bad, that is, fizy, d:verifh, 
with either too little Serum tho’ clear, or too 
much but muddy, then, I think, the trimmin 
Diet ought to be tried, viz. one of white 
Meat in amoderat Quantity once aDay, with 
Milk, Seeds and Vegetables, for the other 
Meals, and aqueous beverage; or one Day a 
little plain Meat of any kind once a Day, with 
es | aqueous 
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aqueous Beverage that Day, and the next Day 
only Milk, Seeds and Vegetables, with about 
a Gill of fome found old Wine, with or with- 
out Water; and this Regzmen, with a due 
Care of the other Non-naturals, proper Eva- 
cuation, and due Exerci/e, 1 think, ought to be 
continued for one whole Year or two, in obftinat 
hereditary chronical Cafes; for, I think, ac- 
quir’d ones will fcarce require fo long Time, 
or fuch Severity of Regimen, to be cured, or 
at leaft greatly alleviated, unlefs their Excefles 
have been violent, or that they are far advanced 
in Life. 


§. 19. Bu 7 fince fuch Cafes do daily happen, 
both in hereditary Diftempers, and thofe ac- 
quir'd by an obftinat Mal-regimen \ong con- 
tinued in; that after a full Twe/vemonth or more 
of a trimming Regimen of Diet, with proper 
Evacuation, and fpecific Alteratives, the Blood, 
on makeing the Trial, as above defcribed, con- 
tinues ftill bad and /izy, then, Ithink, all Medicin 
(except domeftic Evacuations or Altcratives) 
may be fairly cafhier’d and laid afide, as of little 
or no Ufe, and the whole Strefs and Hope laid — 
on Diet and Regimen only, by finking it in 
Quantity as well as Quality, and confineing 
one’s felf to Milk, Seeds, Fruits and Vege- 
tables, well drefs'd, or much diffolv’d by cu/z- 
nary Fire, to evaporat the Wind; and drink- 
ing only tepzd Water, or fome {pecific mineral 
Water, as the Cafe requires, and Wine only 

as 
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as other Perfons ufe Spirits, on dangerous Sym- 
ptoms, as a Cordial, and on Extremities; and 
this Method and Regimen ought to be conti- 
nued for two Years moreat leaft. And,I think, 
in Perfons of a tolerable Conttitution, and 
where fome of the great Vifcera arc not intire- 
ly {poil’d and irremediably confumed, this Me- 
thod and Diet cannot fail of having falutary 
Effedts of a perfect Cure, or a very confidera- 
ble Relief; and then if the Party is not paft 
the Meridian of Life, the Perfon may without 
Fear or Danger, gradually and by flow Degrees, 
rife again to the trimming Dict, and from it 
return back again by the fame Stepshe defcended 
into common Life; and only on Exacerba- 
tions, and ftated Seafons, fink into his lower 
Regimen, for a Prefervative. 


§. 20. Burt after all this Care and Perfeve- 
trance ina milk, feed and vegetable Diet, with 
aqueous Beverage, if on a Trial after the man- 
ner mentioned, the Blood be ftill fizy, as it often 
is in bad Conftitutions, and obftinat Cafes, and 
the Symptoms, {till fevere and deprefling ; the 
only thing remaining for fuch a Perfon with 
any Reafon or Expedtation of Succefs of a 
total Cure, or any notable Alleviation of his 
Symptoms, is, for the Perfon to enter on a 
total rigid ftrict milk and feed Diet only, 
without Butter, Eggs, or any other Vegetables, 
but Wheat, Barley, Rice, Oats, Sago, and the 
like feed Meats; and even to make his Milk the 
. 7 thinnett 
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thinneft poflible, skim’d Milk, fweet Butter- 
milk, {weet Whey, or the Whey made with 
a Mixture of four Milk, or Orange-Whey, or 
Whey made with the Juice of fome {pecific 
Vegetable, (efpecially in fcorbutic, gouty, pul- 
monic and zéteric Cafes, which is the Baje of 
moft of the chronical Diftempers in England) 
and Bread or Seeds drefs’d made with Milk 
only ; for Seeds are young Vegetables, and are 
neither fo hard of Digeftion, fo Windy, nor 
abound with the ef/ential Salts of Plants, Roots 
and Fruits. And eventhe Quantity of the Regi- 
menistobe minded; little at a time, but oftener, 
never cither to load the Stomach, nor comprefs 
the Nerves, Membranes and Fibres; Fulnetfs 
and Compreflion, even by fuch Foods, like 
Stops in mufical Chords, will interrupt their 
eaty, regular and harmonious Vibrations and 
Play, and fo will fink the Spirits, and make 
the Funétions labour. This Regimen ought 
at laft to be tried, all other Methods not {uc- 
ceeding. One would not buy Gold too dear s 
but Health and free Spirits are more precious 
than Gold, and a wife Man would give up 
every thing elfe forthem. This Regimen will 
infallibly have onc of thefe two Effects ; it will 
cither totally cure him, if the great Vifcera 
are not quite confumed; or make him Je 
down more eafily, and will infallibly give him 
longer Time and better Spirits to fettle his 
temporal Affairs, and give all the Attention to 
his future State, the Nature of Things wil} 
then admit. §. 21. Mosr 
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§. 21. Most People that enter on a ow 
‘Diet for Health anid Spirits, intirely counteract 
and defeat its beneficial Effets. Ihaveknown 
fome Men of Quality, and Gentlemen of For- 
tune, who have been advis’d a ow Diet, have 
their Vegetables of the higheft and rankeft 
Flavour, drefs’d high with éurnt Butter, hot 
Spices, Aromatics, Onions, Eggs and Salt ; fo 
that they were infinitly more deleterious and 
hurtful, than a moderat Quantity of plain az- 
mal Food once a Day could poflibly be. The 
meager fafting and Lent Times among the 
Catholicks, in French, Italian and Spanifh 
Cookery, with their high Fifh Sauces, will 
much fooner inflame the Blood, produce 
Gout, Stone and Fevers, than a Bit of Chicken, 
Veal, Lamb, or any white Meat plainly drefs'd 
poflibly can. All the beneficial and falutary 
Effects of a low and vegetable Diet, I have 
' ever obferv'd, have been owing in atrocious, 
obftinat and painful Diftempers, to M/k and 
Seeds only, and even thefe the thinneff and 
the /eafé the Perfon could be tolerably eaty 
under from the Pain of Hunger: And it is not 
ealily to be credited what wonderful Effeéts, 
even in the moft defperat and univerfally con- 
demn'd to Death Diftempers, I have feen per- 
-form’d by fuch a Regimen duly and obftinatly 
perfifted in, efpecially in Perfons under Fifty ; 
Epilepfies totally cured hereditary Gouts almott 
eradicated, univer/al Lepers made clean, Stones 
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in the Bladder and Kidnies \aid quiet, Can- 
cers healed or palliated, ulcerated Lungs made 
found, and /chzrrous Livers made pervious. 
But all this has been conftantly brought about 
by a total, obftinat and continued milk and feed 
Diet only 5 but in all fuch zucurable Cafes, the 
Dict is to be perfifted in to the laft Day of Life ; 
for I have always obferved, when fuch return’d 
toa high or common Diet only, their Diftem- 
pers always return’d with greater Violence, as 
in Reafon and true Phzlofophy muft have been 
expected : For the Solids being brought down 
and relax’d to a Level and Equilibrium with 
fuch a Diet, become infinitly fenfible, delicat 
and tender ; and fuch ftrone Aliment becomes 
an univerfal Stop and Obftacle to their Play 
and Vibrations, (like fticking down a mufical 
Chord all along with Pzims) and interrupts, 
marrs and confounds the whole animal Fun- 
éizons and Oeconomy, and brings on all the old 
Symptoms enraged. | : 
§. 22. Ir is true, to live thus poorly, anxz- 
oufly and attentively, is a moft miferable kind 
of Life, to which the Brave, the Bold, and the 
Unbeliever will brag he thould prefer Death 
itfelf: But I, who give little Credit to fuch 
Bounces, know Self-prefervation to be the 
great Law in Nature, never met one but the 
true practical and habitual Chriftian among 
my many Patients, and even {carce thefe, who 
was truly willing and pleas’d to frip and lie 
down 5 
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down; and only him who was always refign’d 
to the Order of Providence either in Life or 
— Death; and even not Hzm at all Times, and 
in the dark Moments of Tria/, or any but the 
extremely miferablein Life. But here the Cafe 
is not mere dying, but /ving a dying Life, per- 
haps for many Years: Here it is in two Evils, 
(violent Pain, or extreme Lownefs and Lan- 
guifhing, or tolerable good Spirits, and fuffer- 
able Pain, at the Tax and Charge of a tranfient 
momentary fenfual Gratification) choofing the 
leaft; on the other fide, it is a voluntary and 
a refolute withdrawing from the Orders and fu- 
ture unknown Defigns of Providence over us, 
when a very certain Mean (at leaft in due Time) 
of efcaping, or at leaft greatly diminifhing thefe 
Miferies is offer'd. In fhort, not to take up 
with alow Regimen here, is a plain Rebellion 
again{t the Orders and Defigns of Providence 
manifefted by Nature, the Relations of Things, 
Philofophy and Experience, for the mere Gra- 
tification of vitious morbid Appetites: In a 
word, it is deliberat Swsczde, the greateft of 
all Rebellion and Sin. 


§. 23. In Lowne/s of Spirits, want of na- 
tural Ref, great Anxiety, involuntary dark 
and terrifying Thoughts, Ideas and Imagina- 
tions, there are but thefe three infallible im- 
mediat Reliefs or Remedies: 1. A Vomit, that 
can work briskly, quickly and fafely, and Ex- 
perience and Ufe can only determin what that 

one 
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one fhall be; for it is not the Evacuation or 
Quantity of the Difcharge, that is to be fo much 
minded, as the zwternal Adtion, the ftrong Con- 
vulfion, the internal Exerci/e, and the cleaning, 
{queezeing and comprefling the kvotted and tu- 
mifiedGlands of the Prime Vie, warm Water, 
Chamomile, or Carduus Tea; and without 
drinking any thing, I have often effe@ted a 
prefent perfect Relief, by mere urging and 
tickling the Throat and Glands with the Finger 
of a Feather, by bringing the Mufcles of the 
Abdomen into repeated Efforts and Kecks; 
and fo have frequently difcharged Loads of 
‘Phlegmand thin Rheum, which always greatly 
reliev'd; andthis Method frequently, nay fome- 
times daily repeated, and with greater Safety 
and lefs Trouble purfued, will anfwer the Ends, 
in tender and delicat Conftitutions, under a 
Regimen, of formal and artificial Vomits ; and 
I earneftly recommend the Trial and frequent 
Practice of it, to all tender low-living Valetudi- 
narians, as what they will find infinit Benefit 
from, and much eafier and {afer than artificial 
Apothecary Vomits, when they have made the 
Practice of it eafy and familiar: The Strong and. 
Robuft, whofe Fores are firm and callous, will 
require ftronger for a prefent Relief, and they 
mutt be repeated whenever the Symptoms exaf- 
perat. 2. Great, frequent and continued Exer- 
cife,e{pecially a Horfeback,becaufe this Exercife, 
by the frequent Succuffions,opensall the Glands 
of the Abdomen, of the Mefentery and Liver, 
: where. 
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where the Evil generally lies. Walking, be- 
caufe of the univerfal AGion of all the Solds, 
and its forceing the Perfpiration, is the beft 
Exercife to preferve Health and good Spirits ; 
but Reding is beft to recover them; to this the 
Fleb-bruje for half an Hour, Morning and 
Night, ought to be join’d, to uncork the 
‘Plugs, and conereted Recrements that ftop the 
Mouths of the per/psratory Glands ; and then 
wathing with tepzd Water in Winter, and cold 
Water in Summer, the whole Skin, to fcour 
off thefe Lmpuritzes; and drying well after: 
and having always a large broad foft Girdle of 
Leather, quilted with Cotton, to wear about 
the Lozms, like a Stay or Swaith, to keep 
the V7/cera in their natural Situations, the 
Latteals and Inteftines in their natural Cur- 
vatures, and the Bowels from being too pen- 
dulous, efpecially in thin and wafteing Pertons. 
3. Religioufly to ftudy and praétice the ighte/t 
and the /eaft of Food, they can be tolcrably 
eafy under: The leaft unneceflary Burthen, 
comprefive Conftridion or Ligature on the 
tender delicat fzores, Nerves or Membranes, 
hinders their eaty, pleafant and natural Play 
and Vibrations, which is the immediat Caufe 
of Lowne/s and Anxiety ; itis like nailing or 
{ticking down with Pzys or Stops, the‘Play of a 
muficalC hord, whence Difcord mutt necefiarily 
enfuc. In fhort, to preferve or obtain good Spi- 
rits,invery low Cates, a Man muft be in a con- 
: B itant 
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ftant Courfe of Self-denzal as to Aliment, and 
make, as it were, HZunger his greateft and only 
Pain; but nothing but Experience and conftant 
Obfervation of the Fuvantia and Ledentia, 
is fufficient to determin, to each Individual 
refpectively, how far this is to be carried. 
Prudence is the firft of all Natural as well as 
Chriftian Virtues ; Gold may be bought too 
dear, but w/e Nature always tells us how fat 
this Method ought to be carried, by the In- 
tenfenefs of our Cravings, when gone too 
far; and then a Perfon under no unnatural or 
vitious Paffon or Lunacy, will obey her 
Calls, by giving her what fhe craves, fo as to 
make her tolerably eafy. But thefe are the 
moft general certain Antidotes again extreme 
Lownefs and Anxiety known to me; the Re- 
liefs of Art and Medici are not my Defign at 
prefent here. : | 


—§. 24. Some Perfons have found great Re- 
lief on Lownefs, a bad Conffitution, and ner- 
vous Diftempers, on Change to a Southern and 
warmer Climat, from a Northern and colder. 
But I never obferv’d that Benefit dureable, or 
in any Degree perfect, unlefs the Party cori- 
tinued all the reft of his Days in that C/limat 
and Country; and tho’ proper Air and Warmth 
be a moft comfortable and cherifling thing to 
animal Bodies, yet it is obferving the Diet, 
liveing in the manner of the Country, that 
thang GOn- 
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contributes moft to the Cute or Relief; for it 
is well known, that in warm Countries, and 
Southern Climats, the Diet there is not only 
exceeding {pare and “ght, but. almoft alto- | 
gether Vegetables : The Heat and Rarefa@tion of 
the Air, and conftant Perfpiration, make a full 
high rank Diet certain Pain or Death: And even 
the Materials of their Food there, the Animals 
and Vegetables, are lighter and lefs rank and 
deftructive in their Nature,and more ftimulating 5 
the Natives fcarce ever tafte fermented or 
ftrong Liquors, and indulging in them is the 
fole notorious Caufe of the fudden Deaths of 
all our Soldiers, Seamen and Traders. It is 
true, caflern and fouthern Nations ufe many 
and the highett 4romatics, with their Vegeta- 
bles, and they ate but dry Drams of as per- 
nicious a Nature almoft as our liquid ones 3 
and this is the fole Caufe of their uzmatunal 
Luft and Leachery, of their acute Diftempers, 
and fhort Lives. But when a valetudimary 
Perfon goes to a fouthern Country for his 
Health, and lives as he ufed in his northerz 
Country, he rather grows worfe for the Ci- 
mat; and if recover’d by the Air and Travel: 
ing, and obferving the Regzmen pectiliar to 
the Healthy in that C/imat, if he returns, and 
does not continue the Regimen of Diet by 
which he was recover’d, he falls back again, 
and the fecond Error is worfe than the firft ; 
and, in Truth, to travel through, or live even 
Ea a 
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a few Months or Years in, a fouthern Climat, 
and afterwards be obliged to pafs his Life at 
Home in a northern Climat, is but only roatt- 
ing at the Fire, or going ftrait out of a very 
hot Room into the cold Air, to freeze and 
chill the fafter, and more intenfely; for Re- 
action is always equal to Aétzon. 


§. 25. As to the Quantity of Foods of any 
kind, frong, middling or weak, fitteft to pro- 
long Life, and prevent or cure Difeafes, the 
moft proper for each Individual, there is no 
poflible way to determin it to any Precifion; 
it muft be different, according to the Szze, 
Strength, Age, Conftitution, Habitude, ac- 
guir'd or hereditary Diftempers of each Parti- 
cular, which are as various as their Faces. W2/fe 
Nature had fo contriv’d us, had we follow’d 
her Simplicity and Order in our Diet, that our 
Appetites and Craveings {hould be a fufficient 
Rule; but having by long Habstudes and L:x- 
ample, {poild, corrupted and ditorderd her 
Laws, Senfations and Order, fhe is not now, 
in all Cafes; fufficient to determin this Affair. 
The beft Rules, 1 think, a wife Man can fol- 
follow, are, 1. Toufe the plaineft, moft tender, 
leaft poignant and {avoury Meats, fully drets‘d, 
he can find, and to abate in Quantity what 


he is forced to increafe in the Quality of his 


Food. 2. To take the /ea/? poflible he can 
be tolerably cafy under from the Pain of Hun- 
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ger. 3. Toobferve for fome Time, and with 
fome Care, what Foods, in Quantity and Qua- 
lity, he is eafieft under, and the natural Ref, 
the natural Secretions, and the animal Fun- 
ctions labour /ea/?, and are moft pleafantly per- 
form’d under. 4. To obferve the Quantity 
after the great Mcal, he can apply his Head, 
his Attention, and his Body, to their proper 
Offices, with the greateft Facility and Pleafure 
under. g. To follow the Quantity and Qua- 
lity of thofe Foods that give him regularly one 
figur'd Stoola Day only. 6. For one Month to 
trv double the Quantity, or at leaft one therd, 
or lefs, more than he us’d of the fame kinds of 
Food, and obferve what Difference this makes 
in his Functions, Intellectual or Animal ; and 
by fome repeated Trials of this kind, fumming 
up the whole, and takeing the half of this 
Quantity, divided by the Number of Days, as 
the Medium between the leaft or greateft Quan- 
tity. 7. Totry, by a Sanctortan Chair, the 
Quantity and Quality of thofe Foods that per- 
{pire the moft and foone/t, and reduce the Body 
to pretty near always the fame Weight: Or, 
8. Laftly, Without Care, Anxiety or Per- 
plexity, to ftudy and purfue the iighteff and 
leafé of Food he can poflibly be cafy under; 
for, without all doubt, Nature will (to a Man 
of a fober Mind, and in his right Senfes) by 
acute and intolerable Pains from Hunger, ap- 
prize him at leaft in fome time, if he has under- 
a ae E 3 — — dos’d 
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pos’d Ker.. So far may fuffice to an honeft 
prudent Perfon, as to the Quantity of Food, 
or the Materials of the Curd of the Blood: 
As to the Liguids, or the Materials of the 
Serum, Lam perfedtly convinced, Nature never 
intended any thing but pure Water; Water 
being fignatur’d, by its greateft Fluidity and 
Infipidity, for carrying alimentary Particles 
readily and pleafantly through all the ftrait 
Meanders of animal Life; and having de- 
fign’d fermented Liquors, and the Juices of 
_ Fruits and Vegetables, for Phyfic only, and 
they are, when usd with Intemperance, or as 
common Beverage, the fole univerfal and ade- 
quat natural Caufe of moft acquir’d Diftempers ; 
and Water-drinking only, the proper and ade- 
quat Antidote forfuch. ButifaMan will drink 
vinous and fermented Liquors, then the beft 
are thofe that are of a middling Strength, the 
lighteft, otdeft and ripeft, which have fpent or 
drop’d their /aline, tartarous and groflett Par- 
ticles by Age and Maturity; on which Ac- 
count the old Rheni/b or Hock, ripe Claret or 
Burgundy, neat old Port and Madera, will 
be preferable ; and the rich, fat, fiery, oily and 
grofs Wines are only to be usd as Cordials 
and Drams, on Neceflity and Extremity. 
But always the leaft is the very beft of all fer- 
mented Liquors whatfoever. . 


§. 26. WuHoeEveR can refolye in bad Spi- 
rits, abad Contftitution, and in advanced Life, 
bbs: elas gag ae ee eS ar oe 
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to go into aRegimen, may, I think, fairly be 
manumitted from Drugs, that is, from any 
kind of Alteratives, even the Preparations of 
Mercury, Steel, Antimony, Sulphur, and all 
thofe of the ponderous and mineral Kind, 
they will only tear and rend his tender Bowels 
and Veffels; and even from every fort of the 
violent and aéfive kind; and truft fimply to 
Nature and domeftic :vacuation, as the Sym- 
ptoms exa{perat, viz. little Bleedings, gentle 
and weak E'metics, Stomach Purges, mineral 
Waters of a proper kind, gentle Air and Exer- 
cife, and a Regimen of the lighteft and leaf, 
no regular Meals, but a little at a time and 
oftner; for as Nature will not, now on its 
Decline, bear the violent and aé#zve Remedies, 
without being torn to pieces, fo there is not 
fufficient Time in Life remaining for ftrong 
Health; and they muft confider what Nature 
can bear and do, and follow her by their Feed- 
ings rigidly, and treat themfelves as Children 
the fecond time, by giving her barely the 
lighteft and the deaf? fne can be tolerably eafy 
under, and always endeavouring to leflen the 
Quantity and Quality of the Diet, as her adzzve 
and digeftive Powers weaken and decreate 5 
for one Day tolerably eafy by the Strength of 
Nature only, will be better than two fuch by 
the Help of Art, for her Recovery, and pro- 
Jonging her Life. 


BE 4 | 6.27. [sy 
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§. 27. IN alow Regimen, even when upon 
Neceflity, and under prudent Counfel and Ad- 
vice, when a Perfon has enter’d upon it, and 
has continued in it for a long time, they may 
have many Plunges, Difcouragements and 
Exacerbations ; elpecially as the peccant Mat- 
ter becomes collected from the Mats of Blood 
by the greater Glands, and is now foliciting 
to be pumped off, or driven out by the Common- 
Sewer ; befides Accidents, the Inclemency and 
Alterations of the Sea/ons, efpecially Spring 
and Autumn, when animal aswell as vegetable 
Nature undergoes fome notable Alterations ; 
none ought to be fo {crupuloufly nice, as not, 
at fuch a Time, to lay afide their Jow Milk and 
Seed or vegetable Diet, and take to a little 
white Meat, and fermented Liquors, upon 
Naufea, Inappetency, and tranfiently to brace 
the Solids, to get Strength to throw off the ftil] 
remaining Load of Morbojity and Vifco/ity ; this 
is but like ftanding torakea littheBreath in afcend- 
ing a ffeep Mountain: But then they ought, as 
foon:as this periodical Paroxy/m is remov'd, by 
proper Evacuation, and this temporary braceing 
Regimen, to return to theircooling, foft, fweet- 
ning and thinning Dict, in order to purify the 
Juices totally. ‘1 his Interruption willonly re- 
tard the Cure a fhort time, and will give 
Strength to perfed it at laft, as far 4s the Na- 
ture of Things will permit: For it is to be be- 
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liev’d as a certain Truth, without which no 
Patient will be encouraged to proceed, that it 
is to alow, cool, thin ‘Dzer alone, with proper 
and indicated Evacuation, that the Blood is to 
be at laft mended, and the higheft Health the 
Conttitution will permit is to be obtain’d. 


§. 28. To conclude this tedious Detail, of 
the two, animal Food or fermented Liquors, 
either of any kind, that is in Ufe, if my Opi- 
nion were to be ask'd, Which of the two is 
moft pernicious to animal Bodies, or, in which 
of the two, Miftakes or Exceffes are moft per- 
nicious, fatal, and moft produétive of the 
fevere Diftempers? I would not hefitate a Mo- 
ment, to afcribe to fermented or diftill d Li- 
quors of any kind, the whole Blame of all 
or moft of the painful and excruciating Dit- 
tempers that affi€& Mankind : It is to it alone 
all our Gouts, Stones, Cancers, Fevers, high 
Hyfterics, Lunacy and Madnefs, are princi- 
pally owing: It is the true Pandora's Box. 
And he who would timeoufly give up, while 
he is tolerably well, fermented Liquors, and 
drink nothing but pure tepid Water, need never 
feek nor want any other Cure or Medicin, but 
gentle and proper L,vacuation occafionally, be 
his Diftemper what it will: He may then freely 
give up any Concern about what he fhould 
eat ; let him, without Fear, follow Nature and 
his Appetite, in whatever plain Meat is pre- 
eet ar ee Some fented, 
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fented, he can be in no Danger from any fatat 
or dangerous Diftemper. Water-drinking to 
thofe that are already tolerably well, begunearly, 
at leaft underThirty-five, or after,when no chro- 
nical, hereditary, mortal Diftemper is rooted, 
is the true and univerfal Panacea, and the 
Philofopher’s Stone. God has not only per- 
mitted, but by a wife Appointment of his 
Providence, has, in many Cafes, made animal 
Food abfolutely neceflary and indifpenfable ; 
and for great high Health and Spirits, warm 
and ftrong Blood, bodily Prowe/s and great 
Labour, it is the only proper Food; but for 
fermented Liquors, I know no Command, 
Countel, or Example. Certainly wife Na- 
ture, who has provided liberally Supplies for 
all our Wants, has furnifh’d us none of it; it 
is the Invention of {purious and luxurious Art, 
and it is prefent Death to many, and the na- 
tural Aversion of all Animals who follow pure 
Nature: It certainly fhortens the Duration of 
Life to all that ufe it even with Moderation, 
and is the alone adequat Caufe of all the 
mortal, painful and atrocious Diftempers. As 
aMedicin, prefent Relief, and as a d:tter Cha- 
lybeat Potion, on Occafions and Extremitics, 
it might be a tolerable Medicin; but as com- 
mon Beverage, it is a flow but certain Poifon. 


For a Conclufion, I will, from the whole, 
fet down a few Aphori/ms, that may perhaps 
| | inftruct 


the Regimen of Di Et, Gc. lix 
inftruct and eafe the Memory of the Valetud:- 
marian. 


Aphorifm 1. A CONSTANT Endeavour 
after the Highteff and the /eaff of Meat and 
Drink a Man can be tolerably eafy under, is 
the fhorteft and mott infallible Mean to pre- 
ferve Life, Health and Serenity. 


Aph. 2. He that would preferve a clear 
Head, and equal Spirits, muft keep his Sto- 
mach clean, his Bowels moderatly empty and 
uncompreft. | 


Aph. 3. Own bad Nights, Lownefs, Fla- 
tulence and Oppreflion of Spirits, of any Con- 
tinuance, the only certain Relzefs are, a fmalk 
Phlebotomy, agentle Vomit, a domeftic Purge, 
rideing a Horfe-back, and a Regimen of the 
lighteft and the /eaft perfifted in. 


Aph. 4. SMALL frequent Phlebotomies 
are the quickeft and moft effetual Mcan to 
mend the Blood, and to cure Cacochymy, if 
a Regimen of the lighteft and leaft be joined. 


 Aph. 5. GENTLE and repeated Evacua- 

tion upwards and downwards, (efpecially, and 
perhaps only, Vomits) by the Medicins moft : 
familiar and experienced, (the 4éf7on and Ex- 
ercife of Vomiting is its chief Ufe) are the 


fureft, 
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fureft, quickeft, and moft effe@ual Mean to 
prevent or remedy the ill Effects of Gluttony, 
Over-loading and Repletion, (that is, almoft 
all chronical Diftempers) provided the ighte/t 
and the /ea/f be join’d afterwards. 3 


Aph. 6. DISEASES are always to be 
cured by their Contrarzes, the high Diet by 
the /ow, the ot by the cool, the fapid by the 
anfiped, the thick and grofs by the thzm and 
poor, Repletion by Fafting, Inattivity by 
Exercife. Health acquir’d and pofleffed lies in 
the middle Regimen, between thefe two Ex- 
éremes. 


Aph.% PERFECT Health and good 
Spirits depend chiefly, if not only, on the 
eafy and pleafant Play or Performance of the 
Animal Functions, viz. the Digeftion, Circu- 
lation, Refpiration, Perfpiration, mufcular 
Motion, and the Secretzans. 


Aph. 8.. He that would be foon wef, 
muft be long fick, that is, treat himfelf as a 
Valetudimarian in moft things. 


Aph.9. EXERCISE and gentle Eva- 
cuation will fupply the Place of Ab/tinence, 
and Abfiinence will fupply the Place of Eva- 
_cuation; but the firft two are ftill preferable, 
becaufe they damage the Solids leatt. 

Ae ph 
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Aph. 10. QUANTITY in Food will 
fupply Quality, and Quality will fupply the 
Place of Quantity; but in very bad Cafes it 
is moft fecure to join doth. 3 ea 


Aph. 11. Tere is but little in a _/pe- 
cific Regimen of Diet to remedy or antidot 
a fpecific Diftemper; Abftinence in general, 
or a conftant Endeavour after the “ghte/t and 
the /ea/t, will conftantly fupply the Place of 
any /pecific particular Regemen of Diet: But 
in very bad Cafes, a particular Choice of the 
mott /pecific Regimen that Art, Experience 
and ‘Philofophy thew to be moft proper, is 
not to be neglected. 


Aph. 12. THe Regimen of Diet by which 
‘one is cured of a particular Diftemper, ought 
to be coninued, at leaft in fome Degree, efpe- 
cially if the Perfon is not much under P7fty, 
elfe the Diftemper will return with more {fe- 
vere and worfe Symptoms than at firft, as Ex- 
persence has conftantly fhew’d. 


—Aph.13. Every wife Man, after Fifty, ought 
to begin to leflen at leaft the Quantity of his 
Aliment; and if he would continue free of 
great and dangerous Diftempers, and preferve 
his Senfes and haculties clear to the aft, 
he ought every feyen Years go on, abatcing 

gradually 
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gradually and fenfibly, and at laft de/cend out 
of Life as he afcended into it, even into the 
Child’s Diet. 


_ Aph. 14. He that is o/d when he is young, 
that is, treats himfelf as a wife o/d Man does, 
or ought to do, by great Temperance, Air 
and Lxercife, if he lives paft Thirty-five, will 
be young when he grows old in Years. 


Aph. 15. No Perfon of any Fortune ever 
died, or fuffer’d acute Pains, or mortal Diftem- 
pers, by the too cool, too little, or too infipid 
in Diets all by the too hot, high and favoury: 
But Virtue and Health lic in the golden Mean, 
fo difficult to be fourid, and only to be fecur'd 
by the Zighte/t and the /ea/t a Man can be 
tolerably eafy under. 


_ Aph. 16. THE eternal Law of Nature, 
by intenfe Pain in Craveing and Hunger, will 
never fuffer a Perfon in his right Senfes to go 
on lorig obftinatly, and to his Hurt, in the 
too little. 


Aph. 17. WATER pure, clear and in- 
fipid, is the fole Beverage that can procure or 
continue Health, and a clear Head, being the 
fole Fluid that will pafs through the fmalleft 
animal Tubes without Refiftance; next to it 
are aqueous, or weak fermented Liquors: 
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Aph.18. WATER tepid or cold, or im- 
pregnated with the /pecijic Vegetables, or M:- 
nerals, that Experience has found proper to 
antidot a given Diftemper, is the true Pana- 
cea in both acute and chronical Diftempers: 
Nature has prepared no other Medicin for us, 
but Water impregnated with Vegetables in’ 
their uzces, or natural Mineral Waters on the 
Surface of the Earth. 


Aph.19. MILK is the only Food pre- 
pared by Nature for young, that is, weak and 
tender animal Bodies; and there is no real 
Difference between a young, tender, animal 
Body, and a difeafed grown Animal, but that, 
of the two, the /a/f is the worft; but it will 
coft Labour and Patience to make Mz/k agree 
in bzlious Cafes. 


Aph.20. MILK and {weet found Blood 
differ in nothing but in Colour: Milk is Blood, 
which almoft directly comes from the Chyle 
into the Teats of the Animal; and Blood is 
Milk which: has gone many Rounds in the C7r- 
culation, and is ground a little in the Lungs, 
where being mixt with the Nvtre of the Air, 
it receives its Scar/et Colour; it is a Medium 
between animal and vegetable Food. 


Aph. 2r. WuHeEr {weet, or medicated with 
the Juice of any /pecific Plant, Sage, Balm, or 
Orange, 
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Orange, or antifcorbutic, vulnerary, or pulmo- 
nic Plants, will fupply the Place, and are pre- 
ferable to moft Deco@ions, of Plants, Infufions, 
Apozems and ‘Diet-Drinks whatfoever, ex- 
cept thofe of the ftrong Detergents, as Hor/e- 
Radifh, Muftard-Seed, and the like, where 
neceffary. 


ph. 22. GOATS Whey being a natural 
Infufion from gentle Heat, and gentle Trzture, 
of the fine aromatic and nitrous Vegetables on 
which Goats feed only; is one of the very 
beft Diluents, Detergents, Cleanfers and Sweet- 
ners. of fcorbutic and falin Cacochymies. 


Aph.23.FRICTION Morning and Night, 
and in Winter Wafhing with warm, and Drying 
before a Fire, and in Summer with cold Wa- 
ter, is an excellent Mean to facilitat and pro- | 
mote the Perfpiration; to clean the Cutzcle, 
and cure cutaneous Uncleannefs and Defeda- 
tions, cold Bathezng is excellent, and prefer- 
able to every Wafhing in Cafes where the Blood 
is {weet and thin, the Solids too lax only. 


Aph. 24. CINCTURE with a broad 
quilted Belt about the Loins, to keep the Bow- 
e/s in their natural Situations, and the chy/ous 
Veffels in their beft Locality, and in flabby 
Conftitutions, weak Bowels and Atrophies, is 
of great Benefit.. 

| Aph. 
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Aph, 25. RIDEING isthe bef of all 
Exercifes to get Health, and to promote the Dj- 
gZeftions, efpecially in nervous Diffempers, 
where the Abdomen and the Meferare Glands 
are principally affected: But Walking is belt 
to preferve Health already got, becaufe it is 
the moft natural and the moft univerfal Pro- 
moter of all the Excretions. 


Aph. 26. IN Nature or Art there is no 
{uch immediat Cure for low Spirits, Anxiety, 
and Want of Sleep, as rideing a Horfe-back, 
long Journies with Fafting, or rather a very 
foft light Feeding with warm thin Liquors at 
Refting-Places, but that the leaft poflible that 
aCtual Fainting will permit. © 


Aph. 27. Next to Rideing, is cither a 
Vomit, or Fafting almoft to Faintnefs, and then . 
only a little {piced Wine and Water warm, 
and a Mouthful or two of dry Bisket every 
sth or 6th Hour, with continued Friétion, 
with a coarfe Cloth,warm Flannel, ora Flefh- 
Bruth, efpecially on the Spine, in Faintings 
and extreme Lowne/s. 


Aph. 28. To procure natural Reft, no- 
thing is like four or five middling Pills of true 
Affafwtida, with four or five Grains of pure 
fuccatrine Aloc, taken going to Bed. 
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Aph. 19. Tue only Way to fecure tole-. 
rable Spirits in very low Cafes, is a conftant 
Endeavour to make Hunger the greateft Pain, 
and to cheat the Appetite and Craveing with 
little, warm, light Liquors at large Intervals. 


Aph. 30. GOOD Hours will be always 
a moft beneficial Mean to preferve Healthand’ 
Spirits, to.go to Bed by Ten, and rife by Six. 


| Aph. 31. WHosoxEverR would preferve 
his Health and Spirits to the laft, even when 
he is in Poffeflion of it, ought to pafs through 
the great Operations of Phy/ick in the Spreng, 
viz. To bleed, vomit and purge, whether 
he have apparent Neceflity or not; for Scur- 
vy, or fcorbutick Fuices, is the great chronical 
and fundamental Diftemper of Brztazm; all the 
reft are but Sprouts and Branches of it. And 
therefore, dale a 


Aph. 32. VOMITS often repeated, at 
leaft as often as the Symptom of any Ail ag- 
gravats, increafes or exafperats, are the fole 


‘univer fal Antidot and Panacea of Britain’; 


an ailing Perfon cannot repeat them too often, © 
they will always prove beneficial and /a/utary. 


Aph. 33. Us cold Feet nothing like batire- 
ing them’in tepid Water a little before going 


to Bed. 


ries 
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Aph. 34. A low Diet feldom ‘extirpats, 
or totally eradicats, any hereditary chronical 
Diftemper, unlefs it be in the young, the mid- 
dling-aged, or the ftrong and healthy, who 
have otherwife tolerable Stamina; ; in the very 
puny, delicat and -flender, in the old, and far 
advanced in Life, even after Fifty, in the 
ftrongeft, it only abates the Violence of their 
Symptoms, makes them lefs fevere, and the 
Returns feldomer, and only prolongs the Du- 
ration of their Lives. 


Aph. 35. THE achi Difeafes of the caps 
and Necefiitous are generally owing to a bad, 
unwholefome, unfound Diet, and the Want 
of due Care of the other Non-naturals, Clean- 
nefs and Shelter; and are generally cured by 
their Contraries, viz. a good, wholefome, 
plain Diet, and a due Cleannefs, Shelter from 
the Inclemency of Seafons, and an ecafy Mind. 


Aph. 36. IF it happen that the Poor, and 
thofe having no Property of their own, by 
Stealth, Robbery, or unlawful Means, enter 
on and purfue the Luxury of the Rich and 
Opulent, not having the other Neceflaries and 
Conveniencies of Life, neglecting, or not be- 
‘ing able to afford, or being inured to want 
the neceflary Care of the other Non- naturals, 
their Difeafes are thea the moft atrocious, 


paintul 
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painful and miferable of any; which is the 
Reafon that the acute and contagious Diftem- 
pers begin firlt, {pread fafter, and are more 
mortal among them, than thofe of the better 
Sort. 


Aph. 37. DIET; a proper well regu- 
lated and parfimonious, cool Diet, is the far 
greateft Article of long Life and Health; but 
the other Non-naturals are to be carefully at- 
tended to, and guarded againft, elfe it will not 
avail alone, which is the Cafe in Monafteries, 
‘Defarts, and long Sea Vayages. 
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Philofophical C 9 NJEC TU RES. 


ABOUT THE 
NATURE and QUALITIES . 


OF THE 


Original Animal Body, 
PROGRESSIVE STATE 


IN ITS 


Several Stages of EXISTENCE, 


There is a natural Body, ana 


a Cor. xv. 4.4. 


there is a fpiritnal Body. 
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Philofophical CONJECTURES 
ABOUT: THE 
NATURE and QUALITIES 
OF THE 


Original Animal Body, 


AND OF ITS 


PROGRESSIVE STATE 
IN Li. T's 


Several Stages of EXISTENCE, 


§. 1. HERE are Animalcules, which 
being endued with Life and Mo- 
tion, muft confequently perform 


Animal Funétions, that are lefs than any Ob- 
ject perceptible by our Senfes. — 


Tuis is beyond all Doubt from Microfco- 
pical Difcoverics in Pepper Water, Spring 
Water, Vinegar, Sperm, the Urine and fluid 
Juices of almoft all morbid Animals; and 

B Mr. 
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Mr. Lewenhoeck has fhewn, that there are 
Animals, many Thoufands of which would 
not equal a vifible Grain of Sand; and that 
there are Tubes in Animals, of which feveral 
Hundreds would not equal a common Hairs 
and the fmalleft Anzmals, to carry on Life, 
mutt neceflarily have all the chief Organical 
Parts of the greateft Animals, at leaft analo- 


gically. 


§. 2. An organized Animal Body could 
not poflibly at firft have been formed, nor can 
its Functions be now accounted for, or ex- 
plained, by mere Mechanifin, or the Laws of 
Motion which now obtain, without the Sa- 
gacity and Agency of a primary felf-extftent 
Caufe; nor can the Funétions be continued 
without the Superintendance and Influence of 
a felf-moving, felf-acting fecondary Agent, in- 


forming and acting on it continually. 


Tuts is not only demonftrable from the 
Inertia and Paflivity of Matter, from the ob- 
vious Contradidion of a perpetual circular 
Motion, which is the Cate of all Animals (the 
Motion of the Heart, and the Mufcular Force 
of the Blood-Veflels, being the Caufe. of the 
Circulation, and the Czrculation being the 
Caufe (efficient or occafional) of the Motion 
of the Heart, and of the Mu/fcular Fibres;) 
But that mere Mechanif{m ats only according 
to the Sarfaces of Bodies; and yet it is probable, 

that 
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that animated Bodies at according to their Sé- 
lidities, and that every Atom of an animated 
Body is conftantly in A@ion, for the Preferva- 
tion and Well-being of the whole Machin, 
and alfo for exerting that particular Animal 
Funétion, which its Figure, Situation and Ufe 
in the Animal requires. Befides, natural and 
fimple Mechani/m can act only from One Cen- 
tre of Motion or Impulfe, in One fingle D;- 
reciton only ; whereas Curvature requires dif- 
ferent Dire€tion every Moment, and confe- 
quently various Centres of Motion or Impulfe. 
Now, if we confider the Varieties of Motions 
and Dire@ions in the Joints and Mufcles of 
Animals, but efpecially the znfinite Variety 
of Curvatures in the Arteries, Veins, and 
Nerves, and particularly in the Glands, we 
will readily perceive it to be utterly impoflible, 
and a Contradiction, that an Animal Body could 
have been at firtt formed without a Supra-me- 
chanical Organifation; or that it fhould con- 
tinue to ve, and perform Animal Funétions, 
without the continual Agency and Superin- 
tendance of a fecondary felf-active, and felf- 
motive Principle. | 


§. 3. It is highly probable, that the firtt 
Elements of Bodies, or the /ea/f and laft 
Particles of Matter, -are folid, hard, and indj- 
vifible, by any finite Power, or Force what- 
ever 3 becaule by friction, Collifion, and Uf, 

a B2 they 
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they are not worn out, and lofe not their 
Original Figure and Sizes fince they are ftill 
fit for the Ends and Purpofes of their firft In- 
ftitution. 


§. 4. Gov and Nature do nothing tn vain; 
and fince Body muft neceflarily be always en- 
dued with fome Figure, being neither infinitely 
{mall, nor infinitely great (where Figure may 
poflibly be thought to evanifh) the three moft 
fimple Figures of all folid Bodies, vzz. Spheres, 
Cubes, and equilateral triangular ‘Prifms, 
might poflibly at firft have made all the Diver- 
fitics of the primitive original Particles of 
fpecific Bodies. Thefe Figures, with the parti- 
cular Laws of Arttraétion and Union thence 
arifing, together with different “Dzameters, 
and various Combinations, may have made all 
the Differences of Bodies. 


§. 5. Tue feveral Elements, or the feveral 
Agegregats or Mafies of the different original 
Particles, now commonly called Elements, as 
Water, Air, Light, Salt, and Earth, have 
each fome {pecifick Qualities, which diftinguith 
them from each other, and which they never 
entirely lofe in any State whatfoever; but which 
may be fwallowed up, and rendered unattive, 
when blended and combined with other Par- 
ticles, as they are in the zvtegral Particles of 
natural Bodies, as thefe are conftituted in this 
aur Sy/tem. 

| WatTER 
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Water has its Incompreflibility, the Ro- 
tundity, or at leaft the Spherozdity of its con- 
ftituent Particles; its Tranfparency, or re- 
fractive Power, its Admiflion of Sa/ts into its 
Subftance without greatly increafing its Di- 
menfions, at leaft in a certain Quantity and 
Proportion, nay fometimes leflening them. 


Air has its Elafticity, its repulfive Force, 
its acid and mitrous Spirit, and its vzvifying 
Quality to Fire, and Animal Life. 


Licurt has its Activity, Velocity, Tenuity 
of its Particles, and its Fitts of ealy Tranfimiffion 
and Reflection, and probably a greater Gravity 
or Byas, on one Side, than the other of its 
Particles. 


Sat has its Solubility in Water only, its 
penetrating Virtue on Bodies, and its ftimu- 
lating Quality on animal Fibres; A greater 
Degree, and particular Law of the attractive 
Force of its Particles on one another, whereby 
its Clufers are generally of regular, and nearly 
fimilar Figures terminated by plain Surfaces. 


EARTH has its greater Gravity, loofe Con- 
nexion, and lefs Attra@ion of its Particles; its 
Friability, and irregular Figure, being probably 
the Ramenta or Abrafions of the other E/e- 


Ment Ss. 
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PERHAPS the primitive Animal Body 
might confift of the Fzr/? pure {pecific and fub- 
limed Elements, harmonioufly combined, and 
elegantly ranged in their Original Natures, of 
which our prefent patch’d grofs Bodies, are only 
the confufed denfe Kind; as our prefent Globe 
of Earth, its Water, Salt, Air, Light, and 
Earth, are but probably the putrified Carcafe 
of the primitive P/anet ; but both may con- 
tinue to have fome remote Analogy to one 
another, as a Carcafe hath to a living Beauty, 
or an Egyptian Mummy to a living Cleo- 
patra. — 


AccoRDING to this Analogy then, may 
not the Matter and Subftance of the original 
firft-created Vehicle or Animal Body, be of 
fuch Elements of the original Kind? of a ce- 
leftial and fpiritual Nature (fo to fpeak) in- 
finitely more fubtile and refined than the Mat- 
ter of Light, more elaftick than the fineft 
“Ether ; and whofe Particles might have had, as 
it were, an infinite Power of Attractian even 
at finite Diftances, and confequently might per- 
vade all grofs Bodies of our Sy/fem without Re- 
fiftance or Pain. i 


§. 6. On fuch an analogous Suppofition or 
Conjecture, the Finenefs, Elafticity and Law 
of Attraction in the Particles of fuch a /ps- 
yitual Animal Matter, might admit of De- 

| ; Brees 
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grees (as all Finites muft neceflarily-do) and 
the Degree might be in Proportion to the na- 
tural and ‘moral Powers of the Spirit con- 
junctly. 


It feems highly probable, that all finite 
created Spzrits have, and muft have material Ve- 
dicles, of Purity and Finenefs in Proportion 
to their natural and moral Powers conjundly, 
not only to limit and direc their Energy and 
Efficiency, but to commerciate with other Ani- 
mals, and inanimat created Natures; none but 
the Supreme Spirit, the Father of Spirits, being 
abfolutely. and entirely an infinitely pure zazma- 
terial Spirit, ating by his Power and Energy 
with equal Facility at all poflible Diftances, 
And the Vehicles, or original Bodies of all cre- 
ated Spirits might poflibly be of fome fuch 
Nature, as this deferibed Matter, which may 
be called /pzritual Matter, or Element. 


| §. 7. This fpzritual animal Body, at firkt 

divinely organized, may be rolled up, folded 
together and contracted in this prefent State of 
its Duration, into an infinitely fmall Punétum 
Saliens, into a Miniature ot a Miniature in 
infinitum, \odg’d in the Loins-of the Male of 
all Animals, (for it is highly probable the Fe- 
male was but a /econdary Intention, or a Bur- 
trefs to a falling Edifice) and proceeding in a 
diverging Series, and progreflive Gradation, 
that in due Time it may be fit to be nourifhed, 
B 4 and 
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and increafed by the Juices of the proper Fe- 
male, and thereby enabled to bear the Coarfe- 
nefs and Injuries of this rusnous Globe, and grofs 
Element, to which it is to be condemned for 
a certain Period. 


§. 8. Ir would feem that this /piritual 
Body, of this refin’d fubtile Matter divinely or- 
ganized, by an infinite Degree of Attraction 
to its particular informing Spzrzt, and by an in- 
dividual Fztnefs and Congruity to the {pecific 
immaterial Inhabitant, is fo intimately united 
with it in its original Creatzon, that they are 
never after to be feparated, whatever future 
State they may go into, by any finite Power 
whatfoever ; no more than the Firmnefs and 
Solidity of the primitive original Atoms of 
of Matter can be broken or divided by any 
natural Power. So that in whatever After- 
fiates it may exift, or whatever Plai/fer or 
Vehicle of a denfer and coarfer Element may 
be fuperinduced, the fpzrztual Inhabitant and 
the primitive Creation-Body go infeparably 
together. And as this refined {piritual Body 
might have been the Creation primitiveBody, fo 
it may, purified, develop’d and mundify’d, be- 
come the laft Refurrection and glorify'd Body. 


§. 9. It feems highly probable, analogous 
to the other Appearances of Nature, and con- 
gruous to rational Agency (if we fuppofe the 
firft Being rational, rntelligent and wife, act- 
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ing with Defigns and Purpofes) that the con- 
fining of zxtelligent or fentient Beings, for fo 
long a Time, to fo dark and ftrait a Prifon, 
in the Origin, Seeds and Eggs of Animals, 
on this ruinous Globe, mutt have been for 
fome wife and good End and Purpofe, in 
God’s moral Government of his intelligent 
and fentient Creatures; perhaps for Punzp- 
ment, Correction, progreflive Purification, and 
painful Senfation (4 Body haft thou given me, 
was faid of our Saviour, to make him paflive) ; 
Feeling and Experience being the moft effec- 
tual Mean to admonifh and teach finite, wan- 
dering and heedlefs Beings ; at leaft this feems 
one Part of the Deiign. 


§. 10. THart in our prefent Scene of Exift- 
ence, our natural Powers are tied down, 
fopited, and fettered by the Manner of our 
Crigimation, and coming into rational Life, 
is felf-evident: The wifeft and beft Man on 
the Earth, as to rational and intelligent Liv- 
ing, was firft like a mere Vegetable or Plant, 
afterward a mere Animal or Brute, and but 
at laft, very late, and only for a fhort Time, 
the rational and complete Man; and this 
‘Truth might be further illuftrated, and even 
demonttrated, from the Qualities of Matter, 
which are contrary to and deftru€tive of the 
Qualities of Spzrit. Now this Progreflion 
muft have fome End and Purpofe in the In- 
tention of a wife and good Caufe; and may 
fuppofe, that by the Abufe of Liberty, and 

Mf | ido- 
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idolatrifing the Creatures, the moral Powers 
(Fuftice, Goodnefs, and Truth) being erafed 
and cancell’d in the Spzrzt, the moft effectual | 
Mean and Expedient to reftore them, was to 
tye down, contract and fopite the xatural 
Powers of the Soul (Living; Perceiving, 
and Willing) to a Level and Equality with 
thefe defaced moral Powers, that by the Ufe 
of the proper Means, they might (without 
Letts or Obftacles from thefe natural Powers) 
gradually improve and grow up together, in 
the fame Degree and Order; at leaft this 
may be One not improbable End and Defign 
of Providence, in this progreffive Growth of 
the natural Powers of the human Spirit ; 
fince it is evident in Fact, that where the xa- 
tural and moral Powers of the Soul rife to 
any Degree, this Progreflion is obferyed. 


§. rr. The Works of God are without Re- 
pentance, the true unbodied Spiritual Sub- 
{tance in intelligent and fentient Natures, be- 
ing an Emanation, Efflux, Ray, or Spark, or 
(if I durft ufe: fuch figurative Language) an z7- 
fimtefimal Miniature of his Subftance, (and of 
his ving, perceiving and willing, or whole 
Nature) who is Se/f-exzfient ; After flowing from 
him, can no more perzh, or ceafe to live, per- 
ceive and wll, than neceflary Self-exiftence 
can ceafe to be; fo that Leving, Perceiving 
and Willing, (i.e. Cogitation) can never be 
totally extin& in any intelligent and fentient — 
Being: Never inthe Root, Faculty or Power, 
| Lo 
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tho’ they may be, and often are, in the A4éfs 
like Fire in Afhes. Annihilation is contra- 
didtory to, and deftructive of infinite Wifdom 
and Power, and unworthy of infinite Perfec- 
tion, requiring the fame Ovmmnzpotence that 
Creation docs; Reaction being always equal 
to Adtion. And Se/f-aéfvity being an znf- 
nitefimal Miniature of neceflary Exiftence and 
Omnipotence. The firft Being might as jutt- 
ly be fuppofed capable of deftroying Himfelf, 
as his Miniature Images: Befides, it were nei- 
ther wife nor good even in a Man, to fuffer the 
Heir Apparent of a great Kingdom to deftroy 
or annihilate himfelf, if it were poflible by 
CorreGtion, Reftraints, Time, and due Cul- 
ture, to fit him for the Poffeflion; and fure ~ 
every Thing that is wife and good is poflible 
to the bef of Beings. Thete Natural Powers 
may be fopited, contracted and hindred from 
iffuing into A@tion, (as we fee they are in found 
Sleep, in fome Difeafes, Syncope’s, and many 
other Cafes) by Obftacles of, and Refiftances 
from grofs Matter, by Bonds, Fetters and 
Chains made of thefe our Alements ; and the 
coarfer and ftraiter thefe Fetters and Chains 
are, the ftraiter and clofer the Prifon may be, 
and the weaker and fewer may be the Acts of 
the natural Powers, till this Prifon become al- 
moft dead. Matter, and a ‘Dungeon, or a mere 
Point. Now infinite Wifdom and Power, 
being, as it were, neceflitated by the infinite 
Benevolence of his Nature, to lay out all the 
a Energy 
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Energy of his Omnipotence and Omnifci- 
ence, to recover and reftore his Miniature 
Images, confiftent with the Harmony of his. 
own Attributes, and with the Ufage of their 
natural Powers, (neither of which he could 
force, or offer Violence to,) feems to have 
contrived this wonderful Expedient, vzz. to 
tye down, fopite and reftrain the Acts and 
Exertion of the natural Powers, of laps’d, /en- 
tient and intelligent Beings, for a determin’d 
Space of Time, by Chains and Fetters made 
of the Elements of this ruinous G/ode, in 
order to punifh and purify them, and fo to 
vindicate his Soverezgnty, to repair the Indig- 
nity done to his Purzty, to warn and deter the 
other Orders of his ftanding AHverarchies, and 
at the fame Time, by leffening the Strength 
and Activity of the natural Powers in their full 
Vigour, to allow Freedom and Uninterrup- 
tion from them, for the Reftoration and Ad- 
vancement of the moral Powers. 


§. 12. WERE the zatural Powers of a free, 
laps’d and intelligent Being,greatly and eminent- 
ly higher than the moral Powers in the prefent 
State, they muft neceflarily clafh with, inter- 
rupt and greatly hinder the Acquifition of the 
moral Powers. For Example, unerring Evi- 
dence, irrefragable Demonftration, abfolute 
Certainty, muft neceffarily interfere with Hz- 
mility, “Dependence, Refignation, Faith and 
Tru, and confequently with all Merit, Gra- 

titude, 


the Original Animal Body. 13 
— titude, and Love. What Faith? What Refig- 
nation? What Merit is there in believing the 
Propofitions of Euclid? In this we are as 
much paflive in our immaterial Principle, as 
in our Material. We truft our Lives and 
Fortunes to a Seaman, or Coachman, not 
on Demontftration and abfolute Certainty, 
but becaufe we believe them to be honefé 
able Perfons in their feveral Vocations. Faith 
and Hope muft eternally exclude Mathema- 
tical Certainty. Perfect Demonftration and 
abfolute Certainty, would exclude Choice, 
EleGion and Preference, in finite dependent 
Creatures. It is Probability alone, Verifi- 
militude, Analogy, and final Caufes, or 
Revelation, that can be the proper Evi- 
dence to produce Faith, and to give Merit, 
Choice, Eletion and Preference to the Acti- 
ons of finite, laps'd and dependent Creatures 3 
and this whole prefent Scene of Providence, 
and the Darknefs, Obfcurity and feeming De 
formity on the Face of Nature, and the Works 
of an All-wife, All-good Being, feem only 
contrived and calculated, to preferve the na- 
tural Powers of lapfed finite Intelligences z7- 
violate, and at the fame Time to harmonife 
with the Divine Attributes. For had the a- 
tural Powers continued in their Perfection 
and full Extent, while the sora/ Powers were 
eancell’d and extinguifh’d, they could never 
have been reftored confiftent with the Har- 
mony of the Divine Attributes, and the na- 
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tutal, unperifhable and inviolable Powers of 
free Intelligences. Liberty to do Good or 
Evil, Pre-Exiftence abus’d, univerfal Re- 
foration, and final’ Confirmation, confittent 
with the Harmony of the Dzvine Attributes, 
and the natural Powers of lapfed Intelli- 
gences, well explain’d, will remove all the 
poflible Difhiculties and Obfcurity, in Nature, 
Providence, and Revelation. 


§. 13. To comprehend, afcertain and de- 
min with Preczfion, and Mathematical of 
Metaphyfical Certainty, the real Nature, or 
Subftance of any thing, fmall or great, 
is incompatible with F72mtude, and the fole 
incommunicable Attribute of the Dezty; and 
if lapfed finite Creatures, fuch as we of the 
human Race are fuppofed to be, could attain 
to it, it would deftroy our Liberty to ac, 
(whofe very Affence confifts in doing any thing 
or its contrary) and determin us infallibly to 
one Tenour of Aion, as certainly as one Im- 
pulfe, or one Centre of Motion in a Body, 
would determine it to one ‘Dreéfion, or in a 
Right Line, and confequently would counter- 
act our Recovery and Reftoratzon, and render 
it impoflible. And the moft perfec Cheru- 
bim in Heaven, to perpetuate. and eternzfe its 
Happinefs, muft neceflarily have made a fir- 
rendry and facrifice of its Wz// to infinite Good- 
nefs, and its Underftanding to infinite Wif- 
dom; and tho’ all that are admitted to the 
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Beatific Vifion, fee God Face to Face, or fee 
as they ave feen, yet it can be only pro Mo- 
dulo fuo; and tho’ the Faith and Truft ne- 
ceffary to us here in our uncertain lapfed pro- 
batory State, when we come to Glory fhall be 
done away, yet naked Faith, or a Faith 
founded folely on the Ip/e Dixit of infinite 
Perfection, as well as pure Love, or love of 
Infinite Perfectzon for itfelf, or for its own 
Amiability, is indifpenfibly neceflary even in 
Heaven, to perpetuate and efernz/e the Felicity 
of the moft perfe& Seraphim. As our bodily 
Eyes are utterly incapable of perceiving the 
real and pofitive Magnitude, Dimenfions and 
Diftance of material ObjeGs, nothing but their 
relative ones; fo is the moft fublime and 
perfect created Underftanding for ever in- 
capable to difcover, and comprehend the pre- 
cife Nature, Effence or Qualities of the Firff 
Being, or of any of his Joweff Works. O6- 
Jetts are perceivd .or comprehended not ac- 
cording to their own abfolute preci/é and pofé- 
tive Nature, by created Underftandings of any 
Order and Degree, but refpectively and rela- 
tively, according to the Degree and Extent 
of their Faculties; and yet a Miniature may 
 betruly a Pidture, and as juft an one in /mall, as 
one at /ength, and between the Firff Being, 
and the abfolute Nature of his Works, as con- 
ceivd and comprehended by creaturely Facul- 
ties, there will be allways the Proportion of 
Lnfimte to Finite. And when Fefas Chrift 
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faid he was the Truth, the abfolute Truth, ke 
as really affirm’d his Dzvznity, as when he faid 
he that hath feen me, hath feen the Father, 
or Land the Father are one; for the abfolute 
precife Metaphyfical Truth of real pofitive 
Things is infeparable from the ‘Divine Na- 
ture; and he could not be honeft and fincere 
even as a Creature, if in fuch a momentuous 
and and fundamental Poznt, he could lead 
Creatures into a Miftake; an honeft Perfon 
would have trembled to come fo near plain 
Bla/phemy, and yet he fays his Words are Spirit 
and Truth. But I beg Pardon for this Digret 
fion out of the Sphere of Philofophy. 


§. 14. THE fubjecting material Bodies, the 
outward Creation, and, perhaps, fpiritual Na- 
tures, to general and invariable Laws, (the 
continuing thefe under the Lap/e, which were 
and muft have been eftablifh’d in the State of 
Innocence, I fay, the Continuance of thefe) 
feems to be another Expedient of infinite Wif- 
dom to preferve Liberty in the Recovery of the 
moral Powers of lapfed Intelligences, and to 
conciliate the Harmony of the Divine Attri- 
butes. Without thefe general Laws, (difco- 
verable only to any Degree, by juft Obferva- 
tion, calm Attention, accurate Experiment, 
extenfive Induction and Calculation) there 
could be no Room for Correction, Amending, 
for Choice and Election, or for moral Good 
and Avi; but Things would happen in the 

| intel- 
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intellectual and moral Sy/fem, as they are fup- 
pofed to happen ‘in the zatural Syftem on the 
Epicurean Scheme, by Chance, Cafualty, Fits 
and Starts, or fatal Necellity ; which isabfolutely 
to deny the jirft Being to be a rational, intel: 
ligent and free Agent; for infinite Wifdom 
can do nothing, but for wife Ends and Pur- 
pofes ; ; and muft contrive Means, which have a 
natural and neceflary Tendency and Fitnefs for 
thefe Ends. If thefe Means be not feen by us, 
er being in fome meafure feen, may feem Bor 
to attain their Ends, it is becaufe, being finite 
lapfed Creatures, our narrow Capacities can- 
not reach them, or becaufe all the Conditions 
requilite to make them effectual, were not pre- 
fent in a particular Cafe; for infinite W ifdom 
muft act uniformly, with Order, Number, 
| Weight and Meafures all which, nothing but 
general Laws and Canons can effet, as is well 
known to Geometers, and plainly exemplified 
in the univerfal Canons of Algebra, If thefe 
general Laws be duly inveftigated, cautioufly 
ouarded, and all the neceflary y Conditions be 
taken i in, they can never fail of obtaining their 
End and Effe@; unlefs infinite W ifdom and 
Power /ufpend them for a limited Time, to 
manifeft his Power, or for moral Ends and Pur: 
oe or unlefs they are seh from attaining 
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§. 14. Tue only Thing worthy of a true 
Philofopher is, with Attention, to draw up 
and colleé as many as he poflibly can, of thefe 
general Laws of the Divine Agency in the 
natural, moral, and intelle@tual World, for his 
own Ufe, or that of his Fellow-Intelligences. 
For without all Doubt they muft be fome few of 
the moft obvious of the Laws of infinite Wif- 
dom, laid down as the Plan, by which all his 
Works of Wonder were at fir form’d, and 
are ftill govern’d: And tho’ in Him all this 
creat Affair was but one fingle 4c of Wit 
dom and Power, yet in regard to us his zf- 
nitefimal Miniatures, now in a lapfed State, 
they muft be confider’d by Parts, in different 
Adts, and divided Seéfions, and view'd fepa- 
rately, in Proportion to our weak and limited 
Faculties: For certainly general Laws, and uni- 
verfal Rules, are the Method of Divine 
Agency, and of his wife Providence. 


§. 15. THe general Laws of Motion, the 
Laws of fimple Mechanifin, the Laws of Ke- 
fraction and Reflection, and many more fuch 
general Laws, both in natural Phzlojophy, 
civil Society, and human Policy, are pretty 
well known and adjufted, in all the polifh’d 
— Nations of the World; and it is not impro- 
bable fuch general Laws may obtain in other 
Sy/tems, at leat analogically : and they actually 
do fo, as far as our Obfervation reaches. And 
jt is very probable that fimilar and analogous 

general 
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general Laws, have place in the moral, /piri- 
tual and intellectual World. For God is the 
fame Tefterday, To-day, and for Ever; his 
Nature, Attributes, and Agency, uniform: 
find fince he ats by general Laws in material 
Agency, it is highly probable, and conform- 
able to his infinite Wifdom, to a@ in the 
fame uniform Manner in all his Operations, 
ad extra; and, as far as jult Obfervations 
have been made, and well-grounded Conclu- 
fions drawn by Analogy, we fhall find it fo in 
all the Syfems, Moral, Spiritual or Divine ; 
tho’ thefe laft have been but little ftudied, and 
timoroufly applied to, by Perfons of a proper 
Spirit and Genius, out of Dread of the odious 
Defignation of Euthufiafim or Superttition: 
but future Ages may perhaps get over this Ter- 
ror; for the Method has a folid Foundation in 
the Nature of Things. 


§. 16. THESE general Laws of the Divine 
Oeconomy in Creation and Providence, or the 
Rules of confummate Wifdom and Fitnefs, 
which the Supreme Being has chalk’d out and 
laid down, are, without ali Doubt, inexhaufti- 
ble and incomprehenfible to fuch an Order of 
Beings as we are in our prefent State, and un- 


difcoverable to any Degree of Perfe@ion ; jor 


who can fearch out the Almighty ta Perfec- 
tion? Perhaps the Difeovery af them may be a 
Part of the Happinefs and PerfeGtion of another 
State of Exiftence, and fome {mall Portion ef the 
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Employment of happy contemplative Spirits in 
other Regions; and there, The Works of the 
Lord will appear wonderful to them that de- 
light therem. For if the Firft Being be rati- 
onal, intelligent, wife and good, as doubtle{s 
he is infinitely fo, there muft of Neceflity be 
in all his Works, Condué@ and A@tions ad 
extra, one perpetual Axalogy, and one con- 
tinued Harmony through the Whole, and in 
every fingle Part; each individual Organ and 
Law mutt be fitted to this great End, vzz. the 
Perfection of the Whole, and of each Part 5 
and he who confiders the Oeconomy of Na- 
ture, Providence, and Refforation, with great- 
eft Attention and Humility, will moft clearly 
difcern this Wifdom, Fitnefs, and Divine Or- 
der in them, 


§. 17. SuPPOSE aninfinitely wife, power- 
ful and good Being, did intend to produce 
fomething new, that he had no Pattern or Mo- 
del of before Him, (as the firft intelligent Caufe 
could not poflibly have in Creation) as an Arti- 
ficer; for Example, (to defcend the loweft in a 
Similitude) he could only exprefs, in fenfible 
Images, the Genius, Nature, and Ideas of his 
ownMind, and fit the Parts and Organs of fuch 
a Machine to the Endand Ufe for which it was 
defigned, with Number, Weight and Mea/ure ; 
and fo (to compare great Things with {mall) 
Supreme Wifdom, having nothing but Him- 
felf, his own beneficent Nature and Attributes 

before. 
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before Creation, to copy forth and reprefent, 
could,in all his Works of W onder, delineate no- 
thing but his own Subftance, Nature, Wifdom, 
—Goodnedls, Jufticeand Truth. Sothatall Nature, 
“all Creation, all the Worlds, the Material, Mo- 
ral and Spiritual, can poflibly be nothing elfe, 
but the fupreme, immente and infinitely perfect 
Being,di/play d.pourtray d,andmade fenfible and 
perceptible. Mundus univer fis nilil aliud eft, 
guam ‘Deus explicitus, aid a learned Man. 
To think otherwife, is a fort of Bla/phemy, 
-and degrading of infinite Wifdom and Per- 
fetion below finite Japfed human Intelli 
gences. Forthere is no poflible Work of any 
Man, but which in fome Degree is a Picture of 
himfelf, of his own Idea, or of the Contftitu- 
tion and Complexion of his Mind at that 
Tame. | 


 §. 18. Ir then there be a perpetual Aya- 
dogy running through all the Works of God, 
Natural, Moral and Spiritual; if all his 
Workings ad Extra, be Reprefentations, Pic- 
tures and HZeroglyphicks, {tronger or weaker, 
more general or more particular, of his own 
Nature, Complexion and Attributes; if the 
material inanimated Syftem of outward 
Things, being contrived with infinite Fitness, 
Juftnefs, Propriety and Delicacy, do repre- 
fent his infinite Wifdom and Power, in 
a more fenfible, yet in a darker and weaker 
Manner; and if the Oeconomy of his univerfal 
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and particular Providence, and the amazing 
Occonomy of the Refforation of every indivi- 
dual lJapfed Being, be ftronger and more irre- 
fitible Evidences and Reprefentations of his 
infinite ‘Penetration, ({o to fpeak) Benevo- 
lence and Power; then it muft be acknow- 
ledged, that, through all his Works, there runs 
one perpetual Progreffion, one continual Axa- 
fogy, and uninterrupted Harmony, of his own 
Nature, Wifdom and Power; and that as Pré- 
portion isthe Medium, and true Logic of ma- 
terial Natures and Beings, fo Analogy is the 
true Key and Analyfis of fpiritual Natures 
and Qualities; and as the Data of the firft is 
in Senfation, or the Notices from our Senfes, or 
decurate Experiment: fo the Data of the /aft 
is in Attention and Reflexion upon our own {pi- 
ritual Natures, and their Operations, and. Expe- 
rience of the Qualities, Sentiments and Paf- 
_fions of our own Hearts and Souls; and carry- 
ing thefe to as great a Height as poflible. For 
T can conceive no clearer of more diftine 
Mannet to give a Child or an ignorant Perfon 
an Idea (tho’ low and imperfect) of the firff 
Being, than to tell him He is like the Sou ot 
tiving Nature, of the beft and moft amiable 
Petfon he ever knew, infinitely exalted, 
without his ImperfeCtions; but who has 
Life and Being from Himfelf only: whereas 
all his Creatures are Emanations from Him, 
and the Works of his Power: And what is 
this, but a true Avalogy ? Jult fuch a one, as 
whea 
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when we give an Infant or ignorant Perfon an 
Idea of the Sea, by fhewing him the nearett 
ereat Lake, and telling him that the Sea is of 
the fame Nature, but vaftly bigger. 


§. rp. Iris plain from the natural, civil, 
and facred Hiftory of the whole human Race, 
from the vifible and perceptible State of our 
Globe, its furrounding Atmofphere, kindred 
Planets, and their Influences upon ours; that 
Pain, Suffering and Mifery, is as natural and 
neceflary to us here in this prefent State, as 
Exiftence is. It is utterly unavoidable but 
in Degree; none ever lived, but felt it 
it fome Kind or Degree or other. The Ex- 
treme Tendernefs and Delicacy of our Jumba- 
ginous and fpermatic State, {ubje& us to the 
Diftempers and Sufferings arifing from the In- 
difcretions and bodily Difeafes of our Parents: 
The Weaknefs and Helplefsnefs of Childhood 
and Infancy, expofe us to innumerable Acci- 
dents and Diftempers. The imprudent and 
improper Nourifhment in Quantity or Qua- 
lity, given us by our Mothers or Nur/es, 
bring naturally on us Suffering and Mifery : 
The Grofsnefs, Coarfenefs, and Inclemency of 
the Element we live and breathe in, mechant- 
cally infects us with its noxious and deleterious 
Qualities: Ignorance, bad Example, contagious 
Cuftom, and popular Errors and Prejudices 
continue the Hazards and Dangers of Chi/d- 
bood. Strong Paflions and Appetites, a wrong 
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Tutn of Head or Heart, a corrupt and de- 
generate Age, f{trengthen and confirm our Mi- 
feries and Misfortunes in Youthhood: Difap- 
poirtments, Misfortunes, Cares, Want of, of 
the bad Ufage of the Neceflaries and Conve: 
niencies of Life, Luxury or Intemperance, Fa- 
mine or Scarcity, Apidemical Difeafes, or un- 
forefeen Accidents, one or other, or perhaps 
all together, make the Complexion of Muan- 
hood: And old Age (the Cardinal Difeafe of 
human Life) finifhes the dark Scene of hu- 
man Mifery with perpetual Aches, Sores and 
Infirmities of Body and Mind; amore fenfible 
Dotage aiid Childhood, af edium Vite, witha 
Defire of Diflolution, which is yet accompanied 
With a terrible Dread of it; all thefe conclude 
this Cmax and Progreflion of Mifery ; through 
which the very beft and wifeft, that lafts out 
the natural Duration of Life, mult pafs, for 
his Punifbment, Expiation, and Purification ; 
not to mention the Remorfe and internal Cru- 
cifixion of thofe who feel a Law in their Mem- 
bers warring againft the Law of their Minds 
in a perpetual Strife and Confli@. It is only 
in and through the Oeconomy of the Refto- 
ration, by the Knowledge of the Go/pel, that 
thefe natural, neceflary and unavoidable Pains, 
Punifhments and Miferies; can be turned, may 
be reckoned, and are really Mercies, Bleffings, 
fatherly Corrections, lofe their Stings, and 
become Righteoufne/s, and Peace, and Foy 
in the floly Ghoff. tis Mi ae 
«$20. Paty, 
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§. 20. Pain, Punifbment, and Suffering 
then would feem to be a natural, neceflary and 
(as it were) a mechanical Mean of Expiation, 
Purification and Perfection, to all fentient and 
intelligent Beings, in this prefent State of Exi- 
ftence: which Virtue, Attention and Care can 
only leffen, but which none can totally, but only 
ina {mall Degree, avoid, if not by and through 
the Means juft now mentioned. As rubbing 
hard Bodics againft one another, is the only 
Method to pol/z/b and finih them; and the harder 
and longer the Friéfzon, the finer the Polith, 
and the more perfed the Figure; fo Pain, in 
fentient and intelligent Beings, arifes from Re- 
fiftance te Aétion, or from Re-aétion, which 
in {piritual as well as material Agency, is al- 
ways equal and contrary to éfion. Senticnt 
Beings naturally, neceflarily, and, as it were, 
mechanically, recede from, and exert aPrinciple 
of Refiffance and Re-aétion to the Caufe of 
Pain; intelligent Beings, ceteris paribus, 
neceflarily fly from it with greater Velocity, 
from the united Force of Senfation and Re- 
flection. Scnfation and Perception begin the 
Averfion and Reluctance to the Caufe or Oc- 
cafion of Pain, and Refle@ion turns it inte an 
Abhorrence and Deteftation. 


§. 21.. Consciousness of the Reafons 
and Effeéts,feems inno wife abfolutely neceflary 
towatds ‘Purification in general, at leaft to- 

, wards 
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wards the firft Degrees of it, as we fee in 
Brutes, Children and Ideots. Pain and Pu- 
nifhment in fuch a Degree, and often repeated, 
will naturally bring them to abftain from that, 
for which they fuffer. Con/cioufnefs of the 
End and Defign of it feems only neceflary to 
accelerate, perfe&t and turn into a Hadit, the 
Averfion and Abhorrence of what has caufed 
Pain, and to ftrengthen that Habit into a fe- 
cond Nature; as Wood is made ftreight, firft 
by foftening it by Fire, and then keeping it 
by Cords and Weights in a Situation contrary 
to itsCurvature. Pain and Punifhment {often 
and melt down the Subje&, Confcioufne/s 
fixes and hardens it, and gives it an habitual con- 
trary Nature. Confcioufnefs attends fingle 
Ats only, and not Habits; when the Habit 
is perfetted, Confcioufnefs vanifhes and dies 
away (asa perfect Mufician, while playing on 
an Inftrument, refic@s not on fingle Strokes 
diftin@ly) fo that Confcioufne/s {eems neceflary 
as a Check or Bar, to prevent Relapfes; and 
feldom takes place till the End and Defign of 
Punifhment is in fome Degree obtained. 


§. 22. From what has been faid, it is 
evident that this our P/anet and its Appen- 
dages, is really and literally a Prifon or Gaol, a 
Place of Banifhment, of Pains and Punifhment 
for a certain Period of Time, to lapfed fen- 
tient and intelligent Beings: like Szberza among 


the Ruffians, the Baffille or the Prerre in 
Ri cifé 
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cife with the French, or the Plantations 
ot Newgate among us. And the Inhabi- 
tants of both Kinds, fentient and intelli- 
gent, are, without a Figute: Prifoners, Slaves, 
and Felons, under a State of Expiation and 
Purification. Our whole Creation, our in- 
tire Sy/fem, in regard to our defaced and 
fpoilt Planet, labours like Slaves at the Oar, 
is in Travail, in a perpetual hermentation 
and Effervefcence, as in a malignant Fever, 
working for a Crzfé and Delivery. Some In- 
dividuals may be delivered fooner, fome later, 
according as their Expiation and Purification 
is perfected; and at laft the whole Sy/fem, and 
all its Inhabitants, muft naturally and necedfla- 
rily, but harmonionfly or analogically, and ac- 
cording to general Laws, undergo fome great 
and violent Cré/e, and an univerfal Gaol-De- 
livery will be brought about; but when and 
how this will be accomplifhed, is beyond Con- 
jeGture; a Thoufand Years are but as aDay 
here, and the Ways of the Almighty are patt 
finding out. It would feem as if the only 
Problem, or Difficulty, (to {peak fo in regard 
to Omnipotence, where no real Difficulty can 
happen) worthy of infinite Wifdom to /o/ve, 
were to recover, perfect and eftablifh in per- 
petual and unrelapfing Order and Parity, 
free and lapfed intelligent Beings, confiftent 
with the Harmony of his own Attributes, and 
the natural Powers with which he has endued 
them. How infinite Wifdom and Power will 
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bring this about, we can only conje@ure in a 
few general Hints, from fuch of his generat 
Laws as are obvious, from fixal Cau/es, 
which are plain, and muft include fome Part of 
the Ends in rational Agency; and from dark 
Sketches of the Aualogy of Things: not im- 
poflibly thus. 


§. 23. AN infinitely wife, good and power- 
ful Being having created this Sy/fem, we can- 
not fuppofe, but it muft have been as perfect 
and blifsful, as its Nature could admit, and his 
fentient, intelligent Creatures as happy, as 
their Natures and Order could allow; and that 
he muft have furnifhed them with Means and 
Power to perpetuate, if not increafe, this Per- 
fection and Happinefs. But from the very Na- 
ture and Eflence of Liberty; whoever hasa Power 
to continue or increafe in a State, mutt alfo have 
a Power to fall back or decreafe; whatever is 
jimite, muft neceflarily be fallible. Now fup- 
pofe fuch finite fallible Beings actually lapfed : 
the fame wife and good Being mutt have or- 
dered Things fo, not only that they fhould re- 
cover and rife again, but that their Fall and 
Lapfe thould at laft be a Mean, not only to 
ftrengthen, confirm and fix them in Happinefs 
ever after, (and this feems the only Mean, by 
which fallible free lapfed Creatures, once actu- 
ally fallen, could be brought to an illapfing 
State of Stability) but even to. increafe the De- 
gree of their Happinefsand Perfection; and this, 
I think, would not onlybe the full and plenary 

solu- 
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Solution of this infinitely dificult Problem, 
but one worthy of its all-wife and all-powerful 
Author only ; and this he has effected, I think, 
by thefe three Expedients or Means. 1. By 
continuing general Laws of Agency in mate- 
rial, moral and fpiritual Actions, plainly inti- 
mating, that the Concurrence of the fame 
Caufes and Conditions will always produce the 
fame Effeéts; and fo leaving Room for Confi- 
deration, Amendment, Improvment, Choice, 
and the Difcernment of moral Good and Evil, 
and thus fecuring Lzberty and the other natu- 
ral Powers of lapfed Intelligences. 2. By tying 
down, fopiting and fufpending the watural 
Powers of the Soul for fo long a Time, as is its 
Duration from the firft original Ma/e, till the 
Bonds and Chains, by which their Exertion is 
reftrained, be broken and untyed by Death. 
That during this Time, the Benefit acquired 
by the progreflive Parentage (if tey happen 
to return to Order and Habits of Virtue, or 
have their moral Powers recovered) may ope- 
rate on thefe zzfinitefimal Miniatures; by 
mending their Natures, that they themfelves 
may have time given to recover into Order ; 
and that the Interruption from the zatural 
Powers arrived at their PerfeQion, might not 
prevent the Acquifition and Recovery of the 
Moral ‘Powers. And, 3. By the Oeconomy 
of Redemption by a Saviour, which doubt- 
jefs was projected before the Creation of the 
World, or this Syftem, and when the pro- 


pcb 


30 ©6Philofophical Conjectures on 


per Difpofition to receive it, and toreap the Be- 
nefit of it, is acquired; and which may in fome 
Time or Place, explicztly or zmplicitly, be re- 
vealed, to finifh the Work of Reftoration. But 
that not being my Province in a Philofophical 
‘Difquifition, | proceed. 


§. 24. Ir is the grofleft Abfurdity and Con- 
tradiction to fuppofe, that an infinitely wife 
and beneficent Being would make either /en- 
tient ox intelligent Beings fuffer, merely for 
Suffering’s Sake. He mutt have had juft, good 
and kind Reafons for this his /frange Work. 
And fince it is certain, that both fentzent and 
intelligent Beings do and. muft unavoidably 
fuffer, and are in a State of Punifhment, Mi- 
fery and Banifhment here; it neceffarily fol- 
lows, that they are in a State of Expiation, Pu- 
rification and progreflive Perfection, in their 
re{pective Orders; and will at laft be fet free, 
made happy, and perfected, and confirmed in 
that State for ever. Ommnipotence furely can, 
and infinite Goodnefs, 1 hope, will do all 
this. | 


§. 25. IF all is not Deceit and Illufion, it 
mutt be evident to a Demonffration, that no- 
thing imperfect or unhappy in its Order can 
come out of the Hands of infinite Perfection ; 
and yet it is Fact, that all /entient and intelli- 
gent Beings here, are univerfally more or lefs, 
miferable and imperfect; and that there never 

Was 
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was any human Creature, in his right Senfes, 
which in a whole Duration of human Life, 
felt not, and thought not himfelf unhappy, 
miferable and imperfe&, at leaft, for fome 
time, if not for the moft of his rational Life: 
and wifh’d not himfelf earneftly, better, wifer, 
more perfect, and happy. It is impoflible, that 
infinite Wifdom.and Goodnefs, can punifh 
fentient and intelligent Creatures, or make 
them miferable, but for fome wife and bene- 
ficent End and Purpofe ; from whence it will 
be evident to a rational Perfon, that of neceflity 
there muft have been a State of Exiftence 
prior to this prefent: wherein all thofe /en- 
tient and intelligent Beings, while in a col- 
lective Mafs, which have been, or fhall be 
on this G/ode, had misbehaved, rebell’d, and 
run into Diforder, probably, by idolatrifing. 
Creatures and Se/f, and preferring them to the 
Creator. And the Account of this Rebellion 
and Lapfe in Revelation, may refer only to 
the laft Scene or A& in the Tragedy, or the 
new modelling this /econdary State or parti- 
ally lapsed Syftem, when the flighteft Trial of 
Faith and Obedience was made; for certainly 
Nemo repente fit turpiffimus ; finite Creatures 
can naturally acquire Habits of Virtue and Vice, 
or indeed of any kind, only by Degrees, or 
jingle Ads repeated. Certain Confcioufnefs, 
or clear diftint Knowledge of this pre-exiftent 
State, would only feed idle Curiofity ; and 
might hinder and counter-a&t that implicit 
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Truft, Dependence and abfolute Refignation in 
every Thing, fo abfolutely neceffary to rela- 
tive Perfection and Happinefs. For the Point 
in View of infinite Perfection, is to bring all 
the finite fentient and intelligent Creatures to 
an abfolute voluntary S: urrendry, and Tru/t of 
themfelves, and every Thing relating to them 
in Time and Eternity, to his Will and Plea- 
fure zmplicitly ; nothing lefs being fufficient to 
eftablifh and perpetuate the Divine “Sovereignty, 
harmonife his Attributes, and eternzfé the Peace, 
Happinefs and relative Perfeion of univerfal 
Nature; which different /z//img would eter- 
nally confound and perplex anew, and bring 
on a fecond, or perpetuate the prefent Lap/e. 


6. 26. Ir is not impoflible, that there are 
other States, Manfions, and probatory Ce- 
leftial Regions, proper and peculiar to the fe- 
veral imperfect Degrees of the moral Faculties 
of {piritual Intelligences, with their Creatzon- 
Bodies or Vehicles, according to the feveral 
remaining Degrees of Imperfection, even al- 
moft 22 infinitum, in an afcending or defcend- 
ing Progreffion. Infinite Wifdom and Good- 
nefs may have appointed, in general, a certain 
limited Period, beyond which the Incruftation 
of their Creation-Bodies cannot laft, things 
being in fuch a State: But the a@tual Approach 
may be quicker or flower, according to certain 
Terms and Conditions: which we know to be 
the Cafe of our prefent mortal T oe 

an 
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and according to the bad or good Ufage of our 
Liberties in the Ufe of the Means afforded us 
for acquiring the moral Virtues, and athxing 
the moral Powers in confirm’d Habits; we 
may afcend into more pure, more happy, and 
more perfect Regions, or defcend into more 
grofs, miferable and dark “Dungeons, aimott 
in infinitum. But it would alfo feem, that /en- 
tient and intelligent Creatures could fuffer 
Pain and Mifery only to a certain finite and 
limited Degree, (tho’ the Time may be eternal, 
all Spirits being immortal by Nature) all the 
Aftivities and Paffvities of fuch Beings be- 
ing neceflarily faite and limited; and when 
they come to that Pozmt, they muft necefla- 
rily return, with for Deliverance, cry for Mercy, 
Pity and Freedom, and endeavour it with 
the whole natural Powers of their Spirits 
and to this Pozwt only, it would feem, an 
infinitely «7/e, beneficent and powerful Be- 
ing can intend to bring his lapfed, wandering 
miniature Creatures now under the Gofpel ; 
and that he fhould be ready to receive them 
into Mercy, and allow them the Means for 
reftoring and recovering their lapfed moral 
Powers. But how long Time it may require 
to bring them to this abfolutely neceflary Point, 
no Reafon or Philofophy (whether an Inde- 
finite, that is, a creaturely or relatively infinite 
Time) can determine; and Revelation has not 
gnade it plain and explicit, but on the contrary 
has left it not only dubious, but feems to point 
etherwife; to be fure not before all are broughe 

to 
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to this indifpenfable Point of Returning. 
The Oceconomy, Satisfaction and Sufferings 
of the God-Man Fefus Chrift, could be only 
fuficient to render that Expiation, and Refto- 
ration of the moral Power in a finite. Time, 
which, in its own Nature, and the Nature 
of God and of his Purity, muft have been Infinite 
and Eternal, The repairing the Indzgnzty and 
A front done to his Sovereignty and Purity, and 
the deterring his other ftanding Creatures from 
Lapfe and Rebellion, isnotperhaps left in their. 
Power to prevent; that may be done by the 
neceflary and unavoidable Pains and Sufferings 
they muft undergo, from the painful and le- 
prous Incruftation of the feveral Elements 
they muft pats through; their returning into 
Order, their Acquifition of the moral Powers 
of the Soul, and fixing them in thefe, and 
confequently in permanent Happinefs, intirely 
depends on themfelves, and the Ufe of the 
Means afforded. 


§. 27. Ir is no eafy Matter to form any 
precife limired Idea or Notion of S#é/tance 
either Material or Spiritual; all we certainly 
know of either, is, that they exz/f, are Rea- 
lities, and are the Ba/e or Subject of real Qua- 
lities. But we can no more penetrat into 
the Subfiratum or Support of thefe Qualities, 
by the natural Activity of our Spirits, than 
our Eyes can fee Objedts at a certain Diftance ; 
fuch is the Nature, Frame and Limitation of 
eur Order and Rank of natural Powers. 


We 
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We certainly know that material Subftance is 
the Subftratum of Extenfion, Impenetrabi- 
fity, “Pafivity and Figure; and fpiritual Sub- 
ftance, of /eving, percerving and willing, that 
is, of Cogitation or Thinking, and alfo of fe- 
ginning Motion in Bodies, and giving them 4 
particular Direction. The Aggregate, or Sum 
of all thefe refpective Qualities (moft of which 
are contrary to the others) may be bound together 
or united by fome Bond of Union, which we 
fhall never have any dire& or immediate Con- 
ception of, till we throw off this material 
Lncruftation, that intangles and fetters the full 
Exercife and Penetration of our natural Pow- 
ers, Andtherefore, if wedropt both Sybftances, 
as unknown and unknowable Things at prefent, 
or rather, if we fuppos’d both only mere C¢- 
pacities, Recipients, Canals or paflive Sub- 
jects of contrary Qualities, as they flow, or are 
deriv'd from the primary Source and {elf-ex- 
iftent Caufe of all détivity, Qualities and Re- 
alities, whofe whole End and Ufe (of thefe 
Capacities) was to receive and contain thefe 
Qualities, limiting, contrary, and deftructive of 
each other refpectively ; or, laftly, if, as Gea- 
meters ufe the Method, we make the one 
Pofitive, the other Negative; this way of 
confidering this dark Subject might, perhaps, 
throw fome Light on it: And then imagin’d 
that Matter or Body was analogaus to (but yet 
no-wife the fame with, but quite contrary, tha’ 
het contradictory) to Spzri¢t infinitely con- 
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dens’d, concentred or incraflated: And that _ 
Spiritual Subttance was analogous to Matter 
infinitely rarefied, refin’d or fublim’d: Then, 
in the Geometrical Manner of confidering 
fuch refpe&tive Qualities and their Subject, 
Body infinitely rarefied, refin’d and fublim/’d, 
would at laft terminat in limited Space or 
Lxpanfion; and limited Space or Expansion 
infinitcly condens’d, contracted and infpiflated, 
would end in folid indivifible Points or 
Monads, the common Idea of the component 
Particles of Body. And yet that Body fhould be 
rarefied into Space, or Space condens’d into 
Body, is an abfolute Contradiction afd Impof- 
fibility; only this Manner in which Geometers 
confider infinitely /7tt/e, or infinitely great 

Quantities, is here fuggefted, as an Iluftration 7 

of material and fpiritual Subftance, fo difficult ‘ 
to be explain‘’d. But we not being able to 
conceive or comprehend Infmitude, of in- 
finite Agency, its Effects and Confequences, 
it may, perhaps, be faid, that this is only ex- 
plaining one Ob/curity by a greater. It may 
be fo: All then we are abfolutely certain of 

is, that thefe effential Qualities of Matter and — 
Spirit refpectively, vis. in Matter, Exten- 
Qo Impenetrability, Divifibility, Mobility, 
Paffivity and Figure ; and in Spirit, Living, 
Perceiving, Willing, Self-attivity, Self-mo- 
bility, and the Power of beginning Motion, 
and giving “Dzreétion to Bodies; muft necef- 
fatily be uniform, and always the fame in De- - 
Oree, 
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eree, whatever State or Circumftances they may 
be in. Thefe refpective Subftances are always 
in their own Nature and Effence fo contrary 
and deftructive of one another in their Quali- 
ties, that they become a perpetual Bar, Obftruc- 
tion and Obftacle to the Exertion of thefe their 
effential Qualities. They are not indeed contra- 
dictory ox deftructive of one another's Quali- 
ties in every Degree ; they are not zxcompatible 
and unallyable (as we know by Fact) ; but they 
are contrary; and one Degree of the Qualities 
of the one, deftroys a relative, equal or pro- 

ortional Degree of the Qualities of the other ; 
and the Sum tota] of thefe Qualities in the 
one, deftroys the Sum total of the Qualities 
of the other, equally or proportionally, like 
Light and Darkne/s; and an infinite Degree 
of the one may fopite or totally obftruct the 
fenfible Aétions of the other, tho’ not anni- 
hilat or abfolutely deftroy the other in its 
Root or Nature. But Infimztude being above 
our Capacities, we can only fpeak of the Ef- 
feéts of their Contrariety and Oppofition in 
their finite Degrees, and pronounce nothing 
of the Effeéts of zufinite Operations; only we 
are certain, that no lefs than an infinite Power 
and Operation in the one, can totally extin- 
guifh and annihilat the Nature and Opera- 
tions of the other; Reaction being always 
contrary and equal to ¢/zon. We may have 
a fine [/uftration and analogous Refemblance 
of this infinite contrary Action, from the Na- 
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ture of an infinite converging Series; iit 
which fromi the next immediate Step in the 
Progteflion, by pafling through zufizitely little 
of that Otder, the Terms from pafitzve be- 
come negative ; and likewife, from fome Par- 
ticles of Matter, which after having got with: 
out theit Sphere, fron: attractive become re- 
pulfive, in refpeét to a pafticular Centre; thefe 
Hints are far froth an affirming, or any Endea- 
Vour to prove, that A/atier is only infinitely 
tondens'd Spirit, and Spirit only infinitely re- 
fad Matter, as to their feveral Subftances : 
For the Faé# I think falfe, impoflible and cons 
tradictory ; for Matter, however refin’d and 
{ublim’d, is ftill A/atter, and has the oppofite 
Qualities to Sperzt, and have their cflential 
Qualities in direct Contrariety; and were it 
otherwife, in this Manner of illuftrating the — 
Subjeé, the Proof were abfolutely impoflible j 
becaufe the Eifects of infinite Power and — 
Agency are known and knowable by Him 
only, Whofe Attributes ate infinite Powet and 
Might. If the Propofition and Effeé was true 
and teal, no finite Agency could effeét it, nor 
finite Underftanding evince it: But thefe In- 
{tances ate addue’d only as an I//uffration, to 
remove the feeming fhocking Abfurdity and Ter: 
ror; in moft good Perfons Minds, from affirming 
any Refernblance or Analogy between mate- 
riaf and /piritdial SubMances; for thefe evi- 
dently fhew, that fimilar and analogous Ef: 
feéts are Realities in the Nature of Things, 
| tho 
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tho’ their Manner and Procefs be inconccive- 
able to us finite Beings; and alfo, as much as 
in me lies, to take off any Miftakes and Milap- 
prehenfion, as if I advane’d any thing in the 
Philofophic Explication of thefe Myfleries of 
Nature, inconfiftent with Revelation or Relz- 
gion, as the Reverend Dr. Brown Bifhop of 
Cork has done in his Divine Analogy; not 
fully having underftood my Manner of ex- 
plaining the Subject, or perhaps I had not 
made my Meaning fufficiently clear and plain 5 
as the Subject is in itfelf almoft inexplicable, 
and ought to be guarded with all poflible Pre- 
cifion, if at all handled. 


§. 28. In my poor Way of conceiving and 
conjeduring, from the obvious Appearances 
in Nature fubjected to Senfe; from the fizal 
Caufes the Supreme Rational Being may pof- 
fibly have in fuch external Operations; from 
the Analogy catricd from the Things that are 
feen, to thofe that are invifible, and only in- 
telligible; the moft probable and fatisfactory 
Account that can be found of the Oeconomy 

~ and Plan of the Reftoration of finite lapted Intel- 
' jigences, feems to be this, at leaft thefe may 
poflibly be fome of the prominent Lines of 
this Plan: Some finite free Intelligences of 
the feveral Orders in the living Hrerarchies 
having by the Abufe of their Lzberty, and com- 
mitting Zdolatry, by too inordinate Commerce 
swith the Creatures, and habitually turning 
| D 4 away 
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away from their Source the Creator, deftroyed 
and canccli’d the moral Powers of their /piri- 
tual Natures: Infinite Wifdom and Power, 
by the Neceflity of his beneficent Nature, em- 
ploying the whole Force of his Ommnipotence 
and Omnifcience, to reftore and recover them, 
without committing /olence on their natural 
Powers, or on the Harmony of his own At- 
tributes; firft tices down and contracts their 
natural Powers with Chains of grofs Matter, 
from a (purpofely, or mechanically) ruin’d 
and defac’d Elementary Globe, fuch as our 
prefent Habitation is; Chains, which the 
natural Powers of the Sperit are neceflarily 
obliged to endeavour to be unloofing all 
the Time, from the orzginal Creation of this 
grofs Body; during which Time, Means, 
Opportunity and Leifure is allow’d, for the 
Acquifition and Reftoration of the moral 
Powers: As Felons and Robbers are tam’d and 
mended by working in the Mines, and tugging 
at the Oar. Bythe Toil, Labour and Suffering, 
from this working off, and melting down the 
grofs and leprous P/ai/fer, fuperinduc’d on the 
primitive Creation-Body, by fileing, purifying 
and breaking thefe Chains which fetter the A&ti- 
vity and free Agency of the natural Powers 
of the Soul, on this Creation-Body. Fir ft, Repa- 
ration, and an Amende honorable is made -to 
infinite Purity and Sovercignty ; and the bad 
Example to other Intelligences, remov’d: And 
in the mean time, outward and inward Means 
Wi eo EL eee ae 1 "may. 
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may be offer’d and beftow’d, by external Provi- 
dences, fuprahumane and imperceptible Aid and 
Grace, and the Light and internal Operation 
of the Divine Word and Reafon, the Meffiah, 
for recovering the defac’d moral ‘Powers of the 
Soul. Some are under this Operation a fhorter, 
fome a longer Time, according to the Wif 
dom and Defigns of the Sovereign Rea/on, and © 
the Manfion they are to fill in the new Ferz- 
falem, even till the laft Scene, which in the 
Nature of grofs corruptible Matter can laft 
but a fimite Time, cither in the Nature of 
the Elementary Planet it{elf, with its Appen- 
dages, or in the Incruftation on the primitive 
Creation-Bodies made of this elementary Mat- 
ter; which muft crumble and diffolve into 
Duft within certain Limits of Time, by the 
eftablifh’d Law of Nature} the fir/?,poflibly, from 
the Expence and Fixation of Vater, as Sir L/aac 
Newton infinuates, and the other necefiary 
Fluids; the others for want of Nutrition and 
Chylification, and both by Natural and general 
Laws, but ftill within certain Limits lefs than 
real infinite. But both muft at laft be perfect. 
ly purified; the £arth and its Appendages, 
poflibly, by an univerfal Conflagration; the 
particular grofs Plaiftering, by being diflolv’d 
into its orginal Duff, that the primitive Crea- 
tion Body may be difincumber’d, and made 
{upple and pliable to obey the Dictates of the 
informing immaterial Spzrit ; and the Spzrzt, 
by the Acquifition and habitual fixing of the 
Moral Powers, For there cannot be a more 
TRS Aisi i i’ scr a tla a oa certain 
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certain and indubitable Truth, than that no- 
thing imperfeét in its Order could come out 
of the Hands of infinite Perfection; and that 
nothing zmpure or imperfect in its Order, can 
return to live and commerciate with, or be 
united to God perfectly, finally and immutably. 


§. 29. This Infinztefimal Particle of Celef- 
tial Matter, this Menzature of a Minzature in 
mmpinitum, decreafing ina continued analogical 
Progrefs, and ftor’d up in the Seeds of all Ani- 
mals and Vegetables, from the firft to the laft 
Animal and Vegetable; this divinely organis’d 
Vehicle or Corpufcle, in which the immaterial 
Principle was infpir’d in its Creation, and to 
which it is fo intimately united by a particular 
Law of Union, and an individual Fztne/s and 
Congruity, is in{eparable from it inall its future 
States and Circumftances of Duration, at leaft by 
any Degree of Force lefs than infinite. Thezm- 
material Spirit, the Spiritual Inhabitant of this 
Celeftial Vehicle, isin its own Nature immortal 
and imperifhable, being an-znfinitefimal Minia- 
ture of the Divine Nature and Subftance, which 
is Self-exiffent. fay then, the Spzrit, the im- 
material Subftance, that informs this ethereal 
Creation Body, is of its own Nature zmmortat 
and imperifhable; but the material Vehicle, 
tho’ of arefin’d and ethereal Subftance, is on- 
ly eternal by the Divine Order and Appoint- 
ment, and comparatively in re{fpec& of other 
eroffer and more denfe Compounds, of which 
Time and Ufe may alter the Form, tho’ not 

deftroy 
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deftroy the Subftance; and perhaps their Per- 
petuity may be continued by a divine pri- 
mary, or fecondary {piritual Influence, from 
both thefe immortal Principles. Iam fenfible, 
thefe ftrong Figures may be expos'd to Ridi- 
cule, and interpreted profanely, by light Per- 
fons; but when they underftand, and can ex- 
plain with Precifion, what the Force of Inf- 
nitude ({mall or great) is, their Raillery and 
Levity may be tolerable; fuch, of Neceflity, 
mutt be the Language, when we attempt to 
exprefs perceptible only, and _/pzritual Things. 
I hope Ihave a due Senfe of the Purity and 
Perfection of the Divine Nature and Spiritual 
Things, not to expofe them malicioufly and 
defignedly to Contempt and Ridicule. My 
whole Defign is to help honeft and fincere Per- 
fons to fome Ideal Knowledge, (which at beft 
is but a poor Affair) that may poflibly com- 
fort and mend the {eart, without hurting the 


Head. 


§. 30. Ip there is any Vers(imilitude or 
Confiftency in this Sketch, it will follow from 
it, that the lighter and thinner (while fweee 
and healthy) the Cruj? and Plazfter from this 
elementary Syftem, that is laid over this Crea- 
tion Body, the morc the natural Powers of the 
Spirit will be at Liberty to exert their Func- 
tions, and acquire the moral ones; the Suffer- 
ings and Mifcries of the prefent State of our 
Exiftence will be fewer and lefs intenfe, and 

the 
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the total Difengagement of the Spiritual Inha- 
bitant from its Prifon and Load, will be more 
eafy and perfect ; and we fhall fhake off our 
Chains and Fetters, as we do our Cloaths to 
gotoBed. The univerfal Law of Nature, for 
every fentzent and intelligent Being, that is 
brought on this elementary Planet, is, firft, 
to have its f{piritual and its celeftial Body tied 
down, and concentred by Chains and Fetters 
of this Element, into a M@nzature of a Mint- 
ature, then into a Punétum Saliens, and at 
laft into a fenftble elementary Body: During 
all this Time, the {piritual Nature is working, 
like a Slave inthe Mines, or at the Oar, to ex- 
tend this celeftial Body to its original analogous 
Figure and Dimenfions, by breaking all its 
elementary Fetters; while yet at the fame 
time it is crufting over more dentely the pri- 
mitive celeftzal Body by Nutrition, and the 
animal Functions with a grofs /eprous Plaifter; 
when the Creation Body is intirely develop’d, 
by giving a Facility to its Organs of all kinds, 
by Culture and Ufe in their feveral Ways, its 
intellectual Faculties get Power and Liberty 
to exert thenifelves; during which Time the 
Acquifition of the moral Powers may and 
ought to take Place, and by Degrees, and in a 
nearly determinable Period, this Plaifter dries, 
hardens, and at laft crumbles into Duft; and 
then the Spirit with the celeftial Body, if but par- 
tially purified, pafles into other States, F/e- 
ments, and Manjfions, as its Degree of moral 
PAS , Virtue, 
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Virtue, or Acquifition of moral Powers re- 
quire. 


§. 31. From this Reprefentation of the 
State and Progrefs of femtient and zntelligent 
Beings in Spirit and Body, during their Banith- 
ment to thisruznous Planet ; it follows, that the 
Root, Faculty and Capacity of the Spirit, or its 
natural Powers, continue potentially and radz- 
cally the fame ; or that /eving, perceiving, and 
willing, as to their Effence, Power and Capa- 
city, are in all States radically and invariably the 
fame; tho’ their Exercife, Acts and Exertion be 
reftrain’d and fopited by grofs Matter. Whoever 
confiders the invariable Nature of Spirit, muft be 
convinced, that its giving Motions, with their 
feveral Modifications, muft always radically 
and potentially be the fame, and uniform, how- 
ever their A&ts may be fufpended, fopited, or 
deftroyed by grofs Matter, and the Im-mecha- 
nifm of Bodies; and that all the Functions of 
the Body, all its voluntary and zavoluntary 
Motions, all its /zvzng and vital AQions, all 
its internal and external Operations, all its 
Senfations, Paffions and Willings, that de- 
pend on the Body, are all but Cogztation, 
ot Thinking, in fome Degree or other, and its 
feveral Modifications, as really, as zntenfe, full- 
grown Thinking, with Reflexion, or Meditation, 
is; in a Word, that the Sow/, Sperit, or living 
Principle, is really the true and only intelligent 
Being, and the Body only is its Organ, Inftru- 

a ment 
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ment or Tool, and but a paflive Adjun@ of the 
living Intelligence ; and confequently, that, 1. 
our acquir'd Knowledge is but Remembrance 3 
2. that a moral Senfe and Faculty; 3. that 
innate Ideas of God and Virtue, of moral 
Good and Evil; That, 4. /piritual Senfa- 
tion and fpiritual Senfes; andthat, 5. the Soul 
ufes material Organs (tho’ not of gro{fs Matter 
only) inall its Operations, all thefe are as much 
Philofophical Realities (however ridiculed 
and expofed by ignorant Perfons) as the 
fame Things are, when fenfibly and out- 
wardly tranfaéted on our finifh’d and perfed 
external Senfes; and that, 6. All our Culture, 
Study and Labour, to acquire Sciences and 
Knowledge, or to perfe& our natural Powers, 
terminat only in flezng off, melting away, 
atid fcraping down, thofe Chains, and Cruft 
fuperinduced upon them; and are only re- 
moving Superfiuities, reducing Excrefcences, 
and rendering the grofs Patchwork {uper- 
induced on our fpiritual Body, pliant, fupple 
and correfpondent, with the leaft Refiftance toa 
it; that the Creation Body may be at Liberty 
to extend and difincumber itfelf: And, La/tly, 
That the fhorteft and readieft Way to true and 
folid Knowledge, is to endeavour with the ut- 
moft Vigour, and ftrongeft Effets of our /p7- 
ritual Nature, to recover and acquire the mo- 
ral Powers of the Soul defac’d and cancelled by 
the Lapfe, viz. ‘Fuftice, Goodnefs and Truth; 
of, in the Revelation Language, Faith, _ 
. Alc 
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and Charity ; to which thefe will be found, 
when juftly explained, intirely analogous and 
confonant; for it could only be to allow Time 
and Uninterruption from the zatural Powers, 
had they been always in their full Extent and 
Force, that they have been thus ty’d down, and 
fopited; fo that now they can only rife and ex- 
tend in Proportion, as the moral ‘Powers are 
acquired. | 


§. 32. THe Activity, Senfibility and Pene- 
tration, the voluntary and involuntary Motions 
of this our Elementary Body, the animal Funé?i- 
ons, the more material Acts of Thinking and Ca- 
Litation, fachas Senfation, Memory, Imaginati- 
on, Attention, &c. are all radically and primarily 
perform’d, by the Se/f-aétzon and Self-motion of 
the immaterial Spzrit, on this Creation-athereal 
Body principally; as Su/phureous Inflammations 
raife Mountains, and as Springs, and Weights 
move Clock-works; with this notable Differ- 
ence, that the firft has an internal, immortal 
Spring of Self-aétion, the other only a tempo- 
rary and tranfitory one. Perhaps, for Ex- 
ample, towards voluntary and involuntary 
Motion, ortowatds the Exertion of the animal 
Funétions ; 1 fay, perhaps, there may not be 
wanted any forezgn, independent and perplex'd 
fiétile Fluid, ot whatever Nature; if the ani- 
‘mal Appeasances and Fundtions can be more ~ 
fimply, as clearly and fully explained, by the 
Adtion of a jfelf-adfive and felf-motive {piti- 
tual 
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tual Subftance, informing and influencing a 
fitly and divinely organized ethereal Body, 
and thereby immediately imprefling its AGion 
and Energy on the grofs earthly Plaifter laid 
over it. A true /pirztual Subftance, of the very 
loweft Order, muft neceffarily have in itfelf a 
Spring of Self-a&tion, aPrinciple and Faculty 
of Self-motion, from its own zuternal Nature 
and Effence. I can have no Notion of a /pz- 
ritual Subftance, that has not a Power of be- 
ginning and imprefling Motion on Matter or 
Body fitly difpofed ; there feems no Diftinction 
fo effential between Spérzt and Body, as Acti- 
wity and Paffvity ; ‘tis true this ACtivity in 
created {piritual Subftances is finite and limited, 
and may be further reftrained by grofs Matter 
to any Degree; but it will be always fufhcient 
to begin and imprefs Motion on Body, fo long 
as the Inertia of Body is not greater, than the 
Self-aétivity of fuch an Order of {piritual 
Subftances, elfe it could not in any Senfe be 
called felf-aétive. And to produce mufcular 
Motion, and the animal Funétions and Ap- 
pearances, there may be nothing more neceflary, 
than Se/f-aéfivity, and Self-mobility, in a 
ereater or lefler Degrees; and divine Organi- 
fation, Fitnefs, and not infuperable Refift- 
ance, or rather a ready Facziity, in the pri- 
mitive ethereal Vehicle, which may overcome 
the Load of Plaifter and Ruft laid over it: I fay, 
perhaps, this may be fuflicient to account fully 
for all the animal Appearances; a foreign ood 

| $746 


the Original Animal Body. 49 


tile Fluid may be neceflary to explain the Ap- 
pearances of zwanimated Matter; but feems 
here fuperjiuous, and looks perplex’d and ope- 
rofe, and unlike the Operations of the God of 
Nature, which are always from eafy and fimple 
Caufes, and by one fuch Caufe produce various 
and beautiful Effects, And I think there is 
{carce accounting for the infinitely different 
Degrees of Senfibility, the Degrees of Stature 
and Growth, and the Degrees of Penetration, 
and of quick and flow Thinking, Memory and 
Solidity, both in fentient and intelligent Ani- 
mals, without allowing the Plaiftering and 
Soder, on the Creatzon zthereal Body to fit 
lighter, thinner and lefs incumbring on fome 
than on others, and the ethereal Organs to be 
more at Liberty in the vattly fenfible and quick 
Thinkers and Feelers, than in the flow. 


§. 33. Ir would feem in this progreflive 
State of Purification of lapfed fentzent and 
intelligent Beings, that when one Cru or 
Plaifter from the Element to which they are 
confined, is worn off, another may grow on, 
of the Nature of the Ce/effial or Terreftrial 
Manjfion, which they inhabit, fitted to the 
Degree of the acquired moral Powers; and 
‘this in a continual 4/cent or De/cent, till the 
moral Powers are perfected and confirmed into — 
Habits, and the xthereal or fpiritual Body is 
purified and refined from all the Dro/s and 
Ruf it had contratted; and then will be 

| i ag- 
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accomplifhed their Jaft permanent and eternal 
State, fuited to their Order. 


§. 34. Tue fpecific Law of Attraétion, 
Fitne/s and Similarity of the Element or 
Planet, to the Degree of the moral Purity or 
Impurity in fentient and intelligent Beings, 
may as naturally and neceflarily determin and 
attrac? them to this their {pecific Region or 
Manfion, as the Eggs of Infects, and Seeds of 
Plants {cattered and blown by the Wind, are 
dire&ted, drawn and adhere, by E/eécfricity, to 
the Leaves of thofe Plants and Trees only, 
which are fitteft and have the moft proper Juices 
for their Adhesion, Incubation and Vivification, 
and for crufting them over, todefend their Deli- 
cacy and Senfibility while young and tender, 
from fuch Injuries as would put an End to Life. 
For a Law of Attraction, Fitnefs and Simi- 
larity will be found to hold good, either fimply 
or in fome kind of Proportion, or analogi- 
cally, through ail Creation, as well in Spérits, 
as in Bodies, in the natural, moral and ce- 
leftzal Worlds, till the firft and fupreme Being 
become locally and finally 4 im all, and 
that All be in him with Perfeftion and ana- 
fogous Similarity in their feveral Natures, as 
the 7h, or Rivers are in the Sea, and that he 
acts and influences, and gives Perfection and 
Happinefs to all Things He has made. 


CON- 
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CONCLUSION, 


“HIS rude and unfinifhed Sketch may 
poflibly be thought by fome, an smagi- 
nary and enthufiaftical Romance, and fo per- 
haps it may be. It is innocent, if aFad/e; and 
if thought otherwife, by proper and compe- 
tent Judges, I fhould renounce and difclaim 
it. But on the moftintenfe, anxious and ma- 
ture Odbfervations and Reflexions on univer- 
fal Nature, on allowing the Supreme Being to 
be a wife, good, powerful and rational Agent, 
admitting fzal Caufes when they are obvious, 
and Analogy when plain and fimple; the Out- 
lines, and Ground-work of this Syftem may be 
jut and folid, however faulty the Detaz/ and 
Execution may be. Ican be anf{werable for 
nothing, but the Honefty of my Intention in 
it. 
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Philifophical CONJECTURES 
ABOUT THE 
Preference of VEGETABLE 


T..Q 
ANIMAL Foop: 


AND OF PTHE 


End and Defign of PROVIDENCE, 
IN 


Appointing he Dt Bey. 
| AND, ON TRIAL, 
Permitting the LATTER. 


Gen. i. 29. And God faid, Behold, I have given you every 

Herb bearing Seed, which is upon the Face of all the 
Earth, and every Tree, in which is the Fruit of the Tree 
yielding Seed, to you it fhall be given for Meat. 

Gen. ix. 3. Every living thing that moveth, fhall be Meat 
for you; even as the green Herb have I given you all things. 

Ver. 4. But Flefh with the Life thereof, which is the Blood 
thereof, you fhall not eat. 
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Discourse IL 


Philofophical CONJECTURES 
ABOUT THE 


Preference of VEGETABLE 
TO 


ANIMAL FOOD: 
) AND OF THE ats 


End and Defign of PROVIDENCE, 
in Appointing the fivff, and, on 
Trial, Permitting the Latter. 


Frame of our Organs, we are now 

M. fitted as for Vegetable, fo for Animal 

Food. The Form of fome of our Teeth, the 
Liver, the Pancreas, and many other of our 
internal Bowels and conglomerate Glands, 
feem primarily and chiefly defigned and fitted 
to antidote the Mifchiefs ailing from anz- 
mal Food, and fermented Liquors, at \eatt for 
fome Time, and in the Days of our Youth 
E 3 and 


§. 1. 1 is certain that by our Make, by the 
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and Vigour: For certainly, a Part of the De- 
fans of any intelligent Agent may be known 
by Analogy juftly drawn, and by final Cau/fes, 
and is the beft Evidence finite and lapfed 
Creatures feem capable of receiving, in the 
Defigns and Contrivances of the Creator, till 
they come to converfe with him Face to 
Face. They may be miftaken in them, as 
Well as in every other kind of Evidence, be- 
ing finite, lapfed, and confequently fallible 
Creatures : But this feems to be the only Evz- 
dence they are capable of at prefent in fuch 
Mattefs; atid may fhew evidently the Defign of 
the Author of Nature, asa convex Screw of 
any Number of Spires, fhews, that it was de- 
Yign'd to fit fome concave one of the fame 
Number of Spires and Diameter. Chance 
is only a technical Word, to denote our Igno- 
tance of the true and phyfical Caufe of Or- 
der and Defign; and yet admitting the Ex- 
ifttence of Chance, that through the whole 
human Race there fhould have been, in the 
infinite Number of their Organs, a perfec 
Similarity by Chance only, and not Defign, 
ray, by a fair Ca/culation, be fhewn to be as 
infinite to finite, that is mathematically irnpof- 
fible. Butthe Que/tzon Idelign totreat of hete, 
is, Whether nimal or Vegetable Food was, in 
the original Defign of the Crestor, intended 
for the Food of Animals, and particularly of the 
buman Race? And am almoft convinced it 
neves 


& 
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never was intended, but only permitted, as a 
Curfe or Punifhment, and a Cure for a Ma- 
lady, or (asthe French term it) a pis-alé, and 
becaufe infinite Wifdom and Power could 
make no more of his corrupted rebellious free 
Creatures in their prefent State; and for this 
infinitely wife and paternal End, He feems to 
have permitted it; 1. To let them fee/ and 
experience the natural and neceflary Effects of 
their own Lutts and Concupifcence, by painful 
and cruel Diftempers: Feeling and Experience 
being the fureft Means by which a finite lapfed, 
Creature can know and Jearn. 2. To fhorten 
the Duration. of their natural Lives, that Szz, 
Mifery, and Rebellion, might not increate in- 
finitely. 3. To produce naturally, and in a 
Manner confiftent with Liberty, and the other 
natural Powers of the Soul, (which being 
derivd from Him, and being his Adzwia- 
ture Images, He neither could nor would 
force or deftroy) thofe Sufferings and Mi- 
-feries, and Diflike of zzordinate Lujis and En- 
joyments, that might make them think, pon- 
der, and return to Order, Love of Virtue, and 
its Source and Original. And, 4. To fink and 
contraét the natural Powers of the Soul, 
(viz. Living, Underftanding, and Will), by 
means of fuch frail Bodies, into a eve! with 
the decayed and lapfed moral Ones, (vis. 
Fuftice, Goodnefs, and Truth) which by this 
Rebellion -were greatly corrupted and de 
E 4 graded. 
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gtaded. The Reafons that incline me to think 
in this Manner, are thefe following : 


§. 2. 1. WaarTever be the true, primoge- 
mial, and laft Principle of Bodies, beyond 
which it is impoflible to analyfe or divide 
them, thefe are inconteftably found in all ani- 
mal and vegetable Bodies, as has been before 
obfervd: 1. Sulphur, Oil or material Heat, 
from whence Spirit and A@ivity. 2. Salt, or 
hard angular Particles highly attractive, and 
diflolvable in Water. 3. 477, or {mall elaftic 
Particles. 4. Water or Phlegm, from whence 
alone Fluidity: And, laftly, Earth, the Bafe 
and Subfiratum of thefe others. In the due 
and proportional Union of thefe, do the Va- 
riety and Difference of animal Subftances con- 
fit. Now it is paft all Doubt in Philofophy, 
and in philofophical Chemy, that animal Sub- 
flances of moit kinds, poffefs in a much 
_ greater Proportion the twe firft of thefe Prin- 
ciples, uzz. Salts and O7ls, than Vegetables, 
which partake more of the laft, vz. Arr, 
Water, and Hart. But from many undeni- 
able Experiments, the two firft Principles are 
known to be the moft alive, ewergic, and de- 
deterious, and tend more, by their Adtivity, 
to the Divifion, Diffolution and Deftruction of 
the Subje@, than thofe others, when they en- 
ter in any great Proportion. 2. The Felly, 
the Juice or Chyle of anzmal Subftances, is 
, : Ber sam infi- 
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infinitely more tenacious and glewy *, and its 
laft Particles more clofely united, and fepa- 
rated with greater Difficulty, than thofe of 
vegetable Subftances. This is evident from 
the Experiments made with them in joining 
of Wood, and is known to all Artificers, and. 
may be made manifeft to the Senfes in the Dif- 
ference between the Tenacity of Camp-jelly, 
or Fifp-glew, and that of Pafte made of Flower 
or Barley; or from the Strength of Aopes or 
Cords made of Cat-gut ot Leather, and thofe 
made of Zow or*Hemp, of the fame ‘Dza- 
meter: And therefore animal Food muft much 
fooner, more ftrongly, and irremediably make 
Vifcidities in animal Fluids, and more f{chir- 
roufly obftruct the Capillaries and Glands, than 
vegetable Subftances. 3. But the far more 

ernicious and deftructive Part, is the Sa/ts, 
and Oz/, abounding more in moft amzma/ than 
in vegetable Subftances; of which there are fo 
many and convincing Demonttrations, that 
none can have any Doubt of it, that has the 
leaft Acquaintance with natural ‘Phzlofophy : 
For our Blood and Juices being nourifh’d and 
fupply’d by fach Sub/tances, as abound moft 
with thefe active elementary Principles, mutt 
neceflarily be ftored and faturated with Sa/ts 
and Sulphurs; and thefe, being always in a 


* Vide Memoirs of the Academy Royal for 1729 and 1730. 


State 
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State of Aéfion, are the true, original, and 
the moft adequate Caufes of the moft excru- 
ciating Diftempers. 4. When to thefe, frong, 
fermented and fpirituous Liquors are added as 
a Vehicle, or diluting Mixture, and join to 
the Salts and Sulphurs of animal Subftances, 
not only their szfammable Spirits and tartar- 
ous Salts, but their condenfing and hardening 
Quality on the Food in the Stomach, the Di- 
geftion is by that means hindered and ftopped, 
and the Food not being fufficiently divided and 
comminuted, but broken only into grofs Par- 
ticles, does more quickly and obftinately thick- 
en the Juices, and obftruad the G/ands and 
Capillaries, than vegetable Subftances.  §. 
Animal Juices and Subftances, before they 
were turned into Flefh, muft have been ftrain’d 
through infinitely fmaller and more numerous 
Tubes, fach as the laft and extreme Capi/laries 
are (fome of which are not bigger than the 
fix hundredth part of an Hair); by which Means 
their Particles muft be renderd extremely 
fmaller and finer, and confequently have a 
much greater Degree of Attraction, than thofe 
of Vegetables, which pafs through fewer 
Strainers, and have no other motive Powers 
but the Heat of the Su#; whereas thofe of 
animal Subftances have, befides the Sun, the 
Force of mufcular Digeftion, and of the Moti- 
on of the Heart the Flefh of Animals, I fay, muft, 
upon this Account, neceflarily confit of {maller 
Par- 
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Particles, and fo be united with a greater Force, 
and endow’d with a greater Degree of Attrac- 
tion, and confequently muft, with far greater 
Difficulty, be digefted and feparated, than ve- 
getable Subftances poflibly can. And hence 
it is that carnzvoerous Animals are much more 
deleterious Food, being endow’d with much 
finer and more pungent Sa/ts and Sulphurs, 
than thofe Animals that live on Vegetables 
only, as both the higher Savour and delete- 
tious Effects of the firft abundantly fhew.. 
From all which it is plain to a Demonttration, 
that animal Subfiances muff naturally and ne- 
ceflarily zwcrajjate the Juices, and produce 
Obfirudtions in the Glands and Capillaries, 
and confequently create Pains and Difeafes, 
much more readily than vegetable Subftances. 
6. It isplain by Weight, that the Subftance of 
moft animal Food is {pecifically heavier than 
that of mot Vegetables commonly ufed for 
Food, fometimes in the Proportion of three 
totwo. The Fibres and Juices of animal Boz 
dies ate not only more compa& and clofely 
united, and have fewer Vacuitics than thofe 
of Vegetables, whereby the digeftive Powers 
have lefs Difficulty in concocting and grinding 
equal Quantities of Vegetable than animal 
Food; but by the lefs Flavour and Savour of 
vegetable than animal Food, the Appetite is 
fooner fatisfied, and is under lefs Temptation 
to Exce(s in the firft than in the latter ; and it 

is 
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is confequently better and fooner digefted, cur- 
culated and fecreted, efpecially by tender and 


delicate digeftive Powers, and fo cannot fo © 


readily caufe Vifcidities and Objtruétions. 
Lafily, \afinite Experiment, and the bet na- 
tural Philofophy, confirm to a Demontftra- 


tion, that thofe Subftances, which have leaft of — 


Salt and Sulphur, of Spzrzt, Ozl, and hard 
pungent Particles, and moft of foft Earth, Wa- 
ter and Air, are the fitteft to circulate, and be 
fecreted through animal Tubes, create leaft 
Refiftance to the motive Powers, tcar, rend, 
and wear out the Tubes themfelves leaft, and 
form lefs obftinate and powerful Obftructions, 
in the fmaller Veflels ; and confequently, that 
vegetable Subftances, which confit of a lefs 
Proportion of Sa/ts and Sulphurs, z.e. of pun- 
gent and fiery Particles, and of a greater Pro- 
portion of Earth, Water and Air, z.e. of lefs 
active and cooler Particles, will be lefs ready 
to create Difcafes, and fhorten Life, than an 
equal Quantity of animal Subftances, which 
have all thefe in an zzverted Proportion. In 
a Word, vegetable Subftances are more rare, 
lefs compact, \cls coherent, more ealily diflol- 
vable and digeftible, turn into a lighter Chyle, 
have lefs Sa/t, Oil, and Spirit, and confequent- 
ly are lefs heating and inflaming, than animal 
Subftances, and fo obfiruct and tear animal 
Tubes lets. 


§. 3. Iz 
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§. 3. Ir this Account be juft and philofe- 

phical, and if it be lawful at all to enquire in- 
to final Caufes, (which, if the firft Being be 
rational and intelligent, and atts with Defign, 
and for fome End, is not only lawful, but 
laudable, when done with Modefty and Hu- 
mility) then certainly ove Part of his Defign 
in permitting animal Food, mutt of Neceflity 
have been to fhorten the Duratzon of human 
Life, to create, or at leaft to permit us by it, 
to multiply and enrage Difeafes, Mifery and 
Sufferings; fince it is evident toa Demonftra- 
tion, that it muft always produce this Effeét, 
and will always have it preferable to vegetable 
Food ; and whatever zs, naturally and necef- 
farily zs, and is permitted by the firft Bemmg, 
we may with the utmoft Certainty conclude, 
was at leaft ove Part of his Defign ; and if Suf- 
fering, Pain and Mifery here be neceflary for 
our Purification and Recovery out of this 
degenerate State, then very probably that might 
be his Defign in this Permiflion. This Phe- 
nomenon in Providence, (the Permiffion and 
Ufe of animal Food) and Faé in Revelation, 
is not accountable any otherwife, than that 
Pain, Suffering and Difeafes, being a natural 
and neceflary Mean of Expzation and Purif- 
cation, in the Oeconomy of Reftoration, Ln- 
Jinite Wifdom permitted it, tho’ unwillingly, 
as his firange Work, againft the Grain, as it 
were, fox that End folely; as a kind Father - 
Suffers 
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fuffers his unnatural and perverfe Son to be — 


carried to Gaol, to fuffer Hunger, Cold, Pain 
and Confinement there, as the only Mean to 
make him fober, confiderate, wifer and better. 
For that anzmal food and fermented Liquors 
will more readily, certainly, and cruelly, create 
and exafperate Difeafes, Pains, and Sufferings, 
and fooner cut off Life than vegetable Food 
will, there can be no more Doubt than in any 
Propofition of HKuchd, if Reafon, Philo- 
Sophy, the Natures of Things, or Experience, 
have Evidence, or Force in them; and it is 
very obfervable, that this Indulgence for ani- 


mal Food was not granted, till the ec 4ra@ of 


Longevity was cxpit’d,orat leaft they took place 
together ; and not till the fpiritual Corruptions 
of Pride, Tyranny, Malice, Revenge, Murder, 
and érutal Commerce, fo univertally raged, 
that infinite Wifdom, to begin a new World, 
was forced to deftroy, by a Deluge, the whole 
Race of Mankind, except a few of the moft 
innocent and leaft deprav’d Individuals, fach 
as they were, far from perfect, but the leaft 
bad of the Race: this feems fo, if any Credit 
be given to the fewz/b Hiftory of Nature. 


§. 4. Ir will be no Difficulty to one ae- 
quainted with Revelation, to find the like 
Permiflions in the divine Oeconomy : Nothing 
is more plain and demonftrable from Nature, 
and its eternal Laws, and from Juftice and 
Equity, than that ig the original Intention, 

one 
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one Woman was defign’d for one Man, and no 
more ; for there being no Difference between 
the Sexes but in their outward Frame, and 
the Cozfiguration of the Shell or Tabernacle ; 
(their eflential Nature and /pirztual permanent 
Form being of the fame Degree, conftant and 
invariable; different Cu/ture and Form make- 
ing all the real Difference); infinite Wifdom — 
might then, with the fame Wifdom and Pro- 
priety, have given the Male, more Eves, Sto- 
machs or Heads, as more Wives; and yet, 
for the Hardne/s of their Hearts, Ged per- 
mitted Plurality of Women to the Fews, 

This fame People, tho’ they had not only Gad’s 
general and imperceptible ‘Providence, as we 
now have, for their Government and Direc- 
tion, but his mzraculous, fenfible and vifible 
Prefence, to inftruct and guide them, yet they 
wanted a King, as the other Nations had, 
and he gave them one in his Wrath. Infinite 
Goodnefs, intending always, by the whole 
Power of his Omnipotence and Ommnifcience, 
to reftore his lapfed and rebellious Creatures, 
confiftent with their Liverty, and the natural 
Powers he had given them, and the Har- 
mony of his own Attributes, defcends below 
his firft Intention, and drops the przmary and 
_ original Perfetion of his Commands to them, 
for a Time, to condefcend to their Weaknefs 
and Infirmity, in order afterwards to bring 
them up to it again. As a kind Father, who 
to wean his rafh and giddy Child from the 
. Exe, 
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Fire, holds his Finger near a Candle, till he 


begets a fenfible Fear and Dread in him of be-. 


ing too familiar with that dangerous E/e- 
HCI « i Le 


_ §. g Upon the Foot of natural Religion 


only, and from the ftrit Rules of natural 
Fuftice and Equity, how any one can juftify 
the taking away the Life of a fellow-Crea- 
ture, out of Wantonnefs, Luxury and Riot, 
and not from Neceflity and Self-defence, fo 
Jong as there may be found fufficient Store of 
vegetable Food to carry on the Expences of 
Living, and the more agreeable Performance 
of the animal Functions; to give a living 
Creature the greateft Pain it can poflibly re- 
ceive, and take from it the only Happinefs it 
is capable of, vzz. its Lzfe, (which none can 
reftore or recompenfe) merely to fcratch cad- 
lous Organs more fenfibly; how, I fay, to 


account for this barbarous and favage Wanton- 


nefs on the foot of mere natural Religion 
and natural Equity only, without Revelation, 
I can by no means conceive. That the infi- 
nitely wife Author and Lawgrver of Nature, 
who fees through the whole Syffem of Intel- 
ligences at once,. and perfectly knows for 


what Ends and Purpofes he has made them, 


and fent them here, and is the fole Proprie- 
tor of Life and Happinefs, may difpofe of them 
how he pleafes, knows when they have finifh’d 
their probatory and expiatory Courtfe, me is 

, a able 
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able to recompenfe the Lofs of a fawer Life, 
by the Gift ofa higher; for it is not impoflible, 
the Animals may have been a lower Order of 
rational Intelligences, who, lapfing \efs, are 
fooner, and with leis Suffering, recoyer'd ; 
and fince they fuffer with us, they may bé 
reftor’d with us; the Apoftle fays, the whale 
Creation travelleth together ; that is, probably, 
the whole Sy/fem of Saturn, the Goal of God’s 
Creation: For Him, I fay, to give up the 
Lives of a lower Rank of. Beings, for the 
Expiation, lnftruction, er Admonition, oy 
other Benefit of a higher, may be an AG 
of great Fuftice, Wifdom and Goodnefs. 
And, if it might be allow’d us to conjec- 
ture, one wife End and Purpofe in this Per- 
miffion of animal Food, might be tea punifh, 
admonith and correct us, by bodily Diftem- 
pers, fo as to bring us to reflect, repent and 
amend; or even, to fhorten the Time of oug 
Sufferings here, and by the Violence of our 
Difeafes, and a nearer Profpe& of Death, and 
a future Reckoning, to reclaim us fooner and 
more effectually; and at the fame Time to ad- 
vance thefe V’7éfzms to a higher State of Being © 
and Happinefs, Probably for thefe menti- 
on’d (but to be fure for wife and good) Endg 
and Purpofes, hasGod by Revelgtiog given us a 
Permiflion, or Patent, for the Ule of azimal 
Food : But for fermented Liquors, He has given 
us none, that I know of; neither are they na- 
gural, or proper; nor oo they eyer approy’d 
3 Ox 
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or recommended for commen Ufe, or as pro- 
per and ordinary Drink; but only as Phy/ick, 
or a Cordial, on befirvals, or at Sacrifices, on 
Sicknefs, or in Extremities. In the early and 
innocent Ages of golden Simplicity, no Hint 
fuppofes them commonly known or tried. 
And if fermented and {pirituous Liquors were 
ufed only as better Draughts, Cordials and 
_ chalybeat Medicines, to brace and wind up 
the Stomach, ‘and alimentary Tubes and Solids 
tranfiently, for a fhort Time; on Sicknefs, 
Lownels, Fainting, Fatigue, and swclement Sea- 
fons, asthey {eem to be intended by the Author 
of Nature; they might be Bleflings, and great 
temporary and tranfient Reliefs; but as they 
are now ufed conftantly at Meals, as common 


Beverage to dilute folid Food, and to make 7 


-Perfons eafy under a Load of high rich ani- 
mal Food, they become the efficient Caufes 
of moft Difcafes; and upon the moft fers 
ous Enquiry, I could never find an adequate 
~ natural Caufe, fos the Frequency of zervous and 
atrocious chronical Diftempers now, from what 
they were formerly, nor of the Stuutedne/s, 
Punynefs and Feeblenefs, fo confpicuous 
~ among the Getter Sort, from what they were 
before the Congueff, and in our Galli¢ 
Wars; but the free and frequent Ufe of 
flrong and /pzrztuous Liquors, and rich and 
“high Foods, with foreign Cookery, at that 

Time introduced firft; and living in great 


Towns, and uling only Coaches and Chairs, 


and 
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and fedentary Employments and Diverfions, 
And drinking /¥ater only, and living fow, is 
the only adequate Antidote and Remedy for 
thefe Diftempers thus produced; for no Axiom 
is fo certain in Phyfick, as that Difeafes rts 
be cured by their Contraries. 


§. 6. THe Hurt ~ Damage all fermented 
Liquors do an animal Body, is evident from 
many Confiderations; as, 1. That it hardens, 
— conftriats and binds up the Fibres, and ftrongly 
~ unitesthe Particles of animal Subftances, fo that 
they are with much creater Difficulty feparated 
and divided, i.e. digefted. A Piece of Meat will 
-gontinue feet and found, for many Years in 
Wine or ftrong Beer, or in any ftrong fermented 
Liquor; the Liquor cementing and | pinning toy 
gether the Parts of the Meat ; and the fame hap- 
pens when they are mixed inthe Stomach ; by 
which the Dige/tibility and cafy Diffolution of 
it, is obftruéted ; fo that in fuch a Mixture 
Mutton is turned into Beef, and Beef inta 
Shoe-Leather. 2. There is in ftrong Liquors 
acrifping, corrugating, or cauftic Quality workt 
onthe Fibres, which burns and dries them up, 
and deftroys their elaftic and dultile Virtue, and 
confequently renders them unfit to be broken 
and divided in the Stomach. This is evident 
from the Ufe commonly made of ftrang Beer, 
as the beft Plaifter for Sprazns, Relaxations etd 
‘Strains; and that Brandy will really ftop He- 
marrhages and — in the Blood- Yes 
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by burning and wrinkling the tender Fibres 
and Capillaries, and fo by this crifping Quality 
muft keep Food from being readily and per- 
fectly digefted. 3. The Fire and Heat in ftrong 
Liquors, by ftimulating and twitching the 
Fibres and Coats of the Blood-Veffels and 
Nerves, and confequently bringing them in- 
to quick and frequent V’zbrations, and elaftic 
Efforts, will break and tear the Fibres of the 
alimentary Tubes, and feparate their Uni- 
on and Continuity, fo as at laft to wear 
out thefe Organs, at leaft, much fooner, and 
with greater Pain and Suffering, than Water 


or aquicous Liquors poflibly can. La/ffly, It is 


a common and well-known Experiment, that 


to /funt the Growth of young Animals, as Dogs - 


and Cats, they need only be frequently rubbed 
over with Brandy, Rum, or any Spirit. This 
fiops the ‘DuéGilzty and Extenfion of the young 
animal /7zéres, that they cannot be dilated and 
develop’d by the Force of the Circulation, and 
fo flunts their Growth. From all which it is 
plain, that ftrong, but efpecially (pzrztuous Li- 
quors, are really Pozfon to an animal Confti- 
tution ; and their ill Effe&s, not only in fhort- 
ening the Lives, but in ftunting the Growth 
and Stature of the lower Rank of People, from 
the late frequent Ufe of Gin, Punch, and 
other fpirituous Liquors, have become fo fla- 
grant, as to call aloud for the juft Indignation 
of the Legi/lature; and it is to be wifhed, that 
an ¢fiectual Remedy may be found out ms 
‘ G- 


nan a Pet 


Preference of Vegetable Food, 69 


deftructive an Evil. And I am fully con- 
vinced, that the primary and original Defign 
of the Author of Nature for the folid Food of 
Animals, was nothing but carthy Particles 
mixed with Water and Air, fincly divided and 
cemented only, with the leaft Oz/ and Sa/t pof- 
fible, as they are found in Seeds, Fruits, young 
Vegetables, and farinaceous or putpous Roots, 
with Water only for Drink; which alone 
would make the Animal laft the longeft, and 
with the feweft Pains and Difeafes. But this 
Dict muft be only tried and begun with the 
Young, while their Fibres are tender and 
fweet. 7 


§. 7. Tuar allfenfitive, as well as intellt- 
gent Creatures, are in an expzatory, purifying 
and progrefive State here, and going on to a 
greater Degree of Perfection, and a nobler 
State of Being in their feveral Orders, is de- 
monttrable from the ‘utter Contradiction and 
Impoflibility there muft be, that an infinitely 
wife and good Being could create fentient 
and intelligent Beings to fafer, for no other 
Reafon but for the fake of Sufferzng; or that 
he fhould make Creatures to faffer for any 

other End or Purpofe, but for A.xwpzation, Pu- 
rification and progrefive Perfection of Being, 
and to eftablifh and confirm them in their ac- 
quired State of Perfection: Neque enim, fub 
jufto Deo, mifer effe quifquam, neft mereatur, 
palit, lays St. Auguflen mot divinely, Mott of 
bi ry the 
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the Animals arc Martyrs for the human § species 
in Food ot Sacrifice: Some of them are Food 
for one another ; all of them are fubje& to epzde- 
mical Difeafes and cafual Misfortunes; a few of 
them pafs theit Time much more conifortably 
than others; all of them but unhappily at 
beft, and go through Death at laft. All this 
mutt be fof fome wife Purpofe, and noné 
ean be nobler, than that of Expzation, Pa- 
pipcation and progreffive ‘Perfection of Be- 
ing$ and filent Admonition, and teaching 4s, 
their fuperior Order of Beings. Conjciouf- 
wejs of this End, either to them or us, might 
retard this Effet. Childhood, Idiotifin, and 
many cephalic and ner-aousDiftempers,can bring 
no Conjcioufne/s of the divine End aiid De- 
fign of this Oeconomy along with them, ever 
to intélligent Beings; it is fuftHicient, that 
Conjcioufne/s come when the End is accom: 
plifhed, or: the defigned Perfection attained. 
At what Time @nzmal Food came fir in 
Ufe, is not certainly known. He was a bold 
Man who made the fir Experiment; Illi 


vobur et astriplex circa pettus erat. To fee 


the Convulfions, Agonies and Tortures of a 
poor Fellow-Creature, whom they cannot 
re{tore nor recompenfe, dying to gratify Lux- 
wry, and {cratch callogs and rank Organs, 
mutt require 4 rocky Heatt, and a great De: 
gree of Cruelty and Ferocity, I cannot find 
afy great Difference on the Foot of natural 
Reafon and Equity only, between feeding an 
an * baman 
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human Flefh, and feeding on brute animal 
Flefh, except Cuffomand Example. Ibelieve 
fome rational Creatures would fuffer lefs in 
being fairly butcher’d, than a ftrong Ox, or red 
‘Deer; and in natural Morality and Juttice, 
the Degrees of Pain here, make the effential 
Difference; for as to other Differences, they 
are relative only, and can be of no Weight 
with an infinitely perfect Being. Did not 
Ufe and Example weaken this Terror, and 
make the Difference, Reafon alone could ne- 
verdo it. Perhaps it may be conjeGtur’d, that 
fince Sacrifices were certainly an orzgznal, re- 
veald or traditional \nttitution, and that no 
Nation under the Sun, hitherto known, was 
without them, they being, it would feem, a 
chief Part in the grand Oeconomy of the Re- 
ftoration; Sacrifice, I fay, might have been 
originally inftituted, 1. To admonifh and in- 
form the Sinner filently, and without com- 
mitting Violence on his Lzéerty, what he de- 
ferves; and implicitly to tell him, that he de- 
ferves the fame Deat® he makes the poor 
Brute undergo. For the £Lzberty of Man- 
kind feems fo precious, being the Root of Intel- 
ligence, that it is wonderful in.how many 
Shapes injinite Wifdom and Goodne/s,. has 
put Himfelf, in the Condud of Providence 
and Nature, to preferve it inviolate; and at 
the fame time to inftru@ and admonifh 
his free lapfed Intelligences. Ibelieve a good 
natural Philofopher might fhew with great 
P 3 Realog 
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Reafoh and Probability, that thete is fcarce 
Beaft, Bird, Reptile nor Injeé, that does not; 
in each particular C/imat, inftrud, and admo:- 
hifh Mankind of fome neceffary Truth, 
for theit HappinelS éither in Body or Mind: 
And, 2. To continue the Expectation of all 
Ages, of tome more noble ard meritorious 
Sacrifice, fonic time or other to Be celebrated: 
And it is not impoffible, that the rude and un- 
taught 766, who were employed in the lowet 
and fervile Offices about Sacrifices, might 
have Been the firtt who ventured on animal 
Food, (if it was fot inftituted afore as a Sa- 
trament with the fame Intention as the Ex- 
charift was afterwards) their Station habituat: 
ing them to bear with lefs Pain, the Suffer- 
ings of their Fellow-Creatures while facri# 
ficed; and they finding it palatable and lu- 
jcious, might recominend the Ute of it to 
Others. Pethaps, I fay, this might have 
been the Original Inftitution of animal Food 
amorg all Nations. However, as this is only 
a remote Conjecture to account for the early 
Comitieficement of azimal Food, fo contrary 
to the original Nature of Man, aiid the Defign 
of the Crestor, and has no Regatd to thofe 
conceth’d in out unbloody Sacrifice; I pro- 
ceed How to obferve how cattionfly, ard with 
What an evident Forbid, the Fewih Law di 
rects this Perm7t of animal Food, vi&. abfo- 
Jutely and pofitively fot to eat the Blood of the 
Animal (in which not only its Life, but its 
| mot 
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oft delicious Savour and moft deleterious 
Qualities chiefly confit, and becaufe Blood 
Globules, by their Rotundity, Volubility, and 
Elatticity, tefit Trzturatzon, that is, Digeftion). 
Now this in Reality, and by Lu/inuatzon and 
Moral, is to fay, That fince for the Hardne/s of 
your Hearts, and your prefent unconquerable 
Luftings, you cannot be brought to abftain al- 
together from animal Food; yet becaufe in 
the Blood is the Life thereof, and all its dele- 
terious, morbific and noxious Qualities, you are 
to drain it as much aspoflible of all irs Moifture 
and Juice, (for the Serum as well as the 
Grume, moftly confifts of g/bular Particles), 
and eat it plain, roafted or boiled, to drain 
it ftill moré: By this Method, azmal Food 
will be much lefs pernicious, and will ap- 
proach very near to Vegetables. There is 
no underftanding this Permz/fiow any othet 
Way, not is it otherwife to be reconciled to 
common Senfe, or rational Conception, how- 
ever both fews and Chriffzans have at pre- 
fent dwindled and diluted its true Import, out 
of Luxury. 


« §.8. Turs Doétriné is further confitm’d 
by this furprifing Circumftance jn the Permit 
fion, that there is a very particular and other- 
wife unintelligible Diftiation made between 
clean and unclean Beafts, either to be facti- 
fieed, or eaten for Food; and a diftinguifhing 
Mark aflign’d hew to know the laft. And 
Ns ert ee fince 
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fince it comes from the fame Source with the 
Permiffion of animal Food, thefe two mut 
have fome material Difference in the Nature 
of Things; and that can be none other but 
that the Flcfh of thefe laft cannot be fo readily 
digelted and fqueezed from their Blood, but 
that it will have fufficient remaining, ofa more 
deleterious Nature, to inflame and mortify the 
Juices of thofe who ufe it freely, and to en- 
rage and madden their Paflions; and he who 
is deeply acquainted with xatural Philofophy, 
and the Hiz/lory of the unclean Animals, will 
be fenfible of the Juftnefs of this Prohibition 
and Obfervation. From whence it is natural 
to conclude, that tho’ for the Hardnefs and 
Perverfenefs of Mens Hearts, animal Food was 
permitted and indulged, yet it was with fuch 


various Clogs and Exceptions, as might make 


it as little pernicious as poflible. For the fame 
Reafon likewife was the Fat of the Sacrifce 
forbid to be eaten: And allthis to thew that it 
was with great Relucfancy, and in mere Con- 
defcenfion, and contrary to the original In- 
tention, it was thus permitted. And tho’ un- 
der the new Difpenfation, St. Peter was in- 
formed by a meraculous Vifion, that nothing was 
now common or unclean, yet it was not till Sebf- 
dental, Poverty of Spirit and Mortification, or 
abfiaining from the Lufts of the Flefh, were 
eftablifhed as the fundamental Doétrines of 
this new Sy/fem; which when fincerely be- 
heved and flrictly followed, would leave no 

. soent 
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room for Difference of Food, or ceremonial 
Diftin@ions, which ferved only as a School- 
mafter, to bring them to thefe purer and more 
univerfal Do&trines of Chrzff. It is certain, at 
the Creation. there could be no fuch Thing as 
an Indulgence for azimal Food, if only Pazrs 
of cach Animal were created at firft. 


 §. 9. I must however own, that I think 
fome vegetable Food, of much Sa/f, O7/, ot 
jufcious Juice and Pozgnancy, as much or 
more deleterious, inflaming, and incraflating, 
than fome mild animal Subftances: For Exam- 
ple, Onions, Shallot, Muftard, Hor fe-radib, 
all the Nut-kinds, Eaftern Gums, Balfams, 
Raifins, Pickles, Spices, Aromatics, {rong 
fermented Sours,rich and fat late Fruits, as dry 
yet plump Grapes, much Sugar, and the likes 
thefe are in fome delicate Conftitutions more 
poifonous and hurtful to an human Body, than 
aBit of the mafeular and lean Fleth of Chicken, 
Veal, Lamb, Rabbit, Partridge, Turkey, and 
the like white and young animal Foods; whofe 
Whitenefs and Tenderne(s fhews there is little 
or no red Blood Globules inthem, and are confe- 
quently more eafily digeftible, and lefs delete- 
vious. Thefe Vegetables may be allowed in 
{mall Quantities, asa Sauce or Relifh to other- 
wife infipid and unpalatable vegetable Food, to 
fickly Appetites; but in great Quantities, and 
without Caution, they will hurt, heat and 
thicken the Blood and Juices of tender Con- 
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ftitutions ; which is the fole Caufe of the acute 
Diftempers of all the Eaffern and Southern 
Nations, who donot deal, or but very {paringly, 
in ftrong fermented Liquors. Without doubt, 
plain M/k (the genuine Soup prepar'd by the 
Author of Nature, and of a middle Na- 
ture between animal and vegetable Sub: 
ftances) boiled or raw, or prepared with 
Seeds, as Rice, Sago, Barley, Wheat, Muil- 
fet, and the like, is the beft and fafeft of all 
Foods for fuch tender Conftitutions, as being 
in itfelf Blood, that has not as yet often paffed 
through the Lungs, togive it its /carlet Colour, 
and deleterious Qualities, but is drawn almoft 
direQly from the Stomach and Laéteals, from an 
E:mulfion made there, and Cookery of Nature, 
of Grafs and Vegetables with pure Water, and 
defigned by the Author of Nature, for the 
Cure and Nourifhment of the Young, Tender 
and Delicate: And I can fee no Difference be- 
tween a young or tender and delicate Animal 
by Nature, and one made fo by aDifeafe; but 
that fuch a Diet is fill more neceflary for the 
faft than for the firft. The mealy Roots and 
early Fruits are next to thefe ; fuchas Potatoes, 
Lurnips, Carrots, Skirrets, and the like, 
“Strawberries, Cherries, Currants, @ec. and 
only in the laft Place and Degree is the Sa- 
ladin, Colfworts, and latter and richer Fruit- 
Kinds, and Winter Vegetables, as containing 
too much Air or Wind. And the Author 
of Nature has with {uch a Profufion of one 
b yin. Reds 
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nefs fecured againft Want or Famine, that in 
inclement Seafons, and bad Years, if the Earth 
cannot produce Plenty above Ground, it fe- 
cures it azder Ground in bulbous, knotted, 
or mealy Roots, even in Snow or Froft. 


§. 10. AGAINST this Dodrine, that ani- 
mal Food was permitted for a Puni/hment, and. 
that fermented Liquors are not an Inftitution 
of Nature and its Author; thofe who have Re- 
gard for Revelation, whence the Patent for 
animal Food is drawn, may object, that our 
bleffed Saviour, who was wethout Sin, eat and 


drank of what was fet before him; that his. 


firtt Miracle was fupernaturally producing 
Wine, to celebrate the Marriage of Cava in 
Galilee; that he was accounted a Wine-biber 5 
that he eat and drank with Publicansand Szn- 


ners; that he wrought other Miracles to pro- | 


duce animal Food to a Multitude; that St. 
Peter hada miraculous Vifion to inftruct him, 
that no fort of Food was unclean; that. the 
Eucharift is celebrated in Wine; and that St. 
Paul adviles Fimathy to drink Wine for his 
Infirmities. To all which I anfwer, 1. That 
the Queftion is not what is, now, beft and fitteft 
in the prefeut Ends of Providence, in order to 
reftore and recover Man from his lapfed and 
fallen States but what was probably the firf 
Defign of our Creator, in our primitive un- 
Japfed State, before we and our Habitation 
(the Barth with its Atmofphere and Appen- 
: dages) 
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dages) were thus fpoilt and difordered. 2, 
One fort of Repair, Props, or Support, may 
be proper or neceflary for a Habitation in one 
Degree of Ruin and Decay, that would by no. 
Means be neceflary or proper in another or 
lower Degree. 3. There is neither /srtwe nor 
Vice in abftaining from one fort of Food more 
than another, but as it is commanded by law- 
ful Superiors ; all that is here confidered, is, 
which of the two, vegetable or animal Food, 
in the Nature of Things, by the animal Oeco- 
womy, and ashuman Creatures and their Food 
are now conftituted, is phyfically and experi- 
_ mentally fitteft to carry on and prolong Life, 
- with the leaft Pain, feweft Difeafes, and for 
the longeft Time. Virtue and Vice are of 
| quite another Condideration, and depend on 
the znternal Principle and Difpofition; the 
Quantity, Manner and Order in which thefe 
neceflary Supports are taken, not on the Things 
themfelves. But if it be asked, Which of the 
two Diets is moft conducive to Virtue or 
Vice? Which of the two is moft likely to faci- 
litate the Acquifition of Vzrtue 2 What is above- 
faid, plainly determines it in Favour of a Jow 
‘Diet ; for by it the bodily Paflions being made 
cooler and weaker, the Blood and Juices be- 
ing {weetened, the intellectual Organs thereby 
render’d cleaner, more agile and penetrating, 
Reafon and the /piritual Nature of Man has 
‘more Liberty to act, and meets with lefs Dif. 
ficulty and Refiftance in its Operations. Fe 
$ 
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Asto our bleffed Savzour, he having come to 
feck and to fave what was loft, was obliged to 
take the World as he found it, in order to 
raife it from that Degree of Perdition in 
which it was then plunged. He took upon 
him the Form of a Servant ; he took not the 
Nature of Angels, but the Nature of the Seed 
of Abraham; he was in all things like unto us, 
Sin only excepted. Thofe to whom he came, 
and among whom he dwelt and convers'd, 
could at firft neither receive nor underftand his 
fublime Doétrines ; he had many Things to fay 
even to his Difciples, which they could not 
then dear; and yet this Dotrine of the Prefe- 
rence and greater Advantages of vegetable than 
of animal Food, is virtually and implicitly con- 
_tain’d in thegeneral DoGrine of Se/f- denialand 
Poverty of Spirit, (in the Senfe of the E-van- 
gelic Counfels, that carry quickett into Perfec- 
tion, where Celibacy is preferr’d to Marriage ; 
for in the Kingdom of G/ory, they are neither 
married norgiven in Marriage, but areasthe 4#- 
gels of God) fo ftrongly and pre-eminently incul- 
cated.in the Gofpel, as any who reads and con- 
fiders it, muft plainly fee. 4. I readily grant, 
and have given the Reafons and Philofophy of 
thefe Things, that in our prefent lapfed State, in 
the prefent Infertility, and infufhiciently nutri- 
tive Qualities of the Vegetables, in the prefent 
Curfe on the Earth, and the Neceflity af La- 
bour, Handicrafts, wechanical Force, amd mar- 
tial Prowels, while Wigkednefs is fo power- 
sn 
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fal, and the Wicked fo numerous, there is 
a Neceflity for high anzmal Food, and fer- 
mented Liquors, in fome Cafes, and to fome 
Perfons, to fecure againft and remedy thefe 
Evils. But the fole Queflzon here is, Whe- 
ther this Diet will prevent Difeafes, or lengthen 
Life fo effetually as the other? Or whether 
Providence has not defigned and appointed ve- 
getable Food for the Cure and Antidote of the 
Pains and Difeafes naturally and neceflarily 
arifing from animal Food, and fermented Li- 
quors? Perhaps God, in his moral Govern- 
ment of the World, has defign’d animal Food, 
more readily to punifh thofe who will not be 
drawn by Love and Beauty; z.e. to purify fome 
forts of Men by Pains and Sufferings. 6. I 
willingly allow, that fermented and fometimes 
Spirituous Liquors, are excellent Remedies, 
temporary Filips, Whips or Spurs, in Faintnefs, _ 
Sicknefs, Labour, or feftival Occafions for Os 
and promoting of Friendfhip, and on Necellities 
and in Extremities: But I contend, then, and 
then only, they ought to be ufed; and that 
there is neither Precept, Example, nor En- 
couragement from Reafon, Experience, or Re- 
velation, to wfe them otherwife, or as they are 
now ufed for common Food, and daily Be- 
verage; whence they become one Caufe of 
all the great Difeafes of the prefent Age. 
From thefe general Confiderations, all the 
mention’d Difficulties have an eafy Solution 
to the Candid and Ingeguous: I am not fight- 
ing 
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ing ‘Prizes, nor making Articles of a Creed, 
That infinite Wifdom forefaw, and laid in 
Provilion and the ne¢eflary Precaution and 4n- 
tidote, tor the moft deleterious Effedts of animal 
Food and fermented Liquors, for a fhort time, 
feems to me evident for thefe Reafons, 1. In 
that He providedthe Lzver, (the Pancreas, and 
other internal G/auds) in Animals, thefe vatt- 
ly trong, complicated and clabour’d Organs, 
to draw out the moft poifonous Parts of ftrong 
Meats and Drinks: the ftronger the Liver, 
and the larger that Qrgan grows, the more 
Bile it throws out on the Common-hoar, the 
Lnteftines, to deprive the Chyle of its churlifh 
Salts, and acrid Su/phurs, and thus makes the 
Liver an ufeful Medicine to promote thg 
animal Functions, ‘Digeftion, Chylification, 
and the periftaltic Motion, and then throw its 
ufelefs Parts outoftheHabit. 2. By the create- 
ing mineral and ponderous Medicines, (AMer- 
cury chicfly) to open Obftrudtions, break fa. 
line Concretions, and diffolve the Tenacity of 
the Globyles and Serum. And, 3. In providing 
mineral Waters of fo various and complicated 
Natures, for the fame Ends and Purpofes, 
which they will, well-chofen, effect at laft, as 
certainly as thofe formerly mentioned. Now 
it is plain toa Demonjftratian, that under a vez 
getable Dier, all thote haye little or no Ufe in 
Medicine; nay, any one who is acquainted 
with the Delicacy, Tendernefs and Senfibility 
of the internal and infinitely minute Parts of 
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an animal Machine, muft know that they are 
not only in a great Degree ufelefs, but hurt- 
ful, and tend to tear, diffolve and deftroy the 
infinitely minute Fibrils, of which the Solids 
of an animal Machin are formed: So that 
their final End and Defign in Providence 
muft have been to antidote the ill Effects of 
animal Food and ftrong fermented Liquors, 
to a certain Degree, and for a certain Time, 
probably till fome time after the Meridian of 
Life, while the Organs had attained their ut- 
moft Extenfion and Firmnefs; for it is not im- 
probable, that none of the Mineral Waters 
_ exifted under the Form and in the Manner they 
now appear, till after the Deluge, the cra of 
animal Food, fermented Liquors, and the 


foortnefs of Life. 


§. 11. To the Appearance of the prefent 
State of Nature, that feems to clafh with this 
DoGrine, viz. the vaft, may infinite Mafs of 
Life, or living Creatures, generated by Heat 
and Moifture, the many M//lions of organiz'd 
Seeds of Plants and Animals deftroyed every 
Seafon, the Impoflibility of having any Sort 
of Food, or even pure Water, without deftroy- 
ing and devouring Millions of Animaculs ; 
that Lere almoft each Animal devours and lives 
upon another; and that both in the fentzent 
and intelligent Creation, there feems to be a 
matural and unconquerable Appetite and crave- 
ing Defire of animal Food, aud an intatiable 
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Thirft of Blood: To thefe and fuch-like Pre. 
judices, (I cannot call them Objedtions) it may be 
anfwer’d, I. Firft, That thefe Facts are not denicd, 
but are of no Weight againft the Propofitions 
here chiefly afferted, viz. 1. That it is PAj- 
lofophically certain, that animal Food is in its 
own Nature more ready to produce Diftempers 
than vegetable Food. 2. That it is therefore 
_ highly probable, that an infinitely good and wife - 
Being would not appoint in his firft Intention, 
animal but vegetable Food, at leaft to his in- 
telligent and rational Creation, and which ac- 
cordingly is confirm’d from Revelation: And, 
3. The chief Affertion here made, is, That in 
Confequence of thefe two Propofitions it fol- 
Jows, that vegetable Food, Seeds elpecially, 
muft be the proper Antidote, and Cure of the 
Difeafes brought on by antmalFood. But, IL It 
may be confider’d, as St. Paul aflerts, that this 
whole Creation, the whole Sy/fem, but chiefly 
this our G/obe, with all its Inhabitants, labours, 
and is under a mortal Diftemper, and in Tra- 
vail, like a parturient Woman, to throw off 
this prefent Load of Corruption, Deteriority, 
and Lapfe, that it may regain its ori 
ginal Sperituality, Purity, and Liberty; it is 
at prefent in a State of Expiation, Purifica- 
tion, and progrefiive Perfection s every Thing 
is out of its natural Order, the Sy/fem is, as it 
were, in a Fever, and every Part and Particle is 
in Action, (like the Body of a Man ina febrile 
Fermentation), to throw off its peccant Hue 
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mours, and to bring the whole Compound 
into Order, Regularity, and perfect Health. 
But, Ill. Thefe very Appearances on which the 
Objettion is founded, confirm to a Demonfira- 
tion, what I aflert, viz. That all anzmal Life 
here is in an expiatory, purifying, and pro- 
greffive State, towards its original Perfection ; 
for it would be the grofleft Contradiction, to 
fuppofe that an infinitely good and wife Being, 
fhould give Pain to any of his Creatures, for 
any other End, but to reclaim and perfect 
them; that He alone knows when his Fu/ézce, 
Purity, and the Amende Honorable, and the 
InfeGtion of Impurity, are perfetly anfwer’d 
and cancelled, in their prefent State of Meszo- 
ration, and fo knows when and how it 1s fittett 
to put an End. to it by Death, that is, by the 
Rupture and Diffolution of their grofs and 
earthy Prifon, form’d.out of this our ruinous 
planetary Sytem, now {poil’d and defac'ds to 
{et the indwelling /pzrztual Inhabitant free into 
fome more pure and refin'd Syftem; and that 
animal Life of all Kinds and Degrees, does and _ 
muft neceflarily fuffer here, by bodily Wants 
and Infirmities, by the Injuries and Inclemen- 
cies of Seafons, by the Rapacity and Ferocity 
of their Fellow-Creatures, befides a thoufand 
other Accidents, and at laft moft intenfely by 
their Death, and the Rupture of their outward — 
Shell or Tabernacle; From allthis isa plain De- | 
monftration, that they are in a State of Suffer- 
ing, Expiation, and progreflive Purification, and 
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that at laft they will all be fet at Liberty, and 
become the Sons and Children of God in 
- fome Degrce or Order or other, according to 
his original Intention, and the Plan of this his 
univerfal Monarchy and Kingdom, laid before 
the Foundation of the World; and all this 
Darknefs, Sufferings, and unintelligible Play, 
is only to fave human Liberty, and produce at 
laft pure Love and naked Faith. IV. Nobody 
ever denied, that Anzmals of all Kinds might 
be deftroyed, even zvtelligent as well as fen- 
fzent, when it is done for fome wife or ufe- 
ful Purpofe, as in Se/f-defence, or even for 
moral Purpofes, implicitly to admonifh and 
teach others their Duty, what they deferve, or 
what they are to delzeve and hope ; thefe Pur- 
pofes, with all their particular Circumftances, 
are under the moral Government of an infi- 
nitely wife Being. The only Queftzon here is, 
Whether they may reafonably and juftly be 
put to Pam unneceflarily and wantonly, or for 
no wile End or Purpofe, but only to {cratch 
€allous Pallates, when other Means of Health 
may be had more effectual, and no lefs plea- 
fant. V. It is not altogether Padé, that Ani- 
mals devour one another from any other Rea- . 
fon, but for Want of fufficient Plenty of pro- 
per vegetable Food, as Seeds, tender Plants, 
mealy Roots, and the like, which eveta the 
moft carnivorous Animals will brouze on, 
when they can meet with it in Plenty, as is. 
well known in natural Hiftory ; and even the 
reat G 3 Fifh, 
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Fifth, which of all Animals are the moft vora- 
cious, will teadily feed on Balls of Meal and 
Milk, without offering to devour one another; 
as the zngenious Mt. Andrews of Norfolk has 
found by Experiment; for having put feveral 
Sorts of {mall and great Fifhes together into a 
Jarge whiten’d Pond of clear Water, where they 
might all be eafily feen andnumber’d, and feed- 
ing them with Balls made of Milk and Flower, 
(which were put into perviousT roughs)he found, 
at leaftthought, that they did not offer the leaft 
Violenceto one another. VI. Allowing Ani- 
mals to be actuated by a fpiritual or immaterial 
Principle, of the fame Nature with intelligent 
Creattires, yet they are not of the fame De- 
grec.and Order with them ; they may be zutef- 
ligent Creatures of an zuferior Order, begin- 
ning lower, and verging more flowly towards 
their intended Perfection ; they may be under 
different Conditions of Purification, and 
may pafs the whole of their Duration here, in 
the State of Infants, who dye before they are 
born, or before they arrive at the Ufe of Rea- 
fon, and yet in other States of Being may 
grow and advance to a much higher Perfection — 
of Senfation and Intelligence than we can 
readily imagine. For to me it feems utterly 
incredible, ‘that any Creature, whether /en- 
tient or intelligent, fhould come into ‘this 
State of Being and Suffering, for no other Pur- 
pofe than we fee them attain here; and it is 
eqtially incredible, that any Creature fhould 
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fpontaneoufly exert animal.and mufeular Func-. 
tion, z.e, fhould live and feel, without fome 
Degree of an zmmaterial, immortal, and felf- 
active Spirit. Matter and its Laws, can never 
account for fuch Appearances. There muft be 
fome infinitely beautiful, wife and good Scene 
remaining for all fentzent and zutelligent Be- 
ings, the Difcovery of which will ravifh and. 
aftonifh us one Day, Moderately wife Ends, 
Purpofes, and Means, are unworthy of infinite 
Perfection; whatever God does mutt be every 
way worthy of Himfelf: His Workeng may 
ferve many wife and good Ends and Purpofes 
here, but the laft and great End of all muft be 
of Dignity and Majefty worthy of Him, tho’ 
we cannot yet a great while comprchend it. 


§. 12. Toconclude: 1. It is plain from Re- 
velation, that animal Food was permitted, and 
fermented Liquors not forbidden; and conte- 
quently, that there is neither Vzrtue nor Vice 
in the Ufe of them abfolutely, but in the Or- 
der, Time, Quantity, and other Circumf{tances 
of their Ufage. 2. That in our prefent S7ti- 
ation, and under our prefent Circumftances, 
for fome Perfons, and in Order for /ome Pur- 
pofes, a reafonable Quantity of animal Food, 
and fermented Liquors, may be abfoiutely ne- 
ceflary. 3. It is plain from Reafon, Phrlo- 
Sophy, and Experience, that Exceffes in high 
animal Food, and ftrong fermented Liquors, 


G 4. ate 
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aré the trie efficient and moft géneral Caufe of 
moft atroczous and dangerous Diftempers ; atid 
confequently, that vegetable Pood, and unfer- 
mented Tiguors, ate the true and natural 4y- 
tidote of {uch Diftempets. 4. That animal 
food, and fermented Liquors, will mote pro- 
bably, atid more naturally catife Diftempers, 
and fhorten Life, than vegetable Food, and un- 
fermented Liguors. §. That a moderate and 
{mall Quantity of animal Food, and generous 
Jermented Lignors, will naturally tighten, 
harden, and ftrengthen, give Fitmnefs and 
Force to animal Solids and Fibtes, and enrich, 
warm, and invigorate the Blood and Juices; and 
confequently, is fafeft to all fubje& to eruptive 
iftempers, as Gout, Erifipelas, éc. in the Fits. 
But at the fame time that it hardens and 
‘tightens the Solids, it condenfes and thickens 
the Juices, and renders the Animal of a fhorter 
Duration of Life, arid more fubjett to D5/- 
eafes. 6. Laftly, That for bodily Strength, 
animal Food, and fermented Liquors, feem 
fitteft; but for zwteHettual Exercifes, vegetable 
Hood, and unfermented Liquors, feem appro- 
priated ; and that confequently, the beft Way 
to fecure the golden Mediocrity, between be- 
dily Strength and jfpiritual Fotce, (the State 
fitteft for the Generality of Mankind) is for the 
healthy to confine themfelves to about a Pound, 
at leat half a Pound, of animal Food, and a 
Pint, at leaft half a Pint of fermented Lig | 
ae: Pe TH ee ee daily | 
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daily: But for the unhealthy, valetudmary, 
and ftudious, to fink below this Medium in 

both thefe, till, by Experience and Obferva- 
tion, they find that Quantity of either, they are 
eafieft under, and to ftick to that, fhould it even 
be to defcend totally into Vegetables, Milk 
and Seeds, with unfermented Liquors. 


Enp of the Seconp Discourse. 
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Philofophical THEORY 


Founded on 


EXPERIMENTS, 


OF THE 


NATURE and Laws of Minute 
INANIMAT BODIEs, and their 
Sy/tems, in general. 


Po be Pe ey 


HAT the Curious and Philofophi- 

cal Reader (who 'poffibly may be en- 

tertain'd with fuch Speculations) may 
have in one general View, what has been or 
will be incidentally hinted in my preceding 
and fucceeding Works, concerning the Na- 
ture of Minute Bodies, thezr Syftems and 
Laws, I have colletted into a few Propofi- 
tions, what I have found fcatter’d in the 
i eee Works 


92 A Philofophical Theory 
Works of Philofophers and Mathematicians 
of moft Note, on that Subject; particularly 
thofe of Sir Waac Newton. Thefe I have 
connected the beft I could, and in fome Par- 
ticulars have adventur'd to fupply with Con- 
jectures by Analogy, from their general Na- 

-ture; leaving every one to judge for himfelf, 
according to his Vatte and Liking, there be- 
mng nothing of what is here laid down very 
material to the prattical Part of thefe 
Difcourfes. 


ProrostiTion JI. 


HE Elements, or \eaft and laft Particles — 

of Matter, are of various Sizes, Den- 

fities and Figures. Thofe of the firft Order, 
or the very leaft, are almoft infinitely {mall, 
hard and e/afize, pervading all Bodies but per- 
vious to none; fuch as are probably the Par- 
ticles of the Atherzal or Newtonian Fluid. 
The Particles of the fecond Order are com-. 
-pos'd of thefe, and confequently are of 9 — 
greater Size, but lefs den/e and elafiic, being | 
pervious to the Particles of the firft Order, and — 
themfelves pervading all others: Of this kind 
are probably the Particles of Light. The Par- 
ticles of the third and laft Order, are com- — 
pos'd of thofe of the fecond Order, bearing 
juch Proportien to them in Size, Den/ity and — 
AiR Elafticity, 
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Elafticity, as they do to thofe of the fr 
Order. | | 
| SCHOLIUM. : 

Ir is beyond all Doubt, that the Quantity 
of folid Matter in this material Sy/fem is. very 
{fmall, in refpe&t of the interfpers’d Kacucties. 
It is demonttrably certain, that a folid Cuée or 
Sphere of a Mile or Furlong, or even a Yard. 
in Diameter, being divided fufficiently fmall, 
and its Parts ranged in a proper Order, would 
furnifh So/idity enough to anfwer all Appear- 
ances. Suppofe the Particles all Cues, and 
to be fo united by the Contadc? of their dugles 
as to make cubical Interftices, then the Va- 
cuity would be equal to the Solzdity; and 
fince Matter is divifible zw znfinztum, this Va- 
cuity may be encreas’d to any Proportion of 
Majority. We actually find that Water and 
Mercury will pafs through the Pores of Gold; 
and Sir Ifaac Newton has demonttrated,: that 
Gold muft have many times more Pores than 
folid Parts, and yet it is the heavielt of all 
Bodies. Light pafles through the moft opake 
Bodies, when threded fufhiciently thin, it fcarce 
meets with any Refiftance in its Paflage through 
clear Glafs ; and «ther pervades all Bodies 
with very little: or no Refiftance: From all 
which it manifeftly appears, how fmall a Pro- 
portion there is between the Sofdity and Va- 
cxities inour Syftem. > o 


PROP, 
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P Ro pri, 


THE Elements of Bodies, or the leaft and 
Jaft Particles of whatever Order, are folid, 
hard and indivifible, at leaft by natural and 
created Powers, elfe it would be in the Power | 
of Natural Means and created Agents to alter 
. the prefent Conftitution and Nature of Things: 
For a World made up of Particles broken and 
worn out, would be quite different from what 
it now is, and altogether infufficient to anfwer 
the Ends and Purpofes of Nature. 


Prop. Il. 


Analogous to, of the fame Nature, and 
probably from the fame Caufe, with Gra- 
vity in the great Bodies of Univerfe, (the 
Sun, Planets and Fixt Stars) which aéts as 
the Squares of the Diftance reciprocally, there — 
is in the leaft and elementary Particles of Mat- 
ter, a Principle of Attraction and Repuljion, 
whereby they attrac# and repell one another, 
according to fome conftant and invariable 
Law, whatever that may be. 


SiC Ob. cab 


Wuart this Law is, by which the Par- 
ticles of Matter attraé# and repel each other, 
no Obfervations or Experiments hitherto made 
have been fufficient to determine; only thus 
much is certain, that in receding from the 
Point of Congaé?, it decreafes in a greater Pro- 

portion 
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portion than that of the duplicate Ratio of the 
Diftance reciprocally; for by that Law, the 
Force of Attraction at any {mall aflignable 
Diftance, would be nearly the fame; whereas 
it ss manifeft from Obfervation and Experi- 
ence, that it is exerted only at or near the 
Point of Contaé?. Sir Ifaac Newton has cal- 
culated from the Inflection of the Rays of 
Light, that the attraéting Force in the Point 
of Contact is 10000,0000,0000,0000 times 
greater than the Force of Gravity; and the 
ingenious Mr. Hales has fhewn by a great Va- 
riety of Experiments, that the repulsive, or 
elaftic Force, (which probably arife from one 
and the fame Caufe) in fome forts of Par- 
ticles, are likewile zmmenfly great. 


S ¢4.04. IL 


Ir Particles mutually attrac? each other 
as the Cubes of their Diftances reciprocally, 
the Force of Attraction in the Point of Con- 
taé? will be infinitely greater than at any af- 
fignable Diftance. According to this Law, 
(which feems to obtain, at leaft very nearly in 
the {mallett Partzcles of Matter) if the Force 
of Attraction inthe Point of Contact, be nos 
infinitely greater than the Force of Gravity, 


it will be infinitely /e/s than that Force of 


Gravity at any aflignable Diftance. But tho’ 
the Force of Attraction in the Point of Con- 
tact is very great, yet it is not infinitely greater 
than the Force of Gravity, feeing the Parts of 

any 
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any Body may be feparated by a finite affign- 
able Force, and therefore at a gzven Diftance 
it muft vanifh, or become zzfimitely {mall. 


S.c,H7o ®.. All. 
REPULSION begins, and goes on, 


where Attrattion ends, and o conttitutes 
the middle Point in the Progreffion between 
them, or 0, 2..é. infinitely fmall of the 
fame Order, is the laft Term and Limit of 4f- 

traction, and the firft of Repulfion; and they — 
probably go on according to the fame Law 
and Progreffion, tho’ with contrary Directions : 
For, as Sir Lfaac Newton obferves, thofe Par- 
ticles which recede ftom one another with the 
greateft repulfiive Force, and are with the — 
greateft Difficulty brought together, cohere ~ 
moft ftrongly when brought into Contact. 


Prope. ly. 


‘THE Cohefion of the fmall Particles of Mat- 
ter, is in the compound Proportion of the 
Quantity of their cohering Surfaces, and the 
Quantity of theit attraéizve Powers; and 
their attraéfive Powers are, ceteris paribus, 
as their Denjfities, or the Quantities of Matter 
they contain. | 

CoOROL, 

HENCE it follows, that the lefs the co- 
hering Surfaces are, ceteris paribus, the lets 
will be the Degree of Cobefen, and ai 

Lt 
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Jeaft Degree of Cohesion, is when the Surfaces 
touch in a Point only, or are Spheres or Sphe= 
roides. 

$. ROt Da. 


THE Powet or Force of Attraction, in {mall 


Particles of Matter, increafes as the Size of the 
Particles is diminifh'd. For, as this Force aéts 
only in or near the Point of Contaé?, it will 
be proportional to that Contac?, or in the 


compound Ratio of the Denfity of the Par. 


ticles and the Largenefs of their Surfaces ; 
but the Surfaces decreafe as the Squares of 
the ‘Diameters, while the Soliditzes decreafe 
as their Cudes; andtherefore, the {fmalleft Par- 
ticles of Matter, having the largeft Surfaces in 
Proportion to their So/zditzes, and more of 
their Points coming into Contaéf, will have 
the greateft attraéfzve Force in Proportion to 
their Bu/k. | 

Bok ose WE . 

- THe Gravities of Particles decreafe as the 
Cubes of their Diameters; for their Gra- 
vities are as their Quantities of Matter, which, 
in homogeneous Bodies, are as the Cubes of the 
‘Diameters. 

COROL. 

HENCE itis, that Mercury, from the Small. 
nefs and Divifibility of its Parts is fo eafily 
raifed; and that Bodies may be fulpended in 
Fluids fpecifically lighter than themielves, 
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Peo eg VE 

Ir the Parts of a Body, immers’d in a Fluzd, 
are more ftrongly attracted by the Fluid, than 
they are by one another, they will mutually 
recede from each other, with a Force equal 
tothe Excefs of the one Attraction above the 
other, and will be equally diffus'd through the 
Fluid: And hence the Nature of So/ution, Se- 
paration and Diffusion. 


PR or. Will, 


Ir Particles, fafpended in a Fluid and at- 
tracking cach other, are elaftic, after their Cof- 
lifion they will refile from one another, and 
meeting with other Particles, they will be re- 
fiebed, till by fuch AéZzons and Re-attions, a 
Fermentation, Effervefcence and Ebullition 
is produced. a 

Prop. EX. 


Ir Particles, fafpended in a Flad and at- 
traéting cach other, are not e/affic, they will 


not be reflected from one another, but coalefee — 
into Maffes, till their Gravety exceeding that ‘ 
of the Fluid, they will fink, and-be precipi- | 
rated. The fame thing will be produced by 
increafing or diminifhing the Gravity of the 


Menftruum in which the Particles are {ub 
pended. 4 


PROF. 
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PROP oR, 


THe ygures of the Elements of all pure 
gnelaftic and incompreflible Flssds muft ne- 
ceflarily be /pherical, or at leaft approaching 
thereto; for were they of any other Figure, 
their Surfaces would touch in more Points 
than one, and confequently they would ¢a- 
here. And the Elements of folid Bodies pro- 
bably may be of the Figure of fome one or 
other of the regular Solids, as Cubes, Tr;- 
angles, “Prifms, xc. fo that, their Surfaces 
coming into Contacf, they may attract each 
other with the greater Force, 


5 cH L. 


WHat may be the Figure of the Elements 
of e/a/fic Fluids, as the Air, and the Newto- 
nian «/tthereal Fluid, is not material to en- 
quire, fince their F/gdity does not arife from 
the Figure, but the repuffrve Force of theig 
Particles, 

Prop. X. 

Tue Elafiicity of folid Bodies is the Effeé 
of the attracting Force of their Particles; fog 
when the {mall contiguous and cohering Pat: 
ticles of a Bady are, by a Stroke, or any exter- 
nal Violence, feparated from each other to ex- 
tremely fimall Diftanceg, if this Force is taken, 
off, the feparated Particles will, by the Force 
of Attrattion, ruth back into their Contacts 

Ho with 
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with an accelerated Velocity, and the Body 
will recover its priftin Figure. But if the Par- 
ticles are fo far feparated as to be without their 
Spheres of Attraction, they will remain in 
that Disjunétion, and the Body will be unca- 
pable of recovering its former State. 


PR ow. XE 


TFuat Bodies, under a Rotation, fly off in 
the Tangent, is only a Confequence of that 
general Law, by which they perfevere in the 
{ame State of Reft, or moving uniformly in a 
freight Line, unlefs they are made to change 
that State by fome external Force imprefled ; 
for the Direction of a Body moving in the 
Circumference of a Circle, is in the Tangent, 
and it is made to defcribe the Czrcle only by 
the central Attraction, which ceafing to at, 
the Body will proceed in its proper Direction, 
or will fly off in the Tangent. 


Pom io Pp; XAG, 


Tue Figures of Bodies, and their AGions 
on-one another, arifing from the Principles of 
Attrattion and Repulfion, together with the 
Motions impreffed on them by /ving and zn- 
telligent Agents, will probably a¢count. for 
moft of the Appearances of the material 
World, if mechanically adjufted, and treated, 
according to thefe mentioned Laws. 


PROP. 
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PROP OEE 

AIR isa Syffem of Particles endued with 
a repulfive Force, which being fixt in all amz- 
mal, vegetable and mineral Subftances, are by 
fire, Fermentation, Putrefattion, ‘Diffolu- 
tion, or any other zuteftine Action or Re- 
attion, fet at Liberty, and thrown off into an 
elaftie State, and carrying along with them 
Ramenta ot Abrafions of the Bodies they 
were fixt in, they compofe our Atmofphere ; 
which is a Chaos of fuch Particles of various 
Solidities, Gravities and attractive and re- 
pulfive Powers, acting by the eftablifh'd Laws 
_of minute Bodies; and hence its Compreffion, 
Weight, Elafticity and various Degrees of 
Denjity. 


S @H Oe: 


Tue Denfity of the Azr is proportionate 
to its Compreffion, and therefore the centri- 
Sugal, or expanfive Force by which its Par- 
ticles endeavour to recede from one another, 
muft be in the reciprocal Proportion of their 
Diftances, or in the dire&t fubtriplicate Ratio 
of their ‘Denjitzes. : 7 


BE. B..O, Peres Vi, 


EARTH isonly a loofe ColleGion of the 
different elementary Particles of Matter, of all 
the three Orders, thrown together without 
any regulas Combination or Cohefion; as 

34. | Witenes 
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Whitéene[s is a Blending and Mixture of all the 


differently-colour'd Rays of Light. 


Ppa? VL 


WATER is a Colledion of the Solutions 
of taftelefs and infipid Sa/ts, originally fixt, 
cryjtalisa and difpers'd quite through the 
Globe; but kept in Pluzdity by Heat, like 
inelted Lead. And different Sa/ts are Water 
united With a little zr and fome Earths, 
acid or fulphureous, in a cryftalis'd State; 
as Ice is Water congeal’d, and Water is Ice 
diffoly’d. But this is not intended as a Defini- 
tion, but only asan Illuftration. All Salts are 
foluble by Water, atid all Water evaporated; 
dtops a faline Subftance mixt with Aarths. 


ee eae ee oP. XVII. 

ACIDS feem to be compos’d of fuch ele: 
mentary Particles as are endued with a very 
great attractive Powet ; whence, by infinuat- 
ing themfelves into the Pores of Bodies, and. 
vttracting their Particles more ftrofigly than 
thefe Particles ttrac? one another, they there- 
by feparate and divide them. 


ge 0 ts 
— PossisLy the Figures of Acids, may be 
triangular Prifms, ov fuch like, te facilitate 
their Entry into Bodies, and to feparate their 
Paiticles like Wedges; for all Matter muft 
have fome Figure, 
: PRop. 
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Pie oP BVI 

HE AT, as it is a Property of Bodies, is 
only the brisk vibrating Aétion and Ke- 
action of the elafiic repelling Nitre of the 
Air, andthe ethereal Fluid, withthe ftrongly 
attracting acid Sulphur; which Sulphur, by 
its Analyfis, is found to contain an inflam- 
mable Oil, an acid Salt, avery fixt Earth, and 
a little Adetal. 4 


COR Dak. 


Hence the Affinity between Light and 
fulphureous Bodies, and the truc Nature of 
Oils and inflammable Spirits, which are no- 
thing but a great deal of Su/phur, a fine ot 
light acid Salt, avery little Water and Earth. 


$0.8 Oyb, 

SINCE it has been found, that a 7 /erns0- 
ggeter in an exhaufted Receiver, will rife and 
fall as much, and almoft as foon, as another. 
Thermometer placed by it in the open Air, 
it feems to follow, that /7eat is conveyed 
and propagated from one Body to another, 
by fome /fubtle elaftic Fluid, pervading ail. 
Bodies; and it is not improbable, that the 
Vibrations of this Medizm in hot Bodies, 
contribute to the Intenfenefs and Duration 
oftheir Heat. And fince fmooth polith’d Bo- 
dies, with plain Surfaces, cling together as 
ftrongly in an exbaujted Receiver as in the 
i H 4. oper 
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open Air, it is not improbable, that their Cg: 
hefion may be caufed by this fame Medium. 
Both Experiments go a great way to afcer- 
tain the Lwxi/tence and Neceflity of fome fuch 
ethereal Fluid. 


P BO. P| Xi 


LIGHT {eems to be the vibrating Pat- 
ticles of a hot Body, driven off by the re- 
pellng Force, with an immenfe Velocity, 
which is continued and augmented by the 
éthereal Fluid, and the Attraction of the 
Bodies it meets with in its Progrefs. 


Re WR RR 8 | 

Since, as Sir L/aac Newton has obferv’d, 
Light is convertible into Bodzes, and Bodies 
into Light; and that it is probable, that Light 
is only the Particles of a Hot Body, thrown off 
with an immenfe Velocity, it would feem, 
that thefe Particles which conftitute Light are 
the elementary Particles of the fecond Order, 
with which /z/phureous and oily Bodies, from 
the great Activity, dttraction and Lla/ticity 
of their Parts, appear to be faturated and 
abound; for thefe being fmaller and more 
elaftic, than the Particles of the third Order, 
will be thrown off with a very great Velo- 
city, which we know to be an eflential Pro- 
perty of the Rays of Lights and they will 
likewife pervade all Bodies, which is alfo a 
sProperty belonging to the Rays of Lights 
| a NGReaeADD ae there 
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there being no Body, however denfe or clofe 
in its Texture, which, by being fhreded thin, 
_ does not become tranfparent. 


S. & Ro ward 


THe Rays of Light feem to confift of Par- 
ticles of different Sizes, (that being neceflary 
to produce the various Colours and different 
Degrees of Refrangibility) the leaft of which 
make Violet, the weakeft and darkeft of the 
Colours, and are moft eafily diverted from 
the right Courfe, by refracting Surfaces; and 
the reft, as they are bigger, make the ftronger 
and more Jucid Colours, as Blue, Green, Lel- 
Jow, Red, and are with more and more Diffi- 
culty diverted. 


S.¢n ae UI, 


Tue Sun and fixt Stars, are immenfe 
Globes of Matter, faturated with thefe Par- 
ticles of the fecond Order, and fo being heated 
red hot, are kept in Heat by their zutefiine 
Motion, and the Aéfion and Re-atizon of 
their Parts with the ethereal Fluid; their 
denfe Atmofpheres, by their Compreflion, 
keeping their Parts from flying off, or con- 
fuming too faft. | 


St Pood il¥. 
Ir is not impoflible, that our Earth, with 
its Satedlit the Moon, the other Planets in 
this our Sy/few, with their Satellites, but efpe- 
| cially 
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cially the Comets, fhould be all of them Bet- 
tering-houfes, (according to the Dutch man- 
ner of fpeaking) Prz/ons, Dungeons, and Places 
of Punifhment, for Trial, Expiation, or pro- 
greflive Purification of the feveral Sorts, Or- 
ders and Degrecs of lapfed, fentient and in- 
telligent Beings. That they are not, and can- 
not be permanent or eternal, in their pre- 
jent State, Philofophy and Affronomy farnith 
innumerable Arguments, to convince any 
thinking Perfon. Most of their Ordits are 
elliptical, which certainly is not fo fimple ot — 
perfect a Figure as a Czrcle. The Plawes of 
their Ordzts cut one another at irregular vari- 
ous and vaftly different 4ugles, which, at leatt, 
in our prefent way of thinking, is not fo 
harmonious. Befides the unaccountable Odd- 
neffes in molt of their diurnal and annual 
Revolutions, the Nutations of their 1X05, 
their Rings, Spots and Girdles, which, at 
leaft, favour not of that Simplicity, Perfection 
and Beauty confpicuous in moft of the other 
“Works of the Author of Nature. More- 
over, as to our ‘Planet in particular, it has fo 
many untoward Marks, and oblique Symp- 
toms of adefigned Deteriority, that it would 
require a Volume to enumerate thofe daily 
obferved by A/tronomers and xatural Philo- 
Jophers, befides thofe now mentioned, which 
are common to moft of them. Oxr Earth 
has, in particular, barren and. unfruitfil Cli- 
mates, uniofpitable and uninhabited Regions, 
; “n= 
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unhealthy and mortal Seafous, Tempefts, 
Thunder and Lightning, Vulcanos, ‘Plagues 
und epidemical or infectious Atmofpheres: 
All which could never proceed from an ins 
finitely good and wife Being, if his Defign 
was not to punifh and correét. But all thele 
feeming Deformities are kind and fatherly 
Defigns of Wifdom, and have infinitely beau 
tiful final Caufes and Motives; and are flrong 
and amazing Inftances of his Being, Love 
and Wifdom, if they are reckon’d only Cort 
rection and Bettering Manfions, of no durable 
or permanent Stability, but verging and growing 
intofome progrefive, beautiful and jinal State, 
by general Laws, which State, in due Time, 
will appear and emerge, and then He may, as He 
did at firft, fay of all his Works, they were good 
and perfect in their Order. And then the Soz 
fhall give up the Dominion to his Father, in 
a much happier and more perfect Condition 
than it was at firft made, as He faid of Him- 
—felf, that He came, that all God’s Creatures 
(Sentient and Intelligent, and confequently 
their Habitations and Manfions) foould have 
Life, (that is, have Perfection and Happinefs) 
and have it more abundantly. \ 


. Phx, Gs | 
FL AME isthe fulphureous or oily Smoak 


of a hot Body, agitated to fuch a Degree as 
to be ignited. 


PROP. 
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Vo O-B, dee 


THOSE Bodies are tranfparent, whofe Pores 
are fufficiently fmall to attract the Rays of 
Light, and reétilinear to tranfmit them: 
Thus Paper is made more tranfparent, by 
having its Pores fill’d or leffen’d with Wa- 
ter or Oil. 


Tue following Propofitions are manifeft 
from Experiment *. | 


1 MERCURY confifts of fmaller Par- 
ticles than any known Fluid, for it will pafs 
where no other Fluid can, 


2. THE Particles of Mercury, in all their 
Divifions, preferve a f{pherical Figure, from 
the ftrong Attraction of their Parts ; as is evi- 
dent by fine Glaffes: And the f{maller the 
Particles, the more perfec& the Spheres ; as the 
fame Glafles demonttrate. 


3. MERCURY is the heavieft of all 
natural Fluids, being 14 times heavier than 


Water. 


4. THE Particles of Mercury attract fome 
Bodies the moft of any, as Go/d; and fly from 


* Vide Boyle; the Philofophical Tranfactions, amd the 
Memoirs of the Academy Royal. | 


others 
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ethers the moft, as O1 of Vitriol, and all 
Acids. 


COROLLARIE.S. 


1. THEREFORE the Particles of Mercury 
are the moft eafily rais'd by Heat, being divi- 
fible into the fmalleft Parts; which, though not 
fenfible, yet are known by their Effedts in Sz/- 
ver Water, Mercurial Steams and Exhala- 
tions, and their ready pafling through all amz- 
mal Subftances. 


2. THEREFORE the Particles of Mercury 
have the greateft Momentum and Force, be- 
ing the heavieft of all natural Fluids. 


3. THEREFORE the Particles of Mercury, 
by their Syallne/s, Sphericity and Weight, be- 
- ing aCtuated and raisd by Heat, readily per- 
vade all animal flefhy Subftances, which are 
but Spunges with communicating Cells; as is 
evident from the Effects of Humigations, and 
the Palfies of thofe who filver Glafs, or dig 
in the Mines of that Mineral. 


MEDICAL COROLLARIES. 


1. THEREFORE the Particles of Mercury 
are the. fitteft to break the Cohefion of all 
Vifcofity, and divide its Subftance by its 
Weight, in Animal Tubes; from which 12/- 


cofity 
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cofity all the cold chronical Difeafes mott pro- 
bably proceed. | 


2. THEREFQRE the Particles of Mercury 
are fitteft to open all Obftru@ions in the-{maill 
Capillary or Lymphatic Vefiels, from their 
Smallnefs, Weight and Sphericity. 


_3. THEREFORE the Particles of Mercury, 
from their Smallne/s, Weight and Sphericity, 
are fitteft to make the Czrcu/ation whole and 
entire quite around, | 


_ 4¢ THEREFORE Mercury is the only pro- 
per Antidote for {uch Palfies, whofe Caufe 
is the Yenacity of the Juices in the fmall 
Blood-Veflels, prefling upon the Nerves and 
Fiéres, and fo interrupting ‘their Vsbrations 
and Adtions. 


5. THEREFORE Mercury is the belt Anti- 
dote for the Scurvy, in the firft Intention, by 


its Smallne/s, its Weight and Sphericity, break-. 


ing the Sa/ts and larger Concretions obftruat- 
ing the Lymphatics. 


6. THEREFORE Mersury is alfo the beft 
Antidote for the Gout, in the firft Intention, 
readily opening thofe {mail Veflels which are 


the moft difficult ta be dilated by reafon of —~ 
their Compreflion betwixt bony Articulations, — 


syen though their Smallne{s fhould be fuch, 
Be Gn Siac that 


bar 
x 
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that 200 of them can make up but the Thick- 
nefs or Bulk of one Hazy. But a thin caol 
Dyet muft continue them pervieus, when 
Mercary has made them fo. 


_ 7. THEREFORE Mercury, duly prepar’d, 
and judicioufly manag’d, is the only proper 
Antidote for the Difeafes produced by Excefles 
of any kind, efpecially of animal Food and: 
fermented Liquors. 


8. MERCURY, by its Weight and Spihen a : “a 


ricity, will infallibly burft thofe Veffels whofe 


Obftructions cannot be diffolved or opened, 
driving the Subftance of thefe Obftructioas A! 
_ through the Sides of the lender LymphaticVek- 
fels ; and. will infallibly tear the fmall Veflelsy o):.;, : 


whofe Sides are very rare and flender, or whofe © 
Pores are made very large by Putrefaction. 


‘ 9. THEREFORE Mercury is a divine 4x3 
tidote or real Poifon, according to the Per: 
Me fon. preicribing, or the Cafe “it is preferibed 
BL bas | Roots 


10. THE belt Preparation of Mercury ix 
that.wHerein its Particles are moft. minutely 
_ divided, and kept.at the greateft Diftance frome 
ene another, ‘ps rt 


hig. ‘YI. TuHart Preparation of Mextury ig che 
* beft, where, after a due Diyilion into its fmalleft 
cee Parts, 
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Parts, tie Mixture is made with that Body: 
which has the moft Specific Virtue againft the 
Difeafe. Thus the ote 1 cum Sulph. is 
beft for Inflammations, Piles, the Gout, the 
Evryfipelas, Cyc. and that with Antimony, 
againtt cutaneous Diftempers 5 ; that with /o- 
latiles and Fetids, in Nervous Cafes; that: 
with Bark and Bitters, in Intermittents ; 
and fo in others. | 


12. THEREFORE the Agua Mercurialis 
is the very fafeft general Deobftruent in very 
weak Perfons, did it not require too long 
time to produce any falutary Effect. Mer- 
cury alcalifated, or kill'd with any calcin’d 
Body, given often and in {mall Dofes, is the 
next; Cinnabar next to that, and then 


c Ethiops, Cre. 


12. ALL Mineral Medicines ought to be 
infinitely divided, before they are fent into | 
an Animal Body; they never having been 
intended by the Author of Nature to enter 
there, but in their. mznute/f Particles and Di- 
vifions; as “we may fee by Nature’s prepar- 
ing, in this Manner, Mzneral Waters of all 
kinds, fitted for the Cure of almoft all chro- 
nical Difeates, if join’d with a proper Regi- 
men; except, perhaps, fome few of thofe be- 
got by unnatural cramming with Mixtures of 
Salts, Spices, Oils, and inflammable Spirits 5 

or 
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or thofe begot by contagious venereal Dit 
eafes. 


bal 4, MERCURY, with the Salts, fuch as 
Calomel, the Turbith, Sublimat, red, white and 
green Precipitate, are, of all Preparations, 
the moft prejudicial and injurious to animal 
Habits ; thefe faline Mixtures tearing the {mall 
Veflels, where Difeafes are moftly generated, 
and in whofe: Integrity, all the Delicacy of 
Life confifts: But they are thereby of the 
quickeft Effect in Cafes that depend on Ex- 
pedition, as the Hydrophobia, inflammatory 
Rheumatifia, and the like. 


GENERAL MEDICAL COROLLARIES. 


1. As Water alone, Blood-warm, is the 
beft Diluent, fo Mercury is the beft Deoéd- 
Struent ; but as Water alone may be too 
fluggifh, fo Mercury alone may be too active 
and ponderous, for tender and delicate 4yz- 
gyal Solids, efpecially in. its fluid State, or 
mix’d with Sa/ts, or too active Bodies; and 
therefore the abfolutely beft Preparation of 
Mercury, is when, being divided by the ut- 
moft poflible Art, it is join’d with the moft 
Specific vegetable Medicines againft the Dif- 
temper, that it can conveniently be united 
with, and fixt in. 


2. As 
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2. As the Fznene/s or Smallnefs of Pat- 
ticles, together with the Largenefs of their 
Surfaces, make Hardne/s, or the greateft Co- 
hefion in Bodies, as has been fhewn by Pro- 
pofition IV. and V. and may be feen in fine- 
woven Cloth, Gold, Marble, Cryftal, Shells, 
Salts and ‘Diamonds; and as Earths, Wa- 
ter, Milk, watery Fluids, and vegetable 
Subftances, confit moftly of Water and rare 
loofe fine Earths, with a little grofler Sa/ts and, 
— Sulphurs of {mall or no Cohefion, it is evi- 
dent, that fuch Subftances are fitteft for weak, 
tender and valetudinary Perfons, as afford- 
ing all the Materials of Nutrition, and be- 
ing more eafily refolvible into their integral 
Particles; and are moft proper Food for in- 
tellectual Purpofes, which depend on the eafy 
Performance of the azimal Functions, as ner- 
vous Diftempers arife chiefly from their la- 
bour'd Performance, comprefling, by their 
~ Weight and Hardnefs, the too tender and de- 
dicate membranous Tubulz of the Nerves, and 
fo ftopping or retarding their Vibrations and 
O/fcillations, tho’ they are not fo proper for 
mechanical Strength and Force. 


GENERAL SCHOLIUM. 


In thefe few Propofitions are contain’d thé 
Principles of all the natural Phelofophy hinted 
at in my medical Treatifes. If it is juft, or 


ap- 
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approaches the Truth, as I hope it does, 
then it muft neceffarily follow, 1. That foft, 
mild and cool Foods, ate fitteft to carry on 
the animal Funétions the moft readily, free- 
ly, naturally and laftingly. 2. That Spirits, 
Salts, chymical Oils, (which are but Spirits 
condens’d) and every thing that has pafs’d the 
Tortures of the Fire, abounding with Particles 
{mall, hard, cauftzc, (for calcin’d Antimony will 
be increas‘d one fifth in its Weight) and high- 
ly attractive, are moft pernicious to animal 
Habits; not only burning and tearing the de- 
licate fibres and Veflels, like Cauffics and 
Lancets, but by their attraéfive Powers, vio- 
Jently corrugating and contracting the Fibres ; 
fo that in habitual Drinkers, Drammers, and 
high Feeders, their Zone and Elafficity is en- 
tirely deftroy’d, by their fudden and alternate 
Contractions and Relaxations *, while at the 
fame time the Juices are thicken’d and co- 
agulated by the {pirituous Mixture, and fo 
difpos'd to form Odbjfructions and Concre- 
tzons in the fmaller Veffels: And _ there- 
fore they ought never to be ufed, but as 
Spurs and Whips, to puth on and ftimulat 
the fluggifh Organs for a time, and make 
them carry off the Over-load with a fhort 
Vigour; and fo are only proper in Ex- 
tremities, as a prefent Filip. 3. That gamz- 
wal Foods, whofe Parts have been firft di- 


%* Vide Hales’s Hemoftaticks. 


I2 vided 
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vided by animal Organs, and afterwards at- 
tenuated and refin’d by thofe of other 4nzmals, 
and mixed with great Quantities of anzmal 
Salts and Oils, when again taken into anzmal 
Habits for Food, where they undergo a third 
Subtilization or Mz//ing; or the Flefh of Anz- 
mals that live on anzmal Food, are fo mi- 
nutely divided, as (by Propofition IV.) to ac- 
quire the greateft Degree of Attraction; and 
therefore, when introducd into the {mall 
Tubes and capillary Veffels, in great Quan- 
tities, they muft form Odffruétions of the 
ftrongeft Cohefion and Tenacity. 4. That 
Mercury, in {ome Shape or other, is the on- 
ly proper Deobftruent and Diffolvent, in all 
- chronical Cafes, and in thofe acute ones that 
come neareft to them ; efpecially in thofe who 
have fed much and long on animal Foods, — 
and fermented or diftilld Liquors. 5. That | 
Milk and Vegetables are not only the fole ra- | 
tional and proper Food of tender or difeafed | 
Animals, but, from the Grofinefs of their 
Parts, and their fmall Degree of Attraction — 
and Cohefion confequent thereupon, being 
diffolvd by a lefs Force than animal Food, 
are fitteft to carry on, the moft pleafantly, 
all the Funétious in which Health, Serenity 
and free Spirits confift. 6. That therefore 
Milk, Seeds, Fruits, and mealy Vegetables, 
with Water-drinking, are undoubtedly the 
moft infallible Means to preferve the Facul- 
ties clear and acute, and to acquire Aéti-— 
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vity and long Life, whatever mechanical Force 
and Strength may require for fudden ftrong 
Efforts. 7. On the whole, as Water, with a 
little fine vegetable Earth, Salt and Sul- 
phur, feems to me, to be the proper Food 
intended by Nature for Animals; and as it 
is Water alone which conciliats that Fluz- 
aity abfolutely neceflary to Juices circulating 
in Tubes; the more it partakes of this A/e- 
ment, the fitter it is for the anzmal Func- 
tions. Mercury feems to be the only other 
Fluid that has the Qualities fitted for circu- 
lating and deftroying Vzfcofity ; fo that, in 
fine, the two proper Antidotes intended by 
Nature for chronical animal Difeafes, efpecially 
thofe of the worft Kind, feem to be Mercury, 
fome-how prepared, and Water, naturally or 
attificially impregnated, the one for animal, 
and the other for vegetable Feeders. 
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Philofophical CONJECTURES 
ON 
SPIRITUAL NaTuRE, 


oes Ea 


HuMAN SPIRIT in Particular. 


Gen. i. 26. And God faid, Let us make Man in our 
Image, after our Likenefs — 

Ver. 27. $0 God created Man in bis own Image, it 
the Image of God created He him. 
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Philofophical ConjJECTURES 
ON 


SPIRITUAL NATURE, 
TELE 


HuMAN SPIRIT in Particular. 


§. I. HE natural Faculties, Properties 
or Attributes of all rational Spz- 


rits, and human Intelligences, 

{and indeed of all Intelligences of whatfoever 
Order ot Degree) are inconteftably thefe three: 
1. Perceptionor Underftanding. 2. Wzlling, 
Chufing er Freedom. 3. Memory, Reficction 
or Attention. Out of thefe three all the Ope- 
rations of a human Sperzt may be deduced ; 
and fuppofe /:ving or actuating. fome Vehicle 
as their Bafe: and though they may be (and 
are juftly) confidered feparately, yet, in well- 
exercifed and duly cultivated Spzrzts, they are 
fometimes fo inftantaneous, as to fecem one and 
the fame Act of the Mind, and are called by 
I 4. the 
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the general Name of Thinking or Cogitation, 
when either in feparate Ads, or inftanta- 
heous, and all Spirits differ chiefly in the De- 
grees of thefe natural Powers. 


 §. 2. HowEVveER uncommon the Expref- 
fion may feem, yet to thofe who admit a 
‘Deity, or fupreme Spirit, of infinite Perfec- 
tion, the Author and firlt Caufe of all Things, 
finite Spzrzts of all poflible Orders can be 
conceived philofophically, no otherwife than 
as Miniatures, Effuxes, Eemanations, Infi- 
nitefimals, ox infinitely fmall Sparkles, of this 
infinite Source of Living, Intelligence, Aétion, 
Perfection and Happine/s, voluntarily emitted, 
lighted up or created, by this infinitely perfect 
Being, and endow’d with his radical and effen- 
tial Qualities and Attributes of Life, Activity 
and Intelligence; fo that all Sperits are, in 
their own Natures, diminutive or infinitely 
fmall Deztzes, and neceflarily (now they are 
created, and have a derivative Exiftence from 
Him) muft partake of his Immortality, Intel- 
igence and Freedom, or his Divine Nature 
and Image; and confequently can never be 
annililated, forced, or deprived of the Powers 
of Perception, Intelligence and Willing, no 
WGUC Mee a ek ee " 


§. 3. Tuese Faculties and Powers of all 
Spirits aré not only to be felt, but diftin- 
guifhed ia evcry human Mind, duly cxercifed 

‘ee m+ | and 
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and cultivated, by attentively confidering its 
Nature and Operations; but neceflarily follow 
by Analogy, from the Nature of the fr 
Caufe, that Being of infinite Perfection, the 
Deity; who being of infinite Wz/dom and 
Power, could find nothing without Him/elf, 
before Creation, to be a Model or ‘Pattern 
for his intelligent Creatures; and therefore 
ftamp’d them with his own moft glorious 
Image, creating them little Dzvznitzes, re- 
fembling Himfelf in his radical and effential 
Attributes, fo as at laft to become fimilar to- 
Him in Perfection and Happinefs, in their feve- 
ral Orders, Gradations and Ranks. For in- 
finite PerfeGtion wanting nothing, and to 
whom no Happinefs nor Perfection could be 
added, could have no other End or View, in 
producing rational Intelligences into Bezng, 
but to make them happy, by partaking of his 
effential Happinefs, in their feveral Orders and 
Ranks ; that is, in becoming /rmilar to him 
in his natural as well as moral Attributes ; his 
natural ones (as has been faid) being Life, 
Intelligence and Activity ; his moral ones, 
Fuftice, Goodnefs and Truth; in which two 
united confifts the Perfection and Happinefs of 
all zntelligent Creatures, 7 | 


§. 4. In a mere Philofophical Difquifition, 
though no Argument is to be taken from Re- 
velation; yet to exprefs my Meaning fo as to 
—deave no room to be miftaken by fuch to whom 

i Sa ES oe eee Re- 
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Revelation is familiar, I fhall reprefent it in 
the Words of the Scriptures. It is id in Ge- 
nefis, on the Defign of the Creation of the 
human Soul, Let us make Man after our 
own Image; and again, zn the Image of God 
created he him; and elfewhere, You are God's 
Images: And to fhew the human Rank, 
David fays, He was created a little lower 
than the Angels; and our Saviour, {peaking of 
Marriage, fays, that in Heaven they are nez- 
ther married, nor givenin Marriage, but are 
like the Angels; and the fame Manner of de- 
{cribing the human Spzrit frequently occurs 
in the Scriptures, both of the o/d and new 


T efament. 


§. 5. Ir is a frequent and common Opinion 
of all Pagan and Chriftian Antiquity, that 
all created Intelligences have Bodies or Ve- 
Aicles of one kind or another, fitted to their 
Order, Rank, Degree of Purity, Habitation 
and Sztuation. It is highly probable and phz- 
Yofophical, to think there is no perfeétly pure 
and immaterial Sperit, but the Supreme Spz- 
rit, the Father and Creator of all Spirits ; and 
that all created Spzrits, how high and fublime 
foever, have proper and peculiar Bodies, and 
organiz d Cafes, not only to circum{cribe and 
limit their Powers, and their Extenfion and 
Expanfion, but to enable them to communicat, 
and commerciat with, to contemplat and 
admire the Contrivance of the material W orld 

to 
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to converfe with the lower Ranks of Intelii- 
gences, that we certainly know, have material 
Vehicles, fach as we of the human Race are ; 
but alfo to execute the Orders of the Divine 
Oeconomy and Providence, over the whole 
Syftem of Intelligences, and material World. 
And accordingly we find Mention made in 
holy Writ, of a natural Body and a /piritual 
Body; and of the Sun and Planets having 2 
particular Glory, in their Bodies, peculiar to 
_ themfelves; and of the glorious Appearance 
and Radiation of our Saviour’s Body on the 
Mount. And it is very abfurd, and almoft 
blafphemous, to think thefe Myriads of Stars 
and Luminaries, that appear in a Winter Night, 
in the Heavens, and its wlky Way, to be no- 
thing but twinkling Tapers, uninhabited, and 
defigned only to be ftupidly and ignorantly 
gazd on by us. 


§.6. WHat a fpiritual Subftance, or of 
what Nature the Subfiratum of thefe Faculties 
of Underftanding and Will, or of Thinking, is, 
we fhall never perfectly know, till we arrive 
at the World of Spzrits, and drop this coarfe 
earthly Tabernacle. Indeed, we know nothing 
of the internal Subfiance of any Being; all we 
know or can know, is their fenfible Qualities 
and the Bffec?s of them on us; and fomething 
in general we learn of inanimated Bodies, and 
their Laws, from the Uniformity of thefe Ef- 
fects: And we may be certain, that /perztual 
: (i Ne Pai: ote. 
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Subftance is in moft, if not all its Qualities, 
contradictory, at leaft contrary, to Body or ma- 
terial Subftance, and vice verfa. For Ex- 
ample, we know that Matter is abfolutely paf- 
frve, and equally fufceptible of Motion or Reft ; 
and that Spzrzt, or {piritual Subftances, are 
felf-active and felf-motive, and the immediate 
productive Caufe of al} Motion in Body, and 
confequently is endow’d with Freedom or 
Liberty. We know that Matter is zmpene- 
trable, and that two Bodies cannot poftefs the , 
fame Space at the fame tzme; but Sprrits may 
and can pervade and penetrat one another, at 
leaft by their /parztual Virtue and Energy ; as is 
evident from Perfuafion, Convt¢ction, Reasoning 
and Compaffion, and fuch-like f{piritual AGions. 
It istrue, the Sphere of their Acfzvzties is li- 
mited and circumfcribed; but we alfo know, 
that the Spzrzt acts in every Point of that Czr- 
cumfcription : aswe find by our Bodies, every 
Part of which is more or lefs fenfible, by the 
gembranous Mouths of the nervous Tabu be- 
ing {pread over all the folid Parts of an anzmal 
Body; and we know no Body, or mere Matter, 
thatis fo. Matter is certainly divifible in zzfnz- 
tum, aad may be actually divided into very {mall 
Parts ; but Spirit, having no fenfible Parts, is nei- 
ther divifible nor difcerptible. Perfonsoflight 
Underftandings, and grofs Conceptions, may 
difpute or ridicule thefe Truths; but they muft | 
be poor Philofophers, who can think them not 
highly probable; and have a mean Notion of 


the Extent of Nature, and its author. Four 
of 
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of the greateft Philofophers of this or any 
other Age, to wit, Sir I/aac Newton, Mr. 
Letbneitz, Mr. Hugens, and Mtr. batzo, whea 
they defcribe the Matter, which they fuppofe 
to be the Caufe of Gravity, confider it as 77- 
finitely {mall in its Particles, zmfintely rare, 
infinitely elaftic, and moved with an znfinite 
Velocity. And the firft of thefe, by a very 
ftrong Figure, calls it Spzritus quidam Sub- 
tilifimus. What thefe four Infinitudes may 
effect on Matter, to deftroy at leaft thefe grofs, 
palpable and fenfible Qualities we obferve in it, 
fuch as fenfible Extenfion, Impenetrability and 
Pafivity, 1 will not take upon me to deter- 
mine: But all the Notion we can now form 
of Spzrit, is to divide, refine, fublime and ex- 
alt Body and Matter ad infinitum, {othat we be 
fure it can have very little of the /eufble Qua- 
lities; and this, I fear, is as far as Phzlofophy 
can go, while we have only grofs and palpa- 
ble Vehicles of Clay. For by Analogy to infi- 
nitely divided, fubtiliz’d, fublim’d and refin’d 
material Subftance, we form the only Idea, 
Notion or Perception, we can now frame of 
fpiritual Subftances, and that is but a grofs one, 
and neither juft nor true. 


§. 7. LIVING, Senfation or Actuation of 
Matter, is not eafy to define or defcribe. Aw- 
aftence or Being belongs to Matter as wellas 
Spirit ; but Life, Senfation or Perception, and 
their Confequences, belong only to fome one 
Rank of Spirit or Mind; and I may defy all 

% the 
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the Philofophersand Mathematicians, that ever 
have been, to explain confiftently, from Matter 
and Mechani/m alone, as it now obtains, the 
Life, Growth and Fecundity of the loweft 
Plant or Vegetable, at leatt its Seed or Seeding, 
much lefs of the leaft Infec or Animal, and 
leaft of all of a rational, fentient and perci- 
pient Being: So that where-ever there is any 
Degree of Life, Vegetative, Senfitive or Ra- 
tional, there is probably fome Deeree of a 
Soul or Spirit, emmatertal, immortal and pro- 
greffive; fo that Lzfe or Animation, in all 
Creatures in general, is indeed Matter or- 
ganizd and actuated by a Spirit, or Soul, of 
{ome one Rank or ‘Degree or other: I mean 
only created Life, or Life derivative, as it is 
in Creatures; for in the Creator, Life is with- 
out Matter, without Body or Vehicle, and 
without Limits, or Poflibility of Non-exift- 
ence or not Living. The beft Notion, Idea, 
or Perception, we can frame of created Life, 
is that of a nice, delicate, finely contriv’d Ma- 
chine, of a valt Variety of Organs fet in Mo- 
tion by the frft Cau/e, and continued by an in- 
ternal felf-motive Spring, which Spring is this 
fpiritual Subftance. 


§. 8. As we have fome Notion of what Ex- 
tent the beft-form’d and moft cultivated hu- 
man Spzrit is, there may be Myriads of a 
lower Rank of the fame Species ; and that 
asunder the human Speczes, there is an almoft 

in- 
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ipfinite Variety of the drutal and irrational Spe- 

cies, and under thefe, alike or greater Variety, 
of the vegetable Kind, from the Mofs on the 
Wall and the coralline Sea-plant, up to the 
highetDivine, Philofopher or Mathemati- 
cian Of the human Race; and that all the fe- 
veral- Species, from the higheft to the loweft, 
fink fo gradually into one another, that it is 
impoflible to determine where one Degree 
ends, or the next begins: So it is alfo highly 
probable, that above the human Species there 
are Orders, Ranks and Hierarchies, rifing gra- 
dually and infenfibly, without Lizmits and 
without Find. This the Dignity, Power, 
Wifdom and Goodnefs of the fr/f infinitely 
perfe& Being, and the Analogy of Things, 
feem to oblige us to conjecTure or hope; and 
the infinite Variety of Sy/ffems, Fixt Stars, 
(which we known to be Sums, and very pro- 
bably have primary and fecondary Planets, 
analogous to ours) and the infinite Expanfion 
of Space, makes it probable and philofophical. 
And as an Angelis only of a little higher and 
more noble Order than the aman Race, and 
all created Intelligences have Vehicles or Bo- 
dies of an Order and Purity analogous to their 
Rank and Degree in the Seale of Intelli- 
gences; we may fairly and phzlofophicaHy de- 
fine a pure original, not lapfed, Angel, of the 
lowett Order, a fpiritual Subftance of the next 
immediat Order above the Human, adctu- 
ating a divinely organiz’d Body, of a Purity 
and. 
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and Sublimity analogous to their Order, and 
the Perfection of his informing Spirit. 


§. 9. We have a pretty elear Perceptiort of 
what the human Race is at prefent, both in 
their Body and Spirit: He that has a juft, 
though not an adequate Idea of sufinzte Per- 
fection, that is, of zafinzte Power, Wifdom and 
Goodnefs, can find no poflible Reafon or Mo- 
tive, why fuch a Bezng fhould create Intelli- 
gences, imperfect in their Order, unhappy and 
perifhing, when the fame Power, Wifdom and 
Goodnefs, could either have totally abftain’d © 
from creating them at all, or have made them 
to be at laft happy in their Order and Rank, 
confiftent with their Natures and his own; 
Malice and Difficulty having no Place in fuch 
a Beimg. But any one who confiders this 
ruinous diforder’d Globe, and the Miferies, 
Darknefs and Wretchednefs of the whole 
Sy/tem of Intelligences that inhabit it, cannot 
but conclude one of thefe two, either that 
‘their Author had not Power to make them 
otherwife, or that they have wilfully forfeited 
their Rank, andhis Favour and Protection, by 
tranfgrefling the Terms and Conditions on 
which they were intitled to it; and fo being 
left to reap the Fruits of their own Labour, 
funk into a /ap/ed diforderly Condition. 


§, iow dW 
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—§. 10. INFINITE Power, Wifdom and 
Goodnefs, could, primarily and originally, 
bring no Intelligence into Being, with ratio- 
nal and intelligent Spzrzts, a€tuating divinely 
organizd Bodies or Vehicles, but under thefe 
two Conditions: 1. That the organiz’d Body 
fhould be fupple, pliable, and joyfully obedient 
to all the Dzéfates and Commands of the free 
intelligent Spzrit: And, 2. That the Spzri¢ 
fhould be fupple, pliable, and obedient to the 
Dittates and Influences of the Eternal and 
infinitely perfec Spirit, its Author and Crea- 
tor: And in thefe two, its original Innocence, 
Happinefs and Perfection, mutt neceflarily have 
confifted. And this was and muft have been 
the true original and paradifaical State of both 
Body and Soul of the human Race; and muft 
be the Conftitution and Complexion of the 
unfallen angelical State, and of all the Hze- 
rarchies of unlapfed Spzrzts. Which two 
Conditions, I think, neceflarily infer a pre- 
exiftent State to our prefent one, fince we do 
not find them in ourfelves now. 


§. 11. Auu created Intelligences being free 
and finite, muft of Confequence be fallible, and 
liable to run into Dzforder, as well as capa- 
ble of obeying Order: For they could not be 
free, unlefs they had the Power of chufing either 
Side; Self-activity being of the A/fence and 


Root of Intelligence, and perhaps the Source 
K frona 
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from which it fprings; fo that all created 
finite free Intelligences were naturally capable 
of Falling, of Rebellion and Diforder. An 
infinitely wife and intelligent Being, of fuf- 
ficient Power, could not make another intel- 
ligent Being with Defires, Impreflions and 
Pantings atter a State which was according 
to Order, to his Nature, and the Nature of 
Things, unlefs at the fame time He had ap- 
pointed Means and proper Objects to fatisty 
thefe juft and natural Defres; no beneficent 


-and good Being could a& fo. Now that we | 


(at leaft many of us. of the Laman Race) have 
yet a Notion and Idea of a better State of 
Being and Acting, than we find ourfelves in, 
‘and with and pant after it, is moft certain 
tand. undeniable; every honeft and think- 
ing Perfon muft find @ Law in his Mem- 
bers, that wars againft the Law of his 
Mind, and wifhes and defires to be freed from 
the one, that he may conform to the other. 
Now this is what is called the Lap/e or Fall; 
“and if this State of Imperfection laft for ever, 
fo muft the Fa//; and till this Defire or Pant- 


ing be fatisfied, the intelligent Creature cannot — 
be completely happy ; and for this End was the 


Occonomy of Fefus intended. 


§. 12. How and by what Steps the Lapfe 
was brought on, is of no Confequence for us— 
precifely to know. The Dejfign and Point in — 
View of all the Oeconomy of Providence, and — 


of 
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of Fefus, is to reftore us, with the Confent, 
Concurrence and Integrity of our three radj- 
cal Attributes, of Living, Activity or Free- 
dom, and Intelligence, which He cannot do 
Violence to, they being immediately derived 
from Himfelf, whofe Images and Miniatures 
all Intelligences are: And the Means that 
alone can effect this, without intrenching upon 
thefe effential and radical Qualities, are pure 
Love, naked Faith, and univerfal Refonal 
tion; which Means we could not perfectly ufe, 
if precife Truths, particular and {pecific Steps, 
and the naked Nature of Things, were always 
pointed out to us: This (at firft at leaft) 
— would infallibly weaken our Fazth and Truff, 
counteract our Refignation, and deftrey our 
Liberty; and therefore all that is reveal’d 
concerning ¢zs, and the other Truths of paft, 
future and invifible States, is general, unde- 
termin’d, and indefinite; and the Precifon is 
promis’ only on our Advancement and Pro- 
grels. He that doth the Will of my Father, 
foall know of the Doéirine : Our firft Leffon 
is juft what is abfolutely neceflary to begin our 
Return; the Knowledge of more Truths and 
greater Precifion, is to reward our Progrefs, 
The next immediate Step, or what is to be 
done daily and hourly, we are never igno- 
fant of in our Duty; and that is all that is 
neceflary ; the reft are all wifely put out of 
our Reach, and do not belong to us now, 
till we advance that Step; and when we 

K 2 come 
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come into the proper Difpofition of Body 
and Mind, to benefit by the juft and precife 
Knowledge of thefe mentioned and fuch-like 
Divine Truths, (though abfolute Precifion be 
inconfiftent with Pzuztude) we fhall admire and 
adore the Wifdom of our Teacher, for having 


conceal’d from us what would then have hurt | 


us, as much as for thefe general Truths, which 
ferve fufhciently to anzmate and encourage us 
in our now travelling and probatory State for 
both are directed with egual Wifdom. If we 
are ignorant, it is becaufe we are’not come into 
the proper Difpofition to benefit by Know- 


ledge, or that more precife Knowledge would 


hurt us, and draw us out of our Ordit, or 
fhorteft Road. 


§. 13. IF we may be allow’d to conjeCture q 
with Humility and Modefty, about fuch unre- | 
veal’d and indefinite Truths and States, we 


may reafonably think, that this Lap/e was not 


brought about all at once, but Step by Step, by — 


many Machinations, Plots and Contrivances © 
of the fuperior /apfed Intelligences on theIn- — 


ferior. Nemo repente fit optimus aut turpif- 
fimus. Finite Intelligences muft form and ac- | 


quire all their Hadzts by repeated Aéfs, and : 


Step by Step: So that in all Probability, the 
Fall might have been a long time in bringing - 
about ; and innumerable Numbers of all the © 
feveral Ranks and Orders, and fome of all 


the different £Zzerarchies, might have been 
| brought 
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brought into this general Rebellion, and have 
gradually departed trom that pure Love, naked 
Faith and univerfal Refignation, which alone 
made the Effence of their Perfection and Hap- 
Pinefs ; though in the drzef contracted Account 
we have of it in Revelation, it iscompriz’d in a 
few general Words, which is all we in our pre- 
fent State, it feems, could bear, without Vio- 
lence being committed on our Liberties, our 
univerfal Refiguatzon obftrued, and the Merit 
of pure Lave and a generous Truft and Confi- 
dence in infinite Perfection deftroy’d; more 
explicit and detail’d Accounts, might have nou- 
rifhed Pride, Prefumption and Self-fufficiency, 
and fo funk us deeper. 


§. 14. Our Senfes were given us to com- 
merciat with material Objedts, and to per- 
ceive and enjoy the Beauties of the zganimate 
Creation, as well as to limit the Extenfion 
and Expanjion of our Powers and Faculties; 
and by them all our Senfations, Ideas and Pic- 
tures of Bodies and inanimate Creatures, are 
convey’d to the feutzent and intelligent Prin- 
ciple. The Key and Mean of all our natural 
Knowledge of them, is Experiment or Ob- 
fervation, perforn’d by our Senfes fimply, or 
improv’d by Art, and the Logie of all human 
and natural Knowledge about them, is Pro- 
portion yaltly apply’d: For Sydogé/m and tor- 
mal Argument, is but Proportzon exprefs’d in 
abftrated Terms, or the Ideas meant by thefe 

; K 3 Terms 3 
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Terms; and this is the true and only Mean of 
natural Knowledge about Bodies and their 
natural Qualities and Laws. In fpiritual 
Truths, imperceptible and immaterial Bezngs, 


(vzz.) about their Nature, Qualities and Ranks,*: 


can know nothing naturally and humanly, 
(unlefs it be infus’d and imprefs’d by fome 
other Spirit) but by Analogy, Similitude, Al- 
hegory, Trope, Metaphor, or Figure, referring 
them to, and comparing them with, our 
own intelligent and fentient Spzrit, and its 
Manner of Operation; and then cloathing 
them with fuch Terms, or referring them 


to fuch Knowledge, as we have receivd 


from Senfation, or from ‘Proportion; and 
this is the only Afean and Inftrument of hu- 
man Knowledge we can poflibly have, in 
the Nature, Qualities and mora/ Relations of 


Spirits, [pzritual and moral AGions and Du- t 


ties. The fextzent and zntelligent Principle, or 


Soul, is the Spring or Source of both Keys or — 


Kinds of Logic, without which both would 


be equally ufelefs. Culture and Experience is — 


in /piritual Knowledge, what Experiment and 
Obfervation is in fenfitzve Knowledge; Ana- 
logy isto the firft, what Proportion is to the 
fecond ; Similitude, Allegory, Trope, Meta- 
phor and Figure, (allthe Appendages of Ana- 
logy, or a more diftant or near Approximation 
to it) are what a more or lefs accurate, a ge- 
neral or more particular Experiment and 
Obtfervation, or jufter and clearer Proportion 

a is a Aarti hh apply'd 
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apply’d to material Objects, is in /en/itive 
Knowledge; and a clofe, fimple, full and co. 
gent Analog y, is as juft and coercive a Demon- 
ftration in /piritual Knowledge, as a Mathe- 
matical or Geometrical one is in fenfitrve 
Knowledge. Scripture, Revelation, and our 
own inward Feelings of the Operations of our 
Soul, give the Data, (viz. the general Propo- 
fitions, the accurate Obfervations on them) 
analogous to Mr. Flamftead’s ox Dr. Halley's 
Obfervations of the Appul/es of the Moon to 
the Fixed Stars, from futhcient Numbers of 
which, the great Orbit of the Lunar Revolu- 
tion is determin’d, by comparing them with, 
the general Law of Attraction.“ Here Reve- 
lation gives us the Odj/ervations; the Know- 
ledge we have of the Nature of the Operations 
of our own Spirits, gives us the general 
Law; and Analogy may antwer to Algebra 
and Calculation in Aftronomy and mix’d Mathe- 
matics; and we may err and blunder in the 
frft for want of Care and Attention, as we 
may in the /a/f, being ever finite, and conte- 
quently fallible. 7 


§. 15. THE Account we have in Revela- 
tion of the Lapfe, may have a Uiteral, natu- 
ral and material Meaning (as all the Words 
and Works of God have a natural ox literal, 
fpiritual and divine Meaning and Ufe, elfe he 
were not God, that is, a Being of zafimite Per- — 
fection); and thefe Meanings may only deve- 
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Jope and unfold themfelves, and appear to dif- 
ferent Perfons, according to their different De- 
grees of Purity and Perfection; the /teral 
and cortical Meaning and Ufe, may be fitted 
to elementary and initiating Perfons, and be 
jut and true in its Degree; and the others 
proper only for the more advanced; and this 
with infinite Variety, Juftnefs and Property. 
Now in Mofes’s Account of the Lap/e, the 
Tree of Life, of the Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, the Serpent, Paradifé, and all the Scene 
and Group of this myfterious Affair, was cer- 
tainly /zteral, material and real, as there repre- 
fented and defcribed ; but perhapshappen’d not — 
tillthe laftACtof this Tragedy. ‘Paradife was 
certainly a moft delicious and enchanting Place 
of material and bodily Delights; the Tree of 
Life and its Fruit was defign’d to perpetuat the 
Life and Health of the then new-modell’d, 
though not perhaps Ethereal Vehicle ;the Tree 
of Knowledge of Good and Evil, certainly 
communicated by its Fruit, Pain, Difeafes and 
Death to this partially incrufted Body: The 
Serpent, no Doubt, was a lapfed Spirit, em- 
bodied in this then more beautiful Animal. 
Now as all this Scene, may have alfo /piritual 
Meaning as well as a /teraf and elementary 
one, of more Confequence to our Happine{s 
and Perfection to be known and believd, as 
the Spzrit is of more Value than the Body ; 
why may not Paradife mean in this Senfe, 
the tree original and fundamental Powers of 

the 
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the Soul, Living, Activity or Liberty, and 
Intelligence, or its original and immutable 
Nature and Conftitution, intrufted with us 
finite Intelligences, to cultivate, improve and 
exalt? The Tree of Life be Him, from whom 
all Life and Being proceeds, the Father of us 
all? The Zree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil, the primary Image of the Dezsty, the » 
Son of God, by whofe Oeconomy Evil known 
and felt, could only be done away and craz’d, 
or his divine Nature, Juftice, Goodnefs and 
Truth, which Image was in the human Na- 
ture defac’d, by trufting it to his own Spzrit 
and Liberty? The Serpent, the grand ‘Decet- 
ver, or lapfed {piritual Nature in General, or 
one of the higheft Order of the lapfed Hie- 
rarchy? And fo the whole Scene of the 
Lapse may be more properly and feclingly 
allegorizd, or explain’d in plain Terms to an 
honeft and ingenuous Heart, (vzz.) thus: All 
created finite Intelligences being free, and con- 
fequently fallb/e, innumerable Numbers of 
them, through Pride, Self-fufficiency, and De- 
fire of Independence, trufting to, and condua- 
ing themfelves by their own natural Lights, as 
being made little Deztzes, and deriveing with 
their Being from their Author, a Ray, Efflux, 
or infinitefimal Emanation of his Se/f-exzft- 
ence, infinite Activity or Power, and infinite 
Wifdom, that is, of his Nature and effential 
. Attributes; deriving, I fay, dependent and de- 
rivative Living, Freedom and Intelligence, 

but 
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but affecting Independency, and departing from. 


pure Love, naked Faith and univerfal Refig- 
nation to infinite Perfection, they gradually 
funk into Selfi/ine/s, Propriety and inordinate 
Love of the Creatures; and inftead of being 
govern’d abfolutely in all things by the Provi- 
dence, Influences, Impulfes and Suggeftions 
aof the “ternal Spirit, they affected to be 
govern'd by their own natural Spirits, and 
felfifh and narrow Views and Prejudices,. 
and became, as it were, zmdependent, un- 
guarded, and unreftrain’d Thznkers and Affors, 
prying into and determining in all Matters 
whatfoever; and inftead of being refign’d to 
the aniverfal Reafon and fovereign Will and 
Order of Divine Providence, found Fault with, 
criticis'd, grumbled at, and blafphem’d the 
Conduct and Oeconemy of infinite Wifdom, 
and gradually departed from pure Love, naked 
Faith, and Truft, and univerfal Refignation, 
the fole Means to preferve them in the Perfec- 
tion of their dependent State, and in Szwzz/a- 
rity to his moral Attributes ; and fo fell from 
the perfe& Happinefs of their Rank and deri- 
vative Being; Se/f, {purious Se/f, became tran- 
fubftantiated into their thus deprav’d Natures. 


§. 16. Wauen human Nature had thus 
lapfed, by affeGting Independence, and defire- 


ing to govern itfelf by its own natural Spirit 


folely, and wallowing in the Objects of Senfe, 
and {wallow’d in Creature-pleafures, it being 
ictal an 
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an eternal Law, eftablifhd in Nature, (for 
many wife and great Ends) and, by Analogy, 
(as wefind it) extending from material to fpirz- 
tual Things,viz.that Likedraws and is equally 
drawn to Like; or that Bodies and Spirits at- 
tract and unite with fimilar Bodies and Spz- 
vits, from the univerfal Principle of Attrac- 
tion and Union; the human Body did hence 
neceffarily and mechanically (as it were) con- 
tract a Rutt, Grofinefs, Stupor and Inactivity, 
and became reftive and difobedient to the 
Commands of the natural Sperzt, gradually 
degenerating into an earthly, grofs, material 
Prifon or Dungeon; and the Spzrit was here- 
by more contracted, reftrain’d and limited in 
its original and immutable Attributes of Live- 
ing, Adtivity and Intelligence, as to their Ex- 
tention, Purity, the Quicknefs and Exertion 
of their Acts, (for all Spirits are limited and 
tied down to the Nature, Order and ‘Purity 
' of their Vehicles, while their Union lafts, 
though their natural Powers in their Fund and 
Effence be immutable, and conftantly the fame) 
' fo that their natural Spirits now being aflifted 
by the /upernatural Grace and Influence of the 
Eternal Spirit, procur’d by the Mediation of 
Fefus, mutt work out their Recovery and Re- 
ftoration by gradually returning to their orzgz- 
val Order. 


§. 17. Pernuaps, as all animated Beings, 
Sentient ox Intelligent, mutt neceffarily be 
ee pe | cloath’d 
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cloath'd with fome Vehicle, purer or grofter, 

ethereal ox planetary, fitted to the Manfion 
they are confin’d to, and to their Degree of 
Purity in their moral Powers, and their Ex- 
tention ot Rank of natural Powers; fo al] 
created free Intelligences, of whatever Order 
or Degree, muft neceffarily pafs through fome 
State of Probation, Apprenticcthip and Trials, 
of their Love, Faith and Patience, before 
they can arrive at their fal, immutable, and 
for ever permanent State, and the Manjion they 
are eternally to inhabit afterwards. That fome- 
thing like this was the general Senfe of Man- 
Kind, feems to be hinted in all ‘Pagan Anti- 
quity that we have any Accounts of, Lg yp- 
tian, Syrian, Grecian and Roman, by their 
Initiations into the Myfteries of their Gods 
and this, chiefly, in order to produce an habi- 
tual Firmnefs, Force and Stability, on finite, 
free, labile Intelligences, in the different Infti- 
tutions. It would feem, as none but God is a 
pure Sprit in his Nature and Subftance, none 
but God can be infallible and impeccable : 
And that all Creatures being finite and free, 
muft neceflarily, by their Nature, be Zabile, fal- 
‘ Lble and peccable ; and that even infinite Wif- 
dom and Power could not make a Creature 
(for God cannot work Contradiétions) that was 
of its own Nature, z//abile, infallible and im- 
peccable; but that before that fecondary Na- 
ture of eternal Infallibility, lability and Im- 
peecabilsty could be brought about, on i 

mo 
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moft perfe& of created Intelligences, it muft 
neceflarily be, by confirm’d Hadits, produced 
by repeated Aéfs, and perfected into pure Love 
and naked Faith, or into an abfolute Surrendry 
of their zatural and moral Powers, to infinite 
Perfection, which alone can produce derivative 
Infallibility and IMability on them, and fo 
eternize Perfection and Happinefs, and which 
only can be produced by various Trials, 
Effays and Temptations to the contrary :. He 
who never was tempted, what knoweth 
he? Thus the Son of God, as Man, was 
made perfect by Suffering: As a Potter 
gives Firmnefs and Impenetrability to his 
Earthen Ware, by keeping it in the Fire till 
it vitrifies. Had Lucretia lived to all Eter- 
nity, her Chafizty would never have been 
doubted; whereas Cleopatra muft not only 
firtt have made an Amende Honorable, but 
have pafs’d through feveral fevere new Trials, 
before her’s could have been believ’d. We 
plainly find by Revelation, that many of all 
the feveral Hzerarchies fell on their Trial; for 
tried they muft have been, elfe they could not 
have fallen; for Reactzon always fuppofes 
Aftion. As itis the Nature of Pride and Ma- 
fice, to be fpiteful, infectious and tempting, 
(in Hopes that Numbers may make them over- 
look’d, or too powerful, and fo fecure) we find 
they, or their Leader, (fuppofe his Name La-. 
cifer) had a great hand in the human Lap/é, as 
it is glanced at under the Serpen¢ that tempted . 

Eve. 
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Eve. And from this Fall of the Angels, the 
natural and plain Account of Demonology, and 
the early impious Here/y of the Manicheans, 
(Lucifer and his Angels) is to be deriv’d. 
What the Trials of thee fallen Angels were, 
and in what manner thofe of the Angels in 


the feveral Hierarchies who ftood, combated, - 


kept firm and unfhaken, and thereby were for 
ever confirm’d, effablif'd and eterniz’d, and 
perhaps increasd and inlarg’d in Purity, 
Luftre and Glory, by their Victory ; is not re- 
veal'd, nor to be difcover’d but by Analogy 
or Conjecture. The Hijfory of the human 
Lapfe is fo brief and obfcure in Mofes, (per- 


haps partly allegorical, partly Literal) with a 


plain Defign to damp idle or hurtful Curzofity, 
and fo prevent our being hurt thereby, by 
withdrawing us from the one thing necef- 
fary, that it amounts almoft to a total Forbzd- 
ding, and a Warning from prying with too 
much Eagernefs into this my/ferious Affair; 
and to leave things fecret (the Secreta Imperii 
‘Divini) to God. All that is certain is, that 


we are /apfed at prefent, or ina State of Trial. 


and Probation, (we of the human Race on this 
ruinous P/anet) and cannot poflibly now be 
as we came out of the Hands of our infinitely 
wile, good and powerful Creator. Pre-exift- 
ence, the Manner of our Lap/e, the Duration 
of our Banifhment, and the laft Term and Li- 


mits of our Kefloration, are, with infinite — 


Wifdom and Goodnefs, in their Detail con- 
| ceal’d 
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ceal’d from us, becaufe they would infallibly 
hurt us; if more precife, they might obftruc 
the Merit of Fazth, or draw us out of the 
fhorteft Way. zther of thefe two Manners 
of explaining the Lapfe, may fuffice an honeft | 
modeft Phzlofopher, (who is fenfible of his 
own limited Faculties) to make the Affair nei- 
ther improbable nor impoflible; efpecially 
when he finds himfelf both imperfea@, un- 
happy, and unfit to be finally united with a 
Being infinitely perfect and happy, as He now 
is. 1 chufe the fir/f, as more conformable to 
Revelation, and the Form of found Words ; 
and every modeft Chriftian Philofopher will 
be cautious not to be wife, above what is 
written. aoe 


§. 18. WHETHER this Glove of Earth, as 
we now inhabit it, was the origz#al and pri- 
mitive Seat of innocent and uniapfed human 
Spirits, and by the Energy and Force of the 
Lapfe, was gradually and neceffarily, and, ac- 
cording to the prefent Laws of Bodies, turn’d 
into the ruinous, dark, difmal State it is now 
in, and fuch elementary and clayey Prifons 
made of it, as our prefent Vehicles, and the 
human Aace, with all the Spirits. concern’d in 
the Rebellion, thruft down and confin’d upon 
it, is not material to be known, nor perhaps 
philofophically to be determin’d: It feems 
moft probable, and conformable to the 4yxa- 
fogy of Things, and the common Laws of 

| Nature, 


144 ‘Philofophical Conjeftures 

Nature, that it gradually and naturally changed 
from its orzgzmal Beauty and fuperior Place 
among the Stars, into its prefent ruinous and 
decay’d State, from the natural Malignity, and 
deleterious Energy of the Rebellion in its pri- 
mitive Inhabitants, which perhaps was gradual. 
What is certain is, that fuch a Place as Para- 
dife is de{crib’d, is now no-where to be found 


onit; and that balaucing the Inconveniencies 


with the Advantages, of want of Light and 
Sun, and of cold, uncertain and various Sea- 
fons, of Barrenne/s, and Mountains cover’d — 


with Jce and Sxow, of the one Part, with | 


the Hurricanes, Tempefts, Volcano’s, Earth- ~ 
guakes, Thunder and Lightning, poifonous 
Injecis, and ravenous and favage Beafts, — 
fcorching Heats, and peffz/ential Winds, Blafts . 
or Damps, of the other, the whole Globe 
is pretty near equal in Conveniencies; and 


no particular Place without its Comforts and 
Inconvemiencies. So that either Paradife 


was on fome other “P/anet, or (which is moft 
natural to fuppofe) Crime, Rebeflion and Dif. 
order have had a phy/ical and neceflary Influ- 
ence, on the Matter or Vehicle belonging to — 
each human Spzrit; and thus the whole Mafs 
of rebellious Intelligences, with the Globe 
they inhabited, was naturally and phyfically — 
chang’d and diforder’d. I fay, it is moft natu- — 
ral and philofophical, and perhaps a neceflary _ 
_. Confequence of phyfica/Efiiciency and Eimergy, 
to conclude that the Spzr:t, according to Ln 

| c- 
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Degree of Purity or Depravity, fhould purify 

and fublime, or corrupt and diforder the e/e- 

mentary Vehicle, with which it is cloathed: 

as Fire turns Bodies into its own Nature, and 

Co/d deadens and incraffats them, according to 

the Degree of their Intenfenefs. We fee La- 

xury, inordinat Leachery, Riot and Lazinefs, 

-firft incraffat, then inflame, and at laft mor- 
tify and putrify human and animal Bodies s 

and Abftinence, alow and cool Regzmen, Ex- 

ercife and Air, lighten, enliven and volatilize 

them. And it is not impoflible, that a whole 

Race, and all the Inhabitant Mafs of fuch cor- 

rupted and putrified Bodies, and depravd and 

degenerated Spzrzts, may have had fuch an in- 

fenfible and gradual Influence on a whole 

Globe, its Atmofphere and different Regions, 
as quite to alter its orzgz#tal Nature; as we fee » 

Heaps of putrifying Fz/b, Infects, and the Car- 

cafles of Men, by the Fermentation and Vo- 

- fatilization of the animal Salts, (from intenfe 
Heat) produce an univerfal Plague and Pef- 

tilence, as Was that of Athens, and many 

others. Thus far the Change of our Planet 

might have been a natural and neceflary Con- 

fequence at leaft, the E/ements, or Beginning of 

fuch aDepravation of the Bodies of itsInhabitants, 

and their Habitation: which, no doubt, tnfinite 

Wifdom and Power, (who dire€ts the natural 

‘and neceflary Effects of his zwanimat Crea- 
tion, for the moral Purpofes of his zvteligent 

Creatures, fupernaturally) and out of gene, 

io | L | r 
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yal Law eftablith’d for material Bodies and 


fpiritual Subftances, may have heighten’d, exa- 


{perated, Or even quickep’d, according to his 
Pleafure, for the wife Ends and Purpofes of his 
Providence; and thus might have deftroyed 
that Paradife, which by Rebellion and Dif- 
order had been abus'd, vz2. fupernaturally and 
contrary to the general Laws of the Celeftial 
Motions, might have changed the Ordzt, the 
Centre of Rotation, the Diftance of the 
Earth from the Suz, and the Angle of the 
Ecliptic with the Equator; to reverfe the 
Elements, deftroy its Fzgure and Strudture, 


and thus to weaken the Fertility, and produce _ 
the reft of the Appearances we now obferveon _ 
our Planet, and throughout the whole Solar — 
Syfiem, which have many evident Marks of — 
Ruin and Defolation; and this for a Punifh- 


ment and expiatory Purification of the lap/ed — 


Inhabitants: And thus alfo the Deluge might — 


have been brought on, after the Deftruction of — 


a paradifaical Globe, by altering only its Centre 
of Gravity ; and after the fame Manner other 
Changes might have been produc’d. 


§. 19. AN animal Body is nothing but a 
Sy/ftem or Aggregat of mere mechanical Powers, © 
viz. of Ropes, Pullies, Levers, Tubes, Glands, 
Strainers,and the like; vzz.One great Pipe with — 
infinite Branches, (infinite in Number, Fitnefs— 
and Delicacy ;) fecreting proper and /pecific Li- 

‘quors, to keep them(thefe Solids) in Repair, — 


and 
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and preferve them in their due Tone, and a pro- 
per Degree of E/aficzty, thereby to ferve the 
Intentions, and anf{wer the Ends of the intel- 
ligent Spirit, while confin’d to this Planet. 
And as I have often ufed the Similitude, I fill 
find it the moft proper, vzz. that the Body, this 
earthly Vehicle and Machin, is, as it were, a 
curious finely contriv’d Organ, or mufical In= 
ftrument, whofe Keys, Stops and Pipes were 
all originally, elegantly adjufted and duly 
tun'd, for the Ufe of the Mufictan, or in- 
dwelling Spzrzt. In this Fitnefs and Propriety 
to anfwer the Purpofes of the Creator, does 
the Union confitt; if that is partly diforder’d, 
this Vuzon is partially diffolv’d; while the great 
and neceflary Parts are tolerably found, the 
Union will ftill fubfit, tho’ imperfeétly ; but 
if thefe eflential Organs are quite fpoiled, the 
Union will be totally diflolv’d, and the Inha- 
bitants, by the eternal Laws of Spirits, mutt ne- 
ceflarily find out, and pafs intofome other a/fral 
Vehicle, or mufical Organ, proper for its then 
Degree of Purity or Corruption; as an In/eét is, 
by the great Law of Inftiné, directed to depofit 
her Eggs on thofe Leaves or Trees that are fitteft 
to preferve and wivify them; ora Bard feeks 
by Infiznét, the Situation and Materials for her 
Neff, that is moft proper to fhelter atid accom. 
miodate her Young ; and this perhaps in a conti- 
nual Progreflion, trom affralVehicletoVehicle, 
perpetually refining, as the rational free Intelli- 

| is gence 
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gence purifies in its moral Capacity or Attrt: 
butes. 


§. 30. MATTER, ot Body, is effen- 
tially incapable of any thing but Dzvifon, 
Figure, Motion and Situation. It is natural- 
ly paffive, and to make it aéfive, or capa- 
ble of Se/f-motion, is ati abfolute Contradic- 
tion and Impoflibility; for two oppofite and 
contrary: Principles can never fubfift in the 
fame Subject: and therefore it muft be intire- 
_ dy inert and pafffve, and for ever continue in 


the State it is put in, unlefs it be chang’d 


by fome external Force ; and that can never 
be effected but by a Spzrit, or fpiritual Sub- 


{tance: which, on the contrary, is effentially — 


Sy 


Jelf-attive and felf-motive, and by its Agency 


determines the Motion and Reft, and different 


Directions and Actions of Bodies. It is true, 


this Agency is under certain Reftrictions, be- 
ing limited and fubjected to the general Laws 


of the Nature of Bodies; but the Beginning, © 
End and Degree of the Force and Motion, — 
and all other Changes produc’d in Bodies, are. 


from the Aergy and Aion of /piritual Sub- 
ftances, either przmary or fecondary, original 


or created ; fo that where Matter, Mechanifim 


“ee ger . 


and its Powers and Laws end, there fpiritual — 
Agency and Eimergy begin. And therefore I — 


fear, that Sir L/aac Newton's Spiritus gus- 


dam fubtiliffinus, Defcartes’s and Leibnitz's 
Vortices, 
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Vortices, Elugens’s and Fatio’s infinitely rare, 
rapid, ‘{ubtil Matter, with the Qualities they 
muft endow them, to folve Appearances, (I 
mean only in animated Bodies, for in Ina- 
nimat it may be required, nay fome fuch Fluid 
feems neceflary, I think) is, I fear, imagi- 
nary and without Foundation, from fuflicient 
Experiment, or the nology of Nature; un- 
lefs by their infinitly fubtil Matter, they 
mean real /peritual Subftance, or elfe the firft 
Elements of Bodies; for Matter mutt be ex- 
tended, divifible, zzert, and gravitat, elfe it 
can be no longer Matter; and when fuch im- 
material, and, as it were, felf-moving Matter 
is granted, it will feparate us, but one Step fur- 
ther from _/pzrztual Subftance and Agency; or 
the perpetual Influence of the Fir/t Cau/e, in 
whom all things “ve, move and have their 
Being. And, 1 fear, the whole of the Sup- 
pofition, how mechanical and adequat fo- 
ever, to anfwer Appearances in all animated 
Beings, and in all Accounts of it given 
by thefe great Men, has not that Simplicity 
and Beauty confpicuous in, and effential 
and neceflary to, all the Works of God, 
z.e. to infimit Wifdom and Power. Of the 
fame kind are animal Spirits, in the Account 
of mufcular Motion; and, on the whole, I 
¢an conceive Matter no otherwife, but as di- 
vided, extended, mov'd and figur’d, and adtu- 
ated and directed by Spzrzt, which only can 
att on it, by its own /elf-motive Energy, tho’ 
that too is limited and circumf{crib’d. by. Mat- 
| 13 ter, 
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ter, in all created Spirzts. If Experiment or 
repeated Obfervations fhould afcertain the Ex- 
iftence of fuch an infinitely rare and e/aftic 
Matter neceffarily, (which I fear it will hardly 


do) then we mutt {ubmit to receive it; but, I 


think, fince Refifance will always neceflarily 
accompany Matter in Motion, how {mall, rare 
or elaftic foever, it will of confequence at laft 
alter the Figure and Dire€tion, and abate the 
Force and Figure of the Particles, fo as to 


render them unfit to produce the Effect, and 


-anfwer prefent Appearances; and perhaps 
this Syftem may be fo ordain’d at firft thus to 
end. But ftill, as we muft ftop fomewhere at 


Jaft, and admit of /pzrztual Agency to imprefs . 


the fiv/t Motion, nothing but repeated and un- 


deniable Axperzment and Obfervation fhould 
induce us to multiply Caufes, and allow any 


fuch Fluid intervening between animated 


Matter and the fir rf or fecondary Mo- 
vers. This will be better underftood by an 


Example: It is well known what Pains have ; 
been taken, and how many Elypothefes have 


been fram’d, not only by Phyfcians, but 


Geometers of the fir/f Rank, to explain mip 
cular Motion, and all, I think, hitherto im 
vain. This fubtil Matter under the Name of 


animal Spirits, (or at leaft in propagating 


them) and even Sir Ifaac’s Spiritus fubtitiffe- 


mus, has been imploy’d for this Purpofe, 


tho’ with little Satisfa@ion to moft attentive 


and qualify’ d Jadges. How much more na- 


GSC uete 
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tural, philofophical and fimple is it, to fuppofe 
the Nerves to be infinitly delicat and me- 
chanically adjutted membranous Tubes, Twifts 
or Ropes, whofe Elafticity and Mechani{m is 
preferv’d by an internal milky foft P7th, which 
Membranes receive their firft Impreflion and 
Impulfe from the felf-motive Principle with- 
in us, (for the felf-movemg ‘Principle muk 
communicat the firft Impulfe cither on this fup- 
pos’d intermediat FPluzd, or on thefe Mem- 
branes, and either of them is equally unintel- 
ligible and explicable ; but the laft is the fhort- 
eft way, and therefore likelieft to be the Method 
of the Author of Nature, whoalways works the 
fhorteft Way, and after the fimpleft Manner, 
as may be mathematically demonftrated in 
all his real and natural Workings) and com- 
municat and propagat it by proper and /ar- 
monious Ofcillations to the Mautfcles, by 
whofe mechanical Structure thofe harmoni- 
ous Motions are excited into Action, by that 
admirable Mechanifm fo fully and juftly ex- 
plain’d, by the learned and ingenious Dr. 
Alexander Stewart! How much more fimple 
and natural is it to conceive, that the Surfaces 
of Bodies, their Effuvia or repelling Steams, 
communicat certain juftly proportion’d and 
commenturable Undulations, Vibrations and 
Tremors to fuch membranous ‘Pipes, which. 
the natural Sagacity of the intelligent Principle 
knows by its own innate Powers, to indicat 
the Prefence of fuch and fuch Bodies; in the 
L 4 fame 


152 Pbilofophical Conjeétures 

fame Manner as the Governor of a befieg’d 
Town, or the feveral Ships of a Fleet, undetr- 
ftand what fuch a Number of Guus, or fuch a 
Flag, import and fignify! Thus Things are 
eafy, intelligible and fimple. We daily fee 
and hear, what fine Pieces of Mujic a skilful 
Mufician can fling off a well-tun’d Inftrument, 
from the various Motions of his Fzagers of 
Voice: But this I propofe as a mere Illuftra- 
tion. If Experiment fhould fhew the Ne- 
ceflity of the mentioned ethereal Fluid, even 
then, I think, it will take Place only in unanz- 
mated Nature. And if there is any Regard to 
be hadto fuchan Hypathe/is, before it be abfo- 
lutely decided by Experiment, it muft be, be- ° 
eaufe Nature and. its Author never ak by 
_ Starts, Fits, and Intervals, but by flow, uniform 
and imperceptible Degrees, tho’ the Progreflion 
is often not to be determin’d by finite Experi- 
ments, or finite Capacities. But even tho’ the 
Organs of Senfe may and do want Media, the 
animal Funttions are too intimat and necet 


fary to Life to need fuch. 


§. 21. LIFE, Adtivity and Intelligence, 
are natural and neceflary in forne Degree to all 
pels Beings, as all the Confequences and 
Combinations of them are; as being Minza- 
_ tures, Sparkles or Infinitefimals of the Deity. 

All of the fame Order, Rank or Hierarchy, 
have thefe nearly in the fame Degree; ‘and 
thefe Hzerarchzes and Ranks, differ only in their 
ble Sew ewe Hi gtk tie Adin (wii: , Des. 
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Degrees of thefe primary Attributes. What 
may make the moft apparent Difference in this 
State of things, in the Individuals of thefame 
Rank or Species, is, perhaps, the more coarfe 
or elegant Texture ; or the Fitnefs or Unfitnefs 
of their ethereal Vehicles in their firft Forma- 
tion, as they primarily came out of the Hands 
of their Maker. All the radical Differences 
con{picuous in the human Race now, are owing 
to the different Frame, Texture and Culture of 
their bodily Machin, and its {piritual Organs; 
fo that orzginally there muft have been no Dif 
_ ference of Sexes, becaufe at /a/ff, in their-re- 
{tor’d and recover'd State there will be none; 
they will, in that refpect, be like the Angels, 
as Revelation exprefly aflerts. Something ana- 
logous to Creative Fecundity, poflibly, may be 
even in Angels, and primarily may have been 
too in the human Race, becaufe of their Si- 
milarity and Refemblance to thofe Angels, 
and to their grand Original the Desty; I fay, 
fome miniature Refemblance of his Creative 
Power might have been in them. Beneficent 
Nature mutt be neceflarily communicative, and 
earneftly defirous, there may be infinitly more 
Beings to contemplat, worfhip and adore the 
infinitly perfect Being, and admire the Ope- 
rations of his Hands, to imitat Him, and par- 
take of his Felicity. But how this Creative 
Power, or earneft Defire of more Intelligences, 
operated then, I will not take upon me to 
conjecture: But certain it is, that the Divifion 


of 
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of the Sexes was after the Lap/e was begun, 
and, perhaps, when it was far advane’d ; pofli- 
bly to put a Drag on it, and prevent the final 
Degeneracy into Se/f-/ove, oran idolatrous and 


unnatural Commerce with the $rute Creation. 


§. 22. Ir is both philofophical and highly 
probable to fuppofe, that the Bodies as well as 
the Spzrzts of allthe Auman Race were created 
at one and the fame time; at leaft were fent 
into thefe Adamical ‘Dungeons they now in- 
habit, at one and the fame time. The Spirit 
endow’d with the three radical Qualities of 
Life, Activity and Intelligence, in the Per- 


fection that belong’d to its Order and Species; 


and the Body, in the Perfe@tion of their then 


Eftate, at leaft in the original and firft Stock, in 


whofe Loins were included in Miniatures and 


Infinitefimals, in a perpetual Progreflion de- 


{cending, all the Race and Mafs that fhould 


ever exifi, of that Species. This will be no 


Difficulty to thofe who know and underftand, 


the infinit Divifibility of Matter, and the 
Doatrine of firft, fecond, third and confequent — 


Fluxions or ‘Differences, as-they are now de- 
monttrated and explain’d. Thefe infinitefimal 


Bodies have probably been animated, and 


growing in their own Manner, and according 
to their Laws, from their firft Formation, and 
from the Time of the primary general Crea- 


tion, till they arrivd at their full Maturity. | 


No doubt both thefe mniature and mature 
Bodies, 
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Bodies, were vaftly different from what we 
find our /apfed earthly Tabernacles now are. 
As the Spirit was perfed in its Kind, fo was 
the Body: As the Spzrzt was pliant, tupple, 
and chearfully obedient to the Influences of the 
Eternal Spirit, (which was breath’dinto it by 
the Spirit of God, viz. pure difinterefted Love) 
fo was the Body pliant and obedient to the 
Commands of the human Spzr7zt: All was Or- 
der, Peace, Love and Harmony; and probably 
the Frame and Figure of the Body might be in 
many Particulars different from what we now 
. find it, as we have obfery’d of the Difference 
of the Sexes in the former Section ; and thefe 


Differences may be neceflary in one State 


of the Progreflion, and may naturally drop 
off, and decay, in another, when of no fur- 
ther Ufe: Inftances of which we may fee in 
the different Shapes of femal Animalculs, 
Eggs, Nymphe and young Infects, from what 
they have when arrivd at Maturity; of a 
Chick in the Egg, from what it is when per- 
fe@ly grown; in the feveral Stages of the 
Silk-worm, and moft other animated Beings, 
Vegetables as well as Animals. And this is a 
juft and wife Contrivance, and evidently de- 
montftrates Defign in the Maker, to fit the 
living Creature for its feveral Situations. But 
what is moft material, is, that even this now 
Adamical and grofs Tabernacle of ours, mutt 
neceflarily contain under it, the Principles, A:/e- 
ments, Springs and /inear Root of that ethereal 

: or 
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ot paradifaical Body it was created in, and of 
that perhaps glorious Body it will be reftor’d 
to at laft in the final Recovery (which per- 
haps are both the fame), But this can 
be no Difficulty to thofe who know that the 
Rays of the Sum are but Matter and Body, 
which may be contain’d in a Dungeon of Pu- 
trefaction, and in a Dunghil as well as in the 
azure Sky; and that the Particles of Matter 
attract and repel each other in different Cir- 
cumftances, and purify and fublime as well as 
incraffat and condenfe, by the mere Force and 
Energy of the prefent Laws of Nature: And 
this Law, by which the whole Stock of {uch 
an Order and Rank of Intelligences advances 
in a certain Progre/fion towards Happinefs and 
Perfection, (the Confirmation and Stability of 
which is only to be found in the /4# and moft 
perfect State of Purity and Happinefs, as being 
free, but finite, and confequently fallible Crea- 
tures) muft abfolutly depend on and be 
brought about by Experience, confirm’d Ha- 
bits, many appropriated Zrza/s, and much gra- 
dual Labour; for nothing is more certain than 
the Axiom, Nemo repente fit turpiffimus aut 
optimus. This Law, I fay, of deriving the 
, whole Race from fuch a radical Stock in an 
increafing Progreffion, was a noble Defign, and 
of infinite Love and Wifdom, for rendering 
the fucceeding and pofterior Generations Par- 
takers of all the Acquifitions of Widow, 
Knowledge, and other Improvements of their 
Predeceflors : But as Corruptio optimi eff pef: 
ibs mega fima, 
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jima, by the Lap/e all the contrary has hap- 
pend, and 
3 fEtas parentum pejor avis tulit 
Nos nequiores, mox daturos 
‘Progeniem vitiofiorem. | 
So that what infinit Love and Goodnefs could 
not effect, that is, render fizzte fallible Intel- 
ligences fixed, and eternally /fable in Order 
and Purity: Punifbment, Experience and Trial 
may at laft effect, tho’ in an unnatural and 
retrograde Manner: But for this Misfortune, 
infinit Wifdom is no more to be blam’d, 
than a kind Father that leaves a comfortable 
Subfiftence to a prodigal Son, is to be charg’d 
with the Miferies and Difeafes he has contracted, 
in {quandering it. 


§. 23. THERE may poflibly be original 
Difference in the Complexion and Frame of 
the Spirits of the fame Rank and Order of In- 
telligences: fome have one or more of their 
natural and radical Attributes ina greater De- 
gree of Perfection than others, which certain- 
dy are heighten’d by the different Degrees of 
Perfection and Improvement of their moral 
Qualities ; it being fufficient to conftitute their 
_ Degree or Rank, that the Sum total of their 
Qualities, one to compenfat the other, be ori- 
ginally pretty near equal. But I fhould think 
the greateft Difference confifts in the Cul- 
ture: The righteous Man is more excellent 
than his Neighbour, {ays the Royal gone 3 
| which 
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which is only from his cu/tzvating into higher 
Habits his moral Qualities; and it isthe fame 
with both Parts of the Compound, the Quali- 
ties of which, in all fimzte free Intelligences, 
muft ever depend, to a certain Degree, on 
Culture and Improvement, in the Docility or 
Facility of the Spzrzt, and Phancy of the 
Body. He that by Study, entering into his 
own Heart, thinking, reflecting, remembering, 
and acting, cultivats his Spzrzt, will continu- 
ally acquire a Facility, Quicknefs and ‘Penetra- 
tion in intellectual Opperations; and he that 
by Air, Exercife, alow Diet, and proper and 
well-tim’d Remedies, improves and heightens 
his Health, and perfects his animal Funétions, 
will be fitter and more capable to improve his 
intellectual Faculties. The bodily Machine, 
diforder’d or fpoil’d, will fink, debafe, blunt 


and confound the Operations of the Spzrit ; — 


and the Spzrzt violently agitated, or too clofely 
confin'd, will difturb the Oeconomy of the 
bodily Functions: and the perfect State of 
Health, and the laft PerfeGtion of all intelli- 
gent Creatures, confifting of an intelligent 
Spirit and a material Machine, depends on 
the perfect Sanity and Harmony of both 
united, in their refpetive Order and Rank. 
A fuperior Degree of Perfection in either, will 
confift with an inferior Degree in the other ; 
but when either the Spzrzt is quite unculti- 
vated, or in an znfinitefimal Degree only, the 
radical Qualities of Living, Activity and In- 

telligence, 
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felligence, may be dwindled into that one of 
mere Living, as in Children and Ideots, 
perhaps Brutes; and when the Body is much 
in Diforder, the /pzritual Faculties, how- 
ever cultivated, either wander at random, or 
at irregularly. But the Fund of the Sparit, 
or the radical Qualities, may be eternally the 
fame, invariable and unalterable in their Or- 
der and Rank, whatever happens to the bodily 
Machine; only the fenfible and elicited A&s 
will vary and alter; or, which is the fame 
thing, the radical Qualities of Living, AGi- 
vity and Intelligence, may be invariable in the 
Rank and Degree proper to fuch a Species of 
{piritual Nature, whatever Machine or bodily 
Organ it be cloathed with; only it cannot 
exert its elicit or exterior 4¢é7s without a proper 
Machine: As a Mujician is ftill in his Nature 
and Fund a good Mufician, whether he has an 
Organ or mufical Inftrument to play on or not, 
or whatever fort of mufical Inftrument he has ; 
but he never can perform an harmonious plea- 
fant Piece of Mujic, without having a perfect 
and proper mufical Inftrument. An Angel is 
fill an Angel in his Nature, whatever Vehicle 
he appear in ; but cannot perform his Office to 
the human Species, unlefs he appear in fome 
Shape or Vehicle familiar and proper to his 
Commiflion. So that as to the human Spe- 
cies, the prefent Body and Vehicle was de- 
fign’d, and is neceflary only to commerciat and 
communicat with the S7/fem of Bodies or Be- 

| ings 
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ings cloathed with material and fenfible Ap- 
pearances and Qualities, as they now aré itt 
their ruinous State: For as to invifibley 
imperceptible, and /piritual Objects and Beé- 
ings, the firlt Elements of any Knowledge 
about them, muft intirely and folely be deriv’d 
from Analogy, to the Ideas and Refemblances 
of Things, convey’d to the fentzent Principle 
through the Sen/es ; and when thefe elemen- 
tary Steps are gone through, and become fami- 


liar and eafy, /piritual Agency and Operation — 


(if fuch be allow’d) may then begin its Influence 
and Effects: For when the Mind has been duly 
cultivated and habituated to a Faculty of Thznk- 
ing, to abftracted Sentiments, Reflections and 


Ideas, then rational, /pzrztual and clofer Think- _ 


ing, becomes familiar and eafy : But the Rad- 


ments, and initial Procedure, muft be deriv’d — 
through the Senfes, in Perceptions and Ideas — 


excited by Matter and its Qualities, but im- 
proved by Analogy and its Appendages, Trope, 
Metaphor, Similitude and Hieroglyphic. 


§. 24. Tue natural Progreflion and final 
Caufe or Reafon of this Oeconomy, as far as 
philofophical Reafoning may go in fuch Mat- — 


ters, may be this: The original ahd radical 


Qualities of all /pzritual Natures being (as has 
been often faid) Lizvemmg, Activity and Intel- — 


ligence, and thefe being unalterable and éter- 


nally the fame, in the fpecific Order and Rank, — 


a vaft Number (perhaps of all the feveral Or- 
errs ders 
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ders of the Hzerarchies) lapfed and fell, and 
ran into Rebellion and Diforder, (being finite 
and free) and fo defac’d and loft their moral 
Qualities of Fuftice, Goodnefs and Truth. In- 
finit Wifdom and Love then, always intend- 
ing to recover and reftore his /apfed Creatures, 
muft, by the eternal unalterable Laws of his 
Nature, bring it about in a Manner confiftent 
with their original and radzca/ Qualities; that 
is, by preferving their Life or Liverng, their 
Ativity or Liberty, and their Intelligence or 
Underftanding. In l\ofeing their moral Attri- 
butes, they perhaps loft or fpoil’d, their para- 
difaical or glorious Body with which they 
were originally cloath’d, and were new-cloath’d 
over it, with a crafs, unactive Tabernacle or 
Prifon, fuch as we find our prefent 4damicalone 
now is; by which means our radical Qualities 
were greatly confin’d, and more narrowly cir- 
cum{crib’d, and we were reduc’d to a State of 
Annihilation and Extin@ion as to them (as 
it were) for along Tract of Time: Our radi- 
cal Qualities of Liveing, Aivity and Intell 
gence being thus reduc’d to the fingle one of 
Liveing ;asthe whole human Race actually once 
were in the Lozus of their firft Parent 4dam, 
or whoever was the firft of the human Race, 
From that time they have been developezng, ex- 
tending and unfettering their 4damical Taber- 
nacles (every one in his Order) thus fpread 
ever the internal ethereal Vehicle, till they 
came to acertain Degree of Maturity, and had 

. i ee form’d 
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form’d the feveral new-cloath’d Organs, Pipes 
and Springs of this fecond Adamical Machin, 
fic to perform the probatory and expiatory 
Harmony, inthis Period of Duration, in order 
to acquire and regain their moral Attributes of 
Fupice, Goodnefs and Truth, and to return 
into Order, and, confequential, Happinefs: Fi- 
nite Beings, are abfolutely uncapable to regain 
thefe moral Attributes confiftent with their 
natural and neceflary ones, but by a gradual 
Progre(s, (viz.) by Labour, Patience, Expe- 
rience and Trial, by which they may be gra- 
dually confirm’d into permanent Hadzts, and 


advanced to the Degree of their Order and 


Rank, or perhaps higher; and thus their na- 
tural Attributes being deprefs’d and funk into 
an Equality with their moral Ones, by being 
thus cloathed and circum{crib’d with grofs Ve- 


hicles, their natural Powers are preferv'd from _ 


Violence, and only /opzted for atime, till the 
moral Qualities begin to rife; and then. both 
may go on in the fame Pace, which, it would 
feem, could, by. no other poflible or imaginable 
Means, be fo confiftently brought about. For 
the natural Attributes of Lzvemmg, Acizvity and 
Intelligence, preferv'd at their utmoft original 
Extent, mutt neceflarily have counterated and 
clafhed with the Acquifition of the moral At- 
tributes to any Degree of Perfection. For Ex- 
ample; innate, precz/e Knowledge, and a pe- 
netrating Underftanding, in any thing, in this 
our /apfed Eftate, would neceflarily have coun- 
eMac | teracted 
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teracted Dependence, Meeknefs, Poverty of Spi- 
rit, Humility, pure Love, and univerfal Charity ; 
and unbounded Léerty mutt have clath’d with 
Reftraints, Submiffion and Refignation, now (at 
leaft) fo abfolutely neceflary to the Acquifition 
of the moral Powers to any Degree, and {0 of 
the reft of the moral Attributes. But by thus 
deprefling the atural Attributes to the Level 
of the moral ones, both may, without Vio- 
lence, be in time reftor’d to their appointed 
Order and Degree; that is, they gradually 
and Step by Step,.may be turn’d into per- 
manent Habits, by the Divine Grace, and the 
Occonomy of Fefus. 


§. 25. HENCE, the mora/ Attributes being 
defacd by the Lapfe, and the natural ones 
brought down to a Level with them, by con- 
fining them to grofs Vehicles or Prifons, the 
whole of the zwtellecfual Operations mutt, in 
fome meafure, depend on the bodily Machin, 
as well, as the Degree and Perfection of the 
moral Attributes, in this prefent /ap/ed State, 
at leaft in its firft Steps and Initiation. The 
intellectual Operations can never be fo regu- 
larly and perfectly exerted, while the Body is 
in Diforder; a fick and difeafed Perfon feldom 
percerves truly, nor reafons juftly ; and a vici- 
ous Perfon never judges folidly, that is, by 
Number, Weight and Meafure, nor ads per- 
feCtly, ° But that this may be more clearly un- 
derftood, it may want a little further Detail. 

M 2 I 
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I fay nothing here of a poflible pafffve State 
in advanced Chriftianity, that being above 
Philofophy ox Conjecture, and perhaps the 
laft Scene of the Drama of Reftoration. 


~§. 26. WHat Mencall a Genins, or a Mari 
of fine natural Parts, a Hero, or a Philofo- 
pher, (ocfore the Fund, the whole created 
{piritual Subftance; or the moral as well as the 
natural Attributes, be acquir’d and cultivated 
into a Habit) is much owing to the Perfection 
of the Machin or Vehicle, and its {piritual or 
ethereal (now cloathed over with Clay) Organs. 
The zntellectual Faculties require proper Or- 
ans, Springs, Ropes and Pipes, to perform their 
Operations by, as well as the Senfes; and thefe 
probably are the Arteriole, fibrils and mem- 
branous Tubulz prolong’d, of the cortical and 
glandular Parts of the Brain, which are diverfify'd 
and delicatly modify’d ad infinitum; the 
Detail and Mechanifm of which never was, nor | 
perhaps ever will be, phzlofophically explain’d: — 
But that the Perfection of the zate//eétual Ope- 
rations in our prefent State, depends, in fome 
meafure, on the Soundnefs and Integrity of the 
Body, and thefe particular Organs, there are 
many undeniable Evidences to prove, as fhall 
be afterwards fhewn. What I would here 
infinuat is, that the ‘Delicacy, Finenefs and 
Perfection of one Set of thefe intellectual Or- 
fZans, beyond that of another Set, is that 
which makes the Genzus; Here or es 
| phers 
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pher. Thus the Health of the Body being 
good and found, if a Man has warm, but fharp 
Blood, with very elafic and ftrong pungent 
Nerves, but the particular Organs of Think- 
wmg, Attention and Refle@ion, indifferently 
agile only, he may make a Hero. If his Blood 
be cool, foft, mild and fweet, and his intel- 
leGtual Organs very e/affzc or agile, he may 
make a Philofopher or Law-giver: And fo 
of the other Differences of natural Spirits, 
among the human Aace, in all of whom the 
Fund, or natural Attributes, may be pretty 
near equal. But whatever Equality there may 
be in the natural Qualities of fuch Spirits, the 
Difference inthe moral ones, makes the human 
Species to differ at laft widely, even in the Ex- 
ercife of maturalones. For the true Criterion 
of a right and found Underftanding, and per- 
fect Judgment, is to examin things by Num- 
ber, Weight and Mea/fure, according to their 
Nature and Relations, arid then to eftimat 
and preter them, according to their sutrinfic 
Worth and Importance thus determin’d; and 
in this Senfe it is true only, that the righteous 
Man is more excellent than his Neighbour : 
that is, wifer as well as better. And that the 
Acquifition and Culture of the moral Quali- 
ties, not only fhew the Juftnefs and Strength 
of the matural ones, but alfo inlarge, augment 
and perfect them, both as they neceflarily mend 
and improve the bodily Health, by Temperance 
and Atftinence, and confequently rectify and 

M 2 tune 
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tune the Organs of the intelle@ual Faculties, 
but likewife as they cultivat and extend all the 
Powers of the Spzrit, by Study, clofe Think- 
ing, by Actions, and Abftraétion, and other in- 
telleCtual Operations, imploy’d in the Acquift- 
tion and Exercife of thefe moral Qualities. 


§. 27. THat the Perfection, and full, free 
and juft Ufe of the zntelletfual Faculties, de- 
pends, in a great meafure, on the Soundnefs and 
Health of the bodily AM4achzn, more particularly: . 
of the Organs of thefe zntellecfual Faculties, is 
evident from many Confiderations: 1/7, The 
Body was defign’d to concentre and circum- 
{cribe the /pzritual Powers, toconfine and impri- 
fon them for a time, and fit them only grofly to’ 
commer ciat with other Bodies on this prefent’ _ 
riimous Planet, and muft purify and refine, ac- 
cording to the Degree of the Acquifition and 
PerfeCion of the moral Attributes, as has been 
explain’d; and every Step in this Acquifition 
neceflarily tends to develop and inlarge the 
natural and radical Attributes, as has likewife 
been hinted ; from whence their mutual De- 
pendence on each other becomes evident. In 
this our /apfed State, our grofs and earthly 
Prifons were defign’d by infinit Wifdom, to 
curb, concentre and reftrain the exalted Fug- 
étions of the radical and intellectual Faculties, 
in Proportion to the Defacement and Decay 
of the moral ones, that being both on a Le- 
vel, they might rife, advance and perfeé&t by 

| equal 
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equal Degrees, without Clafhing or Contra- 
diction; without which our Ruin mutt have 
been eternal, our Lap/e perpetual, and our 
Recovery impoflible ; the natural and radical 
Qualities, in their utmoft Extent, being evi- 
dently contradictory to, and deftructive of, the 
Acquifition and Improvement of the moral 
ones; and the whole Refforation mutt be 
brought about by the Culture of the moral 
Qualities, which perfect and develop the xa- 
tural ones, and thereby purzfy and [ublime the 
Vehicle, extend and form the intelle&tual Or- 
gans: So that in the firft Steps at leaft of this 
progrefive Purification, the Perfection of the 
Aéts of the intelleGual Faculties depend on 
and are in proportion to the Perfection of their 
natural and bodily Organs. 2dly, We expe- 
rimentally find, the zmtelleéiual Faculties and 
Operations depend on the Body, in all acute 
and chronical (efpecially thofe called nervous) 
Diftempers; the Ravemmgs, Incoherences and 
Diftrattions in the firff, and the unaccount- 
able Terrors, Panics, Inconftancies, Difpon- 
dence and Cowardice of the /aff, are fuffici- 
ent Proofs of ¢4zs; and demonftrat the Ne- 
ceflity of a proper Cra/e in the Juices, and the 
Soundnefs and proper Elaffzcity of the Solids 
and Organs, in all the intellectual Lunéfions 
and Operations, but eminently fo in the firtt 
Steps of our Renovation. 3d/y, We actually 
find, and are ocularly fenfible, in an Embryo, 
in Infancy, in feminal Miniatures, that the 

M 4 whole . 
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whole of the natural Powers are concentred 
and imprifon’d ; and that itis in their Growth 
only, and in the developing of their Organs, 
and in the Inlargement of the Doors, Windows 
and Aperture of the Senfes, that their intel- 
lectual Faculties ever inlarge themfelves to any 
Degree. 4thly, We find that Luxury, Lea- 
chery, Intemperance, Lazinefs, ftrong and vio- 
lent Paffons, inclement and peftilential 477, 
Bruifes and Accidents, that injure the arterzal, 
and nervous Sytem, always hurt, and fometimes 
deftroy the free Exercife of thefe Faculties, and 
the Acquifition of Virtue (at leaft of fome Vir- 
tues) as well as Sezence ; and that proper Reme- 
dies, and due Management, recover and reftore 
them again. sthly, Abftracting from the Pro- 
bability and analogical Evidence, that the Bodies 
of the whole Race were actually form’d, liy’d, 


grew and extended in the Loins of the firft — 


original Pair, we {ee plainly, (as I have hinted) 
that every Individual begins with, as it were, 
a mere vegetable Life, while in Embryo, in 
{eminal Miniature, and in the Mother’s 
Womb; that when it is born, it has fcarce 
more than an animal Life, in which it continues 
much Jonger than any other Animal we know ; 
and that it rifes by flow and imperceptible De- 
grees into a rational Life: From which it is 
evident, that the Powers of the Sow/ are funk, 
concentred, imprifon’d and contracted by its 
unform’d Tabernacle or organical Vchicle, and 
cannot exert its intellectual Punétions, but 

ota- 
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gradually and infenfibly, and as the bodily 
and intelletual Organs are form’d; and that 
for this wife and gracious End, That the moral 
Powers and Virtues of the Soul may have 
Lime, Liberty and Leifure, by repeated Aéts, 
to turn into Hadbsts, and fo all three may 
equally develop and extend together, (viz.) 
the natural and radical Powers, (which in their 
Capacity, and original Axergy, are invariable) 
and the moral Attributes of the Soul, and their 
mechanical and material Organs. sth/y, But 
what is in this Cafe a Demonftration, is, that 
all the vital Funtions and Sen/fations, are all 
perform’d by the Spzrzt, by the Intermediation 
only of Motions, Vibrations and Tremors, 
properly modify’d and impre({s'd by Bodies, or 
their Effluvia, on rightly difpos’d membranous 
Tubuli, elaftic Threads or Filaments; which 
Motions or V’zbrations, the Soul naturally, and 
by its own innate and radical Powers and Sa- 
gacity, knows to denote the Prefence of fuch 
and fuch Bodies, and their AG@ions. Thus Sze- 
sng is performy'd by the Impreflions of the Rays 
of Light, emitted or reflected by the Surfaces of 
Bodies, which by the Size of their component 
Particles,and other Circumftances, exciteing par- 
ticular Vzbratzons and Undulations onthe elaftic 
optic Nerves, point out to the fagacious Spzrit 
(innately and naturally endow’d with fucha Ca- 
pacity of Perceiving and Judging) the Prefenceof 
fuch and fuch Bodies: And in a Manner analo- 
gous tothis, is Hearing, Feeling, and allthe other 

Senfes 
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Senfes perform’d, and mufcular Motion may 
be perform’d much in the fame way. 6thly, 
Fo confirm all this, and that Obfervations and 
Fac¥ may juftify and demonttrat Speculation, 
it is certain, and almoft infallible, that pon- 
derous Medicines, duly and properly prepar’d 
and adjufted, and a low, cool, thin Diet, per- 
fitted in, a due Time, and join’d with Air and 
Exercife, wilk generally reftore the free and 
perfect Ufe of the zutellectual Faculties, not 
only to thofe who have deftroy’d or hurt them 
by Luxury and Lazinefs, but even to fuch as 
have deriv’d them with their Birth, or from 
Accidents or Parents, if the Organs themfelves 
be not intirely confounded or {poil’d ; at leaft in 
fome Degree, fufficient to demonftrat the Pro- 
pofition ; and every one knows that this Me- 
thod, and thefe Medicines, only mend the 
Juices, and open Obftructions. Of this I could 
give fome fuch Inftances, having treated feveral 
fuch Cafes, that I could venture my Reputa: 
tion on fome Degree of Succefs of the Me- 
thod, when apply’d early and in due Time, 
lefore the noble Organs be quite fpoil’d: 
And if Philofophy have any thing certain or 
true, it isthis, that guo pofito ponitur, Cr que 
fublato tollitur, im eo conjfiftct ejus ret Effen- 
tia. A great deal more I could urge, but this 
muft fuffice to the honeft Inquirer, and fair 
Philofopher; cl{e, nothing will. 


§. 28. From 
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§. 28. From all which it is evident, that it 
is to Experience, Culture and Probation, re- — 
moving Obftacles and Impediments, that we 
mutt apply both for the Extention and Improve- 
ment of the watural and moral Powers of the 
Soul, and for the PerfeCtion of the intelle@tual 
Organs of the Body. All three, fince the 
Lapfe, have been contracted, imprifon’d or 
concentred, as it were, toa ‘Punttum Saliens, 
(as the Naturalifts fpeak of the beginning Inca- 
bation of a Chick from an Egg) to be extended 
and dilated to a given State of Maturity and 
Perfetion, altogether proper for its Order and 
Rank, and alone and only to be brought about 
at firft by the Culture of others (its Parents, 
Nurfes and Mafters) while under Age, and 
afterwards by itsown Lnduftry, Attention and 
Diligence, in a proper Method, when come 
to Maturity. So that the whole Perfetion of 
Body, Soul and Spirit, (by Soul and Spirit I 
always mean the natural and moral Powers) 
depend on proper Culture, Experience and 
Trials ; and our whole /ap/ed State is proba- 
tory, experimental and progreffive, and from 
our vegetable, through our brutal and ratio- 
nal, up to our reffored firlt paradifaical and 
laft divine, fix’d and immoveable State; the 
whole Progrefs is in a great meafure our own 
Work, tho’ under gencral Laws, both for 
Spirits and Bodies, but with fupernatural (or 
if you pleafe, wzraculous) Aids and A fliftances 

from 
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from time to time, to be the Rewards and 
Motives of our Diligence and Zeal, tho’ per- 
haps they are never to be felt or diftinguith’d, 
till the whole Progreflion is at an End; which 
Progreflion might or may be much after this 
Manner, as far as can be conjectur’d from 
things as they now appear. The human Race 
was originally made in the Scale of Intelli- 
gences, and in that Cove of Creation (if I may 
be allow’d the Similitude without offending 
weak Minds, and low Philofophers) which 
feems to afcend, from znert and paffive Mat- 
fer through the human Species, to the Angels, 
and beyond the Cherubims and Seraphins, up 
to the utmoft Extent that created finite free 
Intelligence reaches: (all which, in their na- 
tural Powers, are Injinitefimals refpedively 
and unalterably of their great Original, the 
Deity, but at an infinitly infinit Diftance from 
Him, as they ought and mutt be, but in a verging 
Progreflion of Szmlarity to him, in their natu- 
ralaswellas moral Powers) fay, the human Spe- 
exes, being made a little lower only than the 4n- 
gels, with Bodies or earthly Machins, fupple and 
pliant totheir indwelling /pzritual Intelligences, 
and with Spzrzts fupple and pliant to the Influ- 
ences, Impulfes and Commands of the F,- 
ther of Spirits (in which their Innocence and 
Felicity confifted); and being free, and confe- 
quently capable of a progrefiive Procedure, 
from this original State of their Creation, 
either forward to Perfection and Happinefs to 
a 
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a certain Degree, which probably might fix 
them in the Extention of their orzginal Powers, 
(tho’ not in the greateft Perfection of their mo- 
rai ones) and confequently in their greateft 
Happinefs ; ora‘Departure backward into Dif 
order, Rebellion, {purious Se/f- love, inordinat 
Love of the Creatures, Proprzety, and confe- 
quently Mzfery; their Creator eternally de- 
figning to reftore them to their firft or perhaps 
a higher Ratik, plac’d them firft upon this Ball 
of Clay, (which had been either naturally and 
phyfitally ruin’d and fpoil’d, by their own 
immoral Taint and Corruption, or was by 
his own omnipotent Agency) and _ ¢on- 
fin’d them to Prifons and “Dungeons made of 
this Planet, tho’ with infinit Wifdom and 
Elegancy, and with a fublime Delicacy adjufted 
to the Nature of their Lap/e, or the Ends of 
their Probation and Purification; whereby 
their natural Powers being cramp’d and con- 
eentred to the Degree of the Decay of their 
moral Powets, they may by their own Labour 
and Culture (but fupernaturally aflifted) advance 
proportionally in both, to the Stature and De- 
gtee appointed them in their original Forma- 
tion, and perhaps higher; and in the mean 
time, perhaps dropping through many different 
Vehicles, and material Bodies, groffer, or more 
fublime, either Dungeons, or partially glori- 
ous Bodies, as they have advanced or gone 
backward in the Acquifition of the moral At- 
tributes, ‘fu/tice, Goodnefs and Truth, or (which 
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is the fame in the Chriftzan Language) of the 
Cardinal Virtues, faith, Hope and Charity ; 
which, juftly explain’d, are of the fame Im- 
port. 


§. 29. TH human Sow/, or intelligent Prin- 
ciple, has its radical Qualities and Faculties, 
that it was endow’d with in its firft Creation, 
effentially inherent and zymate in its Nature, 
and in their full Extent and Perfetion, even 
now in this /ap/ed State, perhaps beyond the 
Vigour they can ever arrive at in this mortal 
Life, only cramp’d and fopited by this grofs and 
earthly Prifon (likea elon in a Dungeon or con- 
demn’‘d Hole); and as it has the Power or Root 
of the Senfes of Seezug, Hearing and Feeling, al- 
. moft the fame as when at intire Liberty, in its 
~ ethereal Vehicle, tho’ now confin’d to Darknefs, 
Silence and. Unaétivity, and can only {ee and 
hear as through a Grate or narrow Chink ; 
yet it has its natural Powers, and their bodily 
‘Organs, as vigorous and lively, as when it was 
at large, tho’ it be not in a Capacity to exert 
them in the fame Degree, by reafon of its 
heavy clay Coverlet: And this grofs earthly 
‘Fabernacle actually contains under it, the or- 
ganical Lines and Stamina of that glorious 
paradifacal and firtt created Body it was en- 
dow’d with before the Lap/e, or of the more 
glorious one it will be folely cloath’d with in 
its final PerfeGion and Reftoration, tho’ both 
(for they are one and the fame) now: cover'd 

over 
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over and encrufted with grofs mouldering 
Clay; and both Soul and Body, as they are 
now in this /apfed State, will gradually drop and 
put off this 4damical Tabernacle, and flide into 
another, and perhaps a third, according to the 
general Laws of Purification, and in Propor- 
tion as the /péritwal Inhabitant advances in Per- 
fection, till at laft it arrive at that fix’d and 
permanent State, and the Place and Manjion 
it was defign’d for in the univerfal Sy/ffem of 
Intelligences. 


§. 30. From this Account, if agreeable 
with the univerfal Analogy of Things, and the 
general Laws of Providence relating to the 
Lapfe and Purification of Intelligences; it 
will follow, that intellectual A@s and Exer- 
cifes are but Remembrance, and removeing 
Impediments, or but the Spirit's returning to 
its original and primitive State: That Culture, 
Study and RefleGion, and all the Operations 
of the Mind, are really (and not figuratively) 
“but lopping, pruning, drefling and removeing 
Obftacles and Incumbrances, and forming the 
bodily Organs to a proper Supplenefs and Fa- 
cility, for the Performance of /psritual Exer- 
cides, and to produce Habits: That the Study 
~ of Arts and Sciences, and all other Know- 
ledge, is but Remembrance ard Recollection, 
opening Paflages and Apertures, to admit 
more Light into the Prz/ox and Dungeon ; 
_ which can. only effegtually be.done. by the Ac- 
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quifition of the moral Powers of Fuftice, Good- 
nefs and Truth, or of Faith, Hope and Cha- 
rity ; and this not figuratively, but in Reality, 
aiid by fix’d Habits. In a word, the Sou/ has 
effentially and radically in its Fund and Na- 
ture, znmate and permanent, all the natural 
Powers in their full Extent and Degree that 
ever it can poflibly arrive at Here, but they 
cover'd over, fopited and concentred by the 


gtols Adamical Prifon; and is only depriv’d — 


of its moral Powers in its prefent Jlapfed 
State, which moral Powers it is fent here to 
recover. 


§. 31. THe Exercife of the xatural Powers 
ofthe Soul, (viz.) of Liveing, Aivity and In- 
telligence, is the general State and Complexion 
ofall {piritual Natures : Lzvezng means, fuppofes 
and implies the aéfuating, informing, directing 
and fuperintending the feveral Motions and 
Functions of a divinely organiz’d Material, 
either Ethereal or Planetary, grofler or more 
refin’d Vehicle, according to the Oeconomy of 
Providence in its Reftoration, and in giving Mo- 
tions and Directions to Bodies or Matter to a cer- 
tainDegree. Memory isbutan Affection or Mo- 
dification of the Under ftanding, fixing it toa par- 
ticular Obje&; as /eekzng any thing abfent or loft, 
is but a particular Attention and Obfervation 
or Detention of the Aye on the different Obs 
jects prefented; and that the Underftanding 
has proper Organs for the different Ufes and 
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Purpofes of Perceiving, Confidering, and fix- 
ing its d¢ttention, as the Eye has various Muf- 
cles, Tendons, Humours and Glands, for di- 
recting, fixing and perfecting its Sight; and . 
Memory is jut fuch a Modification of the Un- 
derftanding, as Searching or Seeking is of the 
Eye ; and all is perform’d through the mecha- 
nical Powers and Orgays of the Body, by the 
innate Sagacity of the Mind: and hence it 
comes to pafs, that when thefe mechanical 
Powers and Organs of the Body are quick and 
agile, to prefent Variety of Images, Pictures 
and Ideas with Readinefs, the Perfon is z7- 
gegious, fanciful, poetical, or of a quick 
and lively Imagination. If the Organs of 
the Imagination, the nervous Frérille, the 
membranous Yuduf, be ftrong and firm, 
the Impreflions or Jdeas being dureable, 
the Memory becomes ftrong. The Under- 
ftanding is merely paffrve, it is like the Vis 
Inertie of Matter, or Reflection and Reftac- 
tion init, of which it is the azalogous Quality 
in the Soul; and this Vzs Inertia is one of the 
faft Steps of the defcending Miniature of the 
divine Original in his inanimat Creation. 
Truth is to the Underftanding, what Light is 
in animal Life to the Aye; it muft be receiv’d 
abfolutely, and only according to the then 
state of the Mind. It is the W2// that is the 
ruling and dire@ting Faculty of /pzrztual Na- 
ture, and its analogous Quality in inanimated 

N Mat- 
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Matter, is Attraction and Repulfion : all de- 
pend on its it rules abfolutely, and without 
Controul, even fometimes over the Under- 
ftanding, and every Faculty of the Sou/. It is 
the felf-aétive and felf-motzve Principle, aé- 
ing above and beyond Matter, at a Diftance, 
without the Intervention of a material Me- 
dium, by itsown Energy, and after its {pecific 
manner of Operation; as is evident from In- 
flint, Impulfe, Sympathy and Antipathy, 
Confcience, natural Affection, and the like 
immechanical AffeCtions of the Soul. Mat- 
ter only limits and modifies its Operations, and 
renders it capable to commerciat and commu: 
nicat with Bodies, by a@ing upon them, and 
being reaéted upon by them. The 7/7 may 
and can act without and contrary to the Judg- 
ment, Conviction and Approbation of the Un- 
derftanding (Sclf-aGivity and Self-mobility ne- 
ceflarily fecluding all foreign Aid); and from it 
the firtt Sprzugs, Direttion and Perfection of — 
the Underftanding, often take their Rife; but 
generally they advance by the fame Steps in 
their Purification; only the probatory and puri- 
fying Procefs in the /apfed State, both in the 
Acquifition of the mora/ Attributes, and in the 
Culture and ‘Development of the bodily Or- 
gans, of the Faculties, gradually and by uni- | 
form Acceleration (like the Velocity of de- 
{cending Bodies) receives its conftant Impulfe 
from the Will. | | 
| §; 32. SOME. 
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§. 32. SoME have thought, that the W//s 
of all Intelligences were fo order’d by the 
divine Decree and Appointment, that they 
fhould be fo abfolutely free, as to become 
even independent of his Influence and Pre- 
fezence, and that their Lzberty fhould be in 4 
natural Eguzizbrinmto do whatever their ori- 
ginal Powers could poflibly effect, and be de- 
termin’d by their own Strength only, and 
affiim’d that fo much a felf-motive Power 
does neceflarily imply ; and that accordingly, 
God was not actually certified of the Lap/e, 
till it happen’d, in the Angelical Hierarchy, 
That the divine Nature may actually have ap- 
bitrary Ideas, they think, neceflarily follows, 
from his natural infinit Lzberty, which they 
fuppofe a Confequence of the abfolute Infi- 
nitude of all his Attributes, and the Ba/e and 
Root of his infinit Intelligence or Owmnifei- 
ence. .For no Creature is ve but muft be at 
the fame time zztelligent, and all intelligent 
Creatures are naturally Images of Hims; and 
fince zntelligent Creatures, fuch as we are, 
have arbitrary Ideas, (as is evident from our 
being able to act contrary to our fudement, 
and contrary to our prefent and future greater 
Good, were it but to fhew the Nature of our Lz- - 
berty, in any one Inftance, for Ewample, to fuf- 
fer prefent or future certain Pain, as in Suicide) 
therefore there mutt, by  Aealeg ‘y, be gencluded 
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a correfpondent Power of infinitly more Force 
and Perfection in the divine Nature. It is trie, 
Omnifcience could certainly foreknow what- 
ever Omnipotence could effect ; but both Om- 
nifcience and Ommipotence being in the divine 
Nature infinitly free, they think it a higher 
Inftance of Perfetion and Power, for a free. 
Omnifcience voluntarily to defign not to know 
what his Omuzpotence might effe& on his free 
intelligent Creation; and that it implies fot 
want of Perfe@tion and Power, but, on the 
contrary, is a much higher Inftance of Perfee- 
tion and Power, for an infinitly perfect Be- 
eng to create Intelligences, that fhould be natu- 
rally in fuch a Degree of Freedom, that even 
He Himfelf fhould not foreknow what they 
were to do; but fhould, as it were, vo/unta- 


rily and arbitrarily fofpend (Fefus Chrift, fay 
the Fathers, fufpended the Influence of his | 


Divinity on his Humanity; He made Him- 


Self of no Report, He took upon Himfelf 
the lorm of a Servant, the greateft Inftance 
of his Divinity poflible) the Influence and 
Penetration of his Ownifcience, to magnify 
atid manifeft his Omnzpotence. He might, no _ 


doubt, have foreknown every thing that fhould 
ever be effected, or brought to pafs, by the 
felf-motive Powers of his created miniature 
Images; but He might alfo defignedly and 
arbitrarily not forefee or foreknow all this, to 
enovle his intelligent Creatures thereby, that 
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fo they might be free even from his E/pzal 
and Odfervation, for a Trial of their Fazth 
and ‘Patience, (as a tender Mother tries her 
Fondlings Strength and Gait, by letting go 
the Leading-ftring) and thus leave them a 
Poffeflion and Property, (that they might be 
fitter Objects of his Commerce and Glory) and 
that they might have fomething in ‘Dominion 
and FTerttage, that in Gratitude they might 
render back to Him, which even He (now He 
had created them) could not force from them, 
Perhaps fuch a Creature might become 
a nobler Inftance of infinit W7/dom and 
_ Power, than one, all whofe future Thoughts 
and Actions were certainly foreknown even 
by Ommifcience: as a skilful Watch-maker 
might make a Watch or Clock, whofe Time 
of Going or Striking he might not foreknow, 
or could not foretel, that abfolutly depend- 
ing on the Length of the Cham tied to the 
Spring or Weight, which he had in his Power 
not to have meafur’d. This bold and pro- 
fane Suppofition, of God's defign’d and ardz- 
trary Non-foreknowledge of his finite free In- 
telligences future Actions, would indeed in- 
tirely take off all the ‘Difficulties and Ob- 
jections againft the Lap/e, about Liberty, 
Prefcience, and Predeftination; and jutftify 
the Darknefs and Diftrefles in Providence, Re- 
velation, and the whole Oeconomy of the Re- 
foration: but whether it is perfeétly con- 
| N 3 fiftent 
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fiftent with the Harmony and Simplicity, and 
abfolute Lnfinitude and Dignity of the divine 
Nature and Attributes, I dare not take upon 
me to determin. And fince infinit Sagacity 
and Penetration (like that of a w/e and good 
Minifier of State) will account for Prefei- 
ence, without influencing or intrenching on 
Liberty, Tam much rather inclin’d to fub- 
{cribe to it. Infinit Perfection can provide 
for the Perfection and Happinefs of his Crea- 
ture, without any Prejudice to Him/elf. 


§. 33. AL smtelligent Creatures being (as I 
haye often faid) E fluxes, Emanations, and ana- 

~ logous Injinitefimals of the Deity, muttnecefaz 
rily be imprefs’'d with his Image ; for though they 
be finite, dependent, and created, yet being free, 
fo far they are little azalogical Devinities ; and 
though they flow’d from Him as their Source, 
yet by this their Lzberty, they are able to 
hold, as it were, in Property, an infinitefimal 
Portion of his fpiritual Nature and Qualities, © 
and thereby have fomething of their own to 
give Him back, and thus to commerciat with 
Him, and at laft to return to Himas their lafe 
Lind: jutt as the Jaf and Jeaff Particles of 
Water (being probably /pherical or /pheroi- 
dical\ may retain their own Figure when re- | 
ceivd into the univerfal Volume of all Fluids 
of the Ocean, and are aQuated by its Motions; — 
or like the #7, which though in the Sea, yet | 
ne | all® | 


on Spiritual Nature. 183 


all of them preferve their own Forms; or 
rather like the Zrov in the Oven, which being 
turn’d into liquified Fire, yet retains its own 
Shape. Juft fo, all created Intelligences may 
preferve their own Principles of Individua- 
tion, when they are reftor’d to the Rock out 
of which they were hewn. But thefe lame 
and unanimated A//ujions Tadduce only as {/- 
luftrations of this incomprehenfible Subject ; 
for Creation, though a neceflary Article to be 
believ’d in all the Sy/fems of Natural Religion, 
is as incomprehenfible and inexplicable as any 
Myftery in Reveal'd, uniefs it be by Analogy; 
and it is no hard Matter then to conceive any 
thing zs, that actually exz/fs, efpecially where 
infinit Power is fuppos’d the Cau/e, and when 
it does not involve an abfolute Contradiction, as 
thefe analogical Allufions fhew this does not. 
However this Explication be receiv’d, 1 think it 
felf-evident, that in their Creation, or Emana- 
tion from the firft Caufe, all Intelligences 
have been imprefs’d with God's Image, and are 
really thereby zafinitefimal Dezties: And that 
the natural Powers, Attributes and Facul- 
ties we feel in our own Souls, may fairly be 
carried up to abjolute Infinitude by Analogy, 
and in fome imperfect and grofs manner, be 
fo rais’'d as to give a fhadowy Glance, or faint 
Idea, of the fupreme Being the ‘Dezty: And 
that our Liberty may not be violated, and our 
Reftoration may be fecur’d, | fear this is as 
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precife as we can reach in this our lapfed 
Fftate, while we dwell in earthly Prifons, I 
mean by Philofophy or mere Reafoning only, 
without Revelation or divine Faith. And 
therefore, whatever zatural Powers, Qualities 
or Faculties we find in our own Souls, (at 
Jeaft in the beft and moft perfec of our Race) 
we may fafely conclude, there are Powers, 
Qualities and Faculties, eminently correfpon- 
dent and analogous to them, in the divine 
Nature, with the Difference that abfolute In- 
finitude has to the lowef? Finite: and on the 
other hand, that there are miniature Refem- 
blances in all finite Intelligences, corre{pon- 
dent and analogous to the effential and funda- 
mental Attributes in the divine Nature; and 
confequently that we may fairly reafon and 
philofophize (with the Modefty and Humility 
that become the /owe/f of Intelligences) from 
our own /piritual Nature, up to the Divine 
fpiritual Nature, keeping within the Bounds 
and Proportion mentioned. ForExample; we 
find and certainly know, that in our own /pi- 
ritual Nature there are Liveing, Underftand- 
ing and Will, and that all our intelic@ual 
Operations are but Modifications of thefe: 
Thefe then mutt be the natural Image of the 
divine Being originally imprefs’d on our 
Souls. We learn from Revelation, that in 
the dzvime Nature, there is a Trinity of Per- 
fens, in Unity of Subftance.. We may: then 
=. | fairly 
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fairly conclude, that, in fome Manner or 
other, the three radical Powers of Livezne, 
Underftanding and Will, are the natural mi- 
niature Image and Reprefentation of this T7rz- 
wity in Unity. In the divine Nature, the 
three analogous and correfpondent Attributes 
are, Self-exiftence, Omnifcience and Omnipo- 
tence; in other Words, Neceflity of Bezng, 
—infinit Wz/dom, and infinit AcHvity. In all 
created Intelligences, there are a derzvu'd Being 
or Liveing, fwzte Underftanding, and limited 
“Will or kreedom. This Analogy or Corre- 
{pondence, I fay, between the dzvine Nature, 
and the fpiritual Nature of all finite Intelli- 
gences, may give us at leaft fome general No- 
tion of the Zrznity in Unity (for Precifion is 
incompatible with Finitude, and all I pretend 
to here, is to remove Contradiction and Im- 
poflibility, from an uncomprehenfible and in- 
explicable Myflery). Self-exiftence, or Necef- 
fity of Being, is the proper Characteriftic of 
the Father in Revelation. I am that I am, 
or l am the fole Being, that is meceffary Exi/t- 
ence. The Word, the Wifdom, the Under- 
/tanding of the Father, the expre{s Image of 
his intelligent Nature, the foverezgn Reajfon, 
is the Charaéteriftic of the Son in Scripture. 
The Holy Ghoft, or the Spirit of the Father 
and the Son, (vzz.) their infinit Aézvity, 
Energy and Power, is reprefented there as a 
fiveing, enlightening, attuating, comforting 
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and zuffructing intelligent Subftance, and fha- 
dowed out to us by the moft penetrating 
energic Things known, to wit, Wind, Light 
and Fire; and fo may be explain’d by our 
felf-motive Power, our Liberty, the Spring of 
pure Love, naked Faith, and univerfal Re- 
fignation. All thefe three (and | think the 
natural Attributes of the Deity are but Three) 
natural Powers and Faculties are compre- 
_hended in one /piritual Nature, in all cre- 
ated Intelligences: in them they are Moda- 
fities only, Powers or Faculties; but in the 
divine Nature, they are Realities, and active 
diftinguifh’d Subfiftences, becaufe of its in- 
finit Aéfevity. For nothing is more certain 
in Philofophy, than the metaphyfical and 
fcholafiie Axiom, that every thing in God, 
zs God. J might, with a good deal of phi- 
lofophical Propriety, run this Analogy up 
to all the Qualities and Attributes afcrib’d in 
Scripture to the Perfons of the holy Trinity ; 
but I give it only as a philofophical Emblem, 
Allufien or Similitude, to reconcile that zx- 
explicable Myftery to modeft, fober and 
guarded Thinkers; for it is ftill much better 
to adore and obey, and with or pray, to be- 
lieve as the Holy Spirit in Revelation intended, 
the beft we can, in the holy Trimty, than to 
philofophize about it. The two capital Errors 
in the Do&rine of the Tranity, (c{pecially of 
the Incarnation) and divine Nature of the 
si Se oer | Perfons, 
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Perfons, (which is the Hinge of the Dodtrine 
of the Trinity) is the Arian and Sabellian 
Herefies; both which are of great Detriment 
to Chriftian Perfection, and the Practice of its 
cardinal Virtues, Fazth, Hope and Charity, 
or the Acquifition of the moral Powers of 
the Sou/; but with a-very notable Difference, 
the Arian being of infinitly more Detriment 
to fublime practical Chriftianity, than the Sa- 
bellian Herefy. The firft dwindling and fink- 
ing the Merit, Dignity and Love, his Suffer- 
ings and Satisfaction, and confequently dif- 
honouring and debafing the dzvzne Nature, 
Purity, and the Merit of the common Saviour 
of the /apfed Mortals; and thereby the Mo- 
tives and Neceflity of pure Love, naked Faith 
and univerfal Refignation, the fole Means of 
our Recovery and Immobility : And perhaps 
among all the poftles, Martyrs and Con- 
feffors, and univerfally acknowledg’d Saznts, 
there will not be found one who notably 
lean’d to this Here/y. The Sabellian, on the 
contrary, tho’ certainly Heretical, too arro- 
gantly departing from the “Form of found 
Words, yet has preferv’d the Dzgnity and Pu- 
rity of all thefe Motzves, the Greatnefs of the 
Love of God, the Santtity of his Nature, and 
Heinoufnefs of Sin, and is only too philofo- | 
phically mzce, out of a Dread of intrenching 
on the Unity of the divine Nature. I was 
the more willing to retouch this Speculation; 
, ame ee Rts becaufe 
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becaufe what I haye advane’d about it in my 
Philofophical Principles of Reveal’d Relt- 
gion has been mifunderftood; elfe I had not 
meddled with it here, as being out of my pre- 
fent Province, for which I ought to beg the 
Reader's Pardon. This My/fery was not re- 
veal’d to puzzle our Reafon, but for a Trial of 
our Faith, and a Motive to our Refignation; 
and becaufe its Truth was neceflary to the 
Conception of the general Plax of the Refto- 
ration, and the underftanding, practifeing 
and perfecting the Chriftian Virtues and Mo- 
tality. 


§. 34. THe Soul and Body at firkt fopited ia 
a State of mere vegetable Life, (in the /eminal 
Animalcul, and in Embryo) isthere developing, 
vegetats, and lives, (perhaps for many Ages) 
according to their own general Laws, and the 
fecret Defigns of Providence; in Time, the 
Compound comes into the Light, and is born 
into the World; and then, from the Velocity 
of its Growth, and the Development of the 
Organs of its Faculties, (the nervous mem- 
branous Tubuli, and the glandular Machinuyle, 
perhaps increafing firft) becomes fen/itzve, and 
enjoys animal Life: The Nature of gro/s Mat- 
ter, the Miferies of this ruinous Glove, and the 
prefent dark State of Things, inclement or dele- 
tcrious A7zr, Negligence and Ignorance, and 
many other Accidents, (all under the Dircétion 
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of an znfinitly wife Being, for kind and gra- 
cious Purpofes) make the flender Individual 
now become /enfitive, and feel Pain, Mifery 
and Diftrefs, even before it is confczous or capa- 
ble to know the Caufe. Infting, (a plain but 
innate Effect) Pains and Sufferings, make it 
mechanically (as it were) avoid the Approach 
of the Caufes poflible or probable, by which 
thefe Pains are produc’d. Hence natural Aver- 
fion, Reluctance, and fome Endeavouts to re- 
tire frot. Excefs of Colds and Heats, impro- 
per or too much Nutriment, and all noxious 
Bodies and Animals. Thefle Senfations and 
Feelings lodg’d in the Memory, with the in- 
nate Inftintts, Sympathies and Antipathies, 
stow ftronger, till they are gradually confirm’d 
into Habits ; and on thefe infant Hadzts and 
Ideas begin the Dawnings of Reafon, Reflec- 
tion, Memory and Will, and all the Play of 
the zntelleéfual Faculties on their now deve- 
loping Organs. If the Body is ftrorig, its Ap- 
petites and Paflions are proportionally fo, 
which inordinatly gratified, naturally and ne- 
ceflarily beget {trong and new Pains and Pu- 
nifhments; thefe, on Refle@ion and Remem- 
brance, awaken Con/fczence, arifing from an 
innate Inftinéf radically implanted in {piritual 
Nature, to excite and encourage a Love of Or- 
der, and punifh Diforder; and Con/fczence 
actuated and enliven’d by ftill further Reflec- 
tion on the neceflary and natural Connexion 
, between 
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between Diforder, Crime and Punifoment ; 
on the firft Dawnings and Awakening into 
rational and con/cious Life, if Children were 
ducly and ftrenuoufly nurtur’d and cultivated 
by frequent Acts, as Occafions offer, and fup- 
ported by due Temperance, Air and Exercife, 
in the bodily and organical Powers, and by 
bringing the Appetites and Paflions in Subjec- 
tion to the Spzrzt, and thereby labouring to 
acquire a Facility and Readinefs in the Exercife 
of the moral Powers, as the natural ones ad- 
vance ; they would, in due Time, raife the 
Adamical Compound to all the Perfection and 
confequent Happinefs this prefent State would 
admit, in the full and free Exercife of the ua@- 
tural Powers, andthe Acquifition of the mo- 
ralones; tho’ not to the greateft, yet to a com- 
petent Degree, and to the moft perfe& and or- 
derly Condition this prefent probatory and ex- 
piatory State will admit. But the Nature of 
Things in and about us is fuch, and the Mi- 
ferics and Sufferings are fo conftant, unavoid- 
able and pungent, as will naturally and necef- 
farily excite in a Mind cultivated after the Man- 
ner has been defcrib’d, an anxious Defire to 
inquire and examin if there be any poflible 
Means to be freed from them at laft; and if 
there can be any rational and probable Way to 
fecure, at leaft after this State is paft, and this 
Adamical clay Tabernacle is laid down, fome 
State of Being, at leaft no worfe, and as much 
better 
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better as may be, on our going into another 
Manfion: And this is the precife Condition 
of Mind infinit Love and Wifdom intends 
to bring his rational /apfed Intelligences into, 
by this wife Oeconomy ; for under fuch a Dif- 
pofition, fooner or later, they will be fitted to 
hearken to, to examin and ferioufly to inquire 
into the Truth of Revelation, and heartily to 
fay, Lord! what foall I do to be faved2 


END of the FOURTH DISCOURSE. 
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Philofophical CONJECTURES 
ON 
NaTuRAL ANALOGY, 
ITS 
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AND SOME OF ITS 


CONSEQUENCES. 


x Cor. xii. 12. For now we fee through a Glafs 
darkly 


.2 Cor. iv. 18. While we look not at the things which 

are feen, but at the things which are not feen: for 
the things which ave feen, are Temporal ; but the 
things which are not feen, are Eternal. 
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-Philofophical CONJECTURES 


ON 


SeNATURAL ANA LOGY, its 
Laws, and fome of their Cone 
SEQUENCES. 


‘bee GS may differ in the Degrees 
of the fame Qualities, as well as in 
Kind; as in a Cube of Gold and one 
of Lead, in /peritual and material Subfiances, 


and the like. 
DEFINITIONI. 
DIFFERENCE in Degrees only, is 
where things having their e/fentzal Qualities 
common, admit in thefe Qualities, a More and 
a Le/s, or a Difference in their Degrees. For 
Example; A Miniature and a Picture to the 
Life; a Cube and a Parallelopipedon of the 
fame Subftance, and on the fame Bate; a Man 
and a Child. | 
DeFinirt. IL. 
DIFFERENCE in Kind, is only 
where fome effentias Qualities in the things 
O com- 
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compar’d are common, fome are different ; as 
a Vegetable and an Animal, Matter and 
Spirit, a Cube of Gold and one of Lead. 


Derry 77. i. 


By Ratio, is here meant the Relation or 
Reference of any two things compar’d to one 
another, whofe eflential Qualities admit of 
Degrees, or of a More and a Lefs; as be- 
tween a Brute and a Man, a Man and an 
Angel, and between different Bodzes of the 
fame Subftance. 


DEFIWiIT. 1V- 


SIMILARITY, is where there isan 
Equality or Samenefs of Ratio’s in the Sub- 
ftance, and eflential Qualities of things, dffer- 
mg only by a More and a Le/s. Fox Diftine- 
tion’s fake, in abitracted or fimple Ideas, or 
in Qualities, 1 fhould call this Samene[s ot 
Equality of Ratzo's, a Simlitude or Likenefs; 
as in Problems of rithmetic and Geometry, 
in Heat and Cold, in Light and Darknefs, and 
the like. In Things, Subftances ot Aggre- 
Lats of Qualities, I fhould call ir Similarity 3 


as in all the Individuals of the human Species, 


in Animals and Vegetables of the fame Tribe, 


and their Progrefs trom the E'mbrio or Seed, | 


to Maturity, I fhould pronounce them, I fay, 
ina Szmilarity of Ratzo’s. ; 


Dae 
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Disein tr. NV, 

THINGS, Subftances, and Qualities, are 
meant to be progreflive, or in a ‘Progreffgn, 
which are conftantly increafing or decreafing ' 
fimilarly: For Example; The concave Sur- 
faces that make a Gloée, (as the Coats of an 
Onion, the Membrans of the Cornea of the 
Eye) the Punéta Salientia, that become Ani- 
mals; the Mathematical Point, whofe Fluxion 
defcribes a Line; the Mathematical Line, whofe 
Fluxion makes a Surface; and the Mathema- 
tical Surface, whofe Fluxion makes a Solid. 


SCHOLIUM. 
SPACE and Time, Motion and its Velo- 


city, feem to be no Realities, at leaft no ex- 
ternal Realities, but the mere Modifications, 
and different Circumftances and Situations of 
Bodies or Matter, and fo nothing but mere 
abftracted Ideas, or an eafier and clearer Man- 
ner for cur finite Conceptions, which cannot 
comprehend any complicated Thing at once. 
A particular Space, or the Locality of a Body, 
feems to be a mere Mathematical abftraGed 
Solid, (fo to fpeak) or the latt Limit or Term 
of a Mathematical Solid, or of Body evani/h- 
ang; fuch an one as a Point is of a Mathe- 
goatical Line, a Line of a Mathematical Sur- 
face, and a Surface of a Mathematical So- 
lid; only here the whole Content of the Mz- 
thematical Solid, or evanifhing Body, is com- 

ag prehended 
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prehended in the Idea. The fame way of 
Reafoning may be applied to Tzme, Motion, 
and Velocity, which are but the Limits, Mo- 
difications, and particular Circumftances of 
Body or Matter, and have no external Rea/i- 
ties; but like the Shadow, that depends on 
the Light, thineing on the Body : they all ad- 
mit of Degrees, or a More anda Lefs, asbe- 
longing to, and conne&ted with, Matter and 
Bodies. A particular Space is to a particular 
Body, what 0, or the relative Lnfinitefimal is 
to a particular given Progreflion; and an In- 
jinit Body, like infinit Space, is a mere ima- 
ginary Idea, the laft Term or Limit of an 
afcending Progreflion, as 0 is of a defcend- 
ing one. Suppofe, for Example, a Progret 
fion of the Powers of Natural Numbers, 
or their Coflic Characters, defcending, gre. 
fined panne? feng? fx se 8 ere . the mid- 
die Term, 0 or =~ will reprefent a Mathematical 
Point, and +x will reprefent an infinit Body, 
and —ox injinit Space, +x a particular Body, 
and —x a particular Space; and fubftituteing for 
of cox, xfexfextivtc, crc. and for — cox, —x— xa 
—x, (vc. (or what Number of unknown Quan- 
tities, or howfoever compounded, with theif 
variable or conftant Powers) and treating them 
according to the Nature of their Compofition 
in a given Expreflion, by the common Rules) 
of Coffe or Arabic Characters, and rejecting) 
all the fiazte Terms, or thofe of a lower Order 
of fuch abftracted Infinits, and referving only’ 

' j the | 
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the Aigheft Terms of the Expreflion; and you 
will readily and intelligibly have all the My- 
feries, and folve all the Prodlems difcovered by 
Fluxions, Differentials, and Series's, in Num- 
bers, Space,T ime, Motion, Velocity, and Bodies, 
and fee that all this my/ferious and admired 
Play of the Underftanding, is wholly about 
-abftractted Ideas, and the Modifications of 
Body and Matter, which our narrow, limited 
and finite Faculties not being able to apprehend 
and conceive diftin@ly in the Complex, are 
forced to parcel out and divide thus into fingle 
_intelligible Parts, merely for their own Conve- 
nience; and fo isa mere Technical Art of the 
Underftanding and Imagination to aflift the 


Memory. 


Derive] 
RELATIVE Infinit, or Infinitude in 


‘Creatures, (whofe Nature confifts in being 
more or lefs refpectively than any afignable 
Quantity whatever) is fuch as increafes or de- 
creafes perpetually ; yet by no finite Power can 
be actually brought to nothing, and no finite 
Faculty can actually aflign its /zmteng Terms, 
viz. the greateft and the Jea/?. In this Senfe 
itis, that we fuppofe the leaft Particles of Bo- 
dies to be hard and indivifible; that Body or 
Matter cannot be infinit ; that Matter is divifi- 
ble zn Infinitum ; that Attracizon at a certain 
finite Diflance becomes Repuljion ; that pofitzve 
Quantities become wegative in conyergent 
a O03 Pro- 
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Progreflions, or from negative become pojfi- 
tive in divergent Progreflions; which Pros 
greflions may be infinitly varied, even to a 
created or relative Infnitude, as Mathemaati- 
cians know. 


DEFINIT. VIL 


ABSOLUTE Infinitude is the fole 
Property or Attribute of the Deity, who is 
enjinitly Infinit in all Excellencies and Rea- 
lities, which, though infinitly various, are at 
the fame time infinitly imple and one. This 
_ is evident fromthe Simplicity and Onity of his 
Nature, as a true Phz ofopher mutt fee. 


DEFINI: VUL 


THINGS are contradi@ory only, which 
abfolutley and totally deftroy one another, | 
and mutually annzhilat their Subftance, Sub- 
fiftence, and Qualities. Thus it is in things” 
created, (if abfolute Contrad:étion can fabfitt 
in them) Heat and Cold in the fame Degree, 
Light and Darknefs in the fame Degtce, ne- | 
gative and pofitive Terms of the fame Pro- 
greflion, finite and infinit of the fame Kind.. 
But nothing feems to be fo abfolute a Con- 
tradiction as neceffary Exiffence and Non- 
entity, ablolute Nothing and abfolute Infinis | 
tude. 


SCHOLIUM. | 

It is doubtful, whether or not there can be 
any real and complete Contradigion between 
created — 
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created Subftances, Things and Qualities, fince 
they muft all neceflarily be Pictures, Em- 
blems ox Miniatures of the Dezty, and the 
‘divine Attributes, Subflance or Nature. 
There feems to be neceflary, an Linergy, Ac- 
tion and Reattion in the contradictory or 
totally annihilating Subftances, Things or Qua- 
lities ; as that between the good and evil Prin- 
ciple in the Manichean Sytem; between ablo- 
lute Nothing and abfolute Infinitude, in the true 
Philofophical Syftems; between Creation and 
Annihilation: For inall created Things, Sub- 
ftances and Qualities, there is Sub/i/fence and 
Reality, (Speritual, Intellectual or Material) 
which cannot be annihilated or render’d totally 
contradictory, but by the fame ab/olute Infi- 
nitude by which they were created or or- 
dain’d ; and infinit Perfection can at no future 
Time be contrary to it(elf; the Works of God 
are without Repentance; and Reaétion al- 
ways fuppoles Aéfion. In created Subftances, 
Things and Qnalitics, there feems only to be 
a Contrariety, that is, a Contradiction or An- 
nihilation of fome of the Qualities, and their 
refpective Degrees. Thus materzal and fpzrz- 
tual Subftances may be contrary to one an- 
other, but not contradictory ; being actually 
united, and fome-how ally’d, in all intelligent 
Beings; and having fome Qualities common, as 
adtual Exiffence, and a Power of intending 
and remitting their Eimergy, or of Expanjion 
and Contraction in their Subftances and 

O 4 Powers, 
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Powers, analogous to Elafticity in Bodies. 
They mutt indeed have Limits and Bounds of 


their Activity and Self-mobility, beyond which. 


they can do nothing, which Powers Matter 
feems defign’d to terminat and counteract 
(as Shadows die away in thick Darknefs). 
Matter may fufpend, contra@ and deftroy the 
Action and Exertion of thefe /piritual Powers, 
but cannot annihilat their Swé/ratum, nox de- 
{troy their Root or Fund; for after their Con- 
centration by Matter or Body, they will ftill 
fubfitt in the Subfratum, either in Root or 
“ici, in a finite Magnitude, or infinitefimal 
Miniature. 
DeFrintir. IX. 

ANALOGY isa Similarity in Subftances 
and effential Qualities, differing only by a More 
ora Le/s, or in Degrees. 


SCHOLIUM. 
ANALOGY is of two kinds, /imple and 
complex ; that is, perfect and complete, or im- 
perfect and incomplete. 


DEFINIT. X. 


SIMPLE Analogy, is where there is a | 


perfect and total Szmilarity of Subftances, and — 


effential Qualities, differing only in Degrees, 
As that between a /umbaginous Animaltcul, a 


Seminal Embryo, aChild anda Man; that be- 


tween a Seed and a Plant. Of this Nature 
are all the particular Anfwers to indetermin’d 
Pro- 
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Problems in Algebra, and all the particular 
Curves that anfwer the fame Conditions in 
Geometry, of which there is an infinit Variety. 


SCcHOLIUM. 


THERE ate (I think) Sub/fances, Things and 
Qualities of a middle Nature, between the Ex- 
tremes, or the greateft and leaf of their Terms, 
“in every created Reality; as between any two 
finite given Terms in Quantities, there is an Infi- 
nity of mean Proportionals, a&ual and aflign- 
able ; as between x and y there is the Mean yxy, 
and between x and yxy there is (xy 3 and in 


a Circle of an infinit ‘Dzameter, between any 
finite Part of the Dzameter and the other infi- 
nit Segment, therc is the Perpendicular, (amean 
Proportional) which is neither infinitly Saall 
nor infinitly Great, (I fpeak only of relative 
Infinitude) and which I fhould call Indefinit 5 
fo in Subftances or Subfrata of Qualities, 
whether Material or Spiritual, (the two 
Terms or Limits) fome may approach or verge 
towards grofs indifcerptible or imporofe Mat- 
ter, or pure Spirit, in all the Degrees of rela- 
tive Infinitude, which never can by any Power 
lefs than ab/olutely infinit, arrive at either of the 
Extremes. This in Algebra and Geometry is 
demonttrated ; and the abfolute Infinitude, Purity 
and Simplicity of the Divine Nature makes this 
Diftinétion neceflary here, | | 


Co- 
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HENCE it will be reafonable to fuppofe, 
that as Matter, by its infinit poflible Divifion, 
Minutenefs and Rarity, by its Elafticity and Ve- 
locity, may be fublim’d and refin’d into redg. 
tive Infinitude, fo as to become, as it were, 
Sir Lfaac Newton's Spiritus quidam Subtilif- 
fimus, and meet only with an infinitly fmall 
Refiftance in pafling through grofs and porous 
Bodies, fuch as our Planet iss fo fpiritual 
Subftance may be analogically {uppofed to be 
capable of all the relative Degrees of Purity 
and Sublimuity, or Groffnefs and Denfity, till 
it terminat in the loweft or higheft /piritual 
Subftance, which yet will ever be contrary, 
though not contradictory, to material Sub- 
fiance. 

COROLLARY IL. 


HENCE it will follow, that this infinitly 
refind material Fluid, of indefinit Rarity and 
Elafticity, will meet with no fenfible Refitt- 
ance in pafling through grofs planetary Bo- 
dies; yet its Parts being ftill Adzterzal, and 
fubje& to the Laws of all material Bodies, 
mut at leaft meet with fome zufinitefimal Re- 
fiftance, and. have fome Reaction; as the 
Rays of the Sun, being Oceans of material 
Particles, conftantly emitted from his Body, 
muft neceffarily leflen it, though infenfibly 
and infinitly little, yet rea//y; fo that neither 
of them can be defign’d to laft to an actual 

Eternity 
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Eternity in their prefent State ; they may be fo 
alter’d on proper Occafions, by the Power and 
Influence of Him who firft created them, as to 
anfwer the Ends of his wife Providence, but 
cannot continue as they now are during all his 
Eternity. 

DEFINIT. XI. 


COMPLEX or imperfect Analogy, is 
where there is only a Szmilarity between a 
certain Number of effential Qualities, that 
differ in Degrees, and are diverfified in other 
Qualities lefs eflential; as that between a Man 
and an Angel, that between a Afan and a 
Brute, or that between a Plant and a Brute; 
and the feveral Ranks and Orders of Being 
emerge as thefe Qualities increafe and mul- 
tiply. 

PROPOSITION. 

ALL Creation, the whole Syftem of the 
Univerfe, with. all the particular Syftems in 
Nature, all Beings animated and inanimat, 
all Subfiances, Qualities and Realities what- 
ever, and every individual Circumftance 
in Nature, is nothing, and neceffarily can be 
nothing, but the Supreme Being, Ais Nature 
and Attributes, tranfubftantiated into Being 
and Preceptibility, pourtrayd and fradowd 
out and drawn forth ad extra. Mundus uni- 
verfus nihil eft nifi Deus explicitus. But the 
Workman will eternally be different in Kind 
from his /Vork, the Caufe from the Effed. 

| D E- 
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DEMONSTRATION. 


BEFORECreation, Omnipotence itfelf could 
find no Pattern or Model for his Operations 
ad extra, but Himfelf, and his own Attributes, 
or the Ideas of his own Mind; which being 
infinitly perfeét, muft neceflarily have been the 
bcff and moft eligible to imitat and copy out 
in his Produ@tions; and ‘Perfection being 
fimple and one, by the Neceflity of his own 
perfect Nature, He could a& outwardly no 
other way than by this Azalyfis; and this is 
a Demonftration 4 priorz from the Cau/e to 
the Efe, if any thing can poflibly be fuch; 
and in faé#, it holds equally ftrong a poffe- 
yiorz, fo far as the wifeft and. beft-cultivated 
human Spirits can reach or inveftigat, takeing 
in the neceflary Condztions and Circumftances, 
as far as Experiment and Obfervation can dif- 
cover; which I intend to fhew and illuftrat in 
a few Inftances. 


§. 1. THe vegetable World, in its Variety, 
Elegance and final Caufes, is a moft aftonith- 
ing Proof of God’s geometrical Knowledge 
and Skill, (fo to {peak) and fully fhews what 
Matter, the grofieft and moft unactive Sub- 
ftance, can do, when contriv’d and directed by 
his Wifdom and Power. In Plants and Ve- 
getables, there feems to be no /piritual or 
{elf-motive Power; but only a materzal Spirit, 
or fuch an one perhaps as Sir L/aae Newton's 

) ss Sparitus 
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Spiritus quidam fubtiliffimus: Were, and in 
material Agency, that Fluid feems necef- 
{ary ; and the few Obfervations he has offer’d 
to infer its Neceflity, (which the prefent 
Experiments and Difcoveries about the Caufe 
and Laws of Eleéfricity and Magneti{m 
wonderfully confirm) are fupported by its Im- 
plication here in vegetable Nature, in order 
to explain the Aéfuation, Growth and In- 
creafe of Plants and Mimerals; all which ve- 
getat and increafe according to general Laws, 
which no lefs Power than that of the Author 
of Nature could fo wonderfully have con- 
triv’d and perpetuated. For though by Heat, 
Moifture and Attraction, from a /upramecha- 
nical original Formation and Arrangement of 
the indivifible Particles of Matter, or original 
Elements, their future Progreflion, Develop- 
ment and Multiplication may be now, in the 
srofs, underftood ‘and explain’d; yet the Caufe 
of Attraction and Elafticity, the firft Impulfe, 
and motive Emergy, and the Continuance of 
thefe Powers and Adtivity, can fo probably 
be accounted for from no other Principle, 
as this relatively infinitly rare and elaftic 
Fluid, the Size, Figure and Laws of which 
could come only from this infinitly powerful 
and wife Geometer. 


§. 2. THe totally inanimat Creation (con- 
fitting either in the Fragments of the animated 
Parts, or in the now aggregated or com- 
pounded Molecule of the primary Elements) 

fhew 
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fhew and {peak the Wifdom and Skill of their 
Artificer ; but more efpecially the Sy/fems and 
Collections of thefe elementary original Par- 
ticles, uzz. Air, Water, Light, Salts, and 
Mercury ; how proper their Szze, Figure and 
Laws, for the Ufes and Ends propofed? This 
Speculation would rapturoufly imploy the Eter- 
nity of a fagacious natural Philofopher. Sir 
Lfaac Newton has, with great Penetration, dif- 
coverd many hitherto unknown Myferies 
and Miracles of Wifdom, in the Theory of 
Light anc Colours. Iwill only fuggeft on the 
Head of this and the former Prepofition, that 
had it not been for the firft Contrivance in the 
Syfiems of minute Particles now mention’d, 
there could not poflibly have been any proper 
Materials for the Food, Growth and Increafe 
of the Vegetables, Minerals and Metals ; and 
had it not been for the Combination and 
Arrangement of the A/ements, into fuch mid- 
' dling integral Particles, as are thefe of the Ve- 
getables, there could have been no proper and 
peculiar Food for the Animals; the whole 
Syftem being fo difpofed in a perpetual Ci. 
max, that all its Parts mutually depend npon 
and are fubfervient to one another; the Tubes 
of Vegetables being mechanically fitted and har- 
montoufly adjulted to mould the Form, the Size, 
and combine thefe Elements into the middling 
nourifhing integral Particles, for the Food of 
Animals, by the Solar Heat, and the Laws of 
AttraQion in minute Bodies. 

| §. 3. Im 
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§. 3. IN fentient and intelligent Beings, 
from the brute Creation, through Men and 
Angels, up to the Seraphims and Cherubins, 
as far as Creation reaches, the Analogy is plain, 
fimple and neceflary. The +¢hree natural 
Powers of Livezg, Intelligence and Liberty, 
in their {piritual felf-active Principles, cloath’d 
and circumfcrib’d by ethereal Vehicles, feem 
to be there in a perpetual C/zmax, and differ 
only in Degrees. The eflential Difference be- 
tween this and the vegetable and mineral 
Creation, (which are both of the fame Order 
and Tribe, and by the fame vegetative Laws, 
diverfified under different Circumftances, (like 
the initial Terms of an algebraic Canon con- 
verging into the higher and more advane'd 
Terms) equally grow and increafe) feems to 
confit in the /felf-motive and felf- active 
Powers of the former, of which the /gtrer is 
intirely deftitute. The vegetable Creation 
feems only to be attuated by the Powers of 
Matter, and is confequently zwert and paffive, 
and continue for ever in their Place and Sity- 
ation, unlefs forced from it by fome external 
Impulfe ; whereas the érute and animated 
Creation have a felf-motive Power; fo that 
Vegetation intirely depends upon the Powers 
of Matter; and Animation, in all its Degrees, 
requires a /péritual Subftance of fome Rank or 
other: And here the effential Difference be- 
tween vegetable and animal Nature lies, viz. 

In 
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in the locomotive Power of the latter, of 
which the former is deftitute intirely, and 
is merely paffive. But fince the brute Crea- 
tion, in fome Degree, plainly manifefts 
all the Paffions and Affections of Mind, 
that we of the human Race are capable of; 
fince they /zve, or are actuated by a /elf-mo- 
tive, felf-attive Principle; fince they feel 
Pleafure and Pain, and may be (at leaft moft 
of them that fall under our Obfervation) 
made to /earn and underftand {ome things 
(which is a Proof that they are endow’d even 
with Intelligence in a lower Degree); and 
fince all of them, from the minuteft wzcro/co- 
pical Animalceul up to the Elephant and 
Whale, fuffer, and muft neceflarily fuffer, a 


Million of different ways here, at laft moft . 


intenfely by their Death and Diffolution, it 
is highly probable that they are in a lap/ed, ex- 

piatory and progreffive State of Being, and 
' may advance to higher Degrees of Perfection 
and Happinefs, like the zwztzal Terms of a 
diverging Progreffion: This the Analogy, 
perfpicuous and neceffary in all the Works of 
infinit Wifdom, and the various and manifold 
Operations of God's Power, makes highly pro- 
bable, rational, and philofophical. Infinit Be- 
nevolence admits of no Stop or Bounds in its 
Communication of Being, Happinefs and Per- 
fection, but what arifes from the Difference of 
the Order of Nature, or of Things. 
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§. 4. As to us of the suman Race, our 
original Powers, the Order, Rank and prefent 
State of our fpiritual Nature, and felf-motive 
Subftance, with its ortginal ethereal Vehicle, 
at prefent cover’d over with a Cruf of the 
Subftance of the grofs ruinous P/anet we in- 
habit, fo much has been already faid in the 
former Difcourfes, that to avoid Tautology, 
(which I have perhaps run too much into), I 
fhall not come over the fame Subject here. 


§. 5. THE angelic Hierarchy mutt, in its 
own Nature, and from our prefent /ap/ed State 
and Condition, be abfolutly unknown to us, 
but in fo far as Revelation, or philofophical 
Analogy, give us fome dark Hints; but fuch 
Hints they do give us, as imply no Contradic- 
tion, but on the contrary have a great Degree 
of Probability and Verifimilitude, and natu- 
rally flow from the infinitly various Wifdom 
of the great Author and Caufe of Creation: 
We may err in the Detail, but not in the ge- 
neral Idea about them. We fee what a Va- 
riety (an infinit Variety) of Vegetables and 
Animals, in their feveral Tribes and Species, 
He has produc’d; and if we could poflibly 
obferve and clafs them, taking in thofe we 
cannot difcover but by the Help of mzcro/fco- 
pical Art, we fhould find this Variety increafe 
infinitly more in the animated, than in the 
vegetable Creation, rifing in a certain Larmo- 
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nious Progreflion and Variety, and which, no 
Doubt, is multiplied in the fame Proportion in 
the angelical World. For, as things combin’d 
multiply orincreafein the Number of their Qua- 
lities or their Degrees, fo do the Combinations 
pofflible and aétual, as is well known to Ma- 
thematicians. The Fixt Stars, with their 
analogous planetary ethereal pure and fub- 
lime Syflems and. Apparatus, {ecm moft pro- 
bably to be the Seats of the unlapfed ange- 
lical Hierarchies ; and he that knows, or has 
a dark Notion only, of the Number of thofe 
already difcover'd, the Number of thofe hid 
in the Milky Way, as it is called, and the infi- _ 
nite LExtenfion and Expanfion of Space, 
which, in order to preferve the Situation, Di- 
{tance and Equilibrium of thefe Orbs, mutt 
be filled with analogous Luminaries or Sy- 
fiems, may have fome Idea of the infinit Num- 
ber and Variety of thefe Hierarchies. They 
muft all have fome generical Nature, as well 
as fpecific Differences: This generzcal Nature 
may probably be no other, than the funda- 
menial and effential Attributes of the Desty, 
viz. Liveing, Underfianding and Will, or Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Spirit, as has been ana- 
logically illuftrated, and which, in grofs folid 
Matter, are fhadow’d out in the trzze Dimen- 
fions of Bodies. Their /peczfe Differences no 
finite Capacity can poflibly aflign or compre-— 
hend, but there are two very eminent, eflential 
and /uminous ones, fuggefted to us from Re- 
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ogy, viz. thofe of the diftinguifhing Charac- 
teriftic of the Son and Holy Spirit. St. Fohn 
fays, God is Light, and in Him is no Darknefs 
at all; and in another Place he fays, Gad is 
Love, and he that dwelleth in God, dwelleth 
in Love: That is, the Divine Nature and Sub- 
ftance is Light and Love; and accordingly, 
the higheft Orders of the cele/tial Hierarchies 
are eminently Light and Love, or they are infi- 
nitly Luminous, or infinitly Ardent ; whichtwo 
Qualities make the Characteriftic of the Che- 
rubims and Seraphims, as their Names im- 
port; and thefe two Attributes of the Divine 
Nature feem to pafs varioufly, and in different 
Degrees and Gradations, through all Creation 
down to inanimat Nature; and in each Indi- 
vidual, they are both radically and actually 
exiftent, but in different Degrees, according to 
their feveral Orders. Exiftence, or Liveing, 
is common to all created Beings, which is ar 
analogous Participation, Picture or Image of 
the Father and Creator, by whom are all 
things. Some Bodies are nothing but “hr, 
luminous and tranfparent, as hire, fulphurous 
Bodies, and all minute Bodies, violently agi- 
tated, or put into brisk vzbrating Motions 5 
and evety Body /hredded futhiciently thin, be- 
comes diaphanous; and all Bodies whatever, 
teflect or refract Light., Some Bodies, again; 
are mote or lefs attraétive, as Salts, Oils and 
Sulphurs; and fome at certain Diftances lefs 
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than infinite, are repulfive (which is a flagrant 
Picture of Lapfe, Corruption and Rebellion in 
fpiritual Nature). All thefe Qualities have 
their analogous and correfpondent Powers in 
fpiritual Nature, which toa Philofopher of 
any Penetration were fuperfluous to detail. 
For in /piritua/ Beings and intelligent Natures, 
thefe two Qualitics and their higher Degrees, 
in fome more than in others, are fo confpi- 
cuous, that they cannot be over-looked. In all 
founders of Republics, and Civil Societies, 
in all Law-givers and Philofophers, in all 
Apoftolical Men, in the Inventers of Arts and 
Sciences, even in the Broachers of Here/fies, 
this Quality of Lzght, however coarfe, turbid, 
and confin’d, feems to have been their Pa/ion, 
their Fort, their Charaéferiftic and over-ruling 
Byafs; and in all the Hermetical Tribe, the 
Solstaries,the true contemplative Philofophers, 
the Founders of Orders, Monafteries and Col- 
fegiat Life, in true and zealous Patriots and 
Lovers of their Country and Speezes; in fhort, 
in all the contemplateve and abftracted Petfons, 
Love feems to be the predominant Affection ; 
and this Divifion runs through all, even cor- 
rapt and Japfed Nature, and makes the great 
Diftinttion of Mankind, into the Governed 
and Governing; thofe who defend Truth, and 
thofe who attack Error; thofe whothru/ff,and hit 
‘the Mark beft, 7.¢. the Law-givers, or their Ma- 
kers; and thofe who parry bett, z.¢e. Politicians 
and honett State/men ; thofe fitted by Nature to. 
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command, and thofe that are made only to be 
commanded and obedient; that is, allthe aéf¢zve 
and facial, or the Children of Mens and the Sons 
of God, or the Thinking and Contemplative. 
But this Difference is with infinit Variety, great 
Imperfections, foreign Mixtures, and dzabolical 
Influences in corrupt Nature; but never the one 
in any eminent Degree, without fomc Degree of 
the other,as they are both united to Infinitude, 
in their divine Original and Cau/e ; and thefe 
Differences make up the Specification and In- 
dividuation of the feveral Particulars of /apfed, 
free and intelligent Nature, and the Difference 
of the Condu& of Divine Wifdom, in their 
Purification and Reftoration, who with infinit 
Wifdom and Propriety, conducts all and 
each, without Vzolence on their Freedom and 
fpecific Qualities, or Diffonance to the Har- 
mony of his own Attributes, to their great 
and final End of Being ; which is the wonder- 
ful Oeconomy of the general and particular 
Reftoration ; and this Difference and Diftine- 
tion of the original Qualities and Afte@tions of 
the Soul, viz. Light and Love, and the dif- 
ferent Maneuvre and Conduct of Providence in 
this State towards them, is founded on the dif- 
ferent Partsthey might have acted inthe general 
Lapfe of Mankind, and the different Offices, 
Seats and Manjfions they are to be prepard for 
in the univerfal Monarchy of the Refforation ; 
and may make the otherwife unaccountable 
Difference af the Bodies, Spirits, Tempers, 
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Capacities, and outward and inward Succefs 
in this State, of two Children of the fame 
Birth, as Zwzns, or two immediately fucceed- 
ing one another of the fame Parents, under 
the fame Education and Beginnings in the 
World, and on the fame Bottom; which every 
one muft have obferv’d to be as various, dif- 
ferent and diftant as the Po/es, and in a man- 
ner diametrically oppofite, even otherwife 
unaccountable and odd. Sf 


—6«§. 6. Taar the fixt Stars, and their ana- 
logous planetary fatellitious fublimer ethe- 
real Syfiems, may poflibly be the Seats and 
Manfiens of the unlapfed, tried and puri- 
feed angelical Eterarchies, and of reftor’d, 
purified and glorified fentzent and stelli- 

ent mortal Beings, feems not only pro- 
bable, philofophical, and according to the 
general Analogy of Things; but is ftrongly 
and frequently hinted in Revelation, as every 
one who is familiarly acquainted with it mutt 
know. God's Throne, his Shechinah, the 
Heaven of Heavens, his Dwelling-place, is al- 
ways reprefented above: Elijah went upwards, 
Chriff a{cended, and the Seats of the blefled 
are always reprefented as among thefe celeftial 
Orbits. And though Analogy may not apo-~ 
deittically demonftrate a Fad? or Truth, efpe- 
cially as to its precife and /pecific Nature and. 
fecondary Qualities, in the Detail, about zm- 
perceptible «and fpiritual Beings (precife 
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Truth in thefe Matters being not only intom- 
atible with Finitude, but counteracting 
Faith, Truft and Refignation, the fole Means 
of our Recovery and. progreflive Purification, 
being abfolutely deftructive of Liberty, and 
clafhing with the Dévine Attributes of infinit 
Juftice and Purity, and his abfolut Dominion 
over the Creation); yet when Analogy and 
Revelation concur in the fame general Con- 
clufion, it is fo high a Prefumption and Proba- 
bility as comes neareft a Demonfiration; at 
leaft to thofe who have any Regard for Reve- 
lation; for to fuch it will be felf-evident, that 
infinit Wifdom, and abfolut Infallibiliry, will 
never make the moft diftinct Approach to any 
Allufion or Similitude, that borders on things 
in no Degree of Alliance, Approximation ot 
Neighbourhood, or where the Contac is not as 
near as Circumftances will admit, or that is not 
as the firtt Terms of a convergeing Progreffion, 
or one that will lead his low, wandering, blun- 
dering Creatures into ero{s Miltakes sthat Bodies 
or Vehicles of {piritual Subftances muft have 
an Ubi, a local permanent Situation at laft, is 
certain; that thefe numberlefs glorious Lum- 
naries were lighted up with fuch a Profufion of 
Lufire, only for us ftupidly to gaze at, is ridi- 
culous. That they muft be infinit in their 
Number, (I mean always creaturely relative 
Infinitude) follows from the infinit Expanfion 
of Space, and the Ecquilibr iam neceflarily to 
be preferved, in order to perpetuat the Situa- 
tion, Diftance and Relations of thefe glorious 
| P 4 Ln- 
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Luminaries. That they may be of an infinit- 
ly purer, more refin’d and fublim’d Matter 
than even that of our Suz, (who was defign’d 
grofly only to pi@ure out the Divine Nature 
to us lapfed Mortals, and to enlighten and 
cherifh us a little, and our dark Prifon, during 
our Probation and Recovery, and not made 
for Perpetuity ; and which is cover’d over and 
comprefs’d witha grofs denfe Atmofphere, with 
Macule and Spots, that poflibly may hinder 
its too quick and violent Confumption) is 
highly-probable. Thefe fixt and permanent 
Luminaries, with their analogical planetary 
Apparatus, may be the Seats of the Ble/sd, 
whole glorious Vehicles may be of the fame 
Matter and Subftance with their refpeative Man- 
fons. ‘Uhele etherealPlanets and fixt Stars, 
may be fo fituated, and fo harmoniou/ly plac’d 
in regard to one another, that the Rays, and, 
asit were, fpiritual or ethereal Matter, which 
they perpetually pour forth and emit through 
the whole Expanfion of Space, may by a per- 
petual F/ax and Reflux, and melodious Vibra- 
tious, be rcturn’d back again upon one an: 
other, and fo perpetuat and eternife their 
Luftre and Glory. The Rays of our Sun 
have Fits of cafy Tranfmiffion, Refraction and 
Reflexion; according to Sir I/aac N ewton, its 
Particles have a greater Bya/s on the one Side 
than on the other; they attra& one another 
in an infinitly greater Proportion than their 
Power of Gravity in gencral. Bodies may 
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be turn’d into Light, and Light into Bodies. 
Some Diamonds and precious Stones are /u- 
minous, emit Light, and fhine in the Dark. 
Several Phofphors (liquid and folid) emit 
Light at all Times, both in zr and Water 5 
and the Asbeffos and pureft Gold bear all De- 
grees of Heat and Fire without much Altera- 
tion ; and the pureft Glafs inthe Focus of the 
ftrongeft Specula, only continues liquid with- 
out any other Change. Thefe Fads I fuggeft 
only to fhew that Light, as well as other Bo- 
dies, may be various, of different Purity and 
Sublimity, differing in Degree, though not in 
Kind; and much more might be fuggefted here, 
to fhew the various Nature and different Qua- 
lities of Light and luminous Bodies one from 
another, if neceflary, to illuftrat this perhaps 
imaginary Speculation, at leaft fave it free from 
Contradiaion or Impoflibility ; but I propofe 
in this mere Conjecture. 


§. 7. THat znfinit Wifdom, Power and 
Love, could produce no fentient or intelli- 
gent Being ad extra, without imprefling in 
the Fund and Effence of its Nature, an infinit 
Love to Him, an infatiable and unextinguith- 
able Defire, Thirftand Ardour to be reunited at 
lat with Him, as its fupreme Felicity, is ag 
abfurd, and, I think, d/a/phemous to doubt, as 
to doubt of his Beimg and Exiftence. To 
think otherwife, is to queftion his zujint 
Perfection; for infinit Perfection mult be 
a ; : Jingle 
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fingle and one; and fentient and intelligent 
Beings, without this radical and innate 4rdor 
for Happinefs, that is, to be at laft united and 
to commerciat with infinit Perfection, feeing, 
by the Sen/ibility and Intelligence of their Na- 
ture, they are capable of it, in their Order, would 
bean Effect without a Caufe, or an Aétion with- 
out an Lind or Purpo/e, at leaft without intend- 
ing the felf-evident de End, which is a Contra- 
diction the moft abfolut to infinit Perfeion. 
No fentient and intelligent Being ever was 
without an Ardor or Bent towards Happz- 
nefs; it is a radical Principle in their Nature, 
and never counteracted, though its Nature and 
true Caufe is often miftaken, may be unknown 
or forgot, yet it can fimally confift only in this 
Reunion. But Senfibility and Intelligence, being 
by their Nature and Effence free, mutt be /a- 
bile, and by their Ladzlzty may actually /ap/e, 
degenerat, and by Habit acquire a fecond Na- 
ture, oppofit and contrary to this implanted 
Byafs and Tendency towards a Reunion and 
permanent Commerce with their original and 
piri Caufe and by Selffine/s, inordinat Love 
and Idolatry of their Fellow-Creatures, fopit 
and extinguifh this central Bya/s, at leaft as to 
elicit Aés, though not inthe Root and Fund: | 
And in this Contrarzety, Diftraction and tear- 
ing afunder of thefe moral Powers in fpiri- 
tual Nature, the Effence of Mifery and Helf 
itfelf chiefly confifts. So long as this contrary, 
habitual and forcign Bya/s lafts, fo long muft 
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the Unhappinefs and Tortures of fuch fentz- 
ent and intelligent Creatures continue; like 
the Chil] and Cold in the Comets, while in 
the Parts of their Ordzt moft diftant from the 
Sun; or like the fmall Particles of Matter, 
which out of the Sphere of their Attraétion 
become repulfive, and by the Law of their 
Pafivity continuing ever in the State into 
which they are put, muft for ever proceed in 
this their repulfive Courfe. But this contrary 
Byafs to Reunion with their infinitly perfect 
and happy Original, being adventitious only, 
and by Hadit only confirm’d into a fecond 
artificial Nature, the infinit Love, Wi/dom 
and Oeconomy of the Son of God was con- 
triv'd and defign’d to melt down, annihilat 
and deftroy, that the original innate Bya/fs 
might operate and take Places; and without 
this infinitly wife Oeconomy, to me it feems, 
the permanent Order, Peace and Harmony, 
and confequent Fe/ezty of univerfal fentient 
and intelligent Nature, could no other poflible 
way have been or be eftablifh’d at laft. 


§. 8. Ir is not impoflible, but extremely 
_ probable, and according to the univerfal 4na- 
logy of Nature, that our P/anets and their Sa- 
tellites, fhould be the more tolerable Fails, 
Prifons and Dungeons of the feveral Orders 
and ‘Degrees of lapfed, probationary, fentient 
and zntelligent Beings. That fome of them 
are ftraiter, lefs comfortable, more dark, dif- 
San a mal 
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mal and unhappy than others, there is no doubt 
can be made. That they are not, nor cannot 
be defign’d for an eternal Duration, in their 
prefent Condition, is highly probable. We 
fee on this our Planet, that the Bodies, Tem- 
pers and Habitudes of /entzent and zntelligent 
Beings, that continue long in fuch particular 
Climats, and under fuch Influences of the Ce- 
leftial Bodies, alter, and take a Turn, accord- 
ing to the general Laws and Temperature of 
that Cimat. The Planets and their Satel- 
Sites have an infinit Propriety and Fitnefs for 
being more tolerable Betterimg and Corree- 
tion-Floufes and Prifons, for lapfed, fentient 
and intelligent Beings: They are no ways, nor © 
cannot become, in their prefent Situatien, 
Pleafure-Houfes, Paradifes, and happy Maz- 
frons, nor permanent Dwelling-Places for per- 
fect and glorified Intelligences. The natural 
Language of the Dezty tous in our prefent Con- 
dition,can be no other but by Types, Similitudes, 
Allufions, Parables, Allegories, Analogy, and 
final Caufes, without Violence on our Lz- 
erty, our Acquilttion of Faith, Hope and 
Charity, ox debafing his own infinit Purity and 
Perfection; at leaft about invifible and imper- 
ceptible Beings and States under our prefent 
Lapfe; and therefore I conjefture, that our 
Planets, and their Satellites, are defign’d by 
infinit Wifdom for the temporary Faz/s and 
Correction-Houfes of lapfed, probationary, 
fentient and intelligent Beings ; and that their 
| | | {uper- 
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{uperinduc’d Vehicles, or other pemal and peni- 
tential Habits, are of the fame Subftance and 
_ Materials with the refpetive Prifons they are 
confin’d to. 


§. 9. Taat the Comets cannot be the Seats 
of bleffed Spirits, [think, is felf-evident : That 
they are not made only to fupply our Planet 
the Earth, or even all the other Planets with 
Moifture and Humidity, only, is as evident. 
The Number of them (perhaps half a dozen 
in a Century) that have been obferv’d and 
feen, and of which we have fome Records, 
with their fenfible Effects, Appearances and © 
‘Periods, are abundantly too many for that 
far-fetch’d and precarious Purpofe only. Our 
Water mot certainly decreafes, and muft ne- 
ceflarily be exhaufted in time; asdo the /Zeat 
and Rays of the Sum; but not fo fenfibly as 
to lay a Foundation for Experience and Ob- 
fervation by our Senfes or Art: But rather to 
increafe our fenfible Punifhment, and natural 
Purification, at the laft Stage. And it is high- 
ly reafonable and phzlofophical to fuppote, 
that our whole Sy/fem was. delign’d by our 
Creator to laft in its prefent Situation, only fo 
Jong as was requir’d for the Probation, Puri- 
fication and Expiation of \apied fentient and 
intelligent. Beings, which both Revelation 
and Philofophy thew cannot be an znfinit 
Duration; but that the whole planetary 
Sy/fem, within the Orbit of Saturn, is pro- 

greflively 


222 Philofophical Conjettures 

greflively and by general Laws verging to- 
wards fome grand Cataftrophe and Fail-Dels- 
veramce. The Elec# feems to imply, the 
Officers and Governors of this new Ferufa- 
fem, this political future State, this univerfal 
Reftoration Monarchy of the Father of all; 
and the Perzod of the Duration of this ptefent 
probatory State of the Sy/tem of Saturn, feems 
confin’d and limited in Révelation, to the 
Number of the E/eé#’s being accomplifhed, 
that is, to the Time when all the neceflary 
Officers, Governors or Magiftrates of this 
new univerfal Government is formed, finifhed 
and accompleated, and then will be the End, 
Crifis and Period of this probatory State: 
I fay then, the Comets cannot be thé 
Seats of the Blefs'd, if Alterations of Heat 
ahd Cold, Summer and Winter; in fome 
more temperat and moderat Degree, be necef- 
fary for tolerable liveing; in Bodies cruffed 
over with the Subftance of which the Hadz- 
tation is made, (as it is philofophical to think 
of the Inhabitants of the Comets) {eeing their 
Orbits are fo excentric to the Sun, the Foci 
of their Edipfes fo vaftly diftant, that they 
muft pafs for Ages through both Extremes of 
Heat and Cold, and be perpetually involv’d 
either in Fzre ot Darkne/s, and fo in extreme 
Mifery, as to their incrufted Machins ; and 
confequently they probably ate the Pri/ons; 
Condemn'd-Holes and Dungeons of God's 
Kingdom, and univerfal Monarchy: _ ~ 
§. 16. It 
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§. 10. Ir is both rational and philofo- 
phical, and. according to the natural Aya- 
dogy of Things, to fuppofe, that the next 
World, or its feveral Steps of Progreflion, 
and its initial Steps or firft Terms, and the 
invifible impreceptible State of Things, in 
the other Life, has a great and near Simi- 
~ litude and Refemblance to this prefent State 3 
and that they differ chiefly in Degrees, the 
other World being of an infinitly greater Pu- 
rity, Sublimity and Perfection only, without 
the Errors, Darkne/s or Miferies of this Life. 
God is the fame Tefterday, To-day, and for 
Ever, immutable and invariable in his Nature 
and Attributes ; and, as has been often hinted; 
all his Works ad extra, and the Operations of 
his Wifdom and Power, have a perpetual af- 
cending Analogy and Progreflion towards 
Him, his Nature and Felicity. It is true, Re- 
velation informs, that Eye hath not feen, Ear 
hath not heard, nor hath it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive the Glory and 
Happine{s that God has referved in another 
Life for them that love Him. But as that 
refers chiefly to the inward Joy and Happinefs, 
Extafies and Tranfports, that the confum- 
matly Blefs’d feel in their Commerce and final 
Union with Him, their infinitly perfect Source 
and Originals fo it does not affedt theit out- 
ward State, their Polty, external Order and 
Manjfions, of which only I am heie fpeak- 
‘ings and of which the Dedfcription and Ac- 
count 
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count by Reve/atzon, intimats plainly a great 
Affinity with the moft perfect and happy Con- 
dition of our zow World; and it is highly pro- 
bable, they differ more in Degrees of Perfec- 
tion than in Kind. The new Ferufalem is 
liken’d to a City, a State and Republic ; it has 
its People, Subjects and Officers ; it has Tem: 
ples, paradifaical Gardens, Rivers of Plea- 
fures, a perpetual Spring, and all our beft and 
mott beatifying Delights and material Com- 
forts here. I know all this Language and De- 
{cription is but A/lufion, Figure and Allegory, 
and mutt be underftood chiefly of our Creation 
or glorified Bodies; but as every created Being, 
sentient and intelligent, has a Body or Vehicle 
as well as Spirit, an ethereal, planetary, or a glo- 
rified Vehicle, the laftinfeparable and immortal, 
as well as a fpiritual felf-motive Subftance, 
the Body or glorified Vehicle may have ana- 
logical Food, fome Fruit of the Tree of Life, 
which in Paradife itfelf perpetuated the Iw- 
mortality of, and would have eternis’d the 
Creation Vehicles; it muft haye an Udi, a 
Manjfion and Dwelling-Place; it muft have 
analogous Pleafures of an innocent, {piritual 
and fublimer Nature, proper to its Order and 
Rank, and proportion’d to the Purity of its 
then Body and Soul; there muft be different 
Orders, Ranks and Diftinétions ; faperior 
Officers and Subalterns, a Government and 
Polity in the mew as well as in the old Feru- 
fatem: \n fhort, they will probably differ not 
in 
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in Kind, or abfolute and total ContradiCtion, 

from the beft and moft perfea& State of Things 

here, that can be imagin’d or defcrib’d, at leaft 

in the firft Steps or Terms in the progreflive 

Perfection and Flappinefs ; but in Degrees, 
and in Negation of all that is imperfeét, 

diffonant and diforderly in this prefent 

State; but this in an émmit, that is, a re- 

lative or creaturely zzfimit fuperior Degree; 
and into the fima/, confiummat and perfecteft 

State, we muft mount only by Degrees, and 

Steps, through many Manjions and progref- 

five Order; and by acquireing an habitual 

Stability, by repeated Ags and Trials, 

be confirm’d in eternal Purity and Felicity 

at laft; and one Stage of Being will be per- 

haps but an Apprenticefbip and probatory Ini- 
tiation for a higher and better, and this with- 

out Bounds and without Limits (I mean only 

as to the bodily Refloration Vehicle, its Man- 

fron, Food, created Pleafures and Enjoyments, 
which can only flow from the Fund, the fpiritual 

Inhabitant’s being reftor’d and perfectly united 

with, and transfornyd into the Divine Na- 

ture and Qualities). This Syfem, modeflly ex- 

plain’d. and cautioufly guarded, in the Pro- 

portion of Perfect to Imperfect, Infinit to 

Finite, Innocent to Lapfed, would, { think, 

take off many Difficulties in Revelation, 

in the O0cconomy of Fefus and the Re- 

froration, the different Methods of Providence, 
and its prefent Appearances, and our Miltakes. 

| ) of 
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of the Sentiments and Writings of imfpir'd 
Authors. For it is impoflible the Spirit of 
God fhould infinuat any Refemblance, Alli- 
ance, or analogical Similitude between things 
that differ generically, were difparata and in- 
compatible; but between fuch as were verg- 
ing by Progreflion, and in an Approximation 
to the real Perfection of their Natures. 
Lapfed Beings are infinitly diftant at prefent.. 
from fuch a final Union and relative Identity 
with their Source, and his Yhrone and 
Shechinah : But muft be like the Afymptots 
of Lyperbola’s and their Curves, eternally 
approaching to, but never able totally to co- 
INGICS. < 


§. 11. ANALOGY, 'tis true, can never 
demonftrat the aétual Exiftence and real Being 
of any thing to us: Sex/ation only and Expe- 
rience can do that. It is only capable. of \ex-, 
plaining and illuftrating the Nature, Subftance » 
and Qualities of Things already made and creat- 
ed. Itis, as Qusntilian very elegantly deferibes 
Analogy, Ejus hac vis ef, ut id quod du-— 
bium eft, ad aliquod fimile, de quo non querztur, 
referat, ut incerta certis probet, But then 
it takes off any Contradi@tion and Impoflibi- 
lity from its Hxzfence; makes it poflible, pro- 
bable and rational; and renders it a fit Sub- 
ject for the fupreme Reafon and ‘Power ta . 
work upon, if He pleafes, and _/imzlar to his > 
other Operations; it clears all pofltble Ob-_ 

| | jeCtions, 


~~ 
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jections, and Difficulties, and makes it na- 
tural and intelligible; and that is precifely 
what our prefent Condition and Situation te- 
quires, or will admit, for the Acquifition af 
the moral Powers, Faith, ee and Charity, 
to fecure our Liberty from zolence, and the 
Divine Attributes from Diffonance. And 
if the fundamental Propofition be admitted, 
v7. that all the Works of infinit Wifdom 
and Power ad extra, are and can be nothing 
but PiGures, Refemblances and Signatures of 
God's Nature, Subftance and Attributes, in 
Miniature, imprefs'd or prominent: In a 
word, if it be true, as has been faid, that 
Mundus univerfus nibil eff nifi Deus expli- 
citus; and, I think, nothing can be more 
felf-evident; then mott of the Confequences I 
have drawn from this great Truth are neceflary, 
natural and obvious; efpecially when Revela- 
tion fuggefts the fame Truths and Conclufions, 
at leaft in general. We may very readily err 
in the Detail, and in the Eliciting and Appli- 
cation of a particular Cafe 5 but not fo readily 
in the general Law, as is common with _4/ 
gebraifis, they often blunder in the Appli- 
cation, who were in the Right in the Canon. 


§. 12. We may blunder and be miftaken in 
Our particular Conclufions and Deduétions 
from this univer{al Analogy, \ fay, as Well as in 
Geometry and Algebra, being weak, fallible, 
and imperfect Creatures: But our Errors-and - 

oi Q 2 Blundess 
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Blunders in the fir/f, will fometimes proceed 
from a different Caufe from our Miftakes in 
the /atter. A wrong Head, want of Culture, 
and Precipitation, are generally the Caufe of 
our Miftakes in Geometry and Algebras but in 
Analogy, efpecially that Analogy which con- 
cerns the moral Attributes of the Divine Nature, 
the human Soul, the holy Scriptures, and invili- 
ble States, it isowing often toa wrong Heart, 
Pride, and Self-fufficiency. Weareafraid fuch 
pure and fublime Theorems fhould be trues they 
hint the Necefity of a greater Purity in us than 
we are willing to cultivat at prefent. If we 
afcribed all Perfection, every good Gift and 
perfec Donation, to the fupreme Caufe; and 
were at the fame time humbled and contented 
even with our own Ignorance, Errors and 
Blunders of Love and Refignation only s 
if our Sentiments and Ratzocznation were 
intended for his Glory and Magnificence 
folely, and our own Humiliation, fatisfied 
with this fingle Truth alone, that God:is God, | 
that is infinitly perfeé?, they could neither 
hurt us nor others. But if our Heads muft 
needs be at work (as mine has here); if, like 
Children, we muft play with Ideas, and phi- 
lofophife about the Kingdom of Invefibles and 
Imperceptibles, andthe Arcana Imperit divints 
if we cannot at firft, at leaft and in our Years 
of Probation ox elementary State, arrive per 
faltum at pure Love, naked Faith, and unt 
verfal Refignation (the only folid Means of 
i Ins | 
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Ynfallibility and Stability); then the beft and 
fureft Method is to deal in Analogy, as the Ma- 
thematicians do in Algebra and Geometry, to 
acquire a Facility in folving diflicult Problems 
with Readinefs and Accuracy; vzz. by laying 
up in our Memory, or having ready at hand a 
Penus Analogica, asthey have a ‘Penus Ana- 
yticay in beginning with the moft /7mple and. 
jeatt complicated Analogies; in attentively ob- 
ferving the Ratio’s, Relations and References of 
Things, Subftances, their Qualities and probable 
jfrnal Caufes, and finding out their Degrees and 
Progreflion. The Afronomers had with Exact- 
—nefs and Accuracy difcover’d and fettled the 
Orbit, Period, Diftance, and Laws of the 
Sun and Earth, before they attempted with 
any Succefs that of the Moon; and Sir Lfaac 
Newton had fettled and adjufted the Laws, 
Motions and Appearances of the Solar Sy/tem, 
before he attempted the Moon and Planets; 
and had for feven Years ftudied experimental 
Chymiftry, before he {ct about to invelligat 
the Nature and Laws of minute Bodies and 
their Sy/fems; he had cultivated and. made 
many and various Experiments, by feparating, 
combining and azalyfing the Rays of Light, 
through many diaphanous Mediums, betore 
he attempted to difcover the Nature, Figure, 
and Laws of their component Particles. Ana- 
logy and its Appendages, Type, Adlufion, Si- 
militude, Parable, Hieroglyphic and Allegory 
(all more remote or nearer Approaches to 
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230  Philofophical Conjeétures 
Analogy) is the only natural Language the 
‘Deity can fpeak to us at prefent, under our 
Degeneracy and Lap/e, confiftent with his 
Dignity and Purity, and the Prefervation of 
our Liberty. He may {peak to us mediatly by 
his Angels ; He may {peak to the Wills by his 
Fioly Spirit, and to our Underftandings by his 
Word his only begotten Son, and in the holy 
Scriptures by his Prophets, Apoftles, and 
Saints ; but his fole, natural, axticulat, inde- 
lible and univerfal Language, can poflibly be 
no other but his Works of Wonder ad extra. 
The Heavens declare the Glory of God: By 
the Characters and Fieroglyphies intimatly 
imprefs’d on them; and they can only be read 
or underftood by Analogy to Him, to us, and 
to one another. If then we began with this 
inanimat World, in (which only true natural 
Philofophy from final Caufes can inftrud us) 
thence proceeded to the vegetable World, 
then advanc’d to the brute Creation, (where 
natural Hiftory and Chymiféry will be of great 
Service) and at laf afcended to intelligent 
Beings, through the angelic Hierarchy, tilk 
by Analogy we artiv’d at the Supreme Caufe ; 
this Method would be the moft natural and 
fecure, in a natural Progreffion by Analogy : 
And if with Humility, Modefty, and beg- 
ging the Direction of the uncreated Wit. 
dom, we perfever’d with Patience: this divine 
Philofophy might, in time, (cultivated by 
different Hands) be of Service to. the contem- 
we) i iba, plative 
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plative Chriftian Philofopher himtelf, as. well 
as to others. But my Meaning will be better 
underftood by a fhort Recapitalation of what 
has been faid, and an IdMu/fration by an Ex- 
ample. 


1. WHEN God intended to bring Crea- 
tures into Being, He could not chufe but make 
them after the moft perfect Pattern : He there- 
fore ftamp’d his own Image upon all his 
Works. Hence the Creatures, being all Adfz- 
niatures of the Deity, mutt bear a mutual Re- 
femblance toHim and to one another.. This Re- 
femblance is what we call Analogy, and runs 
through the whole Scale of Bezugs ; every 
Being, befides its peculiar and diftinguifhing 
Quality, whereby it is determin’d to this or 
that particular Order, and has the Pre-enat- 
nence of all below it; being alfo poficts'd of 
all thofe Qualities that are to be found in any 
of the inferior Orders. As a Curve of any 
of the Orders has all the Properties of the 
inferior Orders of Curves, befides thofe that 
belong to its own Clals or Species. 


2. THESE different Orders or Ranks of 
Beings, being diftinguifh’d by their refpective 
Qualities, the fri Term of this infinit Scale 
will be fimple Eixifence ; the Addition of 
ene Quality will conftitute the /econd Term or 
Orders of two, the third; and fo of the rett ; 

whence the Number of Qualities with which 
=e Q 4. any 
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any Being is endow’d, wiil determin its Place 
in this Scale, and fhew its Diftance from the 
jirft Term. Befides this Difference in the {e- 
veral Orders of Beings, there is alfo a Diver- 
fity among thofe of the fame Order, which 
proceeds from their poflefling fome of the 
common Qualities in a more or lefs eminent 
Degree. 


3. As God can have but one Model in all 
his Productions, every Sytem of Beings will 
refemble all the other Syfems, and each will 
be a Copy of the whole Creation. The ma- 
terial World will be a Tranf{cript of the fpt- 
ritual; and the Laws and Oeconomy of the 
one will be analogous to and correfpond with 
thofe of the other. Befides this general Ama- 
logy, there will be a more immediat and fla- 
grant Relation between cach material Sy/tem, 
and the Intelligences to which it belongs; the 
Structure of the Bodies and other ‘material 
Organs of thefe Intelligences, together with 
the whole Frame and Contexture of the ma- 
terial Sy/fem, being fuch as will beft fait the 
Nature, Rank and Order of thefe Intel/j- 
gences. And this’Relation probably will fub- 
fift and attend them in all the Changes and 
‘Periods through which they pafs; fo that 
fhould the intelligent Syfem lap/e from its 
Purity and Perfection, the material Sytem 
would fall into Diforder likewife, and under- 
go fome /imilar and analogous Change. - 
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4. OF this general Analogy between the 

jpiritual and material Syftems, there are 
many Traces plainly to be difcern’d by an 
acute and» contemplative Philofopher. To 
inftance only in the Similitude which our 
| folar Syftem, as now diforder’d, bears to the 
lapfed Intelligences that inhabit it. In the 
Centre of this Syffem is placd the Sun, a 
bright and lively Image of the Dezty, his ma- 
terial inanimat Mznzature ; the Planets and 
other celeftial Orbs revolving about him at 
their refpective Diftances, and performing their 
Revolutions in different Periods of Time, 
will reprefent the feveral Orders of lapfed In- 
telligences, the different Degrees of their 
Lapfe, and the Duration and Continuance of 
their probatory State. This glorious Body, the 
Sun, infinitly furpaffes all the other Ords in 
Magnitude and Luftre; they are no more, 
compard to him, than Points in the Crrcuys- 
ference of a Circle. They have no Brightne 
of their own; it is all deriv’d by Refeétion, 
and is more or lefs, according to their Diftance 
from him. . 


5. Tue chief Properties of the Sun are 
Attrafiion, Light and Heat. The Sun’s 
Attraction extends to the remoteft Parts of 
the Syflem, acting at all Diftances, with a 
Force increafing in a certain Proportion as 
thefe Diftances decreafe. °Tis by this 4. 
gis fee ak | traction 
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traction that the Planets are retain’d in their 
Orbits, and kept from flying off in the Tin. 
gent, to which their projectile Fotce gives 
them a conftant Tendency. Should the Syy’s 
Attraction ceafe but a Moment, the whole 
Sy/tem would fall into the utmoft Diforder, 
and be irrecoverably ruin’d. How like is this 
Attrattion to the Love of God, continually 
operating upon all created Intelligences, and 
powerfully folliciting them to a nearer Ap- 
proach and Refemblance to Himfelf! Its In- 
fluence is conftant and invariable; were it pot 
fible it fhould have the leaft Intermiflion, the 
whole Creation would fall into utter Ruin and 
Deftruction. 


6. Tue Light of the Sunis diffus'd through- 
out the whole Syfem; no Celeftial Body ‘is 
endow'd with this Quality but himfelf. This 
is an Image of that Light which enlightens 
every (Man that comes into the World;-an 
Limblem of Him who came forth from the 
father of Lights ; the Light and Sun of the 
new ferufalem, and of fprritual Nature. 


7. THE Sun’s Light is always accompanied 
with Heat, the Principle of Life and Vege- 
tation. In the other celeftial Bodies there is 
fome {mall Degree of this Quality, but it is 
originally deriv’d from or produc’d in them 
by the /olar Heat ; without which they would 
be barren and inhofpitable Defarts. This 

re- 
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‘reprefents the Influerices of the Holy Spzrit, 
which are infeparable from the Light of the 
Gofpel; and are the Principle of our /pzrztual 
Life, animating and cherifhing every intel- 
ligent Being, and making it produdtive of all 
the Fruits of Righteoufneds. 


8. Ler us next confider the Properties of 
the Planets, and other Bodies that revolve 
about the Suu. Their various Magnitudes 
and ‘Diftances from the dum, with the perio- 
dical Times of their Revolution, will exprefs 
the feveral Orders of lapfed Intelligences, the 
different Degrees of their Lap/e, and the par- 
ticular Perzods of Time allotted for their Trial 
and Probation. Some of thefe Bodies, asthe 
Comets, move in Orézts that are very Eldyp- 
tical, going off to immenfe Diftances from 
the Sun, where the Influence of his Heat 
and Light is almoft infenfible ; but by the 
Force of his Attraction they are again drawn 
_ back, and brought even to a nearer Approach 


than other Bodies that move in narrower 
Orbits. 


9. THE Planets are conftantly a&ted upon 
by two different Forces, vzz. Gravity or At- 
traction, and the projectile Force. ‘Thefe are 
contrary to one another, and always at&t in 
oppolite Directions ; the projectile Force give- 
ing the Planet a conftant Tendency to recede 
from the dws, and to fly off in the Tangent ; 
Bit oo een | , | ~ while 
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while the Force of Attraction, by drawing it 
the contrary way, prevents that Effet: So that 
by the joint Action of both, the Planet is kept 
in its Orbzt. The attractive Force, though 
continually influencing the Planet; is not a 
Quality of it, but proceeds from the Sun; the 
only Quality belonging to the Planer is that 
of the projectile Force. This will thadow. out 
the Lap/e, the Adion of Sedfibne/s, and the 
inordinate Love of the Creature, with their 
Oppofition to the divine Love. 


PHILOSOPHERS tell us, that the 
prefent State of our Sy/fem cannot be of long 
Continuance ; but that the folar Attraétion 
muft neceflarily prevail over the projectile 
Force of the celeftial Bodies ; and all the Co- 
. mets and Planets, with their Satellites, be 
at laft abford'd and fwallow'd up in the Sun. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL CONJECTURES 
about the Nature and Qualities of 
the Original Animal Body, and of 
its Progreffive State, in its feveral 
Stages of Exiftence. 


HAT there may be Animals, (and 

i confequently animal Organs) per- 
forming analogically, at leaft, the 
animal Functions, lets than our Senfes can 
difcover, aflifted by our beft drt, poflibly 
lefs, than our Imagination can frame an Idea 
of Page 1 
Several Demonftrations, fhewing the utter 
Impoffivility, that an animal Body could be 
firtt form’d, or can he now continued, by 
| ee 
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mere Mechanifm, or the Laws of Nature 
now obtaining; but muft be the immediat 
Work, continued and fupported by the con- 
{tant Influence of an omnipotent and omni- 
{cient Fzrft Caufe 3 
That the /eaft and Jaf? Particles of Matter 
can be divided by no finite Power what- 
ever : 4 
That their Azgures were probably at firft only 
Spheres, Cubes, and equilateral triangular 
Prifms ibid. 
That our now porous and confus’d E/le- 
— ments, Salts, Water, Light, Air,and Earth, 
ftill have zuherent Qualities, which diftin- 
guifh them from each other, which they 
never totally lofe, tho’ thefe may be fwal- 
low’d up, when combin’d unharmonioufly, 
as they now are | 5 
That the original Creation, and the Refur- 
rection Body, might have been, and may 
be, of this firft kind of fimple Elements, 
harmontoufly combin’d; but are now crufted 
over, and di/cordantly blended with the 
grofs fecondary Elements of this ruinous 
Planet we inhabit 6 
That the Finenefs of the original ethereal 
animaleBody, may have been in Proportion 
to its: Order, and the Perfection of the 
natural and moral Powers of the Sou/ con- 
jundaly | 7 
That this avalogecally, fpiritual (fo to {peak) 
animal Body, might have been ro//‘d up, 

| | and 
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and concentred, into a Miniature of a Mz- 
wiature in Infinitum, in the Loins of the 
jirft Adamical Parent, till by its being fuf- 
ficiently plaifter’d over with the Matter of 
this ruinous Planet, it became able to bear 
its now Inclemency, and be born into this 
World 8 

That this primitive, ethereal, divinely or- 
ganizd Body, by an individual Fitnefs 
and Congruity to the informing {fpiritual 
Subftance, might have been thereby fo inti- 
matly and commenfuratly united with it, 
that they could never after be feparated by 
any finite Power, no more than the original 
Particles of Matter could be divided by fuch 
a Power ibid. 

That the confineing this original /pirztual 
Body and Sou/ fo long a Time to {fo dark a 
Prifon, as the Seeds and Eggs of Animals are 
now, might have been for progreffive Purift- 
cation, Correction and ‘Punifhment 9 

That it is Faéf, that the wefeft and bef Men, 
have been at firlt mere Vegetables, after- 
wards mere Brutes, and but at lat rational 
intelligent Beings 10 

That fentzent and intelligent Beings are by 
their derz-vative Nature immortal and un- 
annihilable, and becaufe God can never be 
contrary to Himfelf; but are in a progreffive 
State towards Perfection and Happinefs in 
their Order, like the feveral Orders of 


Eyperboloids 12 
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That the zatural Powers being uniformly 
conftant and invariable, and the gyorg/ 
Powers being cancell’d by the Lapfe, had 
not the zatural Powers in their full Vi- 
gour been fufpended and fetter’d, they mutt 
have counteracted the Acquifition of the 
moral Powers 13 

That preczfe Knowledge, and mathematical 
Certainty, in the real Nature, and of the 


intimat Subftance of any complex Thing, 


is incompatible with Frztude; and that 
the Degree of Certainty in Things, is only 
in Proportion to the Amplitude of the Fa- 


culty 16 


That fubjecting all Creation to general Laws, 
was one infinitly wife and effeaQual Mean 
to fecure Lzgerty inviolate, and to har- 
momze the Divine Attributes, in the great 
Work of Reftoration 17 

That the only thing worthy of a Philofo- 
pher, is, by Experiment, Attention and 


Induction, to colle& as many of thefe 


general Laws, as he poflibly can 18 
That God being Szmple, One, and always 
the fame, muft neceflarily a&t by general 
Laws in all Creation; but that good and 
wife Men have been deterr’d from ftudy- 


ing them, in /peritual Nature, out of — 


Dread of the odious Appellation of Ez- 
thufiafts 19 
That the Study of thefe general Laws of in- 
finit Wifdom and Sagacity may be a Part 

? of 
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of the Employment of happy contemplative 
Spirits hereafter Rik 20 
That an infinitly rational and perfe& Being 
could poflibly have no other Pattern or 
Model for his Works of Creation at firft, 
but himfelf, his own Subftance, Nature 
and Attributes 21 
That therefore there muft be one perpetual 
Analogy and progreffive Perfeétion run- 
ning through all the Works of an infinitly 
rational Being; and that as ‘Proportion is 
the Key of the material, Aualogy is the 
Logic of the fpiritual World 22 
That Suffering is a mechanical and neceflary 
Confequence of our prefent S%tuation on 
this ruznous Globe, and that none ever could 
avoid it abfolutly, but in Degree, and that 
thro’ the Merits and OFconomy of Fefus 
only. Sufferings become Bleffings becaule 
Means of Reftoration 24, 
That this Suferzng is a natural and mechani- 
cal Purification and Perfection of the Swé- 
Jeet | 25 
That Confcioufnefs of the End or Occafion 
of this Sufferzmg is no way neceflary to- 
wards the beneficial Effetts oft.it: That 
Confcioufnefs would be prejudicial in the 
jirft Steps of this Purification; and only 
when its Eizd is obtain’d, can it be benefi- 
cial to clench its Effects 26 
That the great Problem and Difiiculty with 
the Beft of Beings (fo to {peak), and in the 
R 2 Occonomy 
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Occonomy of his Providence, and the Rea- 
fon of the prefent Darknefs in it, is to re- 
{tore lapfed Creatures, in Confiftence with 
their Liberties, and the Harmony of his 
Divine Attributes 27 
That the general Methods of Providence in 
reftoreing lapfed Intelligences, are plainly, 
1. The continuing general Laws. 2. The 
{ufpending the e/zczt A&s of the natural 
Powers for a Time, by Ligatures of this 
ruinous Planet: And, 3. By the admire- 
able and adoreable Oeconomy of Fefus 30 
That it is a Contradiaion to fuppofe a dene- 
ficent Being would create fentzent or intel- 
lygent Beings, for Sufferimg, merely for 
Suffering’s Sake ibid. 
That the Sufferzngs of the fentient and in- 
telligent Creatures, in this prefent State, 
neceflarily fuppofes a State of Pre-exiftence 
and a future Lapfe, or a Courfe of Trial 
and Probation q2 
That there may be other States and Man- 
fions, in infinitum, of progreffive Purifica- 
tion and PerfeCtion; and that Suffering, 
which in the Divine Purity, and the Nature 
of Diforder, muft have been eternal, is 
made temporary only, by the Merit and 
Suffering of Fe/us 34 
That fperitual Subjiance may be conceiy'd 
analogous to, and not contradictory to Mat- 
ter fublimed and refined by the Power of 
Omnipotence ; but even this Idea is imper- 

© fect, 
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fect, and not fatisfattory, their Subftances be- 
ing naturally deftructive of each other, and 
their Qualities in all their Modifications 
equidiftant. 37 
That the /pzritual Body, and immaterial Spzrzt 
crufted over with Clay, may for its Purifica- 
tion progreflively be an infinit time in deve- 
lopeing thefe natural Powers, and in acquire- 
ing the moral Powers defaced by the Lapfe ; 
but that now under the Oeconomy of Fefus, 
this will be perfected in a finit Time, and 
even the whole Sy/fem of Saturn is by ge- 
neral Laws vergeing to fome great Cata- 
ftrophe or Change 42 
That the Sprit, as being a Ray of the Divine 
Subftance, or a Power emitted from his 
neceffarily exiftent Nature, is immortal in 
its own Nature; but that the /pzrétual or 
ethereal Vehicle is only immortal by the 
Divine Order, and comparatively, as the 
firft Particles of Matter are zudivefible 42 
That the thinner and lighter the Craf on 
this ethereal Vchicle is, the natural Powers 
will be elicited more readily and freely, 
and the moral Powers acquir’d more eafily 
and fully, and the neceflary Sufferings there- 
by lefien’d | 
That fince the natural Powers of the Spirit are 
conftant and always the fame in their Root 
and Fund, it will follow,1.That our acquir'd 
Knowledge is but Remembrance. 2. That 
there is in our fpiritual Nature inherent and 
R 3 innate 
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innate a moral Sen/fe, anda natural Sagacity, 
as wellas natural Senfations. 3.Thatthere arc 
innate Ideas of God and Virtue, and of mo- 
ral Good and Evil in the Soul, tho’ fopited 
and unelicited, as well as a natural Power 
to perform the animal Funétions. 4. That 
{piritual Senfation and Senfes (juftly ex- 
plain'd) are Realities, and not Figures. 
g- That the Soul, in her Operations now, 
can only ufe and employ the material Or: 
gans of the ethereal Vehicle crufted over as 
they are with planetary Clay, which the 
muft endeavour to extend, develope and 
mundify. 6. That Culture, Study and La- 
bour in extending and perfecting the natu- 
ral Powers, is but removeing Superfluities, 
cutting off Excrefcences, and rendering the 
atherealV ehicles and theitOrgans pliant and 
fupple, and for the which we are now con. 
demn’d to labour for our Punifhment and 
Purification. 7. That the fhorteft Way to 
perfect the zatural Powers, is to labour at 
the recovering the moral Powers 46 
That the défevity Senjibility and Penetration, 
* the animal Funétions, the Paflions, Senti- 
ments, Memory, Imagination, and the other 
more material and lefs abftrated Opera- 
tions of the Sou/, and even the znvoluntar ) 
Funétions, the voluntary Motions of the Bo. 
dy, are more immediatly performed by the 
JSelf-moveing, immaterial, naturally fagacious 
‘Spirit, on the primitive ethereal Vehicle 
Ce ts, eee Frm cg divinely 
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divinely organifed, but now crufted over 
with Clay, as Springs. and Weights move 
Clock-works, the firft tho’ having an z7- 
nate Principle of Se/f-action, the other 
only an extraneous and adventitious one 4.8 
That in this progreff've cndlefs Purification 
and Perfection of an Animal in Body and 
Spirit, there may be many Steps, Stations 
and Manjions, and, one finifhed, another 
may begin, till the fiza/ Completion 0 
That in this endlefs progrefive Purification 
towards confummat PerfeGtion and Happi- 
nefs, there may be a particulac Law of 
Attrattion, Fitnefs and Similarity, propor- 
tion’d to the Acquifition of the moral 
Powers, and Extenfion of the natural Powers, 
that may draw and determine them to their 
feveral Stations and Manjions, as the Eggs 
of Infetts and Seeds of Plants are by 
Eleétricity drawn to their proper Nidus’s 
and Leaves, tiil like the Afymptots of Hy- 
perbola’s they come at lat to meet in 
their Curve ibid. 
That this Sketch of a Sy{tem is innocent, tho’ 
it fhould be deem’d a Ramance, which is 
all I am anfwerable for 5t 
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PHILOSOPHICAL CONJECTURES 
about the Preference of Vegetable 
to Animal Food; and of the End 
and Defign of Providence in Ap- 
pointing the firft, and, on J; rial, 
Permitting the [atter. 


‘HAT by our prefent Frame, we are fit- 

: ted as for Vegetable, fo for Animal 
Food, at leaft in the Days of our Vi- 

gours; but that Ayzma/ Food, on Trial, 
and confequent Mifcarriage, under the firtt 
intended and appointed Vegetable Food, was 
permitted by the Author of Nature, as a 
pis alle, 1. To Ict us feel the natural and 
oe Se ee eget 
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neceflary Effetts of our own Luffs and 
Concupifcence. 2. To produce naturally 
and mechanically thofe Pains, Miferies and 
Diftempers, that might create a Horror of 
inordinat Lujis and Appetites, and afford 
Time and Opportunities to ponder and 
think, and thereby to return to Order, 
Love of Virtue, and its Source. 3. To 
fhorten the Duration of our natural Lives, 
that Sin and Mifery might not increafe, or 
latt eternally. 4. To concentre our natural 
Powers to 'a Level with our defaced moral 
Powers, that, without clafhing, they might 
rife, and be reftored, in the fame Progre/- 
_ fion. And, §. Perhaps to connive at what, 
without committing Violence on Liberty, 
could not at that Time be prevented. 55 
That our prefent earthly Bodies being compos’d 
of the now fecondary Sulphur, Salt, Air, 
Water and fine Earth, only, and it being 
certain, from chymical Experiments, that 
Sulphur and Salt are the two moft ative 
and deftruGtive Elements, and that the three 
laft, Air, Water and fine Earth, are more 
innocent, the lefs active and deleterious, and 
Animal Food abounding moft in the two 
firft, and Vegetable in the three laft; con- 
fequently Animal Food muft be more de- 
ftrutive to Animal Bodies than Vegetable 
in the famé Proportion. 2. Becaufe by 
Experiment the Juice and nourifhing Ex- 
tract of Animal Food is more tenacious 
and 
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and glewy than that of Vegetable Food. 
3. Becaufe Animal Food abounding more 
with Sa/ts and Sulphurs, and they by their 
Nature being always in perpetual Motion 
and Action, muft mechanically tear Ani- 
mal Subftances fafter than Vegetables, which 
abound moft with the more paffive and 
innocent Elements; efpecially, 4. When 
fermented Liquors are join’d to them, as 
Dilution, which harden the folzd Meat, and 
obftruct its Solution and Digeftzbzlity. 
And Jaftly, fince, 5. the Particles of Ani- 
mal Food being ftrain’d through the finer 
Tubes, and ftronger Organs, of Animal Di- 
geftion, muft be more minutely divided 
than the Particles of Vegetables can, by 
their fewer and groffer Tubes of Prepara- 
tion, and being deftitute of Animal Heat 
and Force, and having only the So/ar Heat 
and univerfal Law of Attraction common 
and equal in both; on thefe Accounts, the 
Particles of Animal muft be much finer 
than the Particles of Vegetable Food, and 
confequently have a proportional much 
greater Degree of Attraction; mutt there- 
fore be united with greater Force, and 
form ftronger Obftructions, and being more 
delicious, betray the Feeder more readily 
into Exceffes. On all which Accounts, 
(I fay) Animal Food mutt mechanically 
and neceflarily create Difeafes, and fhorten 
Life more readily than Vegetable 59. 
| | Yee eee 
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That fince what is, and neceffarily is, mult — 
be a Part of the ‘Intention of the i teier. 
and fince Animal Food neceflarily begets 
Difeafes and Pains more readily than Vege- 
table Food can, there is no accounting for 
the Permiffion of Animal Food, but by 
fuppofing Pain and Suffering ere a necel- 
fary Mean of Expzation and Purification 
which GOD, on Trial, finding dase 
elfe could reclaim his rebellious nsuiures. 
unwillingly, as it were, permitted it, as a 
Father {ends his Sow to the Corveétion: 

- houfe: And that, as when by Pride, Tyran- 
ay, Malice, Murder and Brutal Commerce, 
by the more luxuriant and delicious Vege- 
table Food, the “De/uge came to its Pitch, 
he was Esc to deftroy both the People 
and their Food by this Deluge 62 

That to thofe to whom Revelation is fami- 
liar, the like Means of CorreGion will be 
evident from the Permiflion of Plurality 
of Wives to the Zews; and that under his 
immediat and miraculous Government,he, 
on their Murmurs, zadulged therm in a Mo- 
narchical Government, as a kind Futher 
admonithes his froward giddy Child to be- 
ware of too familiar Approaches to Fire, 
by burning his Fingers © 64. 

That there is no accounting for the Permiffion 
of Animal Food, on the Foot of Natural 
Religion, the wanton Murder of Animals 
for Food, when more falutary Vegetable 


Food 
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Food can be readily had, fhowing a Cruel. 
ty and Ferocity inconfiftent with beneficent 
Natures; but that the wnverfal Proprietor 
of Life and Happinefs might, with great 
Wifdom, Fuftice and Kindnefs, knowing 
when the Term of Expiation of a lower 
Clafs of probationary, progreflive or lapled 
Animals is accomplith’d, give Leave, in the 
Courfe of his Providence, to put an End 
to their prefent Manner of Living, and ad- 
vance them thereby fooner to a higher 
State of Being and Felicity, and at the fame 
time fecretly, and in Confiftence with their 
Liberty, to admonifh a higher Rank of In- 
telligences what they merited; for thefe 
(to be fure for wife and beneficent) Ends, 
perhaps unknowable by us, GOD might | 
have permitted the killing Animals for our 
Food, as he certainly did for Sacrifice; for 
this we have a Patent in Revelation, but 
none for fermented Liquors, but as Phy/ic, 
Cordials and Stomachicks or Bitters, on 
Extremities, Sicknefs, inclement Seafons, 
Fatigue or in Feftivals 4u 
That fermented Liquors of any Kind can ne- 
ver, in their Nature, be proper, -or the deff, 
for Animal Health and Life; for they 
are the f{purious Invention of Art, and 
the further Deviation from the Szmplicity 
of Nature, which has given us no Intima- 
tion of any {uch Kind of Beverage in the 


Preparations of pure Nature, and which the 
| | Animals 
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Animals who follow the Laws of Nature, 
will not touch; they are properly Phy/ic, 
bitter Draughts, and unnatural Cordzals on 
Extremities, in Sicknefs and inclement Sea- 
fons, and only defign’d for a temporary Re- 
lief, and occafionally. Fermentation con- 
centres, condenfes and contracts, as it were, 
to a Point, at leaft to a much {maller Volum, 
(like a Burning-gla/s, which condenfes the 
folar Rays, to make them more fierce) all 
the deleterious Particles of the Vegetables, 
that is, their Sa/ts and Oz/s ; and isthe true 
and fole Caufe of all our great and atro- 
cious Diftempers, efpecially of all the Train 
of the frightful mervous Difeafes which now 
rage univerfally in England, like a Plague ; 
and have been increafeing fince the Con- 
gueft, and fince Wine has been familiar to 
all Ranks ; and Water-drinking only, time- 
oufly begun in Life, is the only fufficient 
Antidote for thefe moft wretched lunatick 
Diftempers 4.6 

That there are many Evidences of the Hurt 
fermented, but efpecially /pzrituous Liquors, 
do an animal Body; as, 1. That they harden 
and deftroy the Dzgeftzbzlety of animal Food, 
and indeed of all kinds of Food in the Sto- 
mach. 2. Becaufe they corrugat and con- 
tract the Fibres, and pin together the Par- 
ticles of the Food, fo that they cannot be 
fo readily feparated and divided into their 
integral nourifhing Parts. 3. Becaufe by 
their 
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their Heat and Adtivity, they bring the 
Fibres and Membrans of the digeftive Or- 
gans, and all the other Solids, into too 
violent and frequent Vzbrations and Syc- 
cuffions, and thereby break the Tone, and 
deftroy the E/afizczty, of thefe Organs, dif. 
folve their Continuity, and fo wear them 
out much fooner. And, 4. Becaufe they 
ftunt the Duality and Growth of the ani- 
mal Organs themfelves, and thereby hindet 
their Developement, Extenfion, Elafticity and 
natural Strength, by continuing their near or 
_ fuperficial Amplitude folded or rolled up 68 
That all fentzent and intelligent Creatures are 
in an expiatory, perfectioning and progreflive 
State, is evident, becaufe here they muft 
neceflarily fuffer; and infinit Beneficence 
could not poflibly create any fentient or 
intelligent Being, merely to fuffer; but 
chietly, perhaps only, for Expiation, and 
confequent progreflive Perfe@tion and Hap- 
pinefs. That probably the early and uni- 
verfal Precept of Sacrifice, might firft 
introduce anzmal Food; which Sacrificeing 
might nave been intended, 1. Silently and 
kindly to admonith the Siwner to confider 
what he deferves : In this filent manner pof- 
fibly, for the preferving Liberty inviolate, 
all the Animals might, partly, be defign’d 
to read us Ledtures of Inftru@tion in Mora- 
lity, or of the Conveniencies of Life, in 
the fame manner. 2. By a Prolepfis to 
per- 
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perpetuat the Expeation and Hope of 
fome more noble Sacrifice, with fuch a 
View as the Eacharift was inftituted after 
that Sacrifice had been accomplifhed. But 
yet this Permiflion feems to have been 
againft the Graz, as may be gather’d from 
the Caution not to eat the Animal’s Blood, 
in which its Lzfe and deleterious Qualities 
alone confifted 73 
This Averfion in infinit Wifdom and Good- 
nefs, to permit the Ufe of animal Food, 
which He condefcended to, merely for the 
Hardnefs of the Hearts of his lapfed Crea- 
tures, kindly to give them a forced Permif- 
fion to do what He found they would pre- 
fumptuoufly do, is further fhewn by the 
Diftin@ion between clean and unclean Ani- 
mals, which were not to be eaten; which 
in their Nature are more apt to madden the 
Paffions, enrage Diftempers, and produce 
an Averfion to Virtue. And tho’ St. Peter 
had a miraculous Vz/ion, to tell him nothing 
was unclean under the Gofpel, yet that was 
not till the Doctrine of Se/f-denzal and Motr- 
tification was eftablifh’d, as the Fundamental 
of Chriftianity 7 4, 
That fome Vegetables, as Eaffern Gums, 
Spices, Aromaticks, pungent fetids, and 
Onion Tribes, are more deftructive to Anz- 
mals, than young white animal Food . 76 
To the Difficulties, that our b/efed Saviour 
eat and drank with Pub/icans and Sinners: 
That 
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That he wrought his fir MGracle to pro- 
duce Wine: That he fed a Multitude by 
miraculous Animal Food: That St. Peter 
had a Vifion to inftru& him, that all Food 
was equal: It is anfwer'd, 1. That the 
Queftion only is, Which of the two Foods, . 
Animal ot Vegetable, was probably firft 
intended by the Author of the Univerfe 
before the Lapfe, and the Ruin of the 
‘Planet we now inhabit? 2. That different 
Repairs are neceflary to different Degrees of 
Ruin, even in material Habitations. 3. ; That 
_ there is neither Virtue nor Vice in either 
kinds of Food, but in their Quantity, or 
as they are commanded by /awful Superiors. 
But that a /ow or vegetable Dict is naturally 
and mechanically more productive of Health 
and long Life, and confequently of Know- 
ledge and Virtue, than a high animal Dict. 
4. That our Saviour came to feek, to fave 
thofe who were loft, and fo was under a 
Neceflity of converfeing with the Volup- 
tuous and Sznners: But that the Preference 
he gave to a low Diet, was implicitly 
included in his grand Doé@trine of Self- 
denial, and takeing up the Crofs. 5. I 
grant, that in our prefent Situation on this 
ruinous Globe, it is impracticable and im- 
poffible, for Perfons of all Ranks, Condi- 
tions and Occupations, to live intirely on 
Vegetables: Their Ufle now, is only to 
cure, alleviat and leflen the Diffempers 
Sc- 
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generated neceflarily by azimal Food, and 
fermented Liquors: And, 6. Even thefe, 
and /pirituous Liquors, are fometimes necef- 
fary on Extremities, in fome Difeafes, as 
Filips and Cordials for temporaty Reliefs 5 
and infinit Wifdom forefaw this Mifchief of 
thefe high Meats and Drinks, and provided 
an Antidote for them, at leaft for a Time, 
1. By makeing the great Bowel, the Lzver, 
to draw off their Poifon, and turn it into a 
falutary Medicin. 2. By forming mineral 
Waters of all kinds, with fuch Profufion 
and Variety, every-where on the Surface of 
the Globe: And, 3. By creating the Minerals 
themfelves, Mercury ef{pecially, mechani- 
cally adjufted for that Purpofe, among many 
other Ufesand Utilities, of ponderous and 
mineral Medicins, which probably were not 
in the fame Form, or {fo readily at Hand, 
before the flood 8i 
That to the Appearanices in the prefent State of 
Nature, that feem to clafh with this Doc- 
triné (which confifts only in thefe three 
Propofitions, i. That azémal Food, in its 
own Nature, is more ready to produce 
Diftempers than vegetable Food. 2. That 
therefore infinit Wifdom muft have had 
wife and beneficent Ends in inftituteing the 
frft, and but probably permitting only the 
Jatter: And, 3. That therefore the latter 
muft be the proper Antidote for Diforders 
produc by the former); it is to be ob- 
$ | feryed 
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ferved further, that at prefent our whole 
Sy/tem is in Diforder, in a purifying, and, 
as it were, in a febrale State, labouring ina 
perfectionating Progreffionby general Laws, 
under natural Lzberty, and the Harmony of 
the Divine Attributes, which muft at laft 
terminate in relative Order, PerfeCtion, and 
univerfal Happinefs. That now there is no 
fuch thing as avoiding the deftroying of 
animal Life abfolutly; but that it fhould 
not be done out of mere Luxury, Wanton- 
nefs and Ferocity, which even the rapacious 
Animals do not, but from want of any pro- 
per Food 

That on the whole, it is plain from Revela- 
tion, that, 1. zmal Food was permitted, 
and fermented Liquors not abfolutly, but 
their Excefies, forbidden. 2. That in many 


Circumftances and Situations, a reafonable 


Quantity of animal Food and fermented 
Liquors is abfolutly neceflary for a Time. 
3. That it is plain from Philofophy and 
Experience, that Exceffes in high animal 
Food, and ftrong fermented Liquors, are 
the true and adequat Caufe of the great and 
atrocious Diftempers. 4. That avzmal Food, 
and fermented Liquors, will neceflarily 
fhorten Life (perhaps one half) more readily 
than vegetable Food, and unfermented Li- 
quors, and in the fame Proportion caufe 
Diftempers. 5. That tho’ a moderat Quan- 
tity of animal Food and fermented Liquors 

will 
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will naturally warm and ftrengthen the 
Blood, and tighten the Solids for a Time, and 
confequently is neceflary in all eruptive 
Diftempers, yet they will fhorten Life, and 
produce Diftempers, much more readily 
than vegetable Food, and unfermented Li- 
quors. 6. That for bodily and mechanical 
Strength dureing a Time, and for a tranfient 
Occafion, tho’ animal Food, and fermented 
Liquors, be the moft effectual 5 yet for zntel- 
— Iettual Purpofes, vegetable Food, and unfer- 
mented Liquors, are certainly fitteft, But to 
fecure the golden Mediocrity between bodily 
Strength and clear penetrating Heads, about 
a half Pound of animal Food, and a half 
Pint of fermented Liquors, in the intirely 
Healthy and Young, or rather lefs, feems to 
_ bid faireftin Quantity for that Purpofe: The 
Valetudinary mutt gradually fink below this 
healthy Standard, till, by Experience, they 
find their own proper Dofe 88 
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A PHILOSOPHICAL THE ORY, 
founded on Experiments of the Na- 
ture and Laws of minute inanimat 
Bodies, and their Syftems in general. 


Prorgsitrion Jf. 


HE leaft Particles of Matter are of 
f various Sizes, Denfities and Figures; 
the very leaff are almoft imfinitly | 
fimall, hard and elaftic, makeing the firfe 
Order s the fecond Order are compos'd of 


thofe; and thefe combin’d make the shird — 

Order 92 
SCHOLLIUM. 

The Quantity of fo/id Matter in the material 


Syftem of the Univerfe, may be very fmall; 
. erase and 
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and yet, if duely divided and arranged, 
might anfwer all the Appearances of mate- 
rial Worlds 93 
Prop. II. The leaft Particles of Bodies are 
indivifible by any fimzte or created Powers 


4 

Analogous to Gravity in the great Bodies of 
the Univerfe, there is in the leaft Particlés 
of Matter, a Principle of Attraction and 
Repulfion ibid. 

ScHOL. I. 

What the general Law of Attraétion and Re- 
pulfion in the leaft Particles of Matter pre- 
cifely is, has not yet been determin’d; only 
in receding from the Contact, it is demon- 
ftrable that it is greater than the reciprocal 
Duplicat. 95 

Sc no DIE 

If Particles attrated each other in the reci- 
procal Triplicat in their Point of Contaa, 
the Force of their Attraction would be in- 
finitly greater, than at any aflignable Di- 
ftance; yet it would not be infinitly greater 
than the Force of Gravity, fince any Body 
may be feparated by an aflignable Force 96 

S°c Boon? IE 

Repulfion begins and goes on, where Attrac- 
tion ends; and they probably go on accord- 
ing to the fame Law and Progreflion, but 
with contrary Directions ibid. 


S 3 Prop, 
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Prop. IV. The Force of Cohefion in the fmall 
Particles of Matter, is in a compound Pro- 
portion, of the Quantity of their cohering 
Surfaces, and the Quantity of their attrgc- 
tzve Powers ibid. 

Coro. Therefore the lefs the cohering Sur- 
faces are, the lefs will be the Degree of Co- 
hefion, and the leaft of all will be in Spheres 
or Spheriods 97 

Prop. V. The Force of Attraétion in {mall 
Particles increafes, as the Size of the Par- 


ticles is diminifhed ibid. 
‘Prop. VI. The Gravities of Particles decreafe 
as the Cudes of their Diameters ibid. 


Corot. Hence, from the Smallne{s and Diyi- 
{ibility of its Parts, Mercury is fo eafily rais’d ; 
and Bodies may be fufpended in Fluids fpe- 
cifically lighter than themfelves ——sibid. 

Prop. VII. If a Fluid attracts the Parts of an 

_ immers’d Body more ftrongly than they do 
one another, they will be equally diffus'd 
through it 98 

Prop. VIII. Edaffic Particles fufpended in a 

_ Fluid after their Colon, will refile, and 
by their Aétions and Reactions, caufe Fer- 
mentation and E ffervefcence ibid. 

Prop. IX. Unelafiz Particles fufpended in a 

fluid attraGting each other, will fink and 
be precipitated; the fame will be produc’d 
by diminifhing the Gravity of the Men- 

aT thee. tk ie araal Tee 98 
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Prop. X. The Figures of the Particles of all 
unclattic Fluids muft neceflarily be Sphe- 
rical; and the Elements of all Solids mutt 
be of fome of the regular Solids, as Cubes, 
Triangles, Prifms, &c. 99 

ScHoL. The Figure of the Particles of e/a/tic 
Fluids is of no Confideration, fince their 
Elafticity depends only on their repulfive 

e. FORCE ibid. 
Prop. XI. The Elafticity of folid Bodies is 
the Effe& of the attracting Force of their 

- Particles ibid, 

Prop. XII. That Bodies under a Rotation fly 
off in the Tangent, is the Effect of the 
general Law, by which they continue in 
their State, whatever that be 100 

Prop. XIII. The Figures of the Particles, and 

‘their A@tions on one another, arifing from 
the Principles of Attraction and Repuljon, 
together with the Motions imprefsd on 
them by /iving and intelligent Agents, will 
probably account for the Appearances of 
the material World, if adjulted according 
to their Laws ibid, 

Prop. XIV. Air isa Syftem of Particles en- 
dow’d with a repulfive Force, which being 
fix’'d in all animal, vegetable and mineral 
Subftances, are by Fire, Fermentation, Pu- 
trefaction, Diffolution, or any other in- 
teftine Aéftion and Reaction, fet at Liberty, 
and compofe our Atmofphere s and hence 

} SD 4 its 
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its Compreffion, Weight, Elafticity and 
Denjity | ibid. 
ScHoL. The Denjfity of the Air is propor- 
tionat to its Compreffion; and thetefore 
its expanjive Force mutt be in the diree 
_ fubtriplicat Ratio thereof 101 
Prov. XV. Earth is a loofe Colle@ion of the 
different elementary Particles of Matter, of. 
all the three Orders, thrown together with- 
Out any regular Combination ibid. 
Prop. XVI. Water is a Colleétion of the Sp- 
lution of taftelefs Salts, originally eryftat- 
| Liz'd, but kept in Fufion by Heat ; and dif- 
ferent Salts are different Combinations of 
thefe with the other Elements 102 
Prop. XVII. Acids feem to be very attraftive 
- Particles of plain Surfaces, and angular 
Peif tse c. i | AY .acupel. 
SCHOL. Poflibly the Figures of Acids may be 
triangular Prifms 3 for all Matter muft be 
figur'd sit ibid. 
Prove. XVI. Heat is the brisk vibrating 


Action and Reaétion of the repelling Nitre 
of the Air, and the ethereal Fluid with 
an attractive acid Sulphur; which Sulphur 
yields an inflammable Oi/, an acid Sait, a 
fix'd Earth, and a little Metz] 163 
Corot. Hence the Affinity between Light 
and /ulphureous Bodies, and the true Nature 
of inflammable Spirits ibid. 


ScHor, 
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ScHoL. Since a Thermometer in an exhautted 
Receiver will rife and fall in the fame man- 
ner as in the open zr, and fince poliji'd 
Bodies in the fame, cling together as ftrongly 
as in the Azr; it feems to follow, that there 
is fome fubtle elaftic Fluid pervadeing alt 
Bodies, to produce thefe Appearances 104, 

Prop. XIX. Light feems to be the vibrating 
Particles of hot Bodies, driven out by the 
repelling Force, with an immenfe Velocity ; 
which is increas’d by the ethereal Fluid, and 
the Attraftion of Bodies ibid. 

ScHot.I. Since Light is convertible into Bo- 
dies, and Bodies into Light; it would 
feem, that Light is only the Particles of a 
hot Body thrown off with an immenfe Ve- 
locity | ibid. 

ScHoL. II. The Rays of Lzght feem to confift 
of Particles of different Sizes, and different 
Degrees of Refrangibility ibid. 

ScHov. Ul. The Sun and fixt Stars are im- 
menfe Globes of Matter, faturated with the 
Particles of the fecond Order, or of Light 

ibid. 

ScHou. IV. It is not impoflible this Earth, 
with all the Planets and Comets, fhould be 
intended as temporary Prz/ons,and Places of 
Correction, for the Trzal, Expiation, or 
progrefive Purification of the feveral Or- 
ders of lapfed, fentzent and intelligent Be- 
ings ; 106 


Prop. 
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Prop. XX. Flame is the {nlphussoy bon of 
a hot Body 107 
Prop. XXI. Bodies are Tranparee whofe 
Pores are fufficiently {mall and reilinear 
ibid. 

EXPERIMENTS. 

Prop.1. Mercury confifts of {maller Particles 
than any known Fluid. 2. The Particles of 
Mercury, the f{maller they are, the more 
perfect Spheres they are. 3. Mercury isthe 
heaviett of all natural Fluids. 4. Mercurial 
Particles attrac? fome Bodies moft, and 
fly from others the moft 108 

Philofophical Corollaries. 1. Therefore the 
Particles of Mercury are moft eafily rais'd 
by Heat. 2. Therefore they have the great- 
eft Momentum. 3. Therefore they will 
readily pafs through all anzmal Subftances, 
which are laxand porous 109 

Medical Corollaries. 1. Therefore the Par- 
ticles of Mercury are fitteft to break Vif- 
cofity. 2. Therefore they are the fitteft Me- 
dicin to open the Odfruéiions of the {mall 
Vefiels. 3. Therefore they are fitteft to 
cure Palfies. 4. Therefore they are fittett 
to antidot the Scurvy. 5. Therefore they 
are the beft Antzdot for the Gout. 6. 
Therefore they are the beft Remedy for 
chronical Diftempers caus'd by Exceffes. 
7. Therefore the Particles of Mercury duely 
prepared, are the molt probable Mean to 
make the Circulation quite round and intire 

through 
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through the whole Syftem of the animal 
Tubes; that is, to thin the Juices = 110 
Medical Cautions. Mercury, however pre- 
pared, will infallibly burft thofe Veflels, 
whofe Obftructions cannot be diffolved, and. 
break thofe whofe Sides are very flender, 
or which are putrified ; and therefore Mer- 
cury is a divine Antidot, or real Poifon, 
according as it is managed; neither it nor 
any mineral Medicin being ever defign’d by 
the Creator to enter an animal Body, no 
more than animal Food, in his firft Inten- 
tion, at leaft before the Lap{e, and perhaps 
not before the ‘Deluge, the Minerals being 
probably then intended for other Ufes, and 
not being perhaps in the Form they are now, 
nor on the mountainous Surfaces of the 
Earth, nor diffolv’d in Water, as we now find 
them 111 
The Choice of mineral Medicins. The bett 
Preparation of Mercury is that wherein its 
Particles are moft minutely divided and fepa- 
rated, and thereby fitted to pervade the 
{malleft Tubes ibid. 

- That Preparation of Mercury is belt, where 
its Particles being minutely divided, the 
Mixture is made with that Body of the moft 
acknowledg’d /pecifie Virtue againft the 
Difeafe 112 
Therefore the Agua Mercurialis is the bett 
and moft univerial of all Deobftruents in 
very weak Perfons; the Mercurius Alcali- 
Sfatus 
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fatus next; then the Cinnabar, Athiops, 
Quickfilver, purified with {pecific Extra@s, 
Ci ibid. 
All mineral Medicins ought to be infinitly di- 
vided before they are fent into an animal 
Body: ibid. 
Mercury, and the active Salts, are the very 
worft and moft prejudicial Preparations to 
animal Bodies, and are not to be us’d but in 
{mall Dofes, and in Cafes that require Ex- 
pedition 113 
General medical Coreflaries. As Water, 
Blood-warm, is the beft Diluent, {0 purified 
Quickfilver is the beft Deobftruent. But as 
Water alone may be too fluggifh, to Mer- 
eury alone may be too ative and ponderous 
in delicat Conftitutions ; therefore the very 
beft Preparation is where Mercury, infinitly 
divided, is mix’d with the /pecific Vegetable 
or Mineral againft a given Diftemper ibid. 
Therefore a thin cool low Diet of vegetable, 
or very tender and loofe animal Subftances, 
is the very beft Food for delicat and wafted 
Conttitutions VI 
“4 general medical Scholium. From this Sy- 
fiem, ot Philofophical Explication, of the 
Nature and Laws of the minute Particles of 
Matter, it will follow, 1. That foft, mild, 
thin and cool Foods, are fitteft to carry on 
and continue anzmal Life and Funéfions. 
2. That Sperzts, Salts, chymical Oils, and 
Medicins that have pafs’d through the Tor- 
tures 
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tures of the Fire, are moft pernicious to 
animal Bodies. 3. That Food of Anzmals 
which live on Animals, are the worft kind 
of animal Food for human Bodies. 4. That 
Mercury, duely prepared and combin’d with 
a fpecific Alterative, is the beft Deobftruent 
and Diffolvent. 5. That Milk and Ve- 
getables are the proper Food for young and 
difeafed Animals, and tender Conftitutions. 
6. That Water Beverage is beft for pre- 
ferving the Faculties clear, the Spirits free, 
and prolonging Life. 7. That, on the 
whole, Mercury, fome-how prepared, and 
Water, naturally or artificially impreg- 
nated, are the two Antidots provided by 
Nature for animal Diftempers in chronical 
Cafes 116 


AN 
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PHILOSOPHICAL CoNJECTURES 
ot Spiritual Nature, the Human 
Spirit 2 particular. 


HAT the natural Powers of all Sperits 

are thefe two, Underftanding and 
Willing, which fuppofe a third, vzz. 
Living, as their Bafe 119 
That all created Spzrzts naturally and philo- 
fophically can be conceiv’d only as zufinite- 
fimal Miniatures, Sparkles, Emanations, 
or, if I durft ufe the Words, diminutive 
analogous Particles of that infinitly perfect 
fpiritual Being, who is fo intirely One, that 
He cannot have Parts; yet have thefe Mini- 
atures of Him an zufinitefimal Portion of his 
{piritual Subftance, endow’d with a propor- 
tional 
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tional Share of his natural Attributes of 
Living, Underftanding and Willing ; and 
fo are therefore neceflarily zmmortal, and 
cannot be annihilated 120 

That thefe Faculties or Powers are felt fenfi- 
bly and perceptibly by duely cultivated 
Spirits of all Orders, and follow by Ana- 
Jogy as to the Subftance of the Sou/, and 
thefe Faculties, from the neceflary Nature 
and Attributes of the Dezty 121 

That this Meaning is evident in Revelatzon, 
which fays, Men are God's Images, and 
they are there called Gods; that is, they 
were at firt made znfinitefimal Divinities, 
endow’d with his zatural and moral Attri- 
butes, in their Order 22 

That all Pagan and Chrifizan Antiquity be- 
liev’'d, that all created Spzrzts were cloath’d 
with fome material Vehicle, and that God 
alone was pure, immaterial, infinit Spi- 
vit ; and Revelation {peaks of a fpzritual, 
that is, of an infinitly refin’d and {ublim’d 
Body 123 

That neither material nor /peritual Subftances 
are knowable by us at prefent, but by their 
fenfible Efeds and AGing: But that Matter 
and Spirit are contrary, tho’ not contra- 
diétory, in their moft effentzal and diftin- 
cuifhing Qualities; Matter being divifible in 
infinitum, and Spirit indivifible: But what 
infinit Divifibility, Rarity, Elafticity and Ve- 
locity in the Particles of Matter, might at 

laft 
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laft effect on its Subftance and Qualities, to 
give Matter a Nature different from grof 
porous inert Bodies, none but the Author 
of Matter and Sprit can tell or compre- 
hend: But they will eternally be even thus, 
like the Hyperbolic Curve and its A/ymptot, 
probably like parallel Right Lines 125 
Living is probably a€tuating, governing and 
moyeing a divinely organiz’d Vehicle, pri- 
mitive, ethereal or planetary ; and where- 
ever there is any Degree of Lzfe, vegetative 
(or divinely organiz’d Matter only) /en/a- 
tive ot rational, there of Neceflity muft be 

a fpiritual (fo to {fpeak) Body, or an imma- 
terial, immortal and progreflive {piritual 
Subftance, actuating, governing and move- 
ing a divinely organiz'd Body of fome Or- 
der or Nature or another, or both united 
126 

That there may poflibly be Orders, Ranks and 
Species of animated Beings, with divinely 
organiz d Vehicles of all ‘Degrees, gradu- 
ally rifing, from the Cora/lie to the higheft 
Seraphim; and an Angelis only a /piritual 
Subftance actuating a divinely organiz’d 
Body, of an Order and Purity a little higher 
than that of an wnlapfed perfe& human Be- 
ing | 127 
That we plainly perceive how imperfe& and 
_ unhappy Beings we are at prefent, we of 
the human Race; yet cannot poillibly think 
that 
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that we came thus out of the Hands of our 

. Creator; but muft conclude we have loft 
our primitive Creatzon State by fome wil- 
ful Mz/managemeni of our own 128 
That our primitive State muft neceflarily have 
been, 1. That our organisd Vehicle was 
entirely /upple and pliable to our Spirit; 
and, 2. That our Spzrit was entirely pliable 
to the Divine Spirit 129 
That all created Spzrits being naturally free, 
muft be neceflarily fallible: That, on this 
Globe, there was never a thinking Being, 
come to any Degree of Maturity, who 
found not himfelf, at one time or another, 
miferable, and wifh’d not to be otherwife; 
this State is called the Lap/e 130 
How this Lap/fe was brought about, is not ex- 
plicitly revealed, and is not knowable by 
mere Reafon or Philofophy 5 we feel that 
it is, and that is all we at firft know cer- 
tainly. Gon’s Defign being to reffore us, 
with the Confent of our own Laverty, andthe 
Har mony of his Attributes, difcourages vain 
Curiofity in Particulars; all that is revealed 
to us is general and indefinit; we feel that we 
are imperfect and unhappy, and that is fuffi- 
cient to begin the firlt Steps of our Recovery 
into Order in Body and Soul; we are always 
certain inthe Knowledge of our Recovery, of 
the /econd Step when we have made the firff, 
of the third when we have made the fecond, 
and {oon in infinitum; more previous Know- 

3 ledge 
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Jedge would but perplex and confound us, 
and draw us out of the fhorteft Road of Re- 
ftoration 132 
That it is not improbable, that the Lap/e was 
brought about by Steps and Degrees, that Way 
of Lap feing being moft natural to finite Crea- 
tures, and many of the feveral Orders of Be- 
ings might have been concern’din it 133 
That our Sen/es were given us to commerciat 
with material ObjeGs, thefe of our prefent 
Syftem cf{pecially, or others we may pafs 
into; in which the Key and Logie of our 
Knowledge is Proportion. All we can pof- 
fibly know of {piritual Natures muft be 
from Analogy, without Violence on our 
Liberty, which make us mere Vegetables, 
and from comparing them with the Faculties 
and Operations of our own Spirits ; and Ana- 
logy, duly cultivated and cautioufly guarded 
in {piritual Nature, is anfwerable to Algebra, 
or Analyticks in Mathematicks 135 
That fince God zs, {piritual Nature and material 
Nature zs and exifts: All @OD’s Words and 
Works muft therefore neceflarily have a 
literal ox material, fpiritual and divine — 
Meaning and Senfe; the /iteral for Begin- 
ners, the /pzritual for the Advanced, and 
the dzvine tor the Perfe&. Perhaps it may 
be thus in the Account of the Lap/e, and 
all the Group of this Affair certainly were 
. literal, Paradzfe a Place of material Delight, 
' the Zree of Life a Food to perpetuat = | 
men 
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then material Vehicle in Health and Live- 
linefs; the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, quite the contrary ; the Serpent, 
the higheft fallen Angel. The fpiritual 
Meaning may refer to the moral Powers of 
the Soul, as the literal did to the bodily ; 
the Tree of Life may refer to the Source 
of the Divinity, the Father; the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, to the God- 
Man Fefus Chrift; the Serpent, the grand 
Deceiver; Paradife, the natural Powers 
of the Sol, which were contracted and 
fopited by grofs Matter, upon the Lap/e, 
after the moral Powers were defac’'d by Re- 
bellion, Diforder, Selfifhnefs, and inordinat 
Love of the Creature N37 
That by this Lap/e, from the Principle of At- 
 trattion eftablifh’d univerfally in the /psrz- 
tual as well as material World, the primi- 
tive ethereal Vehicle was gradually turn’d 
to a planetary ome, fuch as we now live in; 
and thereby the détzvity, Energy, and Ex- 
tenfion of the natural Powers of the Soul 
were greatly confin’d and fiunted, as to their 
elicited Acts, tho’ they could not be to as 
to their Fund, and potential Nature; and 
now they mutt rife to Perfection in propor- 
tion only to the acquit’d soral Powers, 
and by Labour and Cuéture, under the Qe- 
conomy of Fefus, and by the Aid of fupra- 
natural Grace, be develop’d, extended and 
purified 139 
| - ? That 
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That perhaps all fentzent and zntelligent Beings, 
of all Ranks, muft neceflarily pats through a 
State of Trial, ‘Probation and Apprenticefip, 
before they can be, even by Omnipotence, 
confirm’d and eterniz’d in [lability and Im- 
peccability, as a Potter vitrifies his Ware by 
- Fire; ora Smith /fee/s his fron. All that is 
neceflary or proper for us to know, or be cer- 
tain of, in our prefent State, is, that we are 
lapfed Probvationers, and progreflive to- 
wards Perfection and Happinefs ; more pre- 
cife Knowledge of our pre-exiftent or fu- 
ture State might only retard our Progrefs 143 
~ Whether the ruinous Planet we now inhabit, 
was the primitive Seat of wnlapfed human 
Spirits, and by their gradual Lap/e was in- 
fenfibly turn’d into its prefent Condition, is 
impoflible for us now to determin. ‘Para- 
dife, as de{cribed by Mo/es, is now no-where 
to be found; and moft C/mats, on a Ba- 
lance of Incommodities with Conveni- 
encies, afe pretty much upon an Equality to 
the Natives. We find Luxury deftroys our 
planetary V chicles, and Pefizlences infect the 
Atmofphere and the Earth, as well as its In- 
bitants : But it is probable, the Divine Power 
might fufpend or accelerat the general Laws 
of Nature, to turn this G/obe from its Pa- 
- radifiacal to its prefent State 145 
An animal Body being a Sy/tem only of me- 
chanical Powers, compos'd of fine ela/tic 
infinitefimal Lines, or Threads form’d into 
yarious 
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various Webs or Membranes, and they into 
Tubes or folid Bundles, are, by proper Li- 
quors, kept for a time in duc Elafizcity, 
having under them the- primitive ethereal 
Vehicle, which is the proper Covering of the 
Soul, and its immediat Inftrument between 
it and the planetary Plaiftering, which, when 
broken, drops, and perhaps they (Soul and 
athereal Vehicle) pafs into others, till its 
progreflive Purification be finifh’d into J a- 
bility and Impeccability 147 
Matter is capable only of Divijion, Figure, 
Motion and Situation, and is pailive and 
inert. Spirit is felf-motive and /elf- 
aétive, and muft be the Principle of Mo- 
tion in Bodies, without which they would 
continue for ever zvert, but fo far as their 
Principle of Attraction or Repulfian, pro- 
duc’d probably by fome /ubtile univerfal 
Fluid, {ets them into Aion: But this 
Fluid feems confin’d chiefly to znanzmat 
Matter; and does nothing in particular or 
eminently in proper animal Functions, but 
as the general Laws of Nature operate and 
concur with all material Operations ; and 
the Whole of animated Functions feem to 
be directly and eminently tranfacted by the 
attuating immaterial Principle on the di- 
vinely organizd athereal Vehicle, which 
communicats its Energy to the planetary 
Plaiftering. So that the material Spirit of 
Sir I/aac, Mugens and Lesbnitz'srapid Fluid, 
gee and 
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and even our common animal Spirits, feem 
to be without any Ufe, but in inanimat 
Motions and Appearances: And perhaps 
animal Motions and Funétions may be better 
underftood and explain’d, by fuppofing what 
is Fé, that our Solids, the Nerves efpecially; 
(which are the more immediat Inftruments 
of animal Motions, and their Funétions) 
arc membraneous cellular Tubuli, pre- 
ferv'd in their proper E/aficity and Tone, 
by a milky O7/ contain’d in them; and are 
mechanically adjufted at firft by the imme- 
diat Hand of the 4/wughty, and fitted to 
convey, from the zmmaterial Spirit, a Be- 
ginning of proper Aarmontous Vibrations 
and Ofeilations (which may perhaps be 
promoted and forwarded by the correfpon- 
dent Undulations of an infinitly rare elaffic 
Fluid, difleminated thro” wuzverfal Space) ; 
which being fent, in a proper Dire@ion, by 
the appropriated Nerves, to the peculiar 
Mu/fcles, and divinely organiz’d Inftruments, 
conveys proper Action, Energy and Motion 
to them; and Bodzes, and their Effuvia, 
({o and fo vibrating) may tothe fame mems- 
branous Tubuli, communicat peculiar V7- 
brations, fitted to imprefs a Senfation of 
their Prefence, and of Bodies, and their 
Qualities, to the zmtelizgent naturally faga- 
cious Spirit ; fo that the whele Work may 
be directly tranfatted between the Spiritand 
outward Bodies, by the divine Mechanifm — 

| | of - | 
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of proper bodily Organs; and the ethereal 
Fluid may be to anzmated Bodies, in their 
Motions and Fundtions, not effential, but 
accidental or commodious, for amore con- 
yenient Propagation ; as Air is to Amals, 
or Water to the F7/h | 1gt 
That Living, Activity ot Liberty, and {ntel- 
ligence, in fome Degree, and all their 
Modes, axe neceflary to all animated Beings, 
of all Orders; and the Difference in the 
Individuals of the fame Order, depends on 
the Frame and Texture of their Vehzcles in 
a great meafure; fo that probably at firft 
there might have been no Difference of 
Sexes, that depending ona defign’d different 
Configuration of this planetary Crufting. 
That fome Power analogous to the original 
creative Attributes in the Deity, arifing 
from his infinite Se/faéizvity, might be 
communicated to all fewtient and zntellz- 
gent Beings, is not improbable. But how 
this afinitefimal creative Power operated be- 
fore the Lapfe, is not known: Perhaps by 
an intenfe Willing under the Influence of 
the Divine Spirit | 153 
It is highly probable, from the Neceflity of 
Suffering, in the prefent State, that all the 
fentient and intelligent Beings, that fhatl 
ever Jive or appear on this Globe, were all 
created at the fame Inftant, mifcarried in 
their Probation, and were all at the fame 
time confin’d into imfinitefimal Prilons of 
T 4 this 
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this ruinous Planet, in the Miniature, 
Seeds, Ova, and Animalculs of the primi- 
tive Pairs, or Stock, to be progreflively 
propell’'d into fenfible Living on this Py. 
net, all by general analogous Laws, in their 
Order; and this progreflive Propagation was 
kindly defign’d, as a Mean of recovering their 
moral Powers, by the Benefits arifing from the 
Acquifition of Virtue and Wifdom in the 
Parents, tho’ the contrary hasfallenout 1 56 
There may be original Differences in the 
Spirits of the Individuals of the fame Or- 
der of Intelligences, fome having one of 
the effential and natural Attributes of the 
Spirit in a higher Extent than the other; it 
may be fuflicient to conftitute the fame Or- 
der, that their Aggregats be equal: But 
the Perfection of the ethereal Vehicle, Cul- 
ture, and the Acquifition of the moral At- 
tributes, makes the moft fignal Difference 
inthis State ; as Air, Exercife and Diet im- 
prove the Health, fo does Culture in the 
Acquifition of the moral Powers of the Mind. 
The natural Powers are conftant and inya- 
rable, as to their Fund and Capacity ; but 
are impeded from e/iezt A@s by the Clumfi: 
nefs and Want of due Culture of the animal 
and zntellectual material Organs ° 199 
The Maime@uvre of Providence in the Reftora- 
tion feems to be thus: The radical zaturg/ 
_ Powers being conftant and invariable ‘in 
their und and Capacity,’ but the moral 
Se aE re og ae Powers 
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Powers being defac’'d by the Lap/e; infinit 
Goodnefs, ever acting by his own beneficent 
Nature, defigning to recover thefe moral 
Powers, ticd down the Exergy and Efiez- 
tation of the natural Powers, by Ligatures of 
this ruinous P/anet, at firft into that of mere 
Living; and included the whole Mafs of 
lapfed human Intelligences, in the Lozms of 
One, or a Pair, who were to be the univer- 
fal Parents, defigning the /felf-acéfive and 
Jfelf-motive Principle in each fhould, under 
certain general Laws, break and work off 
thefe Ligatures, in their feveral Orders ; 
while they, by other general Laws, relating 
to fpiritual Nature, (Prophecy, to wit, 
Miracles, Apoftolick Lawgivers, fuperna- 
tural Influences and Graces, and at laft 
by the overwhelming Light and Love of 
the Meffiah, his only begotten Son) 
fhould recover in them the defac’d moral 
Virtues 162 
Hence it is evident, the firft and initial Steps 
- of this Reftoration muft, in a great meafure, 
depend on the Sanity of the Adamical Ma- 
chin; becaufe, when our earthly Tabernacle 
is greatly diforder’d, thefe elementary Steps 
in the Developement of the natural, and the 
Acquifition of the moral Powers, cannot be 
fo readily brought about, which depends 
greatly on the Parentage; for the whole 
Aggregat of all that is connected with the 
oN a P3- 
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Parents, their Bodies, Humors, and mgfe- 
rial or fpiritual Qualities, are transfus'd and 
tranfubftantiated through the whole, and 
defcend to Pofterity juft as they poffef 
them, and fo the Children muft fare accord- 
ingly 
It may happen, by Accident, by Difeafe, a 
univerfal Caufes, that one Set of nervous 
Glands in the Brain, one Set of membranous 
Tubulz (the aiitebial Organs of Cogitation) 
may be more fpoil'd, broken, and worn out 
in fome than the others, both in Parents and 
Children; which will make a great Diffe- 
rence in the e/ezt AQs of the natural 
Powers, and which will make the Difference 
between a Lawgzver, aPhilofopher, a Hero, 
and an Artifan. But this whole Affair is 
more immediatly under God’s {pecial and 
particular wora/ Government of his World; 
tho’ perhaps by general Laws, only eccafr- 
onally, and on great and worthy Motives, 
fufpended 165 
That at prefent, the Perfection of intellettual 
Faculties depends, in a great meafure, on 
the Sauzty of the bodily Machin, feems evi- 
dent, becaufe, 1. The Adamical Machin 
was intended only to fufpend the e/seit AQs * 
of the xatural Powers in their moft eminent 
Degree, to give us Fredom, by developeing 
and throwing off their Inucrujfation, to ac- 
quire the moral Powers. 2. By Experience 
we 
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we find, that in Diforders and Diftempers 
of the Body, the zutelleéfual Operations 
are either inconftantly, weakly, or unfteadily 
perform’d. 3. It is Faé#, that in feminal 
Miniatures, in Embryo, and Childhood, 
and for a longtime, the Soul does nothing 
but perform the dzving and animal Fun- 
étions. 4. We find, that Luxury, Leachery, 
Lazinefs, ttrong Paflions, zuclement Air, 
Bruifes and Accidents, that injure the Body, 
hurt and deftroy the free and eafy Exercife 
of thefe Faculties, in the Acquifition of Scz- 
ence and Virtue. 5. We actually fee, that 
as the Body inlarges, and the Organs of the 
Senfes ftrengthen, the zute/leétual Faculties 
and their elicit As grow ftronger. 6. All 
intelleCiual aswell as vital Operations, are 
perform'd by the Intermediation of modu- 
lated and harmonious Vibrations on mem- 
branous Tubuli, (the Nerves) and they ab- 
folutly depend on the State of the Body. 
7. As Luxury, Leachery, and Lazinefs, 
will fpoil thete zutelectual Operations ; {o, 
on the other hand, a low cool ‘Diet, Air and 
Exercife, proper Evacuation, and the mild 
ponderous Medicins, will cure and mend 
them, and bring them often to the fame, 
fometimes to a better State than they were 
before 16 
From hence it is evident, that the whole Work 
of our Reftoration, in fome meafure, de- 


pends 
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pends on ourfelves, in Co-operation with 
the Divine Afliftance, under his Providence, 
and the Oeconomy of fFefus; the whole 
Creation, from znert Matter, up to the 
highelt Cherubim, being, as it were, an in- 
verted Cone rifing from a Point, and made 
of znfinitefimal Surfaces, as it were, conti- 
tinually inlarging, (which makes their Qr- 
der) being all Pictures, lefs or greater, of 
the radical or natural Attributes of their 
Creator ; but Men having defac’d their moral 
Attributes, are imprifon’d in Gaols of this 
ruinous Planet, that by a progreflive Ex- 
piation, Purification, and Labour, they may 
recover thefe, and fo become again fimzlar 
to their Original, in their moral as well as 
natural Powers, and fo become again iufr- 
nitefimal ‘Divinities, in their Order, and 
perpetually happy EY3 
The human Soul has innate, conftantly and in- 
variably in it, all the zatural Powers it was 
firft created with, even now in its lapfed 
State, at leaft in its Fund, Capacity, and 
E.ffence ; only they are fufpended, chain’d 
down, and concentred, as to its elicit A&s, 
by the Adamical Tabernacle, like a Felon 
in a Dungeon, and will drop at laft; and fo 
perhaps pafiing through various planetary 
Gaols, will progreflively recover the Ufe of 
their zatural Powers, as they acquire the 
moral Oncs | 175 
| From 
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From whence it will follow, that the Cu/ture of 
the natural Powers, the Acquilition of Sci- 
ences, and all zvtelleétual Exercifes, are but 
Remembrance, cutting off Obftacles, and 
removeing Impediments, opening Paflages, 
and widening Apertures, through this 4da- 
mical Prifon, which is the moft readily and 
effectually brought about by endeavouring 
to acquire the moral Powers 176 
That Memory is but an Affection of the Un- 
derftanding and W2ll, fixing the Attention 
and Reflection, like /eezmg in the Lye by 
the Effort of the Will. The Underfiand- 
ing is paflive and zmert, as every material 
Organ is. It is the W2// that is the ruling 
and commanding Faculty, and Sovereign in 
the Soul. The W7//is infinit and unlimited, 
and may act in Contradiction and Contra- 
riety to the Underftanding ; is fo abfolutly 
unlimited, infinit and unconfin’d, that it ex- 
tends to all Diftances, without the Interme- 
_diation of Body. Being a felf-motive and 
felf-aGtive Principle, it is no lefs real in 
its Operations, tho’ it do not always 
effe% its Volitions. In it lies the true 
and effential natural mznzature Image of 
the Deity 178 
Some have thought, the W2// of all free 
Agents fo infinitly free in its own Nature, 
as it was derivd from the creatzve Source 
of Liberty and Power the Desty, that He 
left 
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left it free, hid_and imperceptible dire@ly 
from his own Penetration, Efpial and In- 
jiuence ; for fo much they think a felf- 
motive ‘Power neceflarily implies, tho’ butan 
infinitefimal one s and that even Omni/cience 
knew not that the ngels had lapfed, till 
the Rebellion aétually happen’d; but had, 
from all Eternity, provided for the Poffibi- 
lity of fuch an Event: That to ennoble his 
Creatures, and make them fit to commerciat 
with Himfelf, He might fufpend his Ow- 
nifcience to magnify his Omnipotence ; and 
might defignedly and arbitrarzly not forefee 
(tho’ He certainly always might) the con- 
tingent and natural Adtions of his zmte//z- 
&ent Creatures, to make them more worthy 
of Him. But this bold and unwarranted 
Suppofition, tho’ it might folve fome Diffi- 
culties about the Lap/e, about Prefcience 
and ‘Predeftimation, and in the Oeconomy of 
Revelation and the Refforatzon, is perhaps 
inconfiftent with the Perfection of the Divine 
Nature; and fince infinit Penetration and 
Sagacity will equally anfwer the fame Dif- 
ficulties, and is lefs derogatory from infinit 
Perfection, the former Suppofition is un- 
tenable, I think 182 
As the trine Dimenfions of Matter and Space, 
and their neceflarily being neither fewer 
nor more, give us, in unanimated Nature, a 
lively Pi€ture of the Trznity in Unity, in 
the 
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the Divine Nature; fo the three fundamental 
natural and effentzal Powers of all intelli- 
~ gent Creatures, carry up the analogical 
Picture higher ; which perhaps pafles through 
all the celeffial Hierarchy, and all intelli- 
gent Nature, up to their Source the Creator, 
who is the laf and higheft Term of this C/- 
max; as He is, fo we are, in our {piritual 
Nature, with the uncomprehenfible Diffe- 
rence there is between the loweft Pzmite and 
abfolute Infinitude. Asin our Nature there 
is Living, Underftanding and Willing ; {0 in 
his there is Self-exiftence, Omnifcience and 
Omnipotence ;or, analogousto,in the Revela- 
tion Language, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
But as Living, Underfianding and Wilting, 
in us and all Creatures, are but, as it were, 
Modalities, Qualities, Faculties and Pow- 


ers; inthe Divine Nature, on the contrary, 


they mutt be Realities, Subjifiences and Be- 
amgs; becaufe every eflential and radical Aft- 
tribute in God muft be actually God, be- 
caufe of his infinit Simplicity and Perfection. 
But this Reprefentation of the Divine Na- 
ture is here only alledg’d as an Allufion and 
analogous Piure, to take off the Difficulties 
in this inexplicable My/fery ; and, in fome 
Degree, to reconcile it to modeft guarded 
Philofophers, of honeft Hearts, who are 
confcious of their own /ow Rank in the 
Scale of Intelligence. The Aram and Sa- 

bellian 
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bellian Herefies ‘being the two Extremes, 
are yet widely different in their Influence on 
Chriftian Perfection: The firft dwindling 
the Merit, Dignity, Example and Satif- 
faction of the Saviour of Men, into a mean 
low human Tranfattion; the fecond being 
only too philofophically nice and punétilous 
about the Unity of the Divine Nature; 
which tho’, I think, this emblematical mint- 
ature Reprefentation of it, aually exiftent 
in all intellectual Nature, fairly reconciles, 
and makes as clear as our prefent State will 
admit 184, 
The immaterial Soul and ethereal Vehicle, 
fopited in a State_of mere vegetable Life, 
for perhaps many Ages, in the /eminal Ani- 
matcul, by this planetary Incruftation ; in 
time appears on this G/ode, becomes fenfi- 
tive, feels Pain and Mifery; then begins I7- 
ftint and Remembrance from precedent 
Suffering, and ftores the Mind with Ideas 
or Pictures of abfent ACions and Things, 
and on thefe the Underflanding operats to 
produce a Facility and Habit of Reafoning ; 
as the material Organs and Inftruments of 
thefe Operations develope and ftrengthen, 
Reflection and Remembrance of prefent or 
paft Suffering awakens Conf{cience (ai in- 
nate Faculty of the Soul); this Faculty, as 
_ the Ideas multiply, Senfations become more 
intenfe, RefleQion more ftrong and_ fre- 
| quent, 
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quent, and the intellectual Organs are dif- 
posd, becomes more anxious and vehe- 
ment; and providential difpofing Accidents, 
Or natural Occurrences, incline us to provide 
for a durable future Happinefs, at leaft when 
this Adamical Tabernacle fhall crumble 
into Duft; and then perhaps we come to a 
State to fay in earneft, Lord, what fball I do 
to be faved? which feems to be the precife 
Condition infinit Love and Goodne/s in- 
tends by this wonderful Oeconomy to bring 
us into - 190 
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On NATURAL ANALOGY, @ts 
Laws, and fome of its Confequences. | 


TSHINGS may differ in Degree as well | 
e asin Kind 193 


Der. 1. Difference in Degrees is 
where things having their effential Qualities 
the fame, admit in thefe Qualities a More 
and a Lefs ibid. 

Der. 2. Difference in Kind, is where fome 
of the effentzal Qualities of things com- 
par'd are common, {ome are different ibid. 

Der. 3. By Ratzo, or Relation, is meant the 
Reference ot Connexion any two things P| 
compar’d have with one another, whofe — 
effentzal Qualities common, admit of aMore 
or Lefs ibid. 

Der. | 
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Der. 4. Similarity is where there is an 
Equality or Samenefs of Re/ations: In the 
Subftance and effential Qualities of things 
compar’d, differing only by a More or a Le/s: 
In abftracted and fimple Ideas, this Same- 
nefS is commonly called Szmzlitude of Ra- 
tio's: In Things, Subftances, or Aggregats 
of Qualities, it may be called Sismilarity 
of Relations 194, 

Der. 5. Things, Subfiances, and Qualities, 
are meant to be progreffive, which are con- 
ftantly increafing or decreafing frmilarly 195 

ScHoL. Space, Time, Motion, and Velocity, 
feem to be no Realities, or external Things, 
but mere Modifications, different Svtua- 
tions and Circumftances of Bodies or Mat- 
ter; and are only our Manner of concezve- 
ing or confidering thefe. A particular . 
Space, orthe Locality of a particular Body, 
feems to be the Mathematical Term, or 
the Limits of the three Dimenfions of a 
Body, (asa Point is of a Line) or a Body in 
the Inftant of its Evanifhing or Generating. 
And aniverfal Space is jut fuch an Idea 
as infinit Number, or an infinitly great 
Body, or a mere Ems Rationis. And to 
fhew that they are all but 2b/fracted Ideas, 
and our partial Manner of conceiveing 
Things, from our limited Capacity; if we 
perform actually the Arithmetical Ope- 

rations, as the Expreflion points them our, 
on proper infinit Serzes’s, and throw away 

U 2 all 
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all the leffer Quantities, we fhall come to 
all the Myfteries in Fluxions and Diffe- 
ventials, Ratios, and Serzes, commonly 
known, which are acknowledg’d to be only 
abftracted Ideas, and technical Arts, to fup- 
ply the Defects of our Faculties, which are 
notintuitive, but progreflive ; they admit of 
Degrees, or a More and Le/s, only as be- | 
longing to and being connected with Body ; 
viz. Space, Time, Motion, and Velocity, are 
Relations or Modifications only of Body or 
Matter 196 
‘Der. 6. Relative Infinit, is {uch as is fup- 
pos’d to increafe or decreafe perpetually, 
yet by no finite Power can be brought to, 
and no finite Capacity can aflign or con- 
ceive its imiting Terms, viz. the Greateft — 
or the Leaf 197 
Der. 7. Abfolute Infinitude is the fole At- 
tribute of the Dezty, who is infinitly: in- 
finit in all Perfections and Realztzes ibid. 
Der. 8. Things only are contradictory, which 
totally deftroy one another, deftroy their 
Subjiftence, Subjtance, and Quatities ibid. 
ScHOL. It is very doubtful, nay, I think, im- 
poflible, there can fabfiftt a full Contradic- 
tion among created Things, Subftances, or 
Qualities, fince they muft all be Lffluxes 
of the Deity, in whom there can fubfift no 
Contradiction. For in created Things, to 

~ pecome totally contradictory, there mutt be 
an equal Aéfion and Keaczion, to have pro- 
ws duced 
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duced it; but in all Creatures there 
feems to be a Subfjfence and Reality, which 
cannot be totally deftroy’d by one another, 
but by a Power and Emergy equal to that 
-by which they were created, and infinit 
Perfection cannot be contrary to itfelf. 
There may therefore be a Contrarzety among 
created Subftances and Qualities, but not a 
full Contradiétion, or total Annihilation of 
their Subfiftence, Subftance, and all their 
Qualities. For even between material and 

fpiritual Subftances, there will remain fill, 
Subjtance, Subjifience, a Relation, an Alli- 
ance,a Power of Expanfion and Remiflion, 
both of their Subftance and Qualities, which 
willmake them a//zable, and, asthe Chymi/ts 
{peak, will make them capable of an Amalga- 
ma, (like Quick/ilver with Lead) tho’ they 
will eternally a& by Contrariety on one an- 
other’s Subftances and Qualities, and ever 
counteract one another 200 
Der. 9. Analogy, is a Similarity in Sub- 
{tances and effential Qualities, differing only 
by a More or a Lefs ibid.’ 
ScHon. Analogy is of two kinds, perfec? and 
complete, and zmperfec? andincomplete ibid. 
Der. 10. Perfect Analogy is where there is 
atotal Similarity of Subftances, and effential 
Qualities, differing only in Degrees _ ibid. 
ScHon. There are, I think, Saé/tances, as well 
as Things and Qualities, of a mzddle Na- 
ture, between the Axtremes, in every 
Lez created 
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created Reality ; and this feems to be necef. 
fary, from the Infinitude of the Divine 
Nature, as well as from the Nature of Fy- 
nitude and Creature, which mutt be various 
and gradual. And as between any two 
given Terms, there are an Infinity of mean 
Proportionals aflignable ; and between an 
infnttly fmall, and an infinitly great part 
_ Of the Diameter of an éufinit Circle, there 
is the Perpendicular neither infinitly fmall — 
nor great; fo there muft be material and 
{piritual Subftances, of all Degrees of Sub- 
limity, Purity, and Perfection, which, tho’ 
fimilar, may differ in Degrees 201 
Corot. Hence it may be pollible, there may 
exift material Subftances, continually ap- 
proaching to the Nature and Qualities of 
{piritual Subftances, which yet they can 
never arrive at, like the Afymptots of an 
Ely perbola? 202 
Corot. 2. Hence, there may poffibly be 
_ material Fluids, fo infinitly rare, piritual, 
and elaftic, that they may permit grofs, 
porous, planetary Bodies, with only an infi- 
nitly little Refiftance, tho’ that Refiftance 
may be fill fomewha.’, and but as the Sun 
diminifhes only infini.ly little continually, 
in the Emiflion of her Light; neither the 
Spwitual Fluid, nor the Sun, can be de- 
lign’d to aft, in their prefent Condition, a 
Duration equal to GOD's Eternity 203 
Noe Cae! SEE Sete egb | ieee 
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Der. 1. Complex Analogy is where there. 


is only a Szmilarity between a certain 
Number of effential Qualities, common to 
the Things compared, which differ in De- 
grees; but are diverfified in other Qualities 
lefs effential ibid. 


PROPOSITION. 


All Creation, the whole Syftem of the Unt- 


§. 


verfe, with all the particular Syftems in 
Nature, are or can be nothing, but the 
upreme Being and his Attrivutes, tran- 

fubftantiated into Being and Perceptz- 
bility; but the Caufe will be always diffe- 
rent from the Effect, the Artificer 
from the Work. This may be demon- 
{trated @ priori, from the Nature and At- 
tributes of the firftt Caufe; but to illuftrate 
it 2 pofteriorz, fome Inftances may be pro- - 
per | 204, 
1. In the vegetable World, to explain 
their Growth and Multiplication, the infi- 
nitly rare elaftic material Fluid mention‘d, 
judicioufly applied, will be fufficient, as alfo 
in the Vegetation and Growth of Minerals 
20§ 


_2. The totally zzanimat Creation, efpe- 


cially our now fecondary Elements of dir, 
Water, Light, Salts, and Mercury, in the 
peculiar Fitnefs of the Size, Figure, Law of 


_ Attraction “and Gravity, fhew the infinit 


Wifdom of their Contriver; for had they 
U 4 | not 
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not been figur’d, fo as they are now in Na- 
ture, to fit the Tubes of Vegetables, and to 
combine them into their now integral Parts, 
they could not have been proper Materials 
for the Accretion of thefe Vegetables; and 
if they had not been fo combin’d and 
moulded in the Vegetables, there had been 
no proper Food for Animals 206 


The Difference between Vegetables and Ani- 


ca 


mals lies in this, that for the A@uation, 
Growth and Multiplication of the ff, there 
neither is, nor is wanted any other Power 
or Energy than what an infinitly rare and 
elaftzc material Fluid produces on a divine- 
ly organisd material Machin; but in the 
latter, there is a felf-motive and felf-attive 
{piritual Subftance aétuating and governing 
all their Funéfions, of fome Order or De- 
gree, even in the loweft Brute and Infed 208 
4. The human Powers, their Degree, Or- 
der, and the Nature of their primitive ethe- 
real Vehicle, with its now Plaiftering, have 
been fufhciently explain’d 209 
§. The Angelic Hierarchies mutt be infinit 
in their Number, rifing in a harmonious Pro- 
greflion and Variety, whofe Seats may pofli- 
bly be the Fzxt Stars, and their analogous 
planetary ethereal Syftems and Apparatus; 
and thefe muft be infinit in Number like- 
wile, to preferve the Eguzlibrium in univer- 
fal Space, and their original Diftances from 

) | ROR eels 


ad 
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each other; they muft have one generz- 
cal Nature, which muft be that of the ra- 
dical Attributes of the Deity, Living, 
Onderftanding and Willing ; their fpecific 
Differences may confit in Light ‘and 
Love, that fome are more eminently lu- 
minous, others more ardently Joving; and 
this Difference feems to take Place even 
on this ruznous Planet, in the different 
Complexions and Talents of Mind in the 
different Orders of Men, which can only 
account for the odd Diverfity in the Chil- 
dren of the fame Parents, under the fame | 
Education and Example 213 

The Fixt Stars, which muft be infinit in 
Number, feem to be the material Manjions 
of unlapfed, tried and purified angelical 
Hierarchies, and of reftor’d, fentient and 
intelligent /apfed Creatures. God's Throne, 
his Shechina, is reprefented as above: Ei/z- 
jah went upwards, and Chrifé afcended. 
Bodies of all Orders, or different Purity, 
muft have an #62, a local Situation, and a 
parmanent Manjion, at \aft: Thefe Fixt 
Stars, and their planetary Apparatus, may 
be the Seats of the Unlapfed and Reftor'd, 
and their ethereal Vehicles may be of 
the fame Matter with their Manjfions; 
and the Matter of thefe luminous and glo- 
rious Seats, and the Vehicles made of them, 
may be eternis’d by harmonious Vibrations, 

and 
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and a perpetual Flux and Reflux of their 
Rays > | 216 
GOD being the Creator of all fentient and 
intelligent Beings, the efficient Caufe,. and 
Obje& of perfect Felicity, it is a manifeft 
Contradiction he fhould creat any fuch with- 
out zmpreffing in the very Effence of their 
Nature an ardent and infatiable Tendency 
and Ardor after Re-union with him; and 
accordingly the Dejire of Happine/s in all 
fentient and zntelligent Beings is invariable 
and unextinguifhable, as we fee, however 
they may miftake the End or Means, by 
being /abz/e, and placeing it in fpurious 
Selfifone/s, and inordinat Love of the Crea- 
tures; andin the DiftinGion and Contrariety 
between this zywate Byafs and that adven- 
titious one, does the Effence of Mifery and 
Hell, in all future States, confit; but this 
laft Byafs being acquir’d only, and not zy- 
nate and effential, the Love, Merits and — 
Satisfaction of the Son of God, were con- 
trivd from all Eternity, to melt down and 
efface ree Fe 
Is it not highly probable that the Sy/fem of 
Saturn, the Planets and their Satellits, 
may be the local Prz/ons and Dungeons, or 
CorreCtion-houfes, of the feveral Orders of 
lapfed probationary and progreffive fentient 
and intelligent Beings? They differ vaftly 
in their Accommodations; they feem to be 
under 
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under fome penztential Difciplin from many 
obvious Imperfections and Oddities not eafi- 
ly otherwife accountable, or reconcileable 
to the Simplicity, Beauty, Harmony and re- 
gular Order of all the Works of an infinit- 
ly perfe& and powerful Being; but, with 
infinit Propriety and Witdom, feem fitted 
for the Defign of Penitence, Correction, and 
initial Purity and Perfection 220 
The Comets cannot poflibly be the Seats of 
the Bleffed; they are too many to fupply 
only our Decreafe of Water; their Alter- 
nations of extreme Heat and Cold, Light: 
and Darknefs, are too vzolent for any ani- 
mated Vehicle in a State of Happinefs: 
They feem more probably to be the Habi- 
tations of animated Beings under the Ex- 
peCation of the /aff Sentence, or to be the 
Condemn’‘d Holds of GOD’s Kingdom 222 
The next immediat Man/fions to this, or the feve- 
ral Stationsand Manfions defign’d for the re- 
{peQive Purification of Soul and Body of lap- 
fed, fentient and intelligent Beings,and all the 
feveral Steps, Stations or Man/ions, inall Pro- 
bability have a gradual Refemblance or Ang- 
logy to one another and to this State here, 
and this Planet we now inhabit as the firft 
or initial Term upwards or downwards re- 
{pectively ; in thofe upwards all the Beauties, 
Comforts and pure Delights here increafing 
fimilarly in Degree, without their” Defor- 
| mity, 
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vmity, Miferies or Pains; in thofe downwards 
all the contrary: This Climax feems natural- 
ly to flow from the Smmplicity and Immuta- 
bility of the Divine Nature by Analogy, 
and is conform to Revelation. All Bodies 
ot Vehicles, planetary and ethereal, mutt 
have an wz, and a fixt Manjfion at leaft for 
aTime; and all fentient and intelligent Be- 
ings muft have a Polzty, Order and Laws, 
be under a Government and Subordination ; 
elfe it would not be a happy State, but 
confummat Mifery. GOD is a God of Or- 
der, and all his Works are performed with 
Order, Number, Weight and Meafure, and 
muft have all a mutual Analogy, or as near 
a Refemblance to one another, as the Na- 
ture of Things will admit 125 
Analogy does not (at leaft always directly 
-andinfallibly) demonjtrat the real Exiftence 
and neceflary Production of Things ad ex- 
tra; but it ftrongly illuftrats, explains, and 
miakes them confiftent with and confonant 
to the Things that we know already, fee 
and feel to exift; it makes them different 
Links only of the fame Chaim, of Effedts, 
and fimilar Terms of the fame Progreflion, 
removes Difficulties, and makes Things ra- 
tional and fit Objeéts for a rational fupreme 
Caufeto work by; and this is the folid Foun- 
dation of all true Phzlofophy, which can 
only gather Caufes and general Laws by 
Induction from repeated fingle kxperzments, 
and 
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and is as high an Evidence as the Nature of 
Finitude and our Rank of Intelligence will 
admit in imperceptible Things; and when 
confirm’d by Revelation, rifes to the Evi- 
dence of a Demonjfiration in the ftridtett 
Senfe Pp R27 
We may err and blunder in Xt, as we may in 
Algebra and Geometry ; but often our Er- 
rors in the laft come but from Want of 
Culture, Precipitation, or a wrong Head 
only; but in the nalogy that leads us to 
the Knowledge of the Divine Purity and 
Nature, and the Neceflity of our own Pu- 
rification and PerfeCtion for zavi/ible States, 
and the Nature of Spzrzts, our Blunders are 
often owing toa wrong Heart, Licentiouf- 
nels, Selfj/bnefs, and Independency. If we 
went on in natural Analogy as we do in 
natural Philofophy and Geometry, by the 
fimpleft, plaineft and moft obvious Cafes, 
firft collected by Inductzon, laid them up as a 
Store to proceed on to the higher Terms 
of the analogical Progreffion, and with At- 
tention and Humility went on, from znanz- 
mated Matter, and its Laws, to Vegetation, 
Animation, Spiritual Being, up to the fis- 
preme Caufe; perhaps great Proficience 
might be made in time by fuch a Method. 
Analogy is the only Mean of Knowledge, 
that can fecure Liberty in lapfed Intell:- 
gences. Iwill illuftrate my Meaning by an 
Example in the Syfem of Saturn 229 

1. GOD 
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1. GOD bringing Creatures into Exiftence, 
muft have made them after the moft per- 
fect Pattern, and therefore ftampt them 
with his own Image, and fo they muft bear 
a Refemblancexto him, and to one another, 
which is Ayjzlogy. 2. The Number of 
Qualities added to Existence, together with 
the Degrees of thefe Qualities, determin 
their Order. 3. The material World is a 
Tranfcript of the fpiritual, and there is a 
more immediat Relation between each ma- 
terial Syftem, and the Intelligences to 
which it belongs; and fhould they lapfe 
and fall into Diforder, their Manfion would 
make a fimilar Change. 4. There are 
many Evidences of this 4na/ogy between 
the material and fpiritual Syftems: The 
Sun is placed in the Centre of our Syftem, 
the material Image of the Dezty; the Pla- 
nets revolve about Aim, in different Times 
and Periods, to reprefent the feveral Or- 
ders of lapfed Intelligences; thefe Planets 
have no Light in themfelves, it is all de- 
tivd by Reflection from him. 5. Heat, 
Light, and their Confequence Attraétion, 
are his chief Properties, and by this /¢- 
trattion the Planets are kept in their Or- 
bits, which ftrongly pictures out the Love 
of God, continually foliciting all Intelli- 
gences to a nearer Approach to him. 
6. The Light of the Sun is diffus’d through 
| the 
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the whole Sy/ffem, reprefenting that Light 
whith enlightens every Man that comes 
into the World, an Emblem of him who 
came forth from the Father of Lights God- 
Man. 7. The Sun's Light is always ac- 
companied with Heat, which reprefents 
the Holy Spirit the Principle of {piritual 
Life. 8. The various Magnitudes, their 
Diftances from the Suz, with the periodical 
Times of the Revolutions of the Planets, 
will exprefs the different Degrees of the 
Lapfe, and the Times allotted for their firft 
Trials and Probation. The Comets by their 
long elliptical Orbits are thrown off to | 
the greateft Diftance, and again drawn back 
to the neareft Approach to the Suz, to re- 
prefent the Extremes of Love and ‘Punifh- 
ment to the fame Intelligences, in order to 
purify them. 9. The Planets are ated 
upon by two different Forces, Attraétion 
and the projectile force, which are con- 
trary to one another. The projectile Force 
_ makes the Planet recede perpetually from 
the Suz, while the Force of Attraion 
prevents this Effet; the projeétile Force be- 
longs to the Planet, the attraGive to the 
Sun. How wonderfully does all this Oeco- 
nomy proclaim and fpeak in a Language 
truly natural, and proper to the Majefty and 
Wifdom of the Dezty, the Nature of the 
Lapfe, the Ation of Selfifhnefs, and inor- 
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dinat Love of Creatures, and the Force of 
the Divine Love in the Oeconomy of Fe- 
fus! For it is fuppos’d by the beft Phz/o- 
fophers, that the folar Attraction will at 
laft prevail over the projectile Force, and 
thereby both Planets and Comets will be 
fwallowed up and transform’d into the Sub- 
ftance of the Suz. 
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MiS GEE: LeA.N E’O-. Us 
OBSERVATIONS 
ON, A N-D 
EXPLICATIONS 
OF, THE 
Precedeing DiscouRSEs, 


§. 1. he RE feems to be fomething 
folid, in one Obfervation Lezb- 
nmitz makes, viz. the Mark or 

Criterion, between the Works and Operations 

of Nature, or the GOD of Nature; and the 

Works of 477t, or of finite Power and Wifdom, 

viz. That GOD, or Nature, works always by 

Organs infinit in Number, or in a perpetual 

convergent Progreffion of Organs or Means to- 

wards fome one or many wife Ends ; Creature, 

Man, ot Art, by Organs finite in Number, 

or numerable (by Organs is always meant a. 

feparable diftin& Part ot a Machin). For Ex- 

x ample § 
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ample ; we may be able to reckon the Wheels, 
Springs, Pullies, Chains, Gc. of any Watch 
or Clock, or any Machin, how complicated 
foever, made by Art: But who can reckon 
- the Fibres, Tubes, Membranes, Valves, Inof- 
culations, Ligatures, Degrees of Curvature, 
in the Tubes, gc. of a Pile of Grafs, or of a 
Feather of a Bird? The further we go by 
our Senfes, aflifted even by the moft perfect 
Art, their Number multiplies on us; but 
then, if we could defcend into the Fzgure, 
Number, and Law of Cohefion of their coni- 
ponent Particles, we fhouid be intirely loft, 
and all our Art or Management would leave 
us in thick Darknefs, and utter Confufion. In 
the Works of the GOSD of Nature, there is 
no Maximum or Minimum aflignable, or con- 
ceiveable by us. Sir Ifzac Newton has de- 
monftrated the infinit Tenwity of the, Par- 
ticles of Light; and the progreflive Analogy 
of Nature fhews it is poflible, that there may 
be Fluids as much more rare, and of as much 
Ieffer Particles, as thofe of Sand are bigger 
than thofe of Light. Leuvenhoeck’s Dif- 
coveries of the Minutenefs of fome Animal- 
culs, and of fome Tubes of Animals, are 
fcarce credible by any one who has not feen 
fome of them, as I have. The ingenious Dr. 
P orterfeild has demonftrated the extreme Te- 
nuity of even an organiz'd and compounded 
nervous Fibre; and there is no Reafon from. 
the Nature of Matter, from the Laws of 

one Me- 
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Mechanifm, or from the Divine Attri- 
butes, to ftop there; we may defcend ftill 
lower, or higher in znfinitum, and be war- 
ranted by Reafon and Geometry. One great 
Fault in natural PAzlofophers has been, that 
they have rejected every Account, as incre- 
dible, imaginary, and fi€titious, which fup- 
posd Fluids extremely or infinitly rare, 
rapid, and elajtic, as is that of Huygens’s, Leib- 
mitz, and Sir Ifaac Newton's; and yet fome 
fuch there muft infallibly exiftin Nature, as the 
Phenomena thew : For if the natural Motions 
on our Earth, in Bodies, are perform’d by 
Mir, Water, and Heat, fince we know fen- 
fibly, thefe are Fluids of a finite and pretty near 
determinable Size, Figure, and Deerce of Gra- 
vity in their Partzcles, the Analogy of Nature 
will make it as evident, that the other lef 
known, fecret, fubtile, and unaccountable Ap- 
pearances may be perform’d by fome other 
properly condition’d Fluid, (I mean only in 
the Appearances of the materzal World) \ fay, as 
certainly, as if the firt Terms of a Series 
x-}x?--x3+x4, crc. were given, I fhould cer- 
tainly conclude the roth, 11th and 12th Terms 


of fuch a Serzes were x! fxt ture, 


§. 2. THe Threads, (the laft and the leaft) 
Fibres, ox linear Filaments of all vegetable 
and animal Subftances, are certainly infinitly 
{mall, e/aftze and ductile; in feparateing and 
anatomifeing them, we cafk never come to an 
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End;. and fine Microfcopes will thew, that 
even the very leaft our Senfes can perceive, of 
our Art divide, are ftill Twifts or Tubulz, and 
compounded of an infinit Number of leffer 
and lefler Threads. They are  infinitly 
elaffic, for we find no Limits in their E/a/iz- 
city; the fmaller and finer they are, we find 
them growing ftill more e/affze in the fame 
Proportion ; and here alfo the Progreffion is 
without Stop or Limit. Elafizcity depending 
on the Degree of Attraétzon, in the compo- 
nent Particles, the Elafticity can never be 
ftopt, till we arrive at Particles infinitly hard, 
indivifible, and imporofe, which no finite 
Power can produce, and no finite Intelligence 
conceive; and even in fuch, there would be 
an infinitly fmall Renzfus, or Reaétion of their 
Particles when comprefs’d; fo that all Fluids 
af whatever Nature, and of whatever Degree 
of Rarity, muft have fome Degree of Llafiz- 
city ot Reattion. Of fach Threads, the 
Membranes, and of thefe Membranes the 
Tubes, and Veflels of all vegetable and ant- 
mal Subftances, feem compos’d. I-fay, not 
mechanicaily, and according to the Laws of Na- 
ture, that we fee now they are govern’d by, and 
accounted from, but /upra-mechanically com- 
pos'd, and by the immediat Hand and Power,. 
or Influence, of an infimitly wile and powerful 
Firft Caufe. Of thefe again, | fay, are the Ta- 
buli, the Coats of the Pzpes, and all the other 
vafcular Apparatus, in fewer or more Pipes, 
ss, ) ac~ 
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according to their Ufe and Neceflity, com- 
pos’d. The Fluids are only defign’d to keep 
them ina proper Degree of Mozfture and Glzb- 
nefs, to continue their neceflary Tone, and 
due Degree of Elaficity. All the pleafant, 

_eafy, and healthful Senfations of Lzfe, depend 
chiefly on thefe Fluids. Little can be effected 
by Art or Medicin, on the Solids, and their 
linear Fibres: A temporary Conftriction only, 
a tranfient winding up, a Fit of tolerable 
Health, and Flow of Spirits, may be gain’d by 
aftringent cordial Medicinss but it is Regzmen 
alone, by rendering the Fiwids fweet, foft, 
cool and dalfamic, that enable the So/zds to 
play, according to their zanate Powers, that 
can give dureable and uniform good Health, 
and keep thefe Solzds as they were at firft 
form’d, in a proper Tone, Glidnefs, and Lla- 
ficeity. : 
§. 3. We are not to conceive, as if the 
Author of Nature created Things in the Or- 
der, and inthe Manner we can only now ap- 
prehend or explain them : They were, in Him, 
but ove fingle At of his Omnzpotence and 
Omnifcience; for us, to underftand them in 
any tolerable manner, if at all we can, we 
mu divide them into different Parts and 
Parcels, and form an Idea of them by diffe- 
rent 4éfs of our Imagination. For Example; 
Suppofe Matter divided into /alid, zmporafe, 
impinitly little Cubes, triangular equilateral 
: aoe — Prifing 
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Prifms and Spheres, harmonioufly rang’d and 
united at firft, by fome Law of 4ttrattion, 
and fram’d by a Divine Mechanifm, into orga- 
nical Bodies, fome-how analogous and fimi- 
lar to thofe, which /entzent and intelligent Be- 
ings are now cloathed with (with this only 
Difference, that befides their being now cas’d 
over with the grofs porous Matter, of this 
ruinous Planet, {everal additional temporary 
Organs, to fit them for their changeing Situa- 
tions, may be added, which in other Situa- 
tions may drop off, and dry away; as we fee 
in the Placenta and umbilical Veflels of the 
Fetus, and the different temporary Appa- 
ratus of the Szlk-worm, and other Infects) ; 
into which the Fart Caufe infpired an imfi- 
nitefimal Sparkle, and Miniature of his own 
Subftance, and natural and moral Attributes, 
to actuate and govern this Mzcrocofm, in the 
fame analogous, but in an infinitly lower man- 
ner, as He prefides over and actuates the Unz- 
verfe. This ethereal Body, being then fup- 
ple and pliable to the aGtuating /pzrztual Sub- 
{ftance, as zf was to the Divine Influence; but 
being free and fallible, innumerable Multi- 
tudes of them, by /purious Se/lf-love, and inor- 
dinat Love of the Creatures, and created Plea- 
fures, adtually /apfed, fell into Rebellion and 
Diforder, and fo brought on the Neceflity of 
this prefent State, and the grofs penitential 
Appearances of this ruinous Pfanet we now | 
inhabit. b <p ert & ee ye  tigere : f f 


yet 
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§ 4. Bony and Sperit, or material and 
fpiritual Subftances, will eternally be dz/pa- 
rata, if not contradictory, yet intirely dzf- 
fimilar and contrary, and at an infinit Di- 
ftance, in their Natures and Subftances. Body 
will. be eternally pafive and inert, Spsrit 
eternally /elf-active and felf-movemmg, or 
endow’d with an internal Principle of adat- 
ing on, or moyeing Matter; all their Relatzon 
ot Reference one towards another, can only 
be known by Analogy; and yet not being 
contradictory, they might poflibly be con- 
ceived of the Nature of Hyperbola’s, with 
their Affymptots: For tho’ the Pafrvity of 
Body be in Proportion to its Denjity, yet 
fince Body cannot be aQually zufinzt in its 
Quantity or Extent, its Pafeuzty or Inertia 
cannot be zufinit, but leffens as its Denfity does s 
but ftill, if its Denfity was fuppos’d even znfi- 
nitly {mall, that will not make it /e/f-adizve ; 
it muft actually become Spzrzt, and pafs thro’ 
that Term Not-matter in its Progreflion, 
before it can arrive at Se/f-adfzvity, and then 
acquire the contrary Qualities, as the Series 
4-4-3-++-2-++-1-++-o—1—2—3—4. does; and nothing 
lefs than infinit Power can reduce it to that 
State; that is, it muft be a@ually brought to 
be Not-matter, or an zmmaterial Subftance, 
before it can become active or /piritual Sud- 
ffance; and fo is, as it were, in the State of 
parailel Lines, and not of an ETyperbola with 
: oh 4 its 
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its Affymptot. But ftill there is an Analogy 


between their Subftances, fuch an one tho’ as 
is between finzte and relative zufinit, or be- 
tween the /eafi and greateff Term of an in- 
finit convergent Serves. 


§ 5.. THe Perfians, of all the Antients, 
f{eem to have had the leaft intolerable Notion, 
Idea, or analogical Pidture on their Imagina- 
tions of /psritual Nature, in conceiving it like 
Light or Fire. If we fuppofe an indivifible, 
infinitly rare Subftance, and endow it with | 
infinit Alafizcity and Energy, with an znter- 
mal Principle of Self-activity, or of Self-mo- 
bility, we have the effential Attribute of /pz- 
ritual Subftance; all its other Qualities will 
be as Modifications, flowing from that Roots 
for then Underfianding ot Conception will 
become only analogous to an intimat Union, 
Contact and Prefence to every individual Atom 
or component Particle as it were, of the Od- 
zect conceived or underftood. Reafoning will 
be a progreflive Performance of this zzte//ec- 
tual Operation, and comparcing the analogous 
Parts or component Particles to one ano- 
ther: Love or Defire will be a continued 
Union or Contac? with the Object ; and fo of 
the other Modzfications of this internal Prin- 
ciple of Se/f-aétion in an infinitly rare and 
indivifible /entzent or zntelligent Subftance: 
Fire or Light will then be the. moft Jumi- 
nous Kelemblance or analogical Picture of 


Spiritual 
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Spiritual Subttance and Qualities; efpecially 
if we take it as it is, in its uncreated Source, 
the ‘Divine Nature, for an infinitly pure, 
perfect, frmple and active, living and in- 
telligent Subftance, then it will become 
the beft analogical Refemblance of the Dz- 
vine Subfiance (however faulty and deficient) 
we can frame, now as at prefent we are: And 
{mall Lamps, Globes, or Sparkles of Light 
or Fire, kindled up, voluntarily emitted, or 
flowing, from this infinit Globe of Light and 
Love, will beft reprefent particular {piritual 
Natures, whofe Rays, tho’ emitted with a re- 
latively infinit Velocity, will weaken, and 
terminat in thicker and thicker Darkne/s, 
Shade, or Want of Fire and Light, which 
will beft reprefent to us, and furnith out the 
Idea of Body, but ftill an imperfe@ one, 
‘Darknefs being only a Negation of Light: 
But as the Rays of Mé/lions of different 
Flambeaux may pafs really, tho’ material, 
through the Lye of a Needle, without Re. 
fiftance or Interfereing; fo {piritual Sub- 
ftances, by a proper Penetration, may conccive 
and comprehend, according to their Capacity 
and Power, their proper ObjeGs; and in this 
analogical Senfe it may be underftood, that 
univerfal Nature, or the created Univer e, 
may reprefent GOD’s Body, or his Senforium, 
and he may be called the Sow/ of the Uy:- 
verfe, as the Planets in our Syfem may be 
term’d the Body, the Fabernacle and organical 
BVA Y } Machin 
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Machin of the Suz; in all which tho’ there 
will be eternal Impropriety and Difparity: For 
the one is the Cau/é, the other the Affeé only ; 
the One isthe Artificer, the other the Work; 
the one is a “ving, fpiritual Subftance, the 
other dead Matter; the one is /e/f-orzgznated, 
and neceffarily exiftent, the other is created, 
deriv’d and dependent; the one is the firft 
and leaft Term, the other, as it were, the 
ereateft, and laft Term, of an infinit di- 
vergeing Serées, but at an infinitly infinit 
Diftance. This is as far, it would feem, 
as our active Powers can go, in their pre- 
fent State, by themfelves, unlefs it be com- 
municated and impreft by the Source from 
above, by direct Senfation and Feeling on the 
Spirit. 


§6. Asthe felf-motive, felf-attzve Power 
in fpiritual Subftance is the Source of Jntel- 
ligence, by its intimat Penetration, Union, 
and Prefence with the whole internal Sub- 
ftance of its comprehended Odjed?; fo it is 
the fole Principle of Lzberty, and the true mz- 
niature Image of the ‘Dezty ; in fhort, it is the 
very Effence of fpiritual Nature, and the 
Root of all its Qualities and Operations: It 
may be limited in its Extent, in its elicit Aéts, 
and circum{crib’d in its Avergy; but in its 
Root, Faculty, and effential Nature, in its 
felf-aétive Bafe, it is infinit and unbounded. 
A Farthing Candle is as truly Light and Heat 

as 
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as the Body of the Sw; and we may have 
vehement Wellings, Longings, Volitions and 
Velleities, and have an innate, inherent Power 
to intend or remit our Wills 72 infinitum, 
which no other Power can deprive us of, but 
that which can annzhilat us, or turn us into 
another Nature. It would feem to me, that 
created /pzritual Subftance of all Orders and 
Degrees, were analogous to the infinitly pure 
and perfect Divine /piritual Subftance, infi- 
nitly diluted or rarefied, as it were, like the 
Light and Heat of the Suz reflected from the 
Moon; and this in an infinit falar Progref- 
fton, becomeing rarer and more diluted, till 
it terminated in “Darkne/s or Shade, thicker 
and groffer till it becomes like Matter, which is 
analogous to Shade or Darknefs, and which 
too goes on 7” infinitum, thickning and in- 
craffating, to become quite inert and paffive; 
fo that laying afide created Subftance, both 
material and fpirttual, as quite unknown 
and wznknowable, and of which we can have 
no Idea a prior, nor be certain of its Ex.- 
iftence but @ pofteriorz, and from its Effects, 
or the devine Veracity, if we conceive |pi- 
ritual Subftance analogous to Fire or Light, 
infinitly pure, rare, felf-atfive, and Self-mo- 
tive, and material Subftance analogous to 
Shade or Darkne/s, infinitly denfe, compact 
and concentred, we fhall have all that I think 
can be made of esther, in this our prefent 
State; and as “Darkne/s contracts and limits 

a ee re 
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Light, extinguifhes or imbibes its e/zezt Rays; 
fo Body or Matter limits and ftops the Self- 
activity of /piritual Nature, and they are an 
eternal Bar and Obftacle on one another ; 
as Matter of a proper Figure and Contexture 
of Parts, condenfes and heightens the Action 
of Fire and Light; fo divinely organis'd and. 
harmonioufly figur’'d Vehicles may promote 
the elicit Ads of /piritual Natures; and the 
Analogy to Fire, Light and Darknefs, will 
hold good then through all the Degrees of 
compareing. It may be faid, that all this is 
but Figure; but I think all true Azgare is but 
remote Analogy, and all true Analogy is a 
diftant progreflive Approximation to Reality 
and both are as real the one as the other, and 
differ only as the firff and /aff Terms of a 
Series. 


§7. THe Purification of the Saul is pet- 
fecily analogous to the Cure of the cacochy- 
wical and cadaverous State of the body; and 
the Method of Cure of fpiritual Nature, take- 
jng in the different Subjects, Matter and Spe- 
rit, is perfectly fimilar to the Methodus me- 
tafyncriticus of the Ancients in the Cure of 
aCachexy inthe Body. The Analogy is here 
perfeé and complete; they differ only, as the 
firfe and fublequent Terms of a geometrical 
divergent Progrefion. Sin, Diforder and 
Rebellion, is to the /piritual Nature of an 2n- 
telligent Being, precifely and really (as much 

as 


and Explications, &C. 3.17 
as they are both Realztzes) what a cancerous 
and malignant Ulcer is to an animal Body: 
The Cure of the daft is by a low, fweetning 
and thinning Dyet at firlt, to enable the Pa- 
tient to bear the /aff Operation, which muft 
be by Excifion and Extirpation, and raifeing 
new found Ficth in its Place; Penitence, Self- 
denial, calm affions, ameck Spirit, and a con- 
{tant patient Attendanceto, and Dependence on, 
the ‘Direétions of the Phyficizan of Souls, 
will anfwer the firt Part;.and I am of Opini- 
on, he (the Devine Phyfician of Souls) by 
his omnipotent Power, and his being GOD, 
he, \ fay, muft perform /upernaturally and zn- 
ftanteoufly, as it were, (for a {weetning Cure 
of fuch inveterat Humours alone, would re- 
quire zzfinit Time) fome grand Operation, 
(in which the Creature is intirely paffve) 
analogous to Execifion and Extirpation, to 
divide between the fonts and Marrow, to 
cut out the Adamical Core in lapfed {piri- 
tual Nature, and to raife up, ingraft and im- 
plant his own Nature and Sudbfance in its 
ftead, to perpetuat and eternzfe its Soundnefs 
and Integrity, not in a fzgure or Metaphor, as 
is commonly, tho’ I think barbaroufly, philo- 
fophifed; but at laft, and in the dermer Re- 
fort, and before the hyperboloid Curve (to 
fpeak fo) can meet with its. 4//ymptot, as real- 
ly and truly as Matter and Spzrct arc Realities, 
tho’ of different Natures. In the Day thou 
eateft thereof, thou foalt furely. die: In the 

Senfe 
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Senfe that Death came by Adam, Death fpi- 
ritual was completed by one Action of the 
of the Parentage of Mankind, fo by fome one 
miraculous Operation eternal Life comes by 
Fefus Chrifé. \ can never apprehend, that 
the Oeconomy, the Operation, the Efficiency 
of Fefus, terminats either in Axample, Re- 
pair of the Indignity, confirming the ftanding 
Hierarchies, co-operating with us in deftroy- 
ing bad Humours and Habits gradually, or make- 
ing a fufficient, free and full Atonement only; 
but that he mutt /upernaturally and really cut 
out, burn away, and fill up, and fupply, asit were, 
with his own /piritual Subftance, the Adamical 
cadaverous Core out of lapfed /pzrztual Nature, 
to fanctify and eternife its Purity, Perfe@tion and 
Happinefs; and this as really, tho’ not mate- 
rially, but fpiritually, \ fay, as really as Spzrst 
is real, contradiftinguifh’d from Matter. [I 
choofe to fpeak in the Mathematical and 
Medical Language, becaufe the Analogy, the 
Similarity, and the Preczfion, is here fo juft, 
fo clofe, and fo luminous, that I think it muft 
penetrat thofe who can perfectly underftand 
it, and may by a Diétionary be made plain 
to others, if they think it worth the while to 
deal in fuch abftratied Conjectures. 


§ 8. THE human Spirit is literally, and 
not ina mere Figure, a Tabula rafa, a Sheet 
of white Paper, as it comes into the World 


at prefent, under its planetary Piaiftering; and 
it 
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it would feem, for this very End the Plaifter- 
ing itfelf was defign’d, and the grofs porous 
Secondary Elements, of this ruinous Planet, 
were by infinicWifdom contriv’d; not but that 
Spiritual Nature, in its Order, and in its na- 
tural and effential Powers, of living, under- 
landing and willing, and all their Modifica 
tions of Sagacity, ‘Penetration and Condudf, 
and aCapacity of perceiveing outward Things, 
and of gathering the Materials on which they 
work, of external Objects, Ideas, and Know- 
ledge of Things, are not in their Fund, in the 
Faculty and Power, unalterably the fame, and 
as it were engray’d in their Subftance accord- 
ing to their Order; for /piritual Nature can- 
not zucreafe or diminifh in its effential Powers 
and Capacity; but their e/icit A@s, their Ap- 
pearances ad extra, may be intercepted and 
re(trained from z//uing forth by the grofs pla- 
netary Plaiftering; like Charaéters and In- 
Seriptions engrav'd in the Subftance of Bra/fs 
or Marble, and filled up with Wax, Clay or 
Dirt: or like the imperceptible Ink, which 
leaves no Trace on the white Paper, but fhews 
itfelf when rubb’d over with Fusce of Lemon. 
Thus the immaterial thinking Subftance is 
laid afleep, becomes thoughtlefs, and as it 
were fiupefied, a bare polifht Plain, and a 
Sheet of clean Paper, (its three natural Powers 
of “ving, underftanding and willing are 
funk in one of “ving only) a mere Recipient — 
or Continent, and as it were (without Ridicule) 

a 
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a dark Lanthorn, in the Lois of the Parent, 
and as it comes firft into the World; but ftill 
the /elf-active and felf-motive Flame is alive 
within in its Seed, and its Punctum faliens. 
External Objects, Pain, natural Inftincs and 
Neceflitics, rub off fome of the improper 
Plaiftering, and break fome of the Lzgatures ; 
thefe repeated and increas’d, unloofe more; 
and thus the Organs of Senfation, the Aper- 
tures of the Senfes, and the fentzent and zn- 
— ffructive Powers, are gradually fet free, and 
the ‘Dzért pickt out of the fpiritual Subftance; 
then Memory and Attention awakens, and 
Ideas are form’d and retain’d by Time and 
Degrees. By the Animal Funétions, which 
flow from /vimg, more and more of the 
membranous Tubult,and medullar and cortical 
Glands of the Brain, are develop’d; and the 
felf-motive Powers, by repeated Efforts, Strains, 
and Pufhes, (like a Spring in the Box of a 
Watch) fet free more and more.of ethereal 
Organs of Thinking, according to the De- 
gree of Culture, Exercife, and Ufeage, they 
pafs under, and this by a quicker or flower 
Progrefion and Velocity, as they are culti- 
vated, ufed and. exercisd, till they come to 
the higheft State they generally arrive at; and 
thus by Labour and Exercife of the Organs 
of the zvtelleéfual Faculties, they work off the 
Dirt, that fill’d up the ingrav’d Charaéters 
on their /pérztual Subftances, and make the 
emperceptible Writemg appearing legible wits 
z 
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ly by fileing off and ferapeing away the Plai/- 
tering on the primitive ethereal Vehicle, 
whereby the /psrztual Subftance is fet free di- 
rectly to enjoy and ufe all its zubred Powers, 
and has Capacity to perceive all Things ad 
extra, know, underftand and poflefs them; not 
as a blind Man reftored to his Sight, or a deaf 
Man to his Hearing, or a dumb Man to 
his Speech, who were born fo; but as a 
Man, for a fhort time fhut up in a Dam. 
£eon, and feparated from all things with- 
Out, and again fet at Liberty, knows and en- 
Joys all again, as before. And the final Caufe 
of this reduceing the {piritual Subftance to a 
Tabula rafz, by a grofs Plaiftering, and a 
temporary Imprifonment, in the dark, difmal, 
cadaverous Dungeon of this Body, féems to 
be not only for Lixpzation and Punibment, 
but that the moral Powers of the Soul, Fuf- 
tice, Goodne/s and Truth, or Baith, Hope 
and Charity, might feel no Interruption 
from the Aéfvity, Extent and Contrariety 
of thefe natural Powers; but that they might 
amicably, gradually, and, by mutual Aflitt- 
ance and Support, rife and grow together 
in fimilar Steps, arid a regulated Progreffion, 
till they were confirm’d into a Hadit; like 
{weetning the whole Mafs of the Fluids, bya 
milk or vegetable Diet; to fit the Subje& for 
the laft paffive grand Operation in the Oeco- 
nomy of Fefus, which may be to cut out, as it 
were, of our f{piritual Subftances, that Core, 
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fchirrous ox cancerous Gland, generated by 
the Lap/e, and from the Adamical Principle, 
and to heal and fill it up with his own zmma- 
culat Subftance, perhaps really and truly (as the 
Liturgy of the Church of England exprefles it) _ 
communicated to usin the worthy receiveing of 
the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Fefus, 
or fome-how we cannot explain.— This Ef- 
(fect will neither appear abfurd nor wuphzlofo- 
phical to thofe who believe Fefus to be the 
Son of God, of the fame Subfance and equal 
Powers with the Father; the Manner how, 
is the proper Subje& of hasth, unconceive- 
able to us, at leaft as we are at prefent; but 
the Faé#, in general, or fomething of that kind, 
highly probable from Analogy, and evident 
from Revelation: For, think, no truly humble 
Chrijftian, let him be in what State of Perfection 
he may, can think himfelf fit to be wuited and 
commerciat eternally with infinit Puraty and 
Perfeétion, till fome great W ork be done in his 
Soul, more than he feels in himfelf then, 


6. 9. Most, Chriftians, at leaft, are 
agreed, that the Occonomy of the Reffora- 
tion, as contriv’d and executed by Fefus Chri, 
(God-Man, the eternal Son of GOD) as far 
as it was poflible on his Part, and as far as it 
was confiftent with Liberty, and the Harmony 
of the Divine Attributes ; I fay, all Chrzfizans 
are agreed, that this was a Work of {urprizeing 


Wifdom, Beauty, Goodnefs, and worthy of 
a 
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a GOD ; having in it, to the greateft Perfection, 
every thing that could moft effectually anfwer 
the End propofed: But I know not if many 
have endeavour'd to thew it to be the rd [LOVOVy 
and the only oe, that could poflibly anfwer 
that End, takeing in the whole Conditions s 
and yet I cannot help thinking, that this may 
be ftridly demonftrated. A Sovereign may 
pardon, on his Repentance and Amendment, 
a rebellious Subje&, and receive him into 
Grace and Favour; but it will be eternally 
true, he has been a Rede/, and that there 
remains the Cycatrice of that Sore in his Heart 
and Soul, which firft produced his Rebel//ion. 
Now it is as certain, as that GOD is, that no- 
thing zmpure and imperfect in its Order, can 
Jmally, invariably and eternally be united and 
commerciat with Him 5 that is, be permanently 
and eternally happy ; becaufe of his infinit Purity, 
Dignity, and Sovereignty; and the receiveing 
an imperfect, zate/ligent Being into his Fayour, 
Service, and defign’d Pof again permanent- 
ly, (or one lefs fimilar to Him in its Order) 
would not only fully his Purity, but make 
Him cheaper, and lefs intenfely the /overeign 
Felicity of the ftanding Hierarchies, and 
make his Wrath lefs dreaded, and fo not ‘a 
fufficient Bar on their Lapfe. Now every 
Truth, and every Faé, is in its own Nature 
as eternal, as it is real. It will be eternally 
true, I have beena Rebel, if I have been one; 
and GOD alone, who has the Power of Crea- 
ae tion, 
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tion, has the Power of Annihilation; and 
this F'aéc#, as far as a Fa&t can be, at leaft as 
to its Root, mu& be annihilated and done 
away fome-how, before it can be creaturely 
and relatively truce, that I was not a Rede, or 
at leaft that my Rebellion is really now, both 
as to Hizm and me, as it never had been; which 
can only be done, as far as conceive, by an- 
nihilating, burning out, confumeing, the rebel- 
lious Core of my /pirztual Subftance, and filling 
it up with fomething analogous to his pure 
immaculat Dzvine Nature and Subftance, or 
new createing; and nothing lefs than a GOD 
can do this: So that on Repentance and 
Amendment, Men might be in the Condi- 
tion only of Rebels, whofe Lives conquer- 
ing Monarchs have faved, yet inftead of con- 
tinuing them C7tzzens, had tranflated them 
into fome remote Corner of an uncultivated 
Country, as a conquer’d Province, and made 
them a lower Order of Creatures. But as za- 
finit Perfection is without any poflible Change, 
in its firft moft perfect Intention, as to_ its 
Nature, but not as to its Degree; and. can 
only bring it about Iefs immediatly, and after 
a longer Time, (by reafon of the free-walls 
of his zntelligent Creatures, on which He 
neither can nor will commit Violence) yet ftul 
will effeé&t it, with a Perfection at laft, be- 
yond even, as it were, the firft Intention; 
accordingly Fe/us Chrift came, to bring Life, 
and to bring it more abundantly; and by his 
infinit Power and Love, beiag GOD, to 
ANnE- 
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annihilat, melt down, and burn away, the 
Adamical Lapfe, Core, and Cicatrice, of 
Sin and Rebellion, in fpiritual Nature, and 
new create, and replace, his own Devine 
Subftance and Nature in its ftead; fo that 
it may then be faid, with phzlofophick Pro- 
priety, that a truly regenerat and fanétzfied Per- 
fon has the Divine Nature and Subftance of 
Fefus, GOD- Man, aiuating and moving him, 
that is, vg in him, as really and fubftantially as 
ever before his Adamical \apfed Sperit lived in 
him, This may found odd and particular to 
“ittle Philofophers, nay, even to many per- 
haps virtuous and good Perfons; but as I 
think it is the Language of St. Paul, and of 
Fefus Chrift himfelf, I think alfo, that if there 
is not fome Reality, and philofophic Propriety 
in it, as real as is the Diftin@tion between ma- 
terial and /piritual Subftance, and that it is not 
intirely all Figure, there isno forming any Idea, 
either of the ér: of dior: Of it (and even #7- 
gure in philofophic Propriety, is but the firt 
Term of an infinit Serzes); nor why it fhould 
have been revealed or mentioned: Nor will 
there be much Difhiculty infuperable in it, or 
unexplicable in Phzlofophy, to thofe who ad- 
mit fefus to be GOD, and his Words to be 
Spirit and Truth, and GOD to be infinit in 
Power and Goodnefs; the Endand Means of all 
whofe Aéfings mutt be equally perfect in their 
Order, and who fuppofe that Matter and Spirit 
mutt be equal Realities. This Jaf? State I re- 
femble to the Hyperbolic Curve’s mecting with 

g Piebetie ee its 
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its Afymptot (1 hope I thall be forgiven the 
Particularity of the Expreflion, becaufe of its 
Juftnefs and Propriety) ; and it may bethe finifh- _ 
ing Operation, to eternize the Infallibility 
and Impeccability of all lapfed, fentient and 
intelligent Beings, to which few arrive in this 
Life, and all muft perhaps pafs through many 
Manfions, and various planetary Vehicles, be- 
fore they can attain to zt in its laft Perfe@ion;} 
and to which fome pafs with a quicker Ve- 
locity, and a fafter convergeing Progreflion, 
like the feveral Orders of the Hyperloids, 
fome of which meet the A/ymptor infinitly 
fooner and. fafter than others *, but through 
which all muft pafs fooner or later; for 
GOD’s Ways muft be equal, uniform and 
general, to all his Creatures of the fame Or- 
der, with only the Difference their general or 
particular Wants or Diftempers require; and 
as He treated the Manhood of Fefus Chrift, 
who was made perfect by Sufferings, and as 
He has treated all his ‘Dz/czples, fo all lapfed 
intelligent Beings muft pafs through Fefus 
Chrift, receive his Revelation, and go through 
his States, fooner or later, or in fome Manj/ion 
or another, before they arrive at perfect Infallz- 
bility and IMability ; that is, they muft firft or 
laft all be ‘Fe/us Chrift-like, before they can be- — 
come permanently GOD-/:ke, or fimilarto Him 
in Perfe@ion and Happinefs. This Progreflion 


* Vide Philofophical Principles of Reveal’d Religion. s 
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and fizal Perfection, the Free-wel/s of intelligent 
Beings may retard a finite Time; and they 
might have retarded it from Eternity to Lter- 
nity, that is, for ever, both in the eternal Na- 
ture of S%m, and the infinit Purity of the Dz- 
vine Nature, without this fole and zdzvi- 
dual Mean, viz. the Merits, Power and Effi- 
cacy of the Oceconomy of Fefus the GOD- 
Man; who uniteing human Nature to Himfelf, 
has actually, really, but fpiricually, cut out 
the Core and Cicatrice of the Lap/e, and 
filled up the di/continuous Void with his own 
fpiritual Subftance and Nature, in all thofe 
who fhall be finally reftored; for He zs the 
Way, the Truth, and the LIFE. | 


§. 10. REASON and faith, in their 
truc philofophic Natures, in their Source and 
Foundation, are fo far from being contrary, 
much le(s contradicfory, that they are intirely 
fimilar and analogous, and differ only as the 
higher and lowelt Terms of a divergeing 
Series. Reafon, in its Principle and faculty, 
in the loweft Intelligence, is like a Progref- 
fion, the firt Term of which is the Root, or 
miniature Bafe, of all the higher fubfequent 
Terms, which are all /imilar and analogous ta 
one another, how compounded and elevated fo- 
ever they may be, and where the fuperior Zerms 
virtually include the inferior, and bring them 
down to the Simplicity and Plainnefs of the 
loweft Term; but not without Labour, Atten- 
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tion, and Redudtion of the Conditions to their 
proper Limits. GOD is the Sovereign and 
Supreme Reafon, involved in Clouds and 
Darkne(fs, by reafon of his infinit Splendor, 
and the infinit Difproportion of our Faculties ; 
and perhaps out of Defigns of Love and Good- 
nefs, as we are at prefent in fo unfit a State: 
Our Reafon and-Concéption, tho’ infinitly 
difproportion’d to fuch an Odbjeé7, yet is of a 
frmilar. Nature with his Light, and natural 
Attributes:. Our Reafon, and intelligent 
Powers, ate analogous to the loweft and firft 
Lerm of fuch a Progrefiion ; his Light and 
Splendor, to the higheft and laff great Term ; 
which Term, in a Series, tho’ comparatively 
imjinit, yet is but a finite, compared with his 
abfolute Injinitude. The other Terms of 
fuch a Serzes may be analogous to the natural 
Powers of the feveral different Orders of In. 
telligences, that may exift in external. Na- 
ture; and all the feveral Orders of Intelli- 
gences, with their refpe@ive Powers, from the 
loweft to the relative higheft, may be conti: 
nually approaching one another, yet never can 
reach the other Zerms, much lefs the lat Term 
relative infinit, and leaft of all to abfolute Inf 
nitude ; for in abfolute Infinitude there is fuch 
Variety of Odjects, Manfions, Pleafures, and 
tlappinefs, as are boundle{s and without Num- 
ber or Limits: GOD. is the fovereign and 
fupreme Rea/fon, I fay; always confiftent; uni: 
form, and invariable: He is pure, unfullied, 
Ott ewee 4 ME des. Cs A he OP “ang 
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and unchangeable. Creatures, even the moft 
{ublime and perfect, can only know Him bya 
progreffive nearer Approach to Him in Szmz- 
larity, which will be gradual, but endlefs. 
The Faculties, Powers, and Qualities, both 
Natural and ’ Moral, of Creatures, "are, “as” it 
were, but azalogous (to {peak ftill more plain- 
ly) dia Series, fuch as 1-b24e34tyts, coc. Weof 
the human Race, at leaft our Fellow Animals, 
of the only fentzent Race, may be as 1, or 2; the 
higher Orders may be as 10, 100, 1000, Ser. 
tous. At what Term we bean, or any Or- 
der begins, we cannot know, nor, did we know, 
could we alter its that depends intirely on the 
ae Pleafure and Wifdom of Him that made 

: In this Point we cannot add a Cubit to 
our Stature, but we may all prefs forward to 
higher Terms and Degrees, and be continu- 
ally progreffive, tho’ perhaps moftly in our 
moral Powers, and confequently in Perfe&tion 
and Happiness; which cah be done by Fiuith 
vonly, that is, by trafivng to, believing in, 
and acting according to the Direction given by 
one, whofe natural ‘and moral Powers are of a 
mach higher Order, or in Proportion mo a 
much higher Ferm “than” ours’ are: ASE 
one, whofe natural and moral Powers are as 
1000, fhould reveal to one whofe natural and 
moral Powers are as 1 only, that in order to 
taife his natural and moral Powers to 2, he 
muft truft or believe, that is, take his Word 
for it, Sf? and J; and do fo and jo in Confe- 

quence, 
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quence, and that this will lead him on gradu- 
ally to the Term 2, and fo in all the other 
Terms of the Progreffion. This really feems 
to be fomewhat like the Cafe of all /entzent 
and zntelligent Beings, in order to advance in 
this eternal Progreffion of Perfetion; the 
only Method poflible for them, is to traf? and 
act in Confequence of this Truft, and depend 
on the Veracity and Ability of the Informer; 
for this trufting is in order to the aGing. In 
building, or working or failing a Ship to a 
certain Port, the Seaman mul truft and work, 
according to his Direétions: In raifing an 
Arch, or meafuring a ‘Diffance, very few 
Operators underftand the abftract Geometry, on 
which the Directions are founded. In fhort, 
in this our prefent expzatory and probatory 
State, in all we do to advance towards higher 
Terms of our progreffive Perfe&ion and Hap- 
pinefs, we mutt abfolutely ¢ru/f and work, elfe 
we fhall never advance in divine Fasth; and 
in the progreflive Perfection of our natural 
and moral Powers; and here we have not 
only zufinit Power and Wifdom. for our Dz- 
rector, but infinit Goodne/s for our Aflitt- 
ant, who yet from the Purity and Perfe@tion 
of his own Nature, cannot dzrec? or aflift us 
but in Confiftence with the Harmony of his 
own Attributes, and our own Free-wills, ive. 
imperceptibly. Our intellectual Powers are 
analogous to our material Organs, our Senfes. 
One with a Telefcope, or with very ftrong 
x . 7 | Fy es, 
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Lyes, might fee a City, ora Dwelling, which 
another without it, or with weaker Eyes, 
could not perceive. If the weak-fighted Per- 
fon muft needs go to this Czty or Dwelling, 
he could only take the Dire@tions of the 
ftronger-fighted, on what Poznt of the Com- 
pafs to dire& his Courfe, what Hz//s, Dales, 
and Azvers to crofs, to walk on Truff and 
Flope. Our trufting is in order to our tra- 
velling. Saith, or Truff, that does not ter- 
minat in Aion or Travelling, is mere Paint- 
mg and dead Work. Revelation difcovers the 
Being, Purity, and Perfetion of the Firft 
Caufe, his internal Nature, and the Splendor 
He dwells in, what is his Soczety, and what 
their Occupation; that to be happy complete- 
ly and permanently, we muft get thither. 
We, while our Powers, natural and moral, 
are but as 1 or 2, cannot fee or perceive the 
Beauty, Perfection of his Nature, and the Place 
He inhabits, nor the Propricty of the Direc- 
tions and Advices He gives us, in order to get 
thither. The Nature of things will not ad- 
mit of any other Evidence, but Faith and 
Truft,and confequent working, till our zatural 
and moral Powersare thereby rais’d higher ; and 
then we fhall perfectly comprehend the Beauty, 
Propriety and Utility of thefe Directions, and 
advance gradually, by following the fame Me- 
thod, to higher Terms of Powers and Facul- 
ties, and higher Degrees of Glory and Felicity, 
in this infinit endlefs Progreffom, From all 
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which it is evident, that Reafon and Fazth are 
fo far from being contrary, much lefs contra- 
ditory, that Rea/on is the firft Term given in 
this Progreflion, of created Light or Powers : 
Faith or Truftis, as it were, the Ratio of the 
feveral Terms, which goes through them all, 
that is, the Ground or Bottom of the fubfequent 
Operation and Working. By the Directions 
given, and Working, we infallibly pafs to the fe- 
cond, third, and higher Terms: Or, to exprefs it 
yet more ftrongly and clearly, if poflible, Pazth 
or Truf? is proceeding as we do in Algebra, 
fuppofing the fecond or higher Term, tho’ 
unknown, yet as known; and then working 
according to the Conditions of the Queftion, 
the Zerm unknown becomes thereby infal- 
libly known. I cannot enlighten thefe Figures, 
and this Language here, they are fo pertinent 
and cogent to thofe who underftand them, 


§ 11. PURE and difinterefted Love is 
Love of infinit Perfe@tion for itfelf only, and 
for its own Amiablene/s, without any other 
Confideration; but this, as every thing celfe, 
admits of infinit Degrees. The great Miftake 
here, lies in Perfons pretending to get to the 
Top of the Ladder, without afcending by all the 
Steps; and that fome define the /a/é Step as it 
werethe fr/?, Allthings belonging to Creatures 
mutt be progreflive, and confirm’d Habits mutt 
be acquired by repeated perfevereing Ads. 
Naked, free and gencrous fasth, istrufting, con- 
Gaba: sai fideing, 
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fideing,and beHeveing in Infallibzlity and infinit 
Veracity, upon its own Word, its Nature only s 
and on the moft lender Intimation of its Orders, . 

the generous Believer is determin’d to venture 
’ his Whole on that Bottom: And from thefe 
two, flow abfolute Refignatzon; and this alfo 
admits of Degrees: Both thefe are fubject to 
Error, Miftake and Delufion, in feeble lapfed 
Mortals, fuch as we are; and this cannot be 
prevented, from the very Nature.of Things, as 
they are now, in our probatory and peniten- 
. tial State, conftituted; but furely there is lefs 
Danger in the Axce/s, than the ‘Defect: No 
good Majer ever rejected or punifhed his poor 
good-natur'd, weak Servant, for loveing and 
trufting him too much, or obeying him too 
precifely ox literally. I readily grant, Prg- 
dence, Order, Meafure, Decency and Regu- 
larity, are the firftof all the Moral and Chyj- 
ftian Virtues, and frightful Confequences | 
have enfued upon the Neglect of them; and 
both Enthufiafim and Infidelity, I think, equal- 
ly imply a wrong Head, fome nervous Difor- 
der, and Want of common Senfes but both 
Exceffes and Defects ftrongly evidence, that 
there is a-juft Medium wherein true Virtue 
and fole Right confift: And ftill of the tee 
Evils, Infidelity and Tepzdity is infinitly the 
worft, not only in regard of the Infidels and 
Tepid themfelves, as it defeats the /ole Means 
Providence has, or, I think, can contrive, for 
their Recovery and Reftoration; but as it de- 
ftroys Numbers of weak Souls by its Influence 
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and Example, and as Injidelity faps the Foun- 
(dations of all Morality, and confequently of all 
civil Society; whereas Enthufiafm can but hurt 
chiefly the Bodies, or outward Fortunes of their 
Fellow Creatures, by diabolic and tyrannical 
Perfecution, uniefs Hypocrify can be join’d 
to Enthufiafm, and then it becomes con- 
fummat Infidelity. To me it would feem, 
the whole Condué and Defign of Providence, 
in this prefent probationary State, is to pro- 
duce in the Hearts of his lapfed Creatures, 
pure Love and naked Faith only, and that 
this is the fole Key of all the Inclofures of 
his Providence; and that this State of Mind 
muft be that which alone is of any Value in 
the Sight of Gop, as being the only Means 
poflible of begetting perfe&t Felzezty, and eter- 
mizeing it; even fo much, as that He in his 
Providence feems to negle&, or over-look 
and undervalue, as it were, any thing lefs 
than thefe, at leaft any thing that might re- 
tard or interfere with ¢hefe. An Inftance 
or two will make this plain: We fee that we, 
of the loweft Rank of Intelligences, are en- 
dow’d with a Capaczty and Power of com- 
municating our Thoughts, Conceptions, Dif- 
pofitions, and Sentiments to one another, di- 
rely, plainly and intelligibly, by Language 
or Writeing, and by many other Szens, Sym- 
bols and Figures: Infinzt Wildom and Power, 
without all Doubt, had he fo pleafed, might 
have contriv’d us fo at prefent, that he might 
have been able fome-how to communicat 

: himfelf 
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— himfelf directly, plaimly, inftantaneoufly and 
intelligibly, to all his ztelligent Creatures, 
_his Children, the Work of his own Hands, 
whom he cannot help loveing as a ten- 
der Father does his Children. But fince this 
Method not only would have done us no 
Good, but on the contrary, a great deal of 
Hurt, by hindering and interfereing with 
our implicit Truf?, our Reliance, our Refig- 
nation, our Faith, and abfolute Dependence 
on him, fo neceflary to the Produ@tion, and 
etermzeimg of perfect Happinefs; we fee he 
hides himielf in Clouds and Darknefs, and is 
literally a Deus abfconditus as to us, and does 
only approach to, or commerciat with us, in 
pure Love, naked Faith, and total Abne- 
gation and Refignation,; fo hard to be ac- 
quired. Again, how neceflary, how indif- 
penfable, would feem the preci/é, the limited, 
the unmiftakeable Nature of natural and mo- 
ral Good and Evil to us, in our prefent pro- 
batory State? and yet we are left for the 
Knowledge of them, to Feeling, to Obferva- 
tion, to Lxxperience, to Culture, to Pain and 
Suffering. The wifeff of mere Men faid, 
That no Man knoweth Good or Evil by all 
that 1s before him: We naturally reckon 
Flealth, Wealth, Honour and Succefs, the 
real, the only Goods of this Life; and yet, 
if Chriflianity is not all a Farce, their Con: 
trarics are often, nay almoft, always the moft 
real, and the moft perfect Goods, fince they are 
the 
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the fhorteft Road to abfolute Refignation,; the ’ 
ereateft of all Goods, and the fole Mean of — 
perfed Happinefs. Once more; infinit Wif 
dom and Power has, as it were, done nothing’ 
to gratify our Curiofity, to pol our Natures; 
to advance the Comforts and Gratifications, 
the Conveniencies, and the-honekt Improves 
ments of Living: How many Nations, and*’ 
Millions of our own Species, of thefame 
Order and Rank of Intelligences, are-left all — 
their Lives in the utmoft Brutality, Ignorance — 
and Savagenefs, not only as to the Lndow- 
ments of their Minds, but almoft as to the 
abfolute, at leaft decent Neceffaries of Life! 
in which Czmmerzan Darknefs, and execrable 
bodily Impurity, or Filth, they wallow, live and 
die, even vaftly below many of the Brute 
Species. The moft ufefiil, pleafant' and: ine 
ftrudive Difcoveries in Life, have, even’ 
among the moft pol/it-Nations, been dif 
cover'd late; by Chance, and with great Im- ~ 
perfections at firft, Y mean, Writeing, Prints 
mg, the Compafs, and- Glajfes, and even 
Philofophical Phyfic itfelf: All this cannot 
happen by Chance, Fatality, from Impotence, ° 
or without fome infinitly wife and gracious 
Defign, under the Oeconomy and Providence 
ofan infinitly good, wife and‘ powerful Go- — 
vernor, who alone knows belt, how song, ° 
and what Kind of Trial and Probatzon is fittek — 
fot’ his lapfed intelligent Creatures, of fuch- 
Tribes, Nations and Climats; to what Degree ” 
they 
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they have /ap/ed, what is their moft proper Trial, 
how far Simplicity (and even atfual Humilia- 
tion of this zatelizgent Creature, made a little 
lower than the 4nge/s in his natural unalterable 
Powers, and as it were, to drench him in Dirt 
and Naflinefs, even below the loweft Brute, as 
Compoft fructifies Vegetables) is the Via brevi/- 

fima, and Suffering, even ancon/{cious Suffering, 
is fufficient; and knows beft what Manjion — 
they are defign’d to inhabit hereafter; and has 
fitted o“tward Circumftances accordingly : 
And as to what is commonly reckon’d polz/hing, 
and haveing the decent Neceflaries and Con- 
veniencies of Life, he leaves Men to their 
natural Lzderty and Induftry, to employ their 
natural 4éfevity innocently and laudably there- 
by, which otherwife might run riot in Turpi- 
tude and Vice; and to general Laws, which, 
tollowed with Simplicity, Attention and Sin- 
cerity, would naturally bring them perhaps 
the fhorteft Way to difinterefied Love, im- 
plicit Tru and Refignation; and this he 
does even with a feeming Neglect of thofe 
other Things, as accounting them of no 
Value, when compar’d with this pure Love, 
and zmplicit Truft, that Difpofition of Mind 
which alone can beget and eternzze Happinefs. 
Further; of what great Confequence to the 
Quicknefs of our Purification, and confequent- 
ly of our eternal Happine/s, it would appear 
to us, would be, the certain Knowledge of the 
precife Time of our Diffolution and ‘Death 2? 
‘Then, like true penitent and ferious Melons, 
we fhould employ all our laft Moments intire- 
. 


ly 


338 Mifcellaneous Obfervations 


ly in cleanfing our Veffels, and trimming our 
Lamps ; and yet all that is known in this 
weighty Affair is general, and that we once 
mutt all die: The Zzme, the Manner, and 
other Circumftances, are all abfolutely un- 
known to us; and why this? but only becaufe 
infinit Purity and Perfe€tion values nothing 
about us, but abfolute Trujt, Dependence, 
and Refignation, even to venturing our very 
Lives; and, as our Saviour exprefles it, if we 
do not Aate, that is, undervalue, our own Life, 
in refpect of him, or love it but in Subordz- 
nation to our Love of Him, we cannot be his 
Difciples. Again; the Providence of GOD 
feems to act ere folely by (econd Caufes, and 
by general Laws only, and in fuch a manner, 
that we but feldom perceptibly difcern the 
Hand that difpofes of Events; tho’ doubtlets, 
as GOD is an injinitly free Agent, He go- . 
verns by a particular, as well as a general 
Providence; on proper and particular Occa- 
fions He difpenfes with hisown general Laws 
for a time, by a particular Interpofition, both 
in material and fpiritual Appearances: But 
in thefe particular Lnterpofitions, we can 
have no phyfical, but only a moral Certainty, 
in order to raife and confirm our Tru/? and 
Refignation ; for Faith,Truft, and Refignation, 
always fuppofe Uncertainty and Doubt; and 
fome time or other, we fhall admire and adore 
that Wi/dom and Goodnefs, who could in fo 
delicat and kindly a manner conceal from us, 
and hide that Hand, which diretts every Atom 

of. 


and Explications, &c. 339 
ef the Univerfe, and difpofes of every Hazr 
of our Heads, in order to render our 7ru/t, 
Faith, and Refignation, ftronger and more 
firm: As the Darknefs and Cool of the 4s#- 
tumn Nights are what harden and confoli- 
dat the now refined and purified Juices, which, 
the ftronger Suz, and longer Day-light, had 
rais‘'d and fublim’d into the Seeds and Fruits ; 
for the fame Reafon, the Operations and In-. 
fluences of the Divine Spir7t, or Grace and 
{piritual Aid and Affiftance, are fecret and z7- 
perceptible; and are always to be fulpected, 
when they are zmpetuous, fenfible, and acting 
only by Fzts and Starts, as the grofs Machin 
is zm or out of Tune, and as the animal Fun- 
Gions play ea/ily or labour, ef{pecially in young 
unexperienced Perfons, who have not been 
tried and purified in the School of the Crofs : 
For thefe uncommon and extraordinary, or 
even. perceptible Operations of the Dzvine 
Spirit, feldom happen pure, fincere, and un- 
mixt; bat to the long and feverely Trzed and 
Purified, and when the Paflions, Appetites, and 
Spiritual Humours ace moderated, calm‘d, and 
fubdued, on the Decline of a Life {pent in due 
Retirement, and proper Silence; not in the 
Storm or Tempeft, but in the /izll calm Voice, 
does the Divine Spzrzt {peak ; and a truly 
humble, and enlighten’d Perfon,ought to fufpect 
himfelf, get above, and pafs over every Lmpulfe, 
Sweetning, or Glance of Light that comes not 
thus accompanied. Children, Beginners, and 
Noviciats in the /peritual Life, atc often Bate 
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fied with fuch Sugarings for their Encourage- 
‘ment; but Bread is for grown Perfons, which 
“is got by the Sweat of the Brow, and bearing 
the Crofs; anda prudent ftaid Perfon will have 
too great a Regard for the Purity and. Dignity 
of the Divine Spirit, to bring him down,:to 
account for all the mechanical and aninial 
Operations of his volatile and various Image- 
“nation. NecDeus interfit, nif fit Deo dig- 
“nus vindice nodus, cr aquila non :captat 
‘ “mufcas. But I beg Pardon tor this Digretlion 
‘out’ of my Sphere, Capacity and Experience, 
to‘ treat juftly. But all the Difficulties and 
Darknefs in’ Providence, and in natural and 
“revealed Religion, fecm to be intended by in- 
* finit Wifdom with furprizeing Juftnets, Pro- 
- priety, and Delicacy, only as the moft effec- 
-- tual Means to bring us to pure Leve;*and 
“naked Faith, Truft, and Refignations. and 
are fo far from being Objections: againftsthe 
~ Chriftian Religion, or to weaken its\Cred:- 
bility, Dignity and. Authority, thatowere 
© there no tuch Défficulties,. Doubts, Uncer- 
 tainties and Myfteries in Revelation, it would 
“~ be‘a ftrong Prefumption, and an undeniable 
+) Argument, that itcame not from GOD; who 
+" beiirg Kime infintt in all Perfection, Wi/- 
i dom, Knowledge and Goodnefs, muft be?in- 
© eomprchenfible to us in our prefent Statejand fo 
» they could not be worthy, adequat and proper 
» for fuch a Bemg, who is equally above Per- 
ception, Feeling and Sentiment, as above Gom- 
prehenfion. The/e may be good, ufeful and real, 
and bis wmedzat, but feldom his ‘zmmediat 
en 
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Operation... This pure. Love. and . naked 
Faith {eems to be the only Point, in View, 
-of the great and wife Governor of the Uni- 
sverfe, even to fuch a Contempt of what.,.we 
commonly think fine Exdowments and Po- 
otifting, that in agreat many Inftances, in Na- 
(tions, Tribes, and for Ages, he would feem, 
inthe Condu@ of his Providence,-to prefer 
-their, ‘Contraries, as the frorteft Way to- this 
«End; tho’ ftill there is a Choice, Perfection, 
oand Melority, in the Honeftum, Utile, and 
othe ‘Decorum; but he only can know when, 

-. where, and in what outward Circumftances, 
dies the to BeAliov, guoad hos aut hunc.. 
» § 2. Iraxeit, inthe fir original Creation 
there was but one univerfal Sa/t; or one Kind 
Of faline Particles, and that they were hard, 
amporofe, triangular equilateral Prifms.W hen 
_ Nature came to be confounded, jumbled, and 
, unharmonioufly combin’d, the other Elements 
of Air, Water, Sulphur and Earth, in forming 
> Stecondary Elements, were incommenfuratly and 
- difcordantly mixt with thefe; but ftill each pre- 
_ fery’d fome Degree of its primitive Nature, as 
_ the compounded Elements rctain’d more: or 
lefs of their primitive ‘Particles in the Com- 
pofition ; hence our pureft Elements that Art 
~can elicit, are ftill compounded, and infepar- 
able from the reff; the pureft, moft fimple, 
> cand moft neceflary of them all, feems tobe 
-»-Our-pure Notre, or the univerfal Sa/t of the 
_ Air, the Mother of all Salts, fo neceffary to 
|, animal Life, Sanguification, the Stimulation of 
vo theanimal E7bres, the Propagation and Aion 


nonsToG® of 
My P ahhes 


342 Miftellaneous Obfervations 

of Heat and Fire, the Production of Cold and 
Freezeing,to animalFacundity and Vegetation, 
and many other of the Appearances of Na- 
ture, to which it feems abfolutely neceffary, 
and enters into their Subftance and Compofi- 
tion. The other Salts, Acids and Alcalis, 
the effential, or lixivial Sa/ts of Vegetables,: 


“Plants and Minerals, are only this primitive 


nitrous Salt combin’d with thefe other B/e- 
ments, and as they predomine and exit in 
thefe particular Subje&s: Thefe mention’d 
Salts in Animals, are Nitre mixt with ani- 
mal Oils, Air, Water and Earth, fuch as 
their Subftances are compounded of; and it 
is in the fame Manner in the Plants and Mz- 
nerals. The greateft {pecific Difference among 
the Sa/ts feems to arife from the Diftinction of 
Acids and Alcalis ; the firft, both from PAzlofo- 
phyandké xperiment {ecm tobe ofacute-angled, 
oreatly attractive Particles; and the Degree 
of their Acidity {eems to depend on the pro- 
portional Degree of the Sharpnefs of their 
‘Points, which now may be various, and their, 
Degree of Attraétion allo: Alcalis iccm to be 
porous calcarious fine Earths; the tefaceous 
Powders are among the moft fimple and per 
fet of them, and the Model of all the reft, 
and plainly fhew the Nature of the whole 
Tribe. They are, as is evident from the Adz. 
crofcope, nothing but Earths of an exceeding 
fine Grain, and of very {mall Partzcles, full of 
large Pores and Cells, wherein an acia Water 
or Spirit has been contain’d, probably that of 
Nitre. Heat, folar or culmary, and Caler- 
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nation, throws off fome Part of this acid Wa- 
ter, and leaves the Ce//s partially empty. Thefe 
empty Ce//s, upon being immerged in any acid 
Spirit or Water, fuck it in again with Violence 
and Velocity, the remaining Part of the 4ceid 
in the Ce/ls attracting the new Acid with 
additional Force; and hence Fermentation 
and Effervefcence. All the Alcalis partake 
of this one general Nature, and differ only as 
they are more or lefs combin’d with the 
other Llements. Volatility arifes from a light 
O7/ united with either Kinds of Salts; and 
this feems to be the true philofophic Nature 
of all Salts. Salts and Air feem abfolutely 
neceflary to carry on animal Life and Fun- 
ctions; 4zr to rarefy the Juices, feparat the 
G/obules, which might otherwife be too clofe- 
ly\united and comprefs’d; for the Introdu- 
étion of which into the Blood and Fluids, the 
Lungs of Animals feem chiefly defign’d- 
Salts ftimulat the Solids into 44ions, Vibra- 
étons, and excite their clumfy elatftic Force, in 
order to carry on the animal Functions, 0 ab- 
folutely neceflary to living. The jut and pro- 
_ per Regulation of thefe two, Air and Salts, 
the fo neceflary Inftruments of pleafant and cafy 
living, is as fit a Subjeé to be adjufted by a 
wife and phzlofophic Phyfician, (others are 
but Ampyrics at the beft) as Dzet and Ever: 
eife. The Air we choofe to live in ought to 
be rather dry and thin in the Medium: but 
even this. mutt be proportion’d to the Nature of 
the ‘Di/femper, and the State of the fiices, 
if poflible; and they who have acquir’d their 

| Dilorders — 


344 Mifcellaneous Obfervations, &c. 
Diforders .by high Meats and Drinks, which 
abound in volatileSalts, mutt by infipid Foods, . 
and agueous Liquors, leffen the Abundance of 
- fuch Salts, which is the Cafe of all the Rich 
and Wealthy. They, on the contrary, who 
have acquir’d their Diftempers by too poor 
and Jow a Manner of living, on vegetable, 
infipid and inftimulating Food. only, which is 
the Cafe of moft of the Poor or Indigent, muft 
be cured by more generous Living, and more 
{timulating and fapid Meats and Drinks, which 
excite their Solids into Action, and on which 
account all Jow Lzvers, who are driven into 
this Way of Living, by the Nature of their 
Diftempers, require double the Exercife, of 
thofe who can bear generous and aétive 
Foods; and without it Nature will flagnat 
and fink; which is the Cafe of many of the 
Female Sex, and of Perfons in Gaols and 
Monafteries: In a Word, where-ever a low or 
vegetable Diet is neceflary, there zr and 
Exercife are in a much higher Degree necef- 
fary, than they are in a more generous Dzet, te 
make a ow Diet effectual. But then the high 
Feeders pay in the Shortnefs of their Lives, and 
the Sharpnefs of their Difeafes, for their prefent 
Pleafure, and idle, indolent, healthy Life. 
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ERRAT A. 

Page 12, Line 27, dele with. p. 12, 1.2, for gene,read general. p. 33, for 
affixing, r. of fixing. p. 65, from (higher, to--- for Him) in a Parenshefis. 
p. 81, U. £6, for Liver, r. Bile. p. 84, /. 30, dele from. p. $5, 1. 16, for are, 
@.is.. p. 172, 1. 20, for vergeing, r.divergeing. p. 176, 1. 7, dele they. Pp. 
x77, for ingegious, r. ingenious. p. 196, 1. 19, read the Series thus, 


a 
De i a te ea ere. for 0,1. i, and for e r. ry 
p.241,! 28, dele and. p. 294, 4: 23. for permit, y. pervade. /.28, for her, 
r.its, p. xvi. (the reft are) 7+ tranfpos’d, and fhould follow in the nexé 
Line afcer the Word Britain. 
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